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DISCOURSE X. 

CHRIST THE GRAND MEDIUM 
OF RELIGION. 



£pH. n. io« 
i^^^^Created in Chrijl Jefus.^^-^ 

WHOEVER gives Wmfclf leave to reflea foberiy on 
the preientilate of mankind, mail, I think, ac- 
knowledge the indifpcnfible neccffity of the renovation of 
the heart, in order to the enjoynnent of God. This is the 
great buiinefs of religion, and how it is effeded hath been 
at large (hewn in the preceding difcourie. My prefent de« 
fign is to coniider more particularly than we have yet done, 
the concern which our Lord Jefiis Chrifl hath in this great 
affair. We are created in him. 

The fcope of the apoftie in this chapter is to fhew us, 
that our Jalvation, by which he here means that part of it 
chiefly wHch refpcfts out regeners^n, is of grace. G^d 
nvho ii rich in mercy ^ fays he,yor the great love wherewith 
he hath loved us^ even when we were dead in Jins^ hath 
Quickened ui together with Chrijl *. And, having farther 
exprejsly declared, that we zx^faved by grace through faith ^ 
he adds, and that not of yovrfelves^ it is the^ift of God; 
not of worh^ lejl any manjhould hoajl ; for we are, bit 
workmanjbip^creeted in Chrijl Jefuj unto good works ^ which 

Vol. IL A Cod 

* Ver. 4, 5. ; 
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5 CHRIST THE GRAND MfiDXtJM 

/ 

Cod hatb before Mrdained^ th^t we Jhould walk in ibem* 
Regeneration being the effeft of divine ^ener gy and gracc^ 
it is moil reafonable that God fhould have/^fke glocy of it.- 
^nd good woiJu being sthe ead*pi:opofed 4}y «ur regenera- 
^on, it is highly incongruous to Geniider^b^m as the caufc 
or motive, inducing the bleffed God to fave us j for if this 
were the cafe, there would Is^ i^f& fer bpaftiag, ivher^as 
now all boailing is excluded^ * 

lathe text then we have religion it felfdefcribed^t is $i 
Building and 2. Creation ; and the intercft which pur Lord. 
Jefus Chrift hath theEein-.^we ase^cMftUd i/i j&iVb. 

As to the nature of ifttemal or perfonal religion, that 
not being the objed of this difeourfe, it may fuffice to ob- 
ferve, that the animated 'defcriptton here given of it, tends 
to confirm vrhat hath <be«n already faid, both of Itscxcel- 
lence and importance, and of the divine influence exerted 
'in^ts prddii^tion. It 19 a bmltUng £raaied by exquHite fluQ, 
and reared by .aljoaighty power ^ and when'thetpp-floneis 
brought fo]?th, ttjie h^ppy ipiiits abo^ v?tBihout with 0nc' 
voiee^ Graiie, Grace, uixto.it. it is alio a cremmn-^^ t^ov 
cremHon* Grpi fpe^<*thc ^pr4, and behold light and or- 
<L»r fpring oait/fi$J^be4M(^.luid^un£orii|ed i^hags of^he igno- 
.r^nt and depraved beast. &> that of every one who is cal* 
ledJby his naofte he feySt ^ ^^^^ creaudhimformy gkry^ 
I have formed Mm y yea J batfe made bim *. 

.But o$ir obje<^ at prelent is the intered which.x>ur Lorfl 
Jefus Chrift hath in dws great affadr. We are .created in ' 
ilim* To much the bme purpofe the apoftle fpcaks, when 
he tells us 4)f Cbri/S Imngin us the bo/>e of giory f ,• and of 
l£s beiag formed in us % ; and of the new man being re» 
ntwed in knowledge^ after the itnage of him that created 
him II • Now the fenfe is plainly this, that jhe religion of 
the iaeart, with all its powers and pleafurcs, fome way or ^ 
oibtr, owea its original exiftcnce, and its contiimed iuppott ; 

to 

* Ifa. xliii. 7. f Col. i. 27. 

J GaL iv. ip, ., J CoU ul. io» 
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fb Difr llord J-efiis Chr JH. In regard of this new iifigJom^ 

tkhioh G<kI hath fet up in the world, and in the keftrts of 

UiieO| Clirift is all in all**. 

. I. This ^vkte bkfling i$ obtained for us' through his 

mediation* 

II. It IS cOnAnunicated to m b^Tthe influence of his 
Spiritl 

III. It is produced, nouiriihedy; and tinpre^ed, by the 
fi^tl^ of his gofpeL ^nd, 

. IV. It is in its 05vn nature, the iooprds of his image oo^ 
owr heajfts and lives.-* 

Ifr %€^^^htbffruu^f(befn€4i<itionofCbrtfl,. 
; Cp|9»$unionrwith God is the grouod or ioundation of re^ 
figiotfi^ To thifr high privileged therefore^ otur firfl parents 
jverer adc^ted io their innocent^ and perfed ilate y and the 
^k6k appeared in all that peaee' and happinefi they enjoyed y 
ai}d VI ftU that cheerf^ obedieBce they for a while rendered 
^ the will of God#* But by* the fall this origbnl inter^* 
•oorre<«nth Heaven was fufpended. For it confifttd not 
ffxfih tiie hoiloOc of tSe holy and blefT^d God^ to cocverfe 
ftith a^^o^afee.znea^.nor were they in thefe unhappy circum* 
daiTces capable s£ eonTetfing. with God. So was religion^ 
that nobleft gueil that ever tiSted cnurw^rid, \y iin^moffc 
ihame&iUy driven cmt of it; Since, hoWevtr, it was tho 
mefciful deign oi Cxod,.. to dwell agaia irith men, and to 
difiUfe tlie bldfiings'of reHgion among them, it was fit foxne- 
«xpedient (hould be devifed, for rcftoring finners upon ho-* 
Routable: terms to the divine favour, for fecuring the retum- 
of the holy Spirit to their hearts, and for rendering themT 
capable of thofe di^ne plescfitrer wMd) had been totally ia« 
tevdii^ed and withheld. This expedient was the mediatioti 
tfCbrift^ A fcheme wherein the perfeftions of God are 
moft iUuftrioufl^ difplayedy to* the infinite admiration and 
joy both of iingels and men. 

As to the perfon of Chrift,. fcripture gives us the mofl 

exalted 

' ♦Col. iii, I It- 
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O CHRIST THE GRAKB MEDnTRf 

exalted Jefcriptions of it, fuch as demand our htgtieS. te* 
mage and moft profound revercnccr He k ibe only begotr* 
ten^ the well-beloved and eternal Son of God *. Tbebrigbt* 
»f/s of the Father* s glory ^ and the exprefs image ofbisper' 
fon +• He in whom dwelletb all tbefulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily X. ^be true Gpd and eternal life \\. God over alf^ 
hleffedfor ever J . This divine perfon confcnts to become 
a man, andrfo to unite hjjmanjty with deity. He is Emma'* 
nuel^ God with us ^. God manifejl in thejlejh **• And 
thus in the chara£ier of Mediator, he aflkmeff all thofe of- 
fices, and undertakes all thofe arduous fervices, which were 
neceffary to bring this difference between God and man^ 
HI the confequences of which both heaven Mid hell were 
concerned, to an happy and honourable iflue* 

The defignwas grand, and noble. Early notices were 
given of it. A feries of the moft auguft and ftrikSng mr* 
racles opened the way for the execution of it. — In the ful^ 
nefs of time, behold ! lys appears,- not in the grandeur of ail 
earthly prince, but in the humble form of a. fervant. He 
publifhes the glad tidings of fklvation with his own lips; 
Authenticates his miflion with a kind of proof fUitcd to the 
dignity and importance of it. Yields^a cheerful and per« 
fedl obe^encfe to the divine law. Suffers a moft painfidb 
and ignoniinious death.r Defcends- into the cold and iilent 
grave^ Triumphantly rifes thence bn the third day. And 
in that very nature, wherein he had thus bled and died, af- 
cends through the clouds into heaven \ where he now pre* 
lidcs over the kingdom of providence and grace, and from 
whence he will quickly return to judge the world.— What 
an allonilhing fcene this ! efpecially when viewed in con- 
nexion with the grand defign propoledy the redemption and 
lalvation of his church. Sin, the greateft of all evils, is 
expiated. The demands of the law are fully fatisfied* 

The; 

* 1 John iv. 9. Mat. iii. 17. Micah v. 2. Heb. xiii. 8. 
\ Heb. i; j* X Col. u. 9. || i John ▼, 20. 

§ Rom. ix. 5. If Mat. i. 23. ♦♦ i Tim. iL i^ 
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*¥tc riglits of government, whicK otigEf ^ef to be held fa- 
ired, are inviolabiy maintained. An equitable conflitu- 
tion is eilablilhed, upon the foundation- of his infinite merit 
alone, for the juftification and acceptaace of the beHeving 
(inner. And, in a \^«ord, effectual provifion is made for the 
rich e&ilon of all the gi^at bleffings of religion, as they 
have been illuflrated and explained » 

And that thefe were the great objeds of H« miflion, 
fcrlptar© clearly teaches> He is the Mediator httweeft 
GoJ and us"^ ;. the Latnb of God^ which Uiheth 0ivqy the 
fins of thi world \ i no man can come unto the Father y but 
by himX / he was fet forth to he a propklation for Jin^^ 
through faith in bis bloody ; in him God is reconciling the 
world to himfelf not* imputing their treffHfffes to them \ / 
for his false he forgives us our Jim ^ ^.by his obedience ma* 
ny are made righteous ** ; in him we are accepted ff ; be 
■if able tofave them, to the uttermof^ who come unto God by 
bimy feeing he ever liveth to make intercejjion for them \X; 
and, tb add no more, hyhimgrace reigns through right eoof 
nefs unto eternal kfe J^ffi So that you fee the blefled God 
•oan now convelic. with men, and men may be permitted^ 
without the leaft difhonour refle6led upon the divine attri- 
"butcs or law, to coAVerfe with God.- 

But to-bring the niatter ftill nearer tl9 tKep<»nf we have 
immediately in view. Scripture reprefents the mediati(»k 
of Chrift, as the aflualand proper (burce of all the divine 
'knowledge,- hope and joy, and of alt the real virtue, purity 
and religion, which is in the world. He is faid to be ei>- 
trufled with thefe great ble^ngs, and to difpenfe them as 
he'pleafes. He hath life in himfelf and gives itto whomfo- 
«ver he will f^J. . // pleafed the Father that in bitn^ aUfuU 
A3 neft 

• rTinh ii. 5, f l^^ »• ^P* % John xiv. 6, 

IRona. Hi. 25. J a Cor. v. 19. ^Eph.iv. ja, 

♦« Rom. V. ipr +t Eph. i, 5. %\ Heb. vii. a^. 

It Rod* f. ai. }{ J<^ y« %i% «d« Aii^ li. 2> 
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10 CHfllST.THJS GRAN9'MEDIUH 

nefs'/h'ould dwell '^ ; and of bis fulnefs we receive^ and 
grace for grace f . In him are hid all the treafures ofwif 
dom and knowledge J. When he afcended up on high^ bt 
received gifts for men, yea e^enfor the rebellious y that the 
Lord their God might dwell among them [|, And^ in a word^ 
be was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour ^ t^give repen^ 
tance unto Ifrael, and forgivenefs ofjins § • 

Througli this channel^ therefore, we may be fure, they 
nvho flourifhed in the earliefl ages, dark as their notions 
might be of the Mefiiahy derived all the piety they poffef- 
fed. And whatever there may now be of real religion, 
even in thofe parts of the world on which the gofpel hath 
■fhone with the fecblcft rays, it moll certainly owes its exi- 
Hence to- the mediation of Chrifl. No» fpiri^al blefling is 
there difpenfed to perfons of any age, country, charader or 
condition among men, but in this way. Chrifl is not the 
'God of this or that fet of profedkig Chriflians only, nor is 
lie the author of divine benefits to us alone, under the pre- ^ 
fent admimAration, but the head of the vhole church, and 
the Saviour of every individual member of it» His reli- 
gion, therefore, in this view of it, is not topical or limited 
to any particular fpot, for wherever the true love and fear 
of God is, there is a pledge and fruit of his inediation and 
grace 5 and of all good men it may be affirmed, though . 
their means of knowledge and experience may greatly dif* 
fer, that they are created in Chrijl Jefus, He is the author 
and thefinijher of their faith. Nor is there any name gi- 
ven under heaven, by which they either aftually are or can 
be faved, but his. In fhort, all fuch as are the worimanjhip 
of God ^ in this fublime and fpiritual fenfe, are built upon the 
foundation of the apoftles and prophets ^ Jefus Chrijl himfeff 
being the chief corner -flone^ in whom all the building, fitly 
framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord^ 
and becometh istn habitation of God through the Spirit ^. 

He 

♦ Ck)l. i. 19. t John i. itf. ., % Col. ii. a. 

J PfaL Uviii. 18. § AAs v. 31, f Eph- ii. %o, ?i, ai, 
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OF RELIGIO!^* IX 

He' then is at the head of this new creation, of which 
indeed at prefent we have but very inadequate concep- 
tions. He reigns fovereign over this empire, eilabliilw 
'^d in the hearts of thoufands, in the mod remote ages and 
diilant parts of our earth. 

And now, what a ftriking and exalted idea does this give 
us of the dignity and importance of our Saviour's divine and 
mediatorial charader ! And with what fentiments of grati- 
tude and love ihpuld our breafls be infpired, amidil thefe 
reflections on his condefcenfion and grace I Wiil God in* 
deed dwell with men ? not only fend down Hs Spirit to re-' 
fide in their hearts, but his own Son to taJtefleJhy and to* 
hernacle among them ? How aftonifhing the thought^ God 
incarnate !— He who made the world, an infant of days !— 
He who rules the univerfe, walking about the ftreets of 
Jerufalem, in the habit of a poor defpifed man ! — He whom 
angels worfhip, languifhing on a crofs ! We are loft in woo* 
der. ■ ■ 

Nor are thefe fa£ls alone the ground of our aftonifhment^ 
The ends propoTed are truly great and noble, and the con^ 
templation of them fires our breafts with admiration and 
joy. What an illuflrious difplay have we here of all the 
divine perfections, while we, at the fame time, reap the 
richeft fruits from this unparalleled condefcenfion and good- 
nefs ! God is glorified, and we are made happy. His ho- 
nour and our intereft are united in the man Chrift Jefus. 
Exult, Chriftians, with joy unljpeakable, while you refleft 
on thefe things. Behold the great Prophet of the churchy 
ihedding divine light upon your dark and ignorant minds, 
healing your mental difeafes, and pouring life and joy into 
your dying fouls. Behold the great High Prieft of your 
profeffion, oflFering himfelf a facrifice to divine juftice for 
your fins, and then pleading the merit of his death for your 
pardon and acceptance. Behold your King, fwaying his 
Jceptre over univerfal nature, fubduing all the powers of 
darknefs by his otnnipotent arm^ and conquering your hearts 

by 
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ta CHRIST THE 61tAlJO"MEDIC7I 

by tke efiarms of his fove and grace. View him iri thele^ 
•in all the charaftets be fuftains, and; then fay how refpleni' 
dently the divine glories fhine in the fiace of Chrift, and* 
what' infinite obligations you owe 10 his mercy and good- 
nefs. — To his mediation then is to be afcribed the exiftence 
of religion, and all the ble flings whioh rcfitlt from it y on^ 
-which account it may^ benruly faid, that we are created in 
kirn. Ag^in^ 

H. The vital powers of religion are cottmrnnicated ti^* 
<he foijl by- the inihience of bis Spirit*- 

The agency of the bleffed Spirit in reg^nneratten hatk- 
•been coniiderrd at large in the preceding* difcdwfe. AH' 
ihat is neceflary ther^for-e to be obferved here, is, that the 
-dcfecpt, inhabitation and* in^uence of the holy Spirit, are 
the happy fruits^ of the mediation of Chrift.- Hence he is' 
^yled tb€ Spirit of Chri/f*'. He is faid to be given in hi^ 
name f . And our Loid teik'-hi? diiciple«^ tbat^ on his d«^ 
parture be vtovXdfend bim to them J> And tlie apc^flfk dift*- 
Glares, that he \sjhe3 en us ahunda'ntlf tArovgh-Jefus Chrifl 
-tiur Saviour H» Since therefore, that divine power by which 
^ur hearts are renewed and made meet for^ Heaven is ob- 
tained for tts by the death and intercefiion of Chrifl, it may 
oif this account, with good^reafon be faid, that we are cre^ 
ated in him. But the coniidetation on which I fhall chief- 
•3y enlarge is, 

* III. That the faith of Chrift,. that is, of his^ doftrine and" 
the revelation made in the Bible concerning him, is the main- 
inftrument by which religion is produced, nourished, and 
improved in the heart. / iive^ fays the apoftle, yet not I^ 
•ittt Cbrifi iivetb in> me ; and tbe life which L now live irt 
the flejh^ I live by th$ faith of the Son of God f. who lovetf 
tney and ga^ bimfelffor me J?. Now it wiU be neceflaiy, 
in order to fet this matter in its proper light, to anatomize 
4hc heart of the Chriftian, and fo, by laying open the religl* 

ou* 

* Rotn» viii. 9. t Pet. i. tl. . f JcAfi xlv. %6, 

% Chap. xvi. 17. II Tit. iii. 5, 6, § 'Gal fi 10. 
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tfos affeAipns of the foul, to fhew how they arc excitcrf, 
luaved and influenced by the faith of the gofpel. To be- 
gin then, 

First, With Humiliation for Jtn. 

This is an eminent branch of piety. There can be n<# 
kitercourfe between us and an olFended God, without a deep 
fenfe of our »poflacy, ingenuous forrow for our tranfgref- 
fions, a iincere defire kA reconciliation, and an unfeigned re-* 
folution of future obedience* But the inftru£lions and mo-* 
tives which the light of nature futniflies to thefe ends are 
evidently defe6tive. We may indeed from thence, clearly 
colleft in the general, that we are guilty, that it is highly 
fit we fhould be penitent, that the favour of God is mofl 
deiirable, and that, fince he does not inflantly proceed to 
extremities, he may poflibly have thought* of mercy con* 
ceming irs. Yet, the mind and confcience arc fo dark* 
cned and depraved by fin^ that we do not fully difeem the 
aggravations of our guilrand mifery j and the ways of pro* 
ridence are fo perplexed and various, that we cannot thenc^ 
derive fuch notices of his mercy as are neceffary to excitd 
filial grief and penitence. Some farther difcoverks there* 
fore are retjuifite, in order to fix a deep impreffion on our 
hearts of our true date and condition, and to light up at 
leaft fuch a fpark of hope there, as fhall at once fhew us 
our bafenefs, ai^d caufe us to relent ingenuoufly for our finy» 
Now thefe difcoveries the gofpel affords, and in a perfec- 
tion that is truly amazing. 

In fubferviency to this great defign, a new edition of the 
law is in the firft place given us 5 the publication of which, 
en account of its immediate and neceffary conaedion with 
the gofpel, is to be confidcred as having the raoft ufeful and 
felutary tendency. It is given that the offence may abound^ 
as the apoftle expreffe* it, and that by reviving the di6lates 
of confcience which were nearly obliterated, we may fee 
our need of all that grace the gofpel reveals^ While there*- 
lE>7e the finner beholds the divine law delivered from mount 

Sinaiy 
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Sbaa, samdik thcrtaf rots of blacknds, dafkitefs and 'temptit*^ 
^nd wjiile be heara hs fpiritualit j, extent and authority, ex^ 
plaine4 by ChriA imtfhis apoftle«, he ttembles s»t the ap- 
prehenfion of his guilt, finding it to befiar more heinousy- 
romidicated ajftd" malignant than he before imagined* The 
voice of Moies is clearer, and (bunds lander in his ears, thacr 
^at of confcience ^ and the folemn trania^ioas of a- future 
judgment, as declared in. the New Teflament, rou& his ^ar» 
in a manner, the reafonings of nsrtuxal religion could not do* ' 
— ." Men, brethren, What muft I do ?— Whither' (hall L 
1* ilce ?-- .How (Ixali I efcape the wrafth that is to conq^e ?"^ 
■ ! ■■ M Thtts Teli^on begins in convf^ion of (in, wl;»eh con^- 
viftiDifi is awakened by the faitb of God's holy law, difpea-^ 
led with all this foUmnity to prepare the way for the fcafoa-^ 
2d)le and iuippy^i^iterpOi^oa of hi$ grace* / wa/ n/iW, 
fiiys the apoftlfty without tbf^ f^m imc^ i- hut wBm the ^^m< 
mandmeHt cimeiJiHr0i>iveJtttn4Iiiied*^ 
.. And now, n^^d X tell ^OH^'on the other ligad^ how th»' 
gof^l it(elf' i^ add^ptfdto^fi^en ttBeheArt, tlMJts rou& 
alarmed^into ingenuous ibrro^ and contrition ibir fin ? 'De^ 
i|mir, the natural cf^pAag of coi^vsdi^, while it terrifies, 
l^rdens. But bope^ that hope tkc gofpel infpires^ cberiihes- 
^nvickion, and improYes it into repentance. The per&Cr- 
tioa indeed of the Saviour'4 obedience, and the bittemefs- 
9f his fufEerings, confirm the ideas juft awakened in the fin«« 
ner's breaft^ of the guilt aiyt demerit of fiia : bu^ then the? 
ray of hope thence darted on his mind, difpels the horrible 
^nd unavailing gloom of defpondency which was gathering., 
about him, and excites a kind of abafemcnt and contritioa* 
in his heart, which ate the very life and fin^ws of*reli^on, 
the grand and. leadhig principle of it. While by faith ho 
beholds the Son of God meekly fulfilling the law be haci 
broken, and patiently fuffering death to expiate bis violar 
tlons of it, godly forrow is quickened into life, and diffufe« 
sik warm glow of filial grief and ingenuous fadnefs through 

♦ Rom, vii.-p* 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



lAB^reaft*. Swrprifed with tke Infinite mercy am! grace dt 
Ood in pardoning fijis, ma^y fins, heinotx^ &w-*ia pardon- 
ing them at the cxpence of the' blood ofvKls own' Son, blood 
(hed in the moft painfiE^l and ignf^nqnious xyiani)br-*and in 
follomng the pardon with exprefHpns of generofity and 
Jove irfrich Almoft exceed bcHef ; furprifed, 1 fay, mth alj 
i&m compafiion and gocJdncfe, how does his heart relent f 
To tile powerfid impfeffions of all-conquering grace he 
yields. Before the God he had aflfronted and abufed 
Ae bows. And fflA:1ng Upon his breaft, in the bitter- 
jicfs of Kis fpirit, he cries out, •* O that my head were wa- 
'^* ters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
-^ weep day and Jiight for mine iniquities ! Ah ! what an 
** ungrateful, bafe and treacherous wretch have I been, to 
^ crucify the Lprdof life and glory, and to put him to open 
** ^ame ! Never did I bAold-fin in fuch horrible c >* ours, 
** or my own f6dli(h and difingenuous heart in fuch a fad 
^* point of view, as I now fee them. While I cad mine 
^* eye, O Jcfus, to thy crofs, and remember that my fins 
•^ were the nails that fattened thee to 4t, and the §)ear that 
^ drew the vital blood from thy heart, I mourn and am in 
*** bittemefs as for an onty fon.** ' 

Thus is the faith of the gofpel the powerful means of ex- 
citing repentance for fin. And it is by a growing acqualn- 
stance with the great myllery of redemption, which fo ama- 
jzingly heightens our conceptions of the divine glories, and 
Aaws fuch a fhade over the pride of men, t1iat all thofe, 
amiable affeftions comprehended in the general idea of hu- 
mility, are cherifhed and improved in the heart. He who 
-enters by. a lively faith into the fpirit of the gofpel, cannot 
fwl of being connyfrted and becoming as a Jit tie child, of think* 
ingfoberly of himjelf^ ^tz.xsi ahharring himfetf and repent^ 
ing in dufi and ajhes. For to be created in Chrifl Jefus is 
to be thus poor in fpirit, thus meek and lowly in heart,-"^ 
Such is the tendency ^cn (tf the doftrine of Chrifl in re- 
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m6 rmuT ii» tnukND medium 

lfyt& of that humiUation and abaiemeiit oiF xnind^ wbidi if 
i|>ne eminent branch of religion* 

1?ART IL 

'The immediate refped which reli^on hath to our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, is the fubjed under conikleration. We are 
created in him^ It owes its exiftence to his mediation-^It 
is communicated by the influence of his Spirit— The faith 
of his go^el is the main inftrument of its produ£Uon and 
improvement— And it is the lively imprefs of his image 
and likenefs. The two firft have been conlidered, and we 
have entered on the third, which is indeed the main thing 
to be infixed on. Now, in order to fet the influence which 
the faith of the gofpel has upon religion in its proper light, 
I have propofed to confider it in reference to the feveral 
religious affe(Elipns of the heart. We have begun with hu' 
miliation for Jin. And we go on now. 

Secondly, To the joys of religion* 

Thefe, as I have had occafion to /{hew you in a former 
difcourfe, fpring from the pardon of fin— from intereft in 
the providence and grace of God — from communion with 
Heaven on fpecial occafiens— and Jrom a cheerful hope of 
eternal life. Now the faith of the gofpel, we fliall quick- 
ly fee, hath a powerful and immediate influence on each of 
thefe particulars. 

I. A« to the pardon of fin, and acceptance with God. 
That man is truly bleffed whofe fins being forgiven, enjoys 
a peaceful confcience, and a heart gladdened with the di- 
vine' favour and love. But what is it that poflefles him of 
thefe invaluable bleflings ? It is confidence in the facnfice, 
righteoufnefs and mediation of Chrift. Him hath God fet 
forth to be a propitiation for ^n^ through faith in his blood *. 
His righteoufnefs is to all^ and upon all th^m that believe f . 
And in him they are accepted %• Upon thefe fure <leclara- 

rations 
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%10DS t>{ the bk&d God himfelf, the innabk pemtent f^ 
liens, takes courage, lifts uj^ hk drodpiag head, aad cejoi«- 
-ces^ He had ftood treatibUng a:!^ the txibttii^'of coofetence, 
awfully dreading the ^ fentetice that hung over his gtul^ 
ty head. But wkh what new hopes jmd joys is his t^eaft 
anfpired, now he beholds Jtfiis the righteous «dVocafte Ibep*- 
ping forth to plead his C23j£t ? aod hears 1^ laybg tto his 
defponding heart, as Elihu fdd to Job, BeboU I am accofi* 
Mag to tby wijh injQ^d*sJh»di I wifi> kmjhrmud d»/ of the 
cUy. BebM my urr^r Jhali Mt mt^e d)vi ififimidy mnther 
JhoM my hand he bea^ upon thee *. " Now I knotty Riys 
** he, that God is juft, while he pardons my fins^ though 
** (b exceeding heinous 5 that he is righteous/while he ac- 
•* cepts my perfon, thoaghJelf-condemne^ 4 and that he is 
•* holy, while he receives me. into his favour, though moft 
** vile and unworthy* At his altar i find refuge, for ju-i 
*^ ftice Is i^ypeafed by the facrifice offered thereon. At 
** the throne of grace I bow, for iit is (prinkled with tim 
** blood of Jefus. Thither . I can how boldly come to a&: 
** for rne^y* Mercy I aik-«>mdrcy I find—in meijcy i 
** will rejcMce. O God^ thou art my God through Chrift.— < 
** How reviving is ihe thought !*— .Surely ^eubetfiput m6r4 
•* ^adnefs wt^ my bean than tbey enjoy, whofe corn arid 
•* vjine and oil are inereafed 4^'* . . ' 

Thusi doth fEUth minifter joy to the Ghriiiian, in regard 
of thefe interefting points of for^venefs and -^cceplanc^ 
with God. * And O how defirabUe this joy ! Who would 
not be glad to hear a voice &oin Heav^en proclaiming altoiid, 
That God is pacified towards him,, for his great and mahi- 
fbld tranfgreflions \ that he ioves him wifli a tender and . 
cordial affedion ^ that his attributes are all become fnend^- 
ly to him ^ that there is now no condemnation to him y and 
that nei^er death, nor life, nor angels, nor any other crea- 
ture, flsall t}e able to feparate him froskLthe.loycf of IGod ? 
"Who, I fay, would not be |[lad to Inar cfitdiixlvdxce as thir 

Vcw** II. B from 

♦ Job xxxiii. 5, 7. . '^ ■* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4A CRKKT ^mt. GKAMP MSOTOM 

i&om the fxt^lkni .glory ? Welt, but Qich a rdiee as-^Si 
:the btood of Chi^iil ;lfc^ to eyery p^itent and brokefi- 
>earted fiuqerj aodj^ilb iiich dmne jswdeijce and auxho- 
^7^ ,thatati8:h^l)f 4ii«utwl .to. i|<leilionJ;l3iie^u1jth of it. 
Mfii/tg Jt^tfieJ byfoith^ we J>ave peace whh GoJ^ihrough 
smr Lordjefits Chryi"*. WegloryiinX^nd^ thr<ttig/f Chrifi^ 
iy whem we bik^e jnsw rtceived.$beMt0n^fi0nt-\^ Jq lik^ 

' 2. iVt to the mfiu^bca of .di^ne fi^videi^e and^gwace^ 
To hftv^ fatlsCaAion that pioYifi^n^jflwd^for.aiiriiitewih?^ 
bpdi teonpbiai aoS fpiritusl, aU oitr way throughiife) iniift 
iturely be»a £tf tlier odcaiion.bf greart rcheerfiduefs andvplea- 
fttre» Mfiny a&d land gloomy thpugkt, in refped of tfaeCe 
jiaatters^ hath ({epnffed the ho^c^s of ev^n^good mcn?them- 
felres^ in their inonients«£ ptr{)]exity.aDd «unbeHe{L JBut 
how amusingly doth}the ^o^i^Ci&^^Az gofpel^upprehendA 
edby£utby dlfpeHhefis, dai^ clmu^ ' atxi ponr li'ghit and 
jojr into the affliifled bceaS; \ 'ix rJbveals tlie blefTed Jelii^ 
arrayed in nuijefiy and glory, folding the- rrins of prbvii 
4eQoe in hii« hand, aiHl^H^yiixg'hss iceptrejQ^erthe uni^ 
¥•£&• To hiaiit dired^.the eyeod^^^hc dejedled Ghrifliait; 
telling hjiin howWi^y, e^tably add w:qU ihe great Medi^ 
ator ai^uds the«ji|{airs,o£the world in gineral^vand' the coo-: 
cems of thofe who fear him 'in particular (^ how happily hd 
4tfpofes every ereni., whether profperous or adverie^ fo as 
beft to promote the tie«l good of his faithful people, nnm^ 
baring the hairs of ;^t^r 4iead, fixing the bbufidi^f- their 
habitation, defieii£ng their .per&ns, affifling their labours,- 
guidtng their feet^ -and foffering ^hein to wsmt no good 
tiling. At ^uch tidings as thefe," how|p:eat are the tri- 
umphs of ^th ! How is the browtof adver£ty fmobthed,. 
iioA the tears of humanity xiried up ! How are cu^rfcs con- 
verted into bleffings^aod the cup of afHidion tnadc palata- 
ble, if not|deafiuit!: At iuch tidings as thefit, /whatjiew 
joys ase^iofiifodrjiito^^e eosiforts of Hfe,' :and bow is, their 
.' . tl .t: fiavtor 
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tfatybufliwghtertfcii gnd improved ! " The L&rJj tven Jdiis^ 
** rtign^ih^ let ibie Chriftkn rv^V/b^," ... 

But the divine lifi^ Tfiuch is io^mtelj xncire important- 
^ika the nftt^tal, needs UkeWiJeftMaetlimg^ailjtoi fufiaiii^ 
aftid chcri(h it, taimfJrOve and. defend it^' Such provtiioilt^ 
the gofpcl flakes. Sub(!«iti»l j^oi^ it hxtm{\\t% to fatisfy the 
Hungryfoul ^ gold tried in the fife i^ entith M^^nMte raiment 
m adorn it, and everlajHng anm /d fttff>Of^ and proteB it^ 
Theperfon^of ChtS, hii atoii^ideitti li^tcmifnefe and i«- 
tferceffidhj his' cfffietrfr, gwCe and pitmife^ ate all fubje^» 
of the mdil pleafing ecniteitipldtion^ ibtirces of the moft d«^ 
Tinfe eofifelation, Traxtfc^kidefltly' captivating muft th# 
besaties rf kispdrf^ti be, >vho, though «t tam; accounts it mt 
robbery to be equal %i)itb God^ andVi the hr^bitnefs of bis fa^ 
tb^r'^s glory\ imdtheedcpi^fs ifUdge'df bis perjent In him are 
hid tr^afi:^es of wifdtfih ated bndwkdgc^ of gracie and' love ; 
tb him theChrimaar »s?iMffea by Wiiidifibloble bond 5 and 
&Gi» hl» fti^fs^^ h# ^e^vet)i^a^gra<:e for grace. Great^ 
therefore mud b6 the blift^^vkich the godd man feels, ivhile 
Iry a Tktt\fM^\i€ dmt^ii>ti^xhtk (bblime truths. How 
does the^fight of Ghtift anixnat^ hini to his duty, and make 
fim fo:get' thfc- pains ahd fatrgiieS ^hich attend it ! , like 
the m^ of Bethlhehiefli, h6w do^^-he '&out^ amidft the' 
tliil^ and- iibours of the -field, at the approach of the ark, 
tie fymbol of thediVihe*pfefenceand'^ory \ At the fiew 
of him 'whom his foul Ibveth, how are his broken fpirits re-- 
vived in" a^ time of advcrlity ! how^is his feeble heart fu-- 
ftained in the feomr of death^. end hoti^ noble a fuperiority* 
does he obtain over all the power* of -darknefs ! ** Tbrougir 
^^Chrifl-njc^oflr&ngthtnHbnU!^ with ttiumph he cties, I cart' 
*^' do all 'things. His grace is fnjkient for mie. Iwiiigio'*- 
*' 0*» J^^-i I "^iii take pleafure in infirmities^ that bis power/ 
**^ may r&Jl iipofi me.^* 
' 3. Commtmioh vmh God on fpeciar occaiionj, is like<«' 
i^ife another foufce of religious joy. To contemplate the' 
(Kvine perfedions difplayed in his works, and to breathe* 
. . T -. ■ • - ' ^out 
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^tt CHRIST THE GIU1NI> MEDIUM 

^ ^e fbui to ym ixi prayer and pnd&y moft be an mdras^ 
ting and ixnpraving exercUe ta a renewed mind. But how 
i9 ^bis tabe even attempted with any degree of i^aiure, if 
no regard be had to Chrift f Cuk a: creature, confcious to* 
itielf of guilt and vebel^oa, vnth compofure approach the: 
awful prefence of provoked Omnipotence ^ Can a heart de-^ 
filed with fin enjoy itfelf ki the immediate view of fp0tk& 
holinefa ?— Itcpamot* Soa^verfe is the finnet to commu- 
nion with Gkxd, that he infiantly ihrinks back at the very 
idea of that great Being* And when conlcience, HeavenV 
vice-gereikt^ forces hina into fome kind of intescourfe witb^ 
P^ity^ filing,. IVbert art thou / with confterfiation he re- 
plies, like the fi*ft man, / b^ard thy vme^ mndwifs qfrau/y 
hecnufe I was nakej^ mnd / bid myfilf^. 
• But how i» the fcene' changed, when by fsath he appre-^ 

abends the blefied Jefus, in the chara^^r pf Mediator, ^nd- 
i|3g between him, a guil^ p^Hutgd criminal, and God his* 
infinitely juil and holy Ji^dge ! The ^onC^ptioas he oow^^ 
forms of the fupreme M^eilyy th«nigh i^R awful and tre*^ 
mendous^ are foft^ned with ^ ple'^fing mixturt of gc^ntlcr 
nefs and love.. In thi? new and Hving way he can have ac* 
cefs, wkh confidence, to the ob^d he before dteaded 3 and- 
ean enjoy thofe meditation^ on the perfe^ti^isund works- 
of Gpd, which.;>Aiere before padnfnl. and diApeiTing;^ The^ 
angel of the covenant havwg laid his hand upon him,, and^. 
faid, man greatly belofued, fear not, peace be unto^tbee^, 
bfjirang, yea bejlrong;. he inftantly recovers newilrength,^ 
and replies with the prc^het. Let my Lord/peak^ Jhr tbou^ 
h4ifi firengtbened me f . Emb<Jd«ned by the intercefiioa.. 
of tWs able, and righteous advocate,, h^ can bow before the^i^ 
Almighty iwith holy freedom y and through this mediun^ 
difcover new glories in the blelled God, fuch as* fas furpa&. 
all thofe other notices of him which nature or pravidence^ 

' fpxnifhv Now he fees mercy and truth meeting togetber^ 
right eou/aeft and peace kiffing each other %. And how. 

doea 
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C^ RELIGION. - in 

Leslie exult at the pleaflng fight ! It ' gives new energy' 
tb his addreflcs, puts him in poffeflion of the blcflings be 
^eks, at the inftant he is a&ingthem, and unites prayer 
^d praifc in one breath. And then, once more, 

4. As to the hope of heaven j 1 hardly need tell you it' 
is by all ackpfAvled^jred to be a juft occafion of gladnefs and 
joy. To be perfuaded 4h^t when this mortal life is ended 
Khali enter on a ftate of exiftence the nlbft' happy, and 
which fliall {iiffer no change, how reviving, how tranfport- 
i«g the thought \ But whci>ce can we colle6l a juft idea^ 
df that ftate, a fatisfsi^ory proof of the reaUty of it, and 
fftch condderations as* may reafbnably entourage our hope 
of pofleffing it, exceptfrom the dodlrine of ChriH ? A gc- 
rteral hint of that future world once thrown out may in- 
deed fet itnagination at work 5^ and the (aUics of an a^ive 
and fprightly fanty in this ^ay m«y entertaitt and pleafe.- 
But imafginWti^n and'fanc]^^rc very infufficient grounds for 
fnbftantial hope and joy*. Thishoivever is not the cafe 
hfere. The eye of faith ^ aflifted by ^ the difcoveries which 
Ghrift hath made, defcries the good land, thcwgh afar off, 
with a clearnefc which fenfe and imagination* cannot pre- 
tend to J affures u^ of the^ reality of it upon principles 
which nature and reafbn cannot of themfelres fuggeft 5 and 
induces a hope of perfonal intcrcft in it which is as ration- 
al as it is cheerful and animating. And hence Chrift is 
emphatically, faid to be maj the hops ofgiory/'^,. 

-What are all the fond conceits of heathen poets, whew 
ctentioned at the- fame time with thVcxalted ^ defcriptions 
of heaven, drawn by the pens of prophets and apoftles ? 
What the puerile and uncertain reafonings of philofophers, 
founded at beft on mere probabilities, when compared with 
the commanding evidence refulting from the refurredion 
and afceniion of the' Son of God ? And what the flattering 
expeflatioii which comparative goodnefs, and a general 
ptrfuafion of the mercy of God icfpire, when put in the 

• B^ • ' fcaia 
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icaleivith the hope built on the mediation of Chrifi, and 
the exprefs promiiie of the Bible, and which, at the fame- 
time, approves itfelf gennine, by i\s fuitable influence oa 
our tempers^ and lives I Sudi a hope is truly noble and di- 
vine, and when in lively exercife cannot fail of reviving 
the heart, and gladdening the countenance*. The joys of 
faith^ as the apoille fomewhere exprefles it^ have, in many 
inftances, balanced the mofl grievcms forrows of the prefent 
life, and enabled lum, who was naturally the moft timorous,, 
to rufh fearlefs into tlie arms of death. And though, alas ! 
through various caufes, our hopes are many times at a low. 
ebb, yet the gofp^l hath the fame afped it ever had on our 
future interefls, and faith the fame power to brighten, rea- 
lize and appropriate unfeen and eternal things.<— Thus, ia 
the joys of religion, you fee the faith of ChriH hath an inti- 
mate and immediate concern. And the like concern it hath,^ 

Timu>LTf, In that iiuruyt of heart wUch is the very c£- 
fence of religion* 

If there be iuch a thing as feligion, it muft conijfl in % 
reverential fear, and fincere love of God, in a cordial deiire, 
said diligent aim and endeavour to mortify our fecret cor- 
ruptions, in a fovereign contempt of this world,, when put • 
7 a competition with another, and in fervent afpirations of 
heart after likenefs to God, and the everlafiing fruition o£ . 
him in heaven, ^ Now the faith of the gofpel is the mofi 
dire^l and effedual, nay the only means, with a divine in- 
fhience, to infpire us with this divine temper.— The only 
means, 1 fay \ for the reafonings of natural religion are toa . 
feeble to compafs thefe great objeds : as he fnrely muil be 
fcniible, who is at all acquainted with the hiftory of man- 
kind, and as 1 have largely (hewn in the preceding difcourfe. 
How ilowly hath the bufinefs of even external reformation - 
advanced, when attempted up<m principles of philofophy 
and fpecuiation only ! Nay, with the aid of human laws, 
how difficult have moralifts found it to hold men within 
tl^ bounds of CQUUOon decency 1 Will, then, their reafon- 
ings. 
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ings, will their perfuafions, forcible and eloquent as tbey 
may be, turn the tide of corrupt nature, root up inveterate 
pafiians, fubdue men's inordinate love of the vrotld, and 
rafc their hearts to God ? Ah ! no. It were an idle 
thing, as experience hath fhewn, to expe6^ it. But the 
faith of the gofpel challenges all thefe difiiculties. It may^ 
it hath fubdued kingdoms of vice and iin fimaly eftabliihed 
in the hearts of men y wrought righteouihefs^ in oppofition 
tp all the efforts of Satan ; flopped the mouths of angry 
paflions that have roared like lions ^ quenched the violence 
of fierce lofls that have raged like fire 5 and put to flight 
the armies of hell and death. 

Here I might (hew yd^ how this faith operates in regard 
of all the powers of fin and holinefs, and how the confide- 
rations the gofpel fuggeds are levelled againfl every fecret 
corruption, and adapted to excite, (Irengthen, and promote 
every oppofite grace. But it were endleis to be particular. 
Nor need I, fince you have already feen the influence of 
this faith to produce godly forrow for fin. In general,. He 
who bath thts hope in bim^purifietb b'lmfelf as Gad is pure *. 
It is an exalted and pleafing idea, which Chrifl hath given 
u^ of the blefied God, and of the duty we owe him, in his 
own peribn and do^lrine. In him, tbe only begotten of tbe 
Fatber^ wbo is full of grace and trutbf^ we heboid tbe glo* 
ry of God; and bebolding it as in aglafs^ how are we cban^ . 
ged^ after our meafure, into the divine likenefs, by tbe Spirit 
of tbe LordX ! How does the indignation he hath expref- 
fed agsrinft fin, in the death of his Son, vehemently provoke 
our. deteflation of this the greatefl of all evils ! How does 
a believing reile^lion on the forrows and fufferings of Chrift 
for our difingenuity and folly, aid us in our flrugglcs with 
powerful lufls ! And how do the mercy and love he hath 
herein manifefted to our immortal fouls, fweetly conflrain 
us to the love of holinefs ! We fear tbe Lord and his good^ 
nefs (I, while we here fee all his attributes fhining in their 

native 
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i4' CHRIST THE GRAND B^DIUM 

native liiftre, and, at the fame tiioae^ harmonizing in our fa^ 
vour. And we feel ourfelves moved' by the gratitude the- 
gofpel infjxireSj to the pracllce of trutK and' juHice, of meck-- 
liefs and patience, of purity and felfdemalj tb contfefmpt oF 
the world, and an ardent purfiiit of divine and heivenlyob-^ 
je£ls. Yhe grace of God which hath appeared unto its ^, 
teaches us to deny ungodlinefs and worldly Ittjls^amd to live' 
Jhberly, right eoujly^ and godlily, in this prefent evil*voorld*„ ■ 
Axidi the^ love of Chrijl conjiraineth us, to^Hve not unto our- - 
Jelves^hut unto him who died fir us f . Sxirely he who hy*. 
faith coTrtemplatcs the fchemc of redemptiorf, /who realizes ? 
it, and enters into the fpirit of it, cannot fall of having his^-^ 
heart by th^fe means refined from the dregs of firi and fenfe, , 
aiid elevated*' to God; I^ if The lifted up^f^ys Chriil, wilP 
S^aw all men unto me J? — draw them from the love- of fia » 
to the love of God^ . 

; The exalted piety and- devotion df'th'e apofil(is and pri-- 
ixlitive faints are truly adfiairable* But how did they at- - 
tain to thefe noble 'heights ? It was by the knowledge and' 
faith 'of the gofpel. This- was the water of life^ which, 
"^ile it refreftied their drooping fpirits, quenched their ea- - 
gfer third aften terreilrial joys and pleafures. The more ' 
lirgely they drank of thefe living ft'reamSj the more pure* 
and fpiiritUal were their hearts." This it was that crucified • 
them to the world, and the v/orld to them. This was thc> 
armour in which they clad themfelves, for all their Conflifts 
\vith fin and fenfe. Strengthened with this divine faith, ^ 
tliey entered the lifts with the world, and obtained a brave 
fuperiority over its flatteries and frowns. Tliey knew na 
religion but- v^hat had Chrift for its foundation,- and what' 
oived its exillence and improvement to the influence of his ^ 
Spirit. Chrijl with them was all in all. It was therefore 
through him, through his do6lrine and grace, they, became 
fuch mirrors — fuch examples of humility, meeknefs, forti- • 
tude, and every other heavenly virtue. Through thofe 

exceeding: 
♦ Tit, ii. ii,n. f s-Cor. v. 14, 15, % John xiI/31. 
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mc^eding great and preciQut promijes^ of which Chriil pof- 
feffed them by his gofpcl, they were m^At partakers of the 
divine nature* ; they eleanfed themfelves from all filthinefs 
offiejbandfpirit^ perfeBing holinefs in the fear ofGodfi 
^ad willingly coofecrated their hearts living temples to the 
worihip and fervice of the living God. 

PART IIL 

Wfi have feen how the faith of the gofpcl tends to ex* 
cite and promote in the heart, repentance, Joy, and purity- 
Let us now coniider, 

Fourthly, The influence It hath upon that divine chart* 
tj and friendjhipy which are on all hands acknowledged to 
be one eminent branch of religion* 

• Motives no doubt there are iniiumcrable, without recur- 
ring to the Chriilian fcheme, which may with advantage be 
Hrged to perfuade us to the love of God and our neigh- 
bour. 'Vj^e reafon withi^ filently teaches us, that God 
is the mod perfeft of all beings, and while the works of; 
creation and providence around us, loudly proclaim his 
greatnefs and goodncfs, evidence cannot be wanting to con* 
vift that man of miferable difingenuity and folly, who doth 
bot admire, adore, and love his Creator and Preferver. 
And while thofe bands of nature fubfid, which tmite men 
in one body, and make them mutual fharers in each other's 
interefls, no one can claim an exemption from obligations 
of fympathy^ benevolence, and friendfhip. Yet forcible as 
thefc realbnings— thefe feelings may be, and indeed arc, 
how wretchedly defective are the generality of mankind in 
thefc two great points of duty ! It is a faft to be credited, 
not on the authority of fcripture only, for experience and 
obfervation iufficiently atteft it, that the carnal mind is en* 
ntity againjl God^ and that the greater part of the world 
live in malice and envy^ hateful and bating ene another. 

Sad' 
♦ 7, Pet. i. 4« fa Cor. nx. z* 
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Sad rfefieaion thfs !— Chanty ntvtrthelcfS therfe W, BiiT 
Ais fair and pleafintftuh, if getiHihc, is of divine grcrwtl).; 
Jx is t\ie offspring of faith. IV is a kOTon no \f hferc taught* 
\tith fuch cleamcfs, as in the Ichool ofChrift, and a temper" 
no where imbibed fo freely and largely^ as at the pure foun-* 
taia of his do6lrine» • 

r. As to God, how powerful are the arguments by which- 
we are here allured to- thd love of hira ! The virtues of a 
finite being, though (haded' with msfny imperfcaSUons, com- 
mapd the efleem and reverence of beholders j even of thbfc 
who arc not' liflmcdiately behefite'd' by them; But What* 
arc all the charms of the faireil charAfter on eardi or vcC 
heaven, when compared with tliofe of the blelftd God, %sr^ 
exhibited to our view in the gofpel'of his Son ! His excels 
lencies arc- here dlTplayed in the mo'ft in\ating light, and* 
our adnririhg eyesare held faft ta this the moft amiable "of" 
aiVobje£tSj by the goodnefs as well as thcrbcatity tftat tKfencC 
beams on us. (jod is Jove^ dnd.ke, tbdt dweiietb ifi /dif#, 
SwelUtb in God, and God in bim^^. Nature, wfeilu^e pours 
her- buimties upon us, points to> Him ss our Benefador, and^ 
bids us adore "arid love him. But how much louder, more* 
authoritative, and commanding, is the voice of fsuth ! How^ 
irtefiilibly. ptrfuafive are her argtanentSy wtilft fhe pro-'- 
ciaims in our ears the free pardon of infinite ofiencts, ancf^ 
the fure promife of everlafling happinefs, telling us thafr^ 
thefe are blefliiigs obtained for us, at the expence of t\\p* 
tears and fufferings of the Son of God ? 

Love begets love, and the effcfl willbear feme refem- 
blance to the caufe. But what cxpretTiOn of love like that- 
of God's fending his own Son to die for rebels ? Can I be- 
lieve this great truth— can I enter into the true fpirit of 
It — can I hope, or even only imagine myfelf ihterefled in 
it, and not catch fire at the thought ? Greater love batb no 
man tban tbis^ tbat a man lay down bis life f Or bis friend '\' ; 
tut God commendeib bis love towards us^ ifi ttat wbiU we 
" ' were 

♦ 'I Johft iv. i4;ir *f Rom. t. ff*. 
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p3^£^etji^}rs^ Chriftditdfor ur *•■ O the 'height, thj? 
-tfeptb, aad the lei^gth of .ijije-lorvcpf God in ChriA J^fus i 
A^ pt^Hb h^om^l^fi^. ^he iiv^/.ii^h^ of this amazing 
jBXpir^tflipn of <liYiiiC!,^ei?cy s^;grage,^7^ nee?ds kindle ia 
-:the heart a ^ame of gratitude xto God.-i— JFall. down, Chrir 
Aiatf, at the fee^t of this if^nttely gloijious Beiag. Admire 
^nd adore. ]us traufcendex^^^c^iLencies, .Dwell^in your 
^ontempl|at39fis^on th^m, tiU;you^are,diffQlvedin love, and 
^e]:^by inyour.nreafMxe aflimilatedto his liken^fs, who is 
^he £Quat^\af ^ be^tj, ^erfedioo, ^d haj;^ifie{s. And 

r 2. As to men^ no arguments fiuelj have fuch mighty 
^rce ip tiiem to perfuade us to mutual ^ve, as thofe the 
j;ofp^l fuggefts* Wh^t amazing. philanthropy is (hat 4\hich 
.4di^ieth4he bMM @o4 to t^e humcn^ nature into unioa 
'frith 4eity ^ and inclines his own Son to buffer ^he pains of 
vdeathy tha^^enemtes^scvay become fharei^s, not c^ mercy only, 
IhK faoanj^ ^ no( of :g^mpathy^nl79 but delight and love ! 
"This gr^t truth imprcffisd on the heart, muft needs ftr^ngtb- 
jKi t}\e pfittiral ^es of humanity, and hind men fafler to one 
lanother in love and /riendAip tluin ever. It mud needs dt* 
late the nund of inan^and miike it capable of embracing 
-millions of immortal beings inthe^rms pf pure benevolence^ 
It mufl needs fo&en ih^ rugged and unyieding a£Fe6Uons of 
.the &ul, and fill the bread vrith fentimenU ^f tendemefs^ 
;|;ener<^y and love, Mtriby ^rceive we the Uve of God^ 
hecaup beJmddown bis 4ife for us i and we ougbt 4o lay. 
ciaWH our lines Jor 4be brethren J, 

How«can 'wrath, hatred and revenge lift up their heads 
atthefoot of i6ilfcrois,.whofe blood expiated the guilt of 
^&o(e who erueUy and m^lioioufly Qied it ? How can he ob- 
iHnately refufe lo forgive anc^her a few injuries, who hath 
Himielf been fergrv^en.gr^at and num^ous ounces ? And; 
how call Af be iilienfible to thefuffcrings 6i his fellow-Chri- 
^iane^ .wbo 1^ &itib Jias^a4:f^\yilHP ^th Chrift in his ? 
: ' —Behold 
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18 CRRIfT THE GRAND BtBDnm 

— Beliold the Saviour^ Chriftiati, who, though be was rkh^ 
for your fake became ^r^ tbatyou througb bie poverty mlgbt 
become ricb ; and then a& yourfelf. Whether you can fliut 
your bowels of charity againil the diftreffed ? Stand by him 
whilft weeping over Jerufakm \ and tell us, Whether you 
can retrain mingling your tears with his, for the nuferies « 
impenitent finners are bringhig upon themfelves ? Be a wit- 
nefs of the tender fcenes which paSed between him and his 
difciples, eipccially at the clofe of his life j and fey, Whe- 
ther thofe natural, friendly and religious affe^ons you owe 
towards thofe around you, are not re6ned, foftened and im* 
proved by thefe views ? " See how the Chriftians love <me 
** another,** was a common obfervation in primitive times* 
And the apoftle John hath with good reafon made this a 
mark or evidence of the new birth, We know that we have 
pajfed from deatb unto ilfe^ becaufe we love the brethren ; 
he who lovetb not bis brother y abidetb in death *. 

Thus have we feen how religion, in all thefe various ex* 
preffions of it, is produced, nourifhed and improved by the 
feith of the gofpel.i— It now remains to be confidered, as a 
farther illuftration of the regard it hath to Chrift, 

IV. That religion is in its own nature an imitation of his 
temper and example. 

The regenerate are created in ChriJ}^ that is, fafliioned 
after his image and likenefs. To him they bear a hear re- 
femblance, as children do to their parents \ and as the wax 
does to the feal whence it receives the impreflion* Ta 
which purpofe, the apoftle tells the Romans, that God had 
predeftinated them io he conformed to the image of bis Son^ ; 
and in the warmth of his afiedUon, azures the Galatians^ 
that he travailed in birth for them, till Chri^ was formed 
in them X* As in thefirft creation, man was made after 
the image of God, fo in the fecond, after that of the Lord 
Jefus. Wherefore his temper and conduct, when here on 
earth, maybe confidered as a delimeaftic^ o£ itidigMm in its 

hi^efl 
♦ 1 John ill. 14,* f Hotli: viii.^^. J Gal.iv* t> 
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Kglicft perfeAion. He appeared, It is true, in our worlc}, 
with other and more important ^iews than that of becom- 
ing our example j yet this is exprefsly declared to be one. 
Me bath left us an example that w^jboyidjollow bisjleps *. 
And in what An amiable and ftriking light doth his ex* 
•ample appear, as it is drawn out to our view by the evange- 
llAs ! I cannot now enter into the particulars of it, or J 
anight, tell you of the truth, fincerity and uprightnefs of his 
lieart \ of the fweetnefs, tendernels and goodnefs of his dif- 
pofition \ of his humility, meeknefs and patience \ of his 
temperante, felf-denial and fortitude \ of his piety towards 
his Father, and his compaffion to men. I might ihew you 
with what heavenly and unremitting luflre and glory, thefc 
-divine graces (hone out in the whole of his deportment. I 
might for the illuftration of them, refer you to his public 
fermons, his familiar diicourfes, his private devotions, his 
Unwearied labours to do good \ to the miracles he daily 
wrought, and the various and unparalleled fufferings he en- 
<lured. I might, in a word j call upon his parents, ^ Is bre- 
thren, his difciples, his countrymen, yea his enemies them- 
felves, to bear witnefs to the integrity of his life, the puri- 
ty of his manners, and the tranfcendent brightneis and per- 
fedion of his obedience. 

And now, what is the religion of the heart and the ge- 
nuine expreflions of it in the life of a real ChrlfUan, but a 
copy, a faint copy at leaft, after this bright and pcrfcd pat- 
tern ? It is indeed impoffible for us in the prefent ftate to 
rcfemble Chrift exaflly. Yet his example is the ilandard 
to which we ftiould aim to arrive, and by which we fhould 
frequently try ourfelves, in order to come at a due know- 
ledge and fenfe of our defeds and imperfe6lions. And it is 
our fingular. advantage that we have fuch a fair pattern be- 
fore our eyes : for here we are not only inftru6led in the 
perfeA will of God, but we have it drawn out to our view 
in living charaflers, and are urged to obedience by motives 
Vol. II. C of 

» I Pet. ii. ai. 
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^f ' tKeTnbft^getieibtrs'aitd anfmatiiig Satiii-c. *lt is*thc'^x- 
'^trlpie of h?m' Wfio^'ilv^y-^ahd'tfiefd^fbr' us ; *fo Aat'-wHile Wc 
*Alre BbiinH'by eV(iiy'p8ffiHle^c6Hfiider^ti6n, fo ih^trt^tHat 
'leatt the inditTatibn" 6f it, We hte'af ^KefdrH^ tiftie ibctit^d % 
-the'gtace:6f ^the'gtir^d, frdmnKat 'fttivffh fear Shd 'dread, 
'\vith'v^lu<ih'the'n6t lUcceedllig ' to tto pet^'fti'OnVeivifti 
\v6dld()theriv'ife1'nfpii'e lis. 

And iftay I hOt^atErtn that'there'lii^'e'bdfen, tWat theife 
'flill"al:e,^foiiie*hapt)y'perf6fts'who are thus created' in CBrifi 
Jefus / Lobk'a^oWd the cirdedfyottr'^C^Uatoabde, 'Sits, 
'■^fidTae whetKer^ybH eartrtbt'fix youi^eyes titioii'6ne'!ieVe"afM 
'there, in 't^-hbtn is ihe 'fdme^tnyiit'as^y^^%in^%m? who'ls 
^ineek '^Vid Idivly in heart, caiit5biis' and dreilinfp€<ft ' in* Ms 
behaviour, cofitehtedahd^cheerfol in die flatibn Pr^vidfende 
^h^th plated 'h!rn, patient* atnidfl the trials ahd fuKerfflgs^Bf 
'life, lively atid^ferViht In the dffthafge bf reli^ibas duties, 
glad of^^eryopj^ortUnity to'do good, 'ferfiMe df his mHi 
Tdefefts aftd tm^ef feMotts, aptto belieVe bthers'better thaa 
"Hltnfeir, ^li'd ebrdially difpiffed'to gWe '-Grid the glory of Ms 
'falVatibn ? Atnlable 6haralfter tlfis I 'And'fio*w,*W'ht)feitnage 
'd'bththis'itl^n bfear ? ^JdwAviUfay^it is theimWgebf XBhHft.- 
add i>^'Wiir gratefully atkftbWled'ge, thatit is the 'gra^e of 
Chrift which hath formed him into this temper. By the 
grace of God t am *Coh'at lam *. 

• *rhus Mve I '(heS\m j^bu, ^ikat ^he religion ' of the heart, 
■^ith all* the powers and pleafuves'bf it, owes its exiileWe 
dnd ftippbrt to the Lord Jefus Chrlil. it is a bleiTirtgbb- 
'tained ibr'us through'his' mediation — ^ccmtnunitated to lis 
^hy the rifluetice bf his''Spint-^proidaced,notirr(hed andim- 
'prbVid fay the faith of his gof^el— ^aftd in -its own-nature, 
^the fttipreft' of his image on our heatts-iand lii^es. And "thus 
"are We cnatbd in Chrift Jefus, 

*"With two or three reflef^ions I fhalldbfe'this fubje6L 
l.'FtbtnWhat'hath been-fard, we^fee the infufficienciy bf 
'natural idigtbn 5 an btifcryation which hath- fre^^ritly oc- 

eurred 
* I* Cor. XV. 10. 
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ctitvtijir) tlje^ craurre. of., this, fqrmon. Ala^ I nl^a;^.a.vair>> 
enqpty^tH^g^inu^J: Urat piety-iT-tlm^ dcvotign be, wiifih hath 
UQv r^gm:4 to th^, L^Qf:d ^ JeAis . Chiifl j oi; \\hicl^, if it doth, 
p^y^fome- g^n^f^l re^ai:4. ta him, yet coqfidcfa him not as 
the.grfnd'.inedium.o£r£]igion I If it b<?. tru^.th^t hc^ rofe 
fKorn.th^ 4^^>. it i§, alfq tr^athat ther^ i^ no. cou^ing.tQ" 
Qod but by-hjiiv, IJe harfihimfelf faidfoi AjkJ ifiethinK^ ' 
a^fober. apfj ii^if ar^ial refl^iStipq.oii the fallen- ftate of, rqan- 
kind, would of itfelf, go a gopd \\:ajF^tawatda,canvihciog, 
i^^ujn tl^e g^n^al,, tha^ fqi^etliipg faj^her ir^d be. nec^effa^ ^ 
ry-to rjeGavea:;thfn[),frjon^,t]ieir.a|)aftacy, and tp.reftore them 
tQ.theilil^eaMi.Qf G-qd^ befid^^viat the, ligjit of nature is 
capably q£ difcoy^iog. Th^ eyidenge, haweyer, attend- 
i«g th^.n^if^oa of. Chf^ft, is fo gxand. an<l iltiking, ajid th^ 
exj4ajw^i^jwh^chjthe.appil:l^.g^V£^us,of his dodnfiej is fo 
fnbtofie andexaljt^, that he who believes the: oi>e, and. hath. 
a©?' jt^ft id^a. of the oj^r, oannot poffil?ly treat revelation 
TVl^hfiftdifferencer-withindiiTeience I fay, as if it contained* 
i^^^rs whjph we might hajre re;iiaiiied totally ignorant of, . 
whh; little, pr no inf:oavemence vyhatfqever. The religion. 
p^ tl^ m\}\t: is^aa animating thjng. But that of. me;*e nature 
r$.a;^^dqd with doubts not to be fplyed by reafpn, an4 \^iUi 
4i®pi*lM?fi, not tp bpi furmpunted by bui^aanity. I£ ever 
therefore, we are created anew, it muft be in Chrifljefus^ 
|f:<v^r we ar^ admitted tp^ communion Kfth God> it. i^uft 
he tlvpqgh. hl^.n^ediatioQ. i^nd if ev,^ we ppffefs the reaL 
fpiri^ of \^taLrjeligipn, it muft, he by the.&Jth of bi^.d^arine 
a»4 grape,' To Chrift^therefbTe,. 

- 2j.- ^.et pur.e^yes afl4; hearts be. cpj?i|antly.dire^, in aU; 
thfi grgat co^cetrt?^. ^e haye^tp^t^anfa^a, with Heaven, Ven- 
tUj::e.UP^ fisijer, Uo a|)p;io^fil^ God in any oth^r way than, by 
tHQfft$^p^>rightepu.fii^ft;aftd.inteirceiSpnof lii^ Spi?. Such 
a«i..^t^i^t;^iUbe.<feemfid.theheighf^ p^ \^gT,9^:kt^?iVi^ 
I^^fuHijptipni^i.tj \yi/l a^r^vate ypur .guilty an4 yfi\\ he fiirc; 
to, 4i;ajv upon you tl>e divine refentment . If you wt// thinic 
©f appealing juftice, by your repentance^ or oj^ iperiting the 

favour 
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32 CHRIST TH^ GRAND MEDIUW 

favour of God by your future obedience, you muff take the 
confequence of this bold rcjedion of Chrift and his grace ^ 
Behold allje that kindle ajire^ that compafs yourfilves about 
with /parks ; walk in the light ofyourjirey and in the fparki - 
that ye have kindled. This Jhall ye have of mine hand^ 
faith the 'Loid^ ye Jhail lie down inforrow *. There is no 
name given under heaven^ by which you can be faved^ but 
the name of Chrifi f. How then will you efcapcy if you 
rifgJeB this great fait ation % ? 
' And there being fuch a medium of accefs to God, hovr 
great is the encouragement which from hence arifes to him. 
v^ho is fen&ble of his guilt and mifefy, who wiflies above 
all things to be reconciled to his offended Creator, and * 
hungers and thirfls after the fubilantial bleffings of religion !* 
Come unto me, fays the Saviour himfelf, all ye that labour^ 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you re/l H- Why 
Should you then yield to defpondency > Why {hould you 
perplex yourfelves with doubts and fears ? God is infinitely 
jiTierciful, and he is juft, whilft he is the juftifier of him who* 
believeth in Jefus. Chrift is able to fave them to the ut- 
termoft, who come to God by him •, and he hath declared 
ht will in nowife caft tliem out. Fly to him by faith. 
1 ntrufl your concerns in his hands, and be alTured all will 
be well. 

Nor let thofe who have known Chrii!, and believed m 
him ever lofe fight of him in the exercifes of their hearts^ 
about divine things.' Fix your eye, Chrillian, upon him 
in all his charafters and offices, as your prophet to inftru^ 
you, as your prieft to make reconciliation for you, and as 
your King to rule in your heart, and to fubdue your ene- 
mies. Look fteadily to him •, and fo make your humble 
approach to God in the duties of religion j fo arm yourfelf 
for your confiias with fin, Satan and the world •, and fo be 
prepared to endure the troubles of life, to fubmit to the 



droke* 
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/froke of death, and to appear before the tribunal of the 

3. What gratitude and cheerfolnefs fhould poffefs our 
hearts, while we thus refle£l on that happy and glorious 
medium of intercourfe, which ti»e blefled Sod hath ap- 
pointed between? him and us ! The wifdom of this conflitu-- 
tion is not fully to be comprehended by us, and the good- 
neTs of it furpaffiss all imacrlnation. Yet enough, forely^ 
we know, both of the wiidom and goodnefs of it, to infpire 
our breails with joy and gladnefs, with^ admiratiQn and 
praife. May the contemplation of this amazing fcheme of 
falvation be our frequent and noblcrft entertainment, in our 
>vay through this world ! and at length may: we arrive at 
that happy ftate, where \qe i^ft fee as we are fecn, and 
know as we are known ! Tlien will the* prayer, which the 
fuffering Jefusaddreffed'^ta his Father, in the days of his 
f3©ih^ 1?^ iuUf anfw^e4, to the infinite fati§fja£\ipn of all his 
f^i^Uful difcijples, Father^ L wil^ that th^y whom thou hcjl 
given ////i^ bj^ ^"J^ w^ ixxhereL I am^ that they may heboid 
my gJioKy *• 5^>t. 1 m\x^ not clpfp witli9Ut r^mii^ding you^ 

4^ . j&^nd l/aill)J,. Of the ftrong obligations whi^ch all this 
^ace l.ay5 uj?on you, Chriftiansj to univerfar9bedjence. 
1^, Qf;e, Gp(LU vgorkmqnjkipy created,- in Chriji Jefys unto 
gj9odw9^is^, ViiJcb God^hath before ordained ^ that you Jhould 
Vf4i/k in. ib^fff. It is fit that be who hath re^ed this fpi- 
ritu^l, builjjin^^ a^nd who ha,th Iprought thi? ntvf creation in- 
to, ^j^Uenc^, ^pul4 havje the honour, as weU as jow, the 
jcqno^rt ^n(d,<f<>uv,<5nience 0/ it. And how qai^ you better 
ma^fy tt^ Wh^,? of hi$ grace, than by demeaning your- 
4s\ve^ i?i ^y^^ things, a^s becpmeth Chriflians ! Let your light 
^}^J^f /bine k^(ire meti^ thaj others feeing yot^r good, %vorkf 
m^.gk^ifMf^Hf' F^^K '^k^. k ^". heaven -^i 

*t JcAia. xvii. ^4* t ^ ^at^ v. i ^^. 
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DISCOURSE XL 

THE MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT 
IN RELIGION. 



2 Pet. iiL i8. 
But grow in grace 



WITH this (hart but comprehenfive exhortation the 
apodle Peter clofes bis fecond and laft epiftlev 
An epiftle direded to ChriHians in general, whom be de^ 
fciibes as having obtained like f^recious faith with bimfelf, 
through the righteoufnejs of God^ and our Saviour JefuS' 
Chrijl^ It was wrote not long before bis deceafe \ for b« 
exprefsfy fays towards the beginning of it, that he (hould 
Jhortly put off his tabernach^ as^ the Lord Jefis Cbrift bad 
/hewed him *. So that if age, experience, and the folemnit^ 
of approaching death, noay be fuppofed to add any weight 
to the advice of an infpired apof!le j the words of the text, 
which ftand thus !X the clofe of the epiUle, do on thefe ac«. 
counts claim our mod ferious and affedlionate attention. 

With great earneftnels he had juft cautioned us, for to us 
be addrefl^s himfelf as well as. the primitive Chriflianf, 
againft apoftady. A caution peculiarly feafonablc, as it had 
been the main bufinefs of the epillle to expofe the impieties, 
'errors and declenflons of the kft times, and to reprefent the 
folemn proccfs of the laft judgment. Seeing therefore^ be* 

1^ Chap, u r4« 
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hved^ ye know thefe things, beware left ye^ being led away 
with the error of the wicked^ fall from your ownjiedfajlnefst^ 
On the contrary, let mc befeech you with my dyiog breath, 
and the rather as it will be the moft effe^hial fecurity againft 
apoftacy, to make it your folicitous concern to grow in graces 

By Grace is fometimes meant the lov« and favour of Grod^ 
fometimes the gofpe! in oppo^ioo to the law, and' fome* 
times the inward experience of religion^ In this^laft fenfe it 
is to be underftood here. So that to grofurin grace is to im« 
prove in thexHWne life, or in thoie difpofitions, a£fedions 
and virtues whicb conftitute a real. Chcillian*- Now that 
there are degrees of grace^ or that the religion of the heart 
fs capable of improvement, wiU hardly admit of a queftion. 
Grace as to its nature is the fame ia every good man, but 
as to it» degree it greatly differs> Otherwife , whence the 
defcriptions which fo frequently occur in Scripture, tyijheefk 
and lambs, of new born babes, children^ y^ung men. 9in6.fa^ 
thert in Chrijl ^ And whence is it the apodlts fpeak in their 
epiiiles of feeding fotne with milk and others with meat > 
Nay this is^ evidently fuppoftd in all thofe pafiages, wherein 
our Saviour is reprefenled aa condefcendtng to the weakr 
nefles of hb people^ and adapting hirofelf to their various dif« 
ferent capacities. Ihejheep he leads, and the lambs be car* 
ries in his bofom. And the figure alluded to in our text 
fufficiently proves and illodrates what I am here obfexvingi. 
Crow in grace* > 

Grace is at firil like a tender plant, which makes an um^ 
promiiing appearance, and is in danger of behig nipped by 
every fudden blaft : yet in time it grows, gathers {lrengtb| 
fpreads its leaves, and becomes capable of enduring the 
fharpeil weather. // is like s grain of mufiard feed, which^ 
as OUT Saviour fays, fpeaking of the kingdom of heaven, is 
indeed the Itafl of all feeds, but when it is grown is the 
greatefi among herbs, and becometb a tree,fo that the birds of 
the air C9mt and lodge in the branches thereof*. Steadinds 

* Matth. xiii. 31. 3«. 
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3^ TH£ MEANS QB l^mfPpZMttlT' 

%ikI: evxp^icnce ^c^ ihc p^c^fite^s oJf age y^ a^ a. co;i(iii^ 
9b}» tiwi^ will pfl^ wr^/thc Rwn^igl^Si of gwqc taX^ i^^P^' 

kla bi tf 9nai tubOmM f r^ W*M<t^ hefti& t^ cafe,, theije 
it fuffioieoj gifaiwHtfe^^ei49%.ft\gg^Jft^ An4' 

bawLeMW gcowth in ijeygip^ J^-i?^ l^ Mfewl?ft4 M^%<^W9^.in- 
^iHmcQ ^ yei it k wi^h g99^ f^^o^ n^^ ^ ^^^j^ ^^ ^^ 
)K)iUiio% fuice tlia|< infl^eiic^ 19 Q/g^«^^9: ^pe^d iu the- 
uie of means, whicK s^re i^qq^f ftipn^^ly v^it)^^ ouf; 9aa^£s^r«^ . 
What I pi;e|Mi£s ti^i^f^m lA thif dUipcmrft. i|» 
' L Ta recitoandtcxpbw {pn»«: pf: tfeft- Bf.WH?4 fi^^W^Sf^C 
religion; : 
11. TjOi lay dtiiwn foone plAio mkftW 4w^ Hf 'ift<3W^ Vk%' 

of thflOIr^ 9BC^- 

Hi. Ta gtUaipfe bg& prgfier- x»o^iKe#f tf> tm^^ c^i^ aHP9-r- 
tba to them. 

I. A& t0^i»ii|e.Mi»(o£ is^]ig«i» Xbiif^ar^ felB^o^ %j 
more general Jiio4 »»i vrhicfe haiW' ipwf ^s^te* r^%#^ t^' 
oar daily t^empflra^. bftt^jViQUr y m^ oth«% whipK 09iW 
more din^^y iujd«r the «<Wi^icw».Qjf rolig(iftu»^dMtie^> Q^^^ - 
fDinter kindi tho^ 6ffft I- QiM QE^r^ipi^ i#^ 

u WBlckfuirkefiiQgamfiall^imfifkiniHiJi^ ThiSjifi^^jed,. 
ta ^j)cak prop^xly^ i* ^^tiifftr- 9 o»9ftn« tp pr^TW?^ tfe^4«^ 
t>f ueligion, thaetft ^oj«^«» \W gWMh aft4.iP*P<^pyfi-i?i«itf - 
fiirace and fia ase itt ife^jft qrjipflfijiipB tj?' f^ 9^hf»f. -ftM • 
could we fuppofe the Chriilian capable of wiiyVl^J^ ipA^^I^ 
iog his^ ^xt^prioiift, fOQh irvktgonfio \Kpi|ld( qj^jql^ly fj^gthe^ 
fouadMion oi all good dtfptWi^iQn^^^ %9i ^ifl;e<^n^, ^n4 <¥^* 
ibi^or, to&y t^o^ U^ o£ 14, ^ tQjiiai appft^ffy^ i&H^ thqi^ ' 
it it pcoBfttfed &i fi»^ qaI ]«^^S«^^«Mnj^ PH«^ l?i/V^,; yet 
,be ts li^lsde ta bi^ £ur|»:UW i#i|a &|r i^n4 ^ijf ry^aj qf i^^ 
beikks the pain ^;fid: oiifery i^ Oi9fi9A»r>$, ^i»dj^ |o QfeRgth^a • 
tihe principle whence it p^9ce.^4si» an4 c^ ^.ofef{uoJ^iK t^ 
weaken the oppofite principle P^ g«?jce W4 >^giR«^ AU 
oecafioas. tHer^fofe Qt !;«W|«I»V$V^ i«MiV^ 1^%^ tja^s. jtea^^ 
«rwl ihould be carefully guarded againft. 

Now 
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m RELIGION. 3^ 

Now to be properly apprized of thcfe is one great and 
eminent part o€ our duty. There is indeed no objeft we 
are converfant with but may become an occafion of fin* 
Which makes it neceffary that we keep a ftrift watch on 
all OUT paffions^ appetftes, and fenfes. But there are cer^ 
tain connedlions, amufements and concerns of life, whicb^ 
though not abfolutely unla^wfut in themfclvcs, may prove 
foares to us. To recite them particularly would be endlefs^ 
becaufe they are almoft infinitely diverfified» Be they 
however what they may, we (hould at leafl give ourfelves^ 
time to confidcr of them, and the danger to which they may 
expofe us, before we have any thing to do with them. 
And unlefs we are clearly warranted to engage in them, 
and have iufRcient ground to believe we (ball be fuperior 
to the temptation of them, it is unqueftionaoly our duty t&' 
ffand at a diflance from thenu Good men are ufually in 
greater danger from the occafions and appearances of fin^ 
than from^ the open attacks of fin itfelf. Dire6l folicita- 
tions to criminal alliens they will peremptorily withfhmd^ 
when perhaps, through a prefumption of their own flrength,. 
and a vain notion of not exprefsly violating any known law, 
they will be eafily induced to venture on what bath a re» 
mote tendency to fuch aflions. 

Now when this is the cafe, when one who calls himfelf 
our friend prefTes us on fair pietenccs to afibciate with evil 
company, to divert ourfelvcs with idle amufements, to which 
we have no fufRcient call either by reafon or providence, or 
for the fake of worldly gain, to enter into this or the other 
conne6Hon that is forced and unnatural j if we were to 
make a bold (land, and abfohitely refufe to comply, what a 
deal of mifchief might we not prevent— prevent all thofe 
fad languors of a declining conftitution,^ and thofe bitter 
forrows and reflections of heart we fo often feel and la* 
ment ! Watchfulncfs therefore, conftant watchfulncfs, is 
iadt%enfablT necefiary to thi& end. Myfon^ ifjtnners en— 



yGoogk 



3S/. THE WfEAN5..Q?;iWPA0VEMEN'r 

etjb^ tah. h^ed Uji.h^^faU f . W^^(^k -^,«^^V-^i';, tbat\y£. enMf 

ttli^Qii is. Se^f knm)i^4ge^ l^hpr^, caq. iadcexl tie ng.rcal., 
reJig^Qft without iu T,h«[ right cj^excifp of evcryKChtiftiaa*' 
t^pwr,.whjethjsr to^'jards, God, pucfdvies, ^r, onq apptb^y , 
i\ip^f^^\l z^^.(ij^p^,^z1^f,^^^t;x^t. Bn^alajiJ tbi&ol; 
all icie Q^jBs is^ tb«.. inoft diffiqoltf to b,e auta^i^rf,; A^d-^^^^ 
bayinilhe^aJn* {^.diegrec attained, at. Q»f; fiifft bctfiomipg;^ 
Qhriilia^jp^ , nc yf t^ fpr tbe, mpftj p^i% make bpfe. a .vcjry, Apjs^, 
pro^cfs tb^qifl. Xbe, ppncip^. r^ayfop?, ofi wbicJ^. ^e 
dottbtflje(i.t}i€;fei a c^rtftiivconli;ioufD|&& w^ c;ai;h pC u^.h^^oc 
tbat, we .ai^,of)tt \^hat, vi^e oi^ig^t ,tp be, whicb, n^a^Mj^AV/crt?. 
tfl^ao.acquaintapgie, wtb. f^x^\y^%.\ and, ^ qopj^oupid bwjTy;.. 
ii^nwcy wittfcttfiblf obj^ds,, \yJuc^^divg:tsi'QUJ,.skt^ji^i9Jr^ 
fr<\m refU£UprvaAd.foI{.exafojp4ii,i9a.. 

NAWvtb^ire.afe t]w r|>lP»r. wjijqbt, i^ dt^Jy^att^dcd to^ 
would; be pf q?£ppj}c;iit uCp tq,grQjx^t^/i^(fkmw/£4ggi. XBe^ 
ojofe isj^the.. lAWringi o^4:fclv€iS',to watqb? tli/B,mqtipps>a^ ppe- . 
ra^iop^ ofi oiir, heai:t$* 4^{ the o^bcT^ is, tb,C. i)E^King,,i Vojmr^ 
bjiftn/^fs, ^ a^ cfy;t^i> pe^pds, tp l^pk,. b^ck, pivp^r pa(t tga^r . 
per and condud. It is,^'knp|K, cixtrejn^y diffi.c?ujjt, a^A; 
p^ib^^j a|jio}^tely inopofiibj^, fpr^ a, 9jati; on eve^. occ^^oa 
tpj.ppfifefcjiiiafelfrqf hi[s.ojwi .thoughts, t\^p is, to.reikft -n^i-, 
nf^c^y^ ^ndf ii^»ffV6di«^ebV. c^U; t^r^nCa^iw^ ^^ichf h^^rc. jufi: , 
p^ed^ifthif-biteaft,. ^g^ v^iptust arc, thp, coApei;ii§ of U£st, 
a^id.fpi qjfic^^^^e th^^r^afonifig* <rf: tboripipd.HPPP tb€m,,tb^t 
\yieir^ wp ^^rj^miifij^^tq ii)alj..e.a paufe^^ ^i fplcn;i»ly. call 
i^j) tp} QUPj view, vvfhiat h^ a^- tha|Lipft^, efcfiped.us, tbo. ne-, 
c^ffefy bju^^fcjof Qiw,ft^|ipais,\vpu)4 bp coaaflderabjy ipipp-. 
dpdj i^ i?P^ wiM>lly^Qbftfiii#ed, Xel? tb^erje i&.%;k a.thii^g 
as» a i^^'^ b^ng*a(cpi^oHv?<i ^oM^W^ a- gw4i upc^J:ij^^feX^ 
^ hi^. n>afcifl^ a^ ppj^ of ij> t<o watch, t/he, tti^pc» o^ 
bi^ h^ar^ ugoo orfti^ajL ocpjafeu^^ 3y. cpt^pal. occ^ftp^ I 

mean* 
♦ Prov, i. K). f I Cor. ix. 12. J^^MTatth. jwvi; 41* 
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-to God and our duty, are put to anjr fetti^f-kAble trial. 'A 
'fiiciKtyih'^tWs pr^ftice is vN^hat^fomeChriftians, kith divine 
ai31ftah6e,*tidVe'^<iqllited in a-veryliAppy'd'egfee. 

•the adydtttiiges'wBlehf-ef\ilt fi^om'hidnte aVe bbVfbtis at 
''*£f ft^vi^w. W£Ve^e^' for ^infhnce, 'tiarrowly to bbfer^ 
UoUr cfv^n ' Mfonittgs, wh^n 'ioHcItcd'to 2C "raatter about the 
litvfulnefsbf Vfrhi<ih'W'e*\Vere dbuMftil, or etitefuHy to e/e 
'Jjourtdttipt'rs, '^^4ien* fengig^ in ^sny* fbi^n religious 'duty^ 
v<pi'e c6ti!d"lkaii31/fai^reapiitgfoitle Cdtif&i^rflble "Addition to 
'y^ff-knimHe^ge. 'S^ddthtugli fuch^riaobfetttitjon of x)ur- 
'^lelves'fllighr be* fruitful of 'irrdrty unJ)i6afi:ng'tefl^aions,*yfet 
"•ithefe 'rZffeftions *V!6xM lay an itttnie^iirte ^fbtmditibn fbr 
*^dly^f6i^!*oXv, tvhibh is'onc craiWent branfch6f' religion, arfd 
SnJUld teach tistnany aiifeful 'leflbn^for ^he 'regulation bf 
our future cdr5dti<5t . 'Hiitaility, ' felf-diiSdence, the^ nedd "^^e 
"ihihd in' bf ' di^ Ae 'grace, and our ^bbligatiotis to ' exercife 
^candour, chaVity and tendernefs towards our fcllcn^^-Chri- 
Ifti^nsj-afe ii?flru6lion5 'Which tvould infallibfy atrfe out -if 
*th^ • due 'difdhargc of this duty. Ahd then, on tile* oth^r 
;hahd, 'being' fo happy a^ to dlfcbver, in the'tnain, our oWn 
'fincerity "andupiaghtftefs, how Ihould we itelthzt rejoicing 
^f which the apoftle fpeaks"*, fpringing from fhe tejlimdny 
of our tofifiiences^ that in JimpHcity and godly Jinctrity^ by 
' the grace of God^ nue hnn)e had oar cdnverfaiitn in the 
world ! *V\i^ fike advantages would alfo refult from th« 
making it our pra£Hce, at certain flrated feaibns, to rfefleft 
'.On Otir paft general biehaviour 5 not to fay how the inurirtg 
' ouffeltes to thefe exercifes wbuld,in time, contribute great- 
ly to the rendering them eafy, "and in a fort "habitual. 7 
thought on' my ways, fays D^vid, dnd turned my f^et to thy 
tl/ifmanies •\, And his compMht— ^^0 can undifjiarid' 
'bis errors X? (hews as Well his folicitous concetn to de- 
left threm, a^histfenfe of the extretiie difficulty of the du- 
ty.— 
♦ 2 Cor. i. 12. f Pfal. cxix. 55. J Pfal. xix. 12. 
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40 THE MEANS OF IMFHOVEMENT , 

ty.— Self-knowledge, then, is an important means of growtli 
in grace. As is alfo, 

3. yf diligent obfervation of the ways ef providence. 
There is a providence that govems the world in general : 
jand however myfterious fome of its proceedings may be, 
yet fuch events of a public kind frequently take place, as 
clearly demonftrate the wifdom, juftice and goodnefs of him, 
who preiides over the univerfe, and doth all things accord- 
ing to the counfel of his own will. The divine influence in 
thefe events is, I know, little regarded by the generality of 
mankind, and fo they lofe the benefit of fuch reflexions. 
But were we accuftomed, as Chiiilians, reltgiouflyto obferve 
. that influence, many flriking occaiions would offer for the 
exercife of confidence in God^ reverence of his perfections, 
and fubmifl[ion to his will. And how mightily all this would 
contribute to growth in grace I need not fay. 

But what I have here Chiefly in view, is a regard to Pro- 
vidence in our own perfonal affairs. We believe that 
there is not a hair of our head but is numbered, and that 
»ot a fparrow falls to the ground without the knowledge 
. and permifl[ion of our heavenly Father. Now, if in every 
occurrence, efpecially thofe of a remarkable and intereft- 
ing nature, we were fleadily to eye the hand of God, fure 
I am the eye would quickly affed the heart, and that in a 
very lively and fenlible manner. Suppofe, for inflance, 
Jome grievous difappointment to happen to us, what, in this 
cafe, would be the effed ? Why, an imihediate fixed per- 
. fuafion that it is of God, would put us directly upon enqui- 
ring into the caufes or motives of his condu6l towards us. 
And, having difcovered fomething amifs in our temper or 
life, which this afHiftion was defigned to correft, we (hould 
be induced not only to fubmit patiently to the afflidion it- 
felf, but to humble ourfelves for the fin that had occafioned 
it, and henceforth to abftain from it. Thus curfes would 
become blefTmgs, and what would otherwife be poifon to 
our pcrverfe and obflinate fpirits, would prove the moft fa- 

lutary 
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iNUEHGtoN, 4r 

littary medknie for the recovery and ccmfixmatioft of our' 
health. 

And on tKe other hand, it is obvious at firft view ^at a 
diligent and accurate obfervadon of the tnfKience of provi** 
dence in our fucceffes^ wouW greatly tend to fwceten the 
enjoyments of life, and at the fame time prevent the tmdue 
efieds of profperi^, by railing our affe^ions to God, con*' 
firming ouc faith in his power and goodnefs, and difpeiing 
Its to gratitude and obedience. And thus would the habit' 
of reli^on in the heart be mightily ftrengthened, eheri&ed- 
and improved. The utility of this pradice, David fenfibly - 
felt, as appears from innumerable reflexions of this fort* 
ivhich occur in the book of p&lms. And it was doubtlefs 
by an attention to thefe rules, that the great apoftle team-' 
«d, in whatever ftate he was, how to demean himfelf, I 
will add, 

4. That the rtalhing the great events of death and eter- ' 
mty^ will have a mighty effeft, T^ith the blefllng of God, to ' 
promote the life and fpirit of religion. Death is the com- 
soon lot of all mankind* We have Done of us the (hadow 
of a reafon to exped an exemption from it 5 nor do we 
know when the event will take place. Be the time how- 
ever when it may, we are fure the fcene will be mofl fo- 
lemn : it cannot be beheld even at a diftance, without comr 
manding an awe upon our fpirits. Death is the diifolution 
of an umon, the moft dear and intimate in nature \ it puts 
an end to all our prefent connexions and purfuits \ leaves 
the body in a date of ina6livity and putrefadion $ and hur- 
ries the foul into a world, to us as yet unknown, but which * 
we are certain will, at that important inHant, pour unutter*' 
able blHs or woe upon the feparate fpirit. Amttzing change 1 
To the good man how pleafing !— to the finner how tremen- 
dous !«-Nor (hall the body remain for ever a prifinier of- 
the grave. A day bath God appointed in which he viiH 
judge ihe worlds and on that day, uihered in by a voice loud- 
er than that which fhook mount Siiuu, death and hell (kali 

Vol. II. D dcKv^r 
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49i THE MIS Am OF tMPt^VEMENT 

-beings (hall be colleded, and the immortal fpirit ^gain poC- 
i^ff^ the MUtatloa jt baAtm^akien/ To tbejiftockiibed %1^ 
^Qf jilm ^atoii^ou^ Aukitttd^ tbe Soo.x>£ ^i^tadikadl inftani^ 
Appear .m.ihe olouidAof lieaarev^wkkaipleadbiur.mfrlttsoQiitt- 
t^naRCie &r 6ttf$&a^iib»lmS tW fus, and atbtndcd nidiiB^ 
triads df aD|(^ls «a all tk(ar gl:9^y* Before ids idsead totbn^ 
«aJ ev€i:y iedivid^ .fli^l be fiimimwird ; £s%t8t ionUito^ 
llaaU (be made iiHo cjacir fev^ral ekaraders aod anions ;ji«%« 
CfkeBt Aall be imiiie<twtely g^ii^ fmdip« avdd^ the ibleia< 
luties of 'm ^)ipWmg ymrldf tbf wicked /hall ^ mvt^ imt9 
^eV^rJqftit^ puniJhmetHy end the right fomt into i(ff^ joterma/ ** 

Now a beUeviog Cfjoton^Ution of thereimp^Fiaut ereate 
^ill h^vt ,a dire^l a)od ponrec&U Uadency to iai|>tre our 
l)reafts with a dUeAd of fin, to mader^e j»ir a-&j3ioas to the 
world, to make us patient of afTlidion .and fuffering;,. and to 
aniQftate us lio the dv^«fr of 4)w: {iefvecnl £ati«n6« How .caa 
Tfli^Oia ddundle into a mere f9rm, under ihc fraquent and 
lively icapseflien^ ipf Jkoti great and jotecdHng realioea, as 
deadi, j^i^jxmnt and ^t^roi^ 1 Heo^ it^ thefis codftdecmr- 
t^s a^e with Aieh eiir<ieftse& pre&d'Upon: no in Scrip tvre.. 
BehoJdJeofWf %s Omh hiadkUr ^^ ^ ^^/- Blsfed is 
hfi who watcAetif and keepeth bis garmemti^ hfi he maik na^ 
Jt^49 ^'td tb^fejt hU Jkame +• And what J fay usuo joo^ J 
Jay unto ail^ Watch X* ^^^ y* tilfo t^eady^ for in fitch am 
hour as ye think no^t, tkt Son rf man tometb jj. Asxd^femng 
yt look for fueb things^ feg^ the apofflc Peter ia this con- 
teKt, wher^ he had Ixetideferibk^g tlie fokmn tranfa^Hons 
/(£ the laft d^, b€ diligent that ye hef<mnd^ him in feace^ 
ntHthwtfpot and hiameiefi j . 

Such then ^w ibmc -of thofc Hwans .of & rauote geiiej^ 
ki^, which, if dfdy vt^^tded^ will, w^h the l^/o^^^i God, 
Contf]b»te HOI a Ultle to ouc growth b gnace. To ^vhkk 

- • Matt 'zxT.4tf. f Ret. x^i. 15, % Mark xiii. 37. 

I Halt. aaiv. 44. j Ver. 14. 
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JwdiJifao^adif, ehe inoi« p*rtkular and poikiv^ duties ol 
fei%;i9«, AodI cf t^fe, the fif Hr* I (K^ll iisccnfamend is, 

1. Afr^qment and 4iiigimf ^ervfai of the Bihit. 

This flicred boNjk is fwrt ifttto otrtr hsakfe, iw tlie infi^rcJ? 
woritcw «£ h afc«r tts, for o«r reprMf^ corre£Hon and i*i ^ 
firuBion iih rightroufnefr / $9^mak^ jw off^ «««fty faJvathn ,•»' 
tofurnijhm tboroughiy ume ai/ goodwor^s * ; 9ad go buil^ 
Usf ufif and give vx €m inheritance among them that are fane* 
f^ed-f. Here we at* kd intt^ tb« kno«tledge <rf God^ our-* 
Mvcs^Httdttft way of^s^ation, Her^ w« kave Jife and' 
immortality brought to light, and the realities^ of a future 
iwwldyof which wc have juft becn^cxkki»g, ppcfentc^ clear- 
ly to t^ eye of ow feiiith. Here \»fe a**- inftttlAed in out» 
dii^, ufgedta k by the nobietfwD^Pts^ ^ud'dire^cd wb«ror 
ta obtawa afliiUinoe for the-wghr (Bfthafge of it.- AU nc- 
•cffary tiathf aie hiftc rtvcakd, ci^tedilig gueat atidpreew 
flits fffOBuJcs ate hete gmn us, and th« iii€t^ illiiflriotls and 
a h iio M iti ttg examples &t be^e us for oar imttktion. • , 

Now, as it is by this good word' of God which liveth a«4 
idjideth iot e*cry tliat men «r« begotten to a new a^d fjpiti- 
Ibai i^e ^ ib it is by this word princtpally, that that life is 
iKWttMicd and maintained** D^fre the fmcere milk of the 
W9rd, fays the apoflle Peter^ that ye may grow thereby^ if\ 
fo he ye hm^ tafted tbtit the Lord is gracious %, By the 
ftreams that flow from this pure fountain, the grace whkh 
imci dtvtne^piantation is waterj^d and refitvihed, and fo>* 
flourifties and becomes fruitful. Wherefore the frequent 
and ieriims ofe of the Bibie is of the laft httportance. It 
ihould be read, meditated wpoir, ti«aiftjred up in the hearty 
and a^liied to piiaAice. !» there, can there be, a CbrifHani* 
who doth not mRal«& con^ienee of reading the Scriptures ^ 
Which of H9 WBuM catr^fsly throw afide a letter fent ns 
B^T* friend W€ efteem and Ibve, wrhten with his ewnhand^ 
fbaled with his own feal, directed' immediately to as, and: 
she contents of which, we were in general perfuaded, wenee 

hi^jr 

♦ « Tim. Hi. 15^15, 17. f Ails m. su t r^^ '^ ^rS*- 
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ksghly mteteHiBg and important :^w1iicK of ms, I &jr> 
would throw fueb a letter a£de carelefsly without reading 
It ? How much kfi is it to be imagined^ that the Chri- 
ftian can treat that living epiflk, which the Bleffed God 
hioifelf hath yo<»chfafed to fend him^ in this light and con- 
temptuous manner ? A fufpicion of this, fort, is, methinks^ 
hardly to be admitted. The matter rather is, that ibmei 
Chridians do tbroi^h temptation negle6^ the reading it fa 
regularly^ attentively, and ferioufly, as is their unqueftion- 
able duty. And helice it is they reap fo little benefit firomt 
it. 

Would you then grow in grate / read the Bible frc^ 
^uently — have dated feafons for reading it— coUeft your 
wandering thoughts and paflions, while you are reading it 
*»coniider well that it is the word of the living God you 
sead^ and that by the contents of it you sure one day to be 
tried*— read it with a view to profit by it— ei^eavour to. 
lay it up in your memory— in fine, pray to God to enable 
you Co tranfcribe it into your life. And the word thus 
read, I may be held to a£[irm, will do you real good. Sor 
it was the Pfalmid made this facred book, imperfect as the 
canon of Scripture then was, the man of bis counfel ^ enter- 
taioing himfelf with it as \i\^fong in the houfe pf his piU 
grimoge. How happy for us did we confcicntioufly imi- 
tate his example ! 

2. The fellawjbip of goad men is another means of jreli- 
gion. 

By this I intend the making them our ac<|ttaintance,. 
<;ommuning with them in facred ordinances, and, on parti-; 
cular occafions, conferring intimately with them on the 
things of God. Much certainly depends on the company 
we keep. By this one circumilance, it is commonly ob« 
ferved, the tempers and morals of mankind are formed! 
more than by any other beiides. We almoft infenfiUy 
imbibe the fpirit, and copy after the example, of thofe with, 
whom we intimately converfe. Hence, it was the com- 

^ plaiat 
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fMt^ of a good man, niah he laifteritcd tlic iegcncracy of 
liie world, and tlw dfflficiilty of fekJitig agreeable pcrfon* 
fo albckte ftitfe, *• Tfcat lie always came oot of the com- 
•* pany of ««» fcfs a^ man- than he enteredr into it ♦ *** Bnf^. 
c^egenerate as the worfd », there are men of tirtue and re- 
ligion to bentctwith. And though ith notrin the power 
•f fbch peifons to cotmomncate grace, or to flamp the div 
▼ine image on oirr hearts, yet, if we are afinady poffeflfecf 
of the grace of God, as that wfll^ dHpofe tw to coret fiicfc 
acquahitanec, ^we fftall be Kkcly to reap vcr)f eflentiat 
advantage f»om it. Familiarity wrtfc metr of this charac- 
ter, though we are not always talking of our reSgious con- 
cerns, wJll have a. happy eflfeft to ibfttftt^ oat tempers, ta 
peofBOte Cllrifttan lote, and ta induce ns to^ caittion and 
oireuipifpe^Heii io^oor condud- Hkring examples of piety, 
fiffiplieity and goodnd^eoRtinuatty before Qr,.s we {half, by 
ibc^ inoan^ be animated. to our dtity^, and' fland- reproved 
when we do Tcrnah.- Hatid't^Is us that m the faints^ the 
0xeeUent in the earthly wa^ oH hit defight fi He felt real 
pleafure in their frieadflil^, am!^ reaped iingular profit from 
tiieir counft;^ andAlrom t^e pattern they fet him.— Gominu- 
ttioii mth< them' M.en^e in holy ordinances wifl be o( 
mghtyi ^Te to esef^oor d^vtstien, flrengthen our engage- 
iiKat»tO^€rd^ Mnd^us to-^e kitbrefb pf r^igion, and re- 
train Uf' from fin* Thus we- find the zeal and love of the 
pnmhive Chri^an^wei^ confiderably afRfted and prono* 
ttd bf their ewtiimykt^Jttttfifft^, as it is expre&d, inftf- 
hwjb^y BA^aftmhiiftg frecpently togietherf . 

T^whloh I mufi add^ the freely opening our mindistO' 
•M aftother^ ait^fk feafoas, upon matters of religion. The 
M^t amnagenent of ChnftiMi convet^ation requires ifr* 
#fe«d bo^ ptttdence and refohnion ^^^prudence, fince it 
owwid bo impcoper to uidsoToBi our besots^ to evety good 
a, aad at every interview we xnay have with him 3^** 
S 5 ' vbA 

^JEx homtnum confortlo femper venio minus hemo« 
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uid refolution, fince ikjiie&^if not in^&react to wfigum 
i^jtfelf, Is too apt to hold lu back horn the pradice of thi» 
duty at all. Had we fbme exptfienced friend i^vkh i^rhiMi^ 
we coiild be perfe6U j free, and wctr we watch&l to feize- 
^very faYoui^ble opportunity that offered for da&oitrie o£ 
this fort,^ we (hould doubtlels find our account in it. The 
pfaliniil had his &iend with whom, he took fweet qouniel^ 
tnd in who(e company he was ufed ta ga up to. the houfe. 
of the Lord« So was. he fceq^iently relieved of aiany di£^ 
couraging doubts, which: perplexed his mind, and of many 
fad burdens which, opprefied his hearts ^ mn Jbarpeu-^ 
fijb iron^ fo doib the coj$»temane€ of a mum his friend *•. 
^d the fympathy^ to fay no. more of it^ \9d1icb aa&s out. 
of fuqh.difcourfe, prudently managed, hath often an ama-^ 
zing tS&Qi to foothe the brea^ and iairigorate the ipirits^ 
An afiismblage of fair plants in a. gjEtfden we ihaU file floU'-' 
lifh and grow ia fiich. conne^on, while perhaps a flowec 
detached from the reft languiOxes and dies*— From Chn-^ 
fiian fociety I go on to, mention^ 

3.^ The duties, of public worjhif* 

That Godis to bia worihipp^d in a fin^lway, Is a jthSai 
lUdajte of reafoaaiHl conCci^na;, and hath the fupport imd 
confent of the fEur ^l^ec p^ of m^mkind^ Go wher^ wft 
will^, we fee fcmie t^nipl^ ere^Urd £ir ^ fiurvifee of God-«i» 
ipme haufe wherein* men agxee tameet for the (m^ofes of 
celi^n... Nor hath Scripture left us tO: plan out the 
forms of thefe public f xereifes for ourfelvies., Prayer and 
praife, accompanied with fuitable infirudions^ from tlMi 
;Hrord of God, are the main, branches of focial worfliip* 
And the aflembling ourfe).ves together weekly for fueli 
ii|pds is Cblemnly er^ined upon us. Now this beings the 
^caiby jthe fojrfakittg thefe qfftmbliesy as is- the manner of (bmei 
jcan. never iiirely be compatiUe with a growth in gface» 
JSJoc is it. imaginable that they who do but. nciw and ihen 
Attend thcmi at a late hour, in a formal way, and with lit* 

tie 
♦ Prov.^ xxviL i7«. 
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tk cmteeni to profit hj ivhat they hear : I fay it is hardly 
imaginable that Aich perfons fhould make any confiderkble 
progr^ in^ reHgioii. A pra ft ice the reverfe o£ this is what 
a real coneem for the welfare of our fouls teaches. Tbej^ 
who arg planud in the bmsfe of the Lord Jhall fiourijb im 
the counts of our God ;. ^tyJimJi bring forth fruit in old 
age ;. tberyjbaii he fat ond flourijhing *. David exprefles> 
his ardent d^ite tthdweH in the houje of the Lordf, And 
Chrift aflliTtfS his feithM di&ipks to the end of the world^ 
that whent two or three are gathered together in his namfp 
be mil he in^tbe midfioftbem %. 

r^r muA I here forget earned jr to recommend the twqi 
pofitive inftittttion» o£ baptifin tind the Lord's fupper ^ 
which are net only defigned to be public exprefiions of our 
feith in Cbrift, and the means o£ preierTlng alive the know* 
ledge of ln» xcligionin 1^ worldv but are evidently aftapt- 
cd ta cherkk and promote the interefb of vital god^efs 
in the hearts of individuals. Rioptifift^ wfcich is an imtiat^i^ 
ing oa-dinance, and by which we declare ourfclves the wiU 
ling difciples. of Jieiss, lays- us under fuch perfenal obliga* 
Itbns to'hiift, a^ when duly rcfedted on, may be juftly fup* 
poied to have a. powerful influence on our tempers and Itvesi^ 
To^ dus purpoTe we find the apoBle reafonii^ with the Ro* 
mana on their felemn engagements in bapt^— Hotu^4i/i 
we whsk are dmd to^fai Hve any iot^er tkerein^^ Know ya 
n94 thai fa ma^y of us, as weri^baftixed into Jefus Cbrifi^p 
were bafiti%ed intO: bis death / therefore we are buried 
with him by bapttfm into death ; that Hbe as Chrifi was 
Tdifed up>frQmtbe^ dead by the glory cftbe Father^ evenfa^ 
we alfo.JhouU walk in* newnefs^of hfej. And federal 
other pai^ges we have of the like import*. Would wo 
then grow in grace / This ordinance (hould be fubmitted to 
IS a means tO' that end, as well as an aeknowlec^ment, in 

obedience 

* Pfal. xcii. rj, 14^ f PfaL xxyji. 4* 

t Mat. xyiii. %o, J Rom. vi. «,«— 4^ 
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•l>€dience to tlie dinne cmuttmod^cdtbt gts^e i wetott A 
ptad]r veceiTed; 

Afidi M to tbe Lortl^t fuffitr^ whoevar confides l3ie ]M«f 
oofiar circan^tncc»of ten^ciiie& fthidb attead«d'dw ioAift 
t^tion of ir, tibe carre tiken ki Scripture bstk b^ pMccfMi 
and example taui^ as to a frequent paftkipfttima of k^ 
and the kifiniteijr important eventt and dodlnaeft k vxaa de<^ 
igped to bring near toooff view, and' to* tmpreic ofKAOttCr 
bearts ; will cle»ly fe* as^ wcil* ks xeflfeaaUendi sad B«iE« 
^, as its divine and pofitiee aatKorU]^ ^ trfaat" oeoafio«>« 
may we more naturally expe^ the ffdvifeiial^ pMAaee o{^ 
Clmfl^ than mbrvke it thoa^ bj^tbe WKsmniA ofUs^ciitb^ 
vbkh be hatk binUelf ia^itnted^ widemk^ fap fwdrntntgim- 
fied among m A A«d. wben he ir ki; tbo wM&^ ol u^b^t \sm 
Spnrk, bofv^ bappy tbe eftdftn i^tiiat poaoe^ jo^ ambple»«^ 
&re we 9txt\ and n»adlftbat nfiueoBe^aidi^ Ui» grace botiit 
«pon us, to bind^eitr b«aA»^ Giul«Mkoii0«n«yMff,.aBd fao» 
^ickcn tts^to«diiey aii^obedienct !: Can l» tbo»ci^eft tarn 
make any progrefe- tii rtiigm^ who ^sda^ tiikrbccet^iqpi^ 
]|ointment wkk indiffnreoce and flegle& > 

But it is Either to be observed of tbo dntisa oi poWis^ 
wovfl^tp^ tbat tbek efficaey nsder Grsd to tbc i^reat ploM^ 
f/^hs tliat kave been anantioned^ depttnd nofm iit^ npott^ 
a £etioQ9 review oi thei»< aftenvards* Sonwyik as tol>» 
feared, deprine tbemfelves of tb* boneit wbiek wool^ 89« 
t^ {soan the ia(lni£bo«t o£ one fub4ic diaty, by hmtyigg 
too <)uidibl^ into anotker^ and ib nor alkxwing tiafte for t»^ 
#Kaion. And what is ftift worfe, otheia folir<kegoocl 
tepMiffions made i^on their hearia to be ^lGktyc«|ded>.b9i 
ittibmdy^«i^gUng mtk v^m Mid tt iffing ^coaipany. A fe» 
aiout aitentioct tkcfilbre tal^ dtitica of tbe £«oil^ and: th«- 
«lofetQD^eTefdi^oftk«t day e^ciidly wbickk dovoU 
•d to pub& wofftip, I look ttpon as a 4wj iitoportani? 
iRd indeed neceflary means of edification. Earneft btid 
Jhmid vte gm f^Phe things w^ iavi hard^ ie0^at uny^ 

tin» 
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tune we let them flip ♦ ; and if wc duly eonflJtr wbaf 
ts faid^ we may hope God wUl give us underJiandiAg f » 
Whicb leads me, 

4. And lailly, To reco^nmend Frayer. as the moft et 
fsntial and important of all tho& means of religion which 
have yet been mentioned* 

Prayer is the offering onr defires to God in the name 
of Chrift» Now as the deiireSy the native genuine defiie» 
of a truly Chri&ian heart, are the main part of internal re« 
Hgion J fo the adually prefenting them to God, and that 
frequently in this duty, hath a manifefk tendency to> 
ftrengthen thefe fprings of action, and to promote the fpi- 
rit and energy of vital godlinefs* The divine. affedions ol 
the foul thus exercifed, (hoot up, expand, bloffom and ri- 
pen into &uit» Say, Chrillians, what grief for fin— what 
hungering and thirfling after righteoulhefs— *what afpira* 
tions of heairt towards God^^-what hope in his mercy—- and 
what peace said joy in a fenfe of his favour, have you not 
fisinetimes felt fringing up m your breaft, whilft pourii^ 
out your cries to Gk>d ? And hath not this happy expe* 
xtence an iami^mte' effefl to eftabUIh and invigorate all 
the powers of religion in the foul ^ 

- Befi^, as the influences of the Spirit are neceflary to^ 
oor growth in gtace, and, a% by the divine appointment 
they arc tabe expe^e<^ in this way, fo from hence the uti- 
Hty and importance of prayer farther appears, Ged has com* 
manded us not in general only to implore all neediul blef* 
fibgs, but in parttcuhur to ajk bis Spirit^ aiuring us that this 
our requeft fhall be granted % . And we are-in vitcd to come 
boldly ta the throne of grace, iK>t onty to obtain the pardon 
of our fins, but to find grace to help' in time of need || . How- 
then can we expc^ to profper in* reHgmn if we negled this 
(^ty ? Indeed if the negled be habitual*, I dt) not fee how^ 
we can be fuppofed to have any religion at alL For as weli' 

• Hcb. ii. I. t % Tim. ii. 7. 

% Luke xi. 13, II. Heb. iv. itf* 
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wuKjfA wmA Jime withoiH bfcalA»Bg, as be a QuiflmMotibaiifi^ 
ptagniig^^^Pta^ t^ God thc9i^bz;e« Sirs^ not ia public onlj,. 
but in your families and your retirements. Be aotconten;^ 
ed with h»rin9.a place^f ivarflup to> wbic^ y«u may reibrt 
wtekfy i» conpsn^ m%\i olbery ;. but ia tLs t«iit$ wbkb 
God has pitched for you^ered an ^^tar to ha fervice. Noi-r 
idler let ths derotion of the 6u»il^ fuffiee you : bu^'make 
tw^acnceoE poaain^ out your Iksatts Is Heaven naming, 
and ercBiii^ k pnvatiB. £m»r int» ymr eie^^ (<bty aia^- 
the wunls^of Chrtft lumfclf X ^^ wh^jmt kam^i Jhtti jfnur 
daor^ firajfiayemr Fitter wbv-is i»fisrei^ and your FaiStr- 
vthofegik imftem^JlmU rtmard ytu^ ^fwriyt K TInCt if # 
fime of the psiBeipal xaeana of giwwth i» giace* 

FART If. 

HArtHe sccited the priacipal meaaft of tm^twtSKaaslL vm 
w^&Qoa^ I pnoceed now^ 

H. To lay dowa iome pl^ rales for our <&ieSioa vm. 
the Hfe of the& mesMi ^ 

i^ Se ferious in d)9 difcharge of relagms daijes^ 

It is fad to think ho«v littk progpeis btm ChsUliaas^ 
make id tbe d^^Hsi Ufe,^ ^vvho yet very coQdfan% aiid regir- 
kf ly attend' ock moft pofitive in^tutioaa. To what, yoiA^ 
viJUL &y, is this ofmag ? I anfwer. It is om»g to the lig^^/ 
cacele^ tsifikig. manaer, ta -which they are too apt to> ac- 
^t th^ftfelves' on theiis folenn oocaiioEM;. Is tbis trhe ua-x 
worthy behaviour of any to whom I (peak ? I«et me tell 
yoUf Sirs, yoi^hatfe no reafan to wonder at it^ that you reapu 
fb Httle pj(o6t froBi your duties* I£ it is enough for you to^ 
laad your Bibles without utufeiilanding the meanangy or en* 
tmag into, the fpirit of what you r«ad'> if yoacaa be iatis* 
$ad wkh a bare app^acaac^ from week to week in fame 
Chdftiaa aflemibly, whhout faelii^ what you hear there j^ 
and if it will fuffice you to fay a few words to God morn- 
ing 
♦^ Matt, vi* d^ 
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itig anfl e ti ^mng , tntlrout «i49ier « ^^mni^ m s«j|fti4ieoMh' 
^ juying tJteni ^ <4o fitr is k 4rom ^kig ^rtnge, tfatt 700 4# 
•not improve in religion, that it is vchexneBlly to b« &%6^« 
<^ yoa afic titter ffrsm^vs to-it. YeC itidiil^B«c«oe «|i<l fcr- 
dtttaSty, ^k9n^i3at^3Mc6^hjp9ci^f wofy I mm ^>fet]iMile^ 
rcvertd^e a read Clmfiisn. Be watchfet, tktrt(o*6y di tlie 
^rft expredions «f 'i\as gnat «vi{, «a fefigioiss dtztiea.— » 
JDread the thought of ^dtafiag itctluMfy wieh God.^fiet 
Aim befone your eyes, when yoti «re*«nfccr»ag «pon s diny. 
'-^Keep him In your view, a? pof%le, «11 ^ough tt-*or 
l^owerer^te vniiabntu^ rercftndeof llutt great 'Bmg, aii4 
Aitf his immetiiate preience pofleKs ^rour breaft. i^odts a ^h^ 
Ttty and he ««17 he tjbwjhippedinfi^nt tmd tit iruih ♦. O t 
dH we thos ferve him, we fhonM aflure^ find oer accoMot 
^h his femce-4 not to fagr hotr many 4ad and painlvd fellec* 
^ons this (erieas attention to ^ty wotrld happily prevent. 

2. Confider your duty>as your p i l y aeg e* 

^he treating it in this oianner Is of great impovCatioe to 
tthe utility c^ it. For as no fervtce can be pUa(hig to Go^ 
which is rendered through conflraint and ^m flaytfii ptii>» 
^ciples, lb neither ^an it he agroeahle, nor, of cott&^ence, 
'beneficial to 'Ourfelves. lnthe<common affairs of li£e, he 
oHbaUy acquits himfelf the boift in any Nation, who has a 
rttsm for the bufinefe of k, and takes please in it. Such 
a man will do more in a day, and to far better purpofe, thair 
:.another in a whole month. In Jike wamier, .cordialky and 
-chccrlidnefs in matters of rdi^fm, ape xjf the laft moment 
tb the profitable difeharge of duty. The real Chril&m, 
-will indeed, in ^he general, be well aie£l«d to what he 
kno^vs God hath required of him, the*e being a pneciple 
cof grace implanted in his heart. Yet it aiay & happen, ei- 
ther through melancholy /an the one hand, or ocai£onal ds£f 
"fipation of mind .on the other, that he may ^arcely bainr 
-any prcffent confidcration to prompt inxt to duty^ but the 
aUthorky which hath enjoined it. And when^ this is the 

cafe, 
• John IV. 24. 
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cafe, the dtttjFbe difcHarges merely from a principle of coo- 
Icience, ivill be in a degree tedious, and b inefieAual to 
the end propofed. 

Be perfiiaded, therefere^ to lay It down with you as an 
tmqueftionable truth, that this and the other religious exer- 
ci& is yo^ duty, not as impofed hy an exprefs command 
only, but as being in its own nature adapted to promote, 
your real jiood. — Keep it carefully in mind, that the Ma- 
fler you ferve, is not hard ^nd fevere, but kind and merci- 
6j1 ^ that he cpnlults not his own^lory alone, but your pro- 
fit.-— Think of the plealures you have formerly enjoyed in 
devoUonal exerciles.— Think of the fubflantial benefits you 
liave reaped from them,— And think of the numerous blef- 
fings you may (Hll expe£l to receive through thefe means* 
So will you in all likeUhood be roufed out of your lethar- 
gy, be infpired with a cheerful temper, and betake yourfelf 
to duty, with a vigour and a6livity which will at once ren- 
der it both plea£>int and improving. Your beari thus en* 
iarged by the grace of God, you wi// run the way of bit 
commandtMnu *, 

3« Seize the moft favourable opportunities that offer for, 
religious duties, ^ 

The tinung a bufinels well, it is often obferved, greatly 
facilitates the fuccefs of it. An obfervation this, which 
may with the &me truth be applied to our beil concerns, 
as to thoie of a civil nature. Our hearts are not always ia 
a like frame, nor are our temporal affairs always alike con- 
veniently difpofed for jduty. In general, the fitted feafons 
for meditation and prayer, are thofe wherein the mind is 
mod diientangled from the bufinefs of the world, and we 
can, without interruption or the obfervation of others, re- 
tire to converfe with God and ourfelves. The morning 
and evening are ufually in thefe reipeds mod favourable^ 
But the hour and exa£l proportion of time, as perfons cir- 
cumdances greatly differ, mud be left to every one's pru- 

^dence 
♦ Pfal. ciix. 3a, 
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^nct t^airea : nor have we any pofitive command refped- 
ing thefc matters j though fcripture hath not failed to give 
us fomc liints concerning them. I/aac went out to meditate 
in the field at eventide ♦. David fays, My voice Jhalt thou 
hehr in the mornings in the morning will I direB my prayer 
to thee and look up f . And our Saviour on extraordinary. 
<occaiions fpent whole night« in devotion. To Chri- 
iUan prudence alfo the queftion muft be referred, refpeftiqg 
t^e fit time for family^worfhip and religious converfation. 
Thefe matters however, properly conduced, will greatly , 
contribute to the utility of fuch exercifes. 

But what I have chiefly in view under this head, is the 
right improvement of occalional opportunities for duty. By 
x>ccafional opportunities, I here mean, thofe feafons ^wherein 
our attention is roufed by the loud and fudden voice of Pro- 
vidence, or our affedions are melted and foftened into a 
frame peculiarly fuited to the receiving religious impreflions. 
If thefe happy moments, which are in Scripture defcribed 
as the accepted time and the time in which Ood is to he founds 
were eagerly feized and carefully improved, either by read- 
ing, meditation or prayer, it is not to be queAioned but the 
Chriftian would experience a pleafure and profit in them as 
extraordinary as the occafions of them. His heart thus ele- 
vated to God would make him, as it is fomewhere exprefled, 
like the chariots of a vdlling people. And the delightful 
favour of thefe devotional exercifes would abide upon his 
fpirits many days, not to fay what important effeds it would 
produce in his general temper and conduft^ 

4. Be regular and conftaut in the difcharge of religious 
duties. 

Advice of this fort, in regard of bodily health, is univer- - 
fally approved as falutary and good. Food and exercife 
are neceffary for the fupport and prefervation of life : but 
neither of them will do us the fervice for which they were 
appointed, if they are not properly and feafonably ufed. 

Vol. il. E In 

♦ Gen. xxiv. ^3. f Pfal. v. 3, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 ^HE MEANS OF I^JPROVEMENT 

In like manner, how little profit can they be fuppofedto reap^ 
from publie ordinances or private duties, Tvho attend to 
them but now and then, and juft as fancy or paflfion prompts 
'ihem ? Nay, 1 may add, what great mifchiefs muft needs en- • 
fue upon fiich irregular intermiflionsof duty ! The ftrength 
pf the renewed mind will quickly be enfeebled, and its vital 
powers fenfibly languifh and decline. J know indeed it is 
often alleged in excufe for thefe criminal negle£ls, that the 
lieart is not in a proper frame for the exalted exercrfes, of " 
iievotion, and that therefore, they had better be omitted^ 
than attempted. But this, to fay the beft of it, is a. very 
infufficient excufe. For though we ought to be ferious and 
reverent in our approaches to God, yet it is by no means a" 
nfeceffaryprerequifitetoduty, that our hearts are extraordina- * 
rily elevated to Heaven at our entrance upon It, ilnce to at- ' 
tain fuch a frame is the end propofed by the duty itfelf. 
And if our temper be fuch as abfolutely unfits us for con- 
Tcrfing with God, that is our great fault, becaufe it is the 
-cflFe6t of fome finful indulgence. And then as to the fut " 
pending our obligations to prayer or other religious duties 
entirely upon fupernatural impulfes, this is the height of cn- 
ihufiafm, and when uied as an excufe for any negle6ls on our 
part, is little better than profanenefs, ilnce it is making God ' 
anfwerable for our irregularities. v r^ ,. 

Be regular therefore and conffant in duty.— 'G ather your 
manna morning and evening. — Go, with Peter and John^ 
up to the temple at the hour of prayer. — Yield not to every 
trifling excufe : if you do, excufcs will incrcafe, and become 
everyday more and more urgent.— Sufpe6l }t>ur own heart 
of treachery, when the want of a fuitable frame becomes' a 
temptation with you to negleft ftated feafons of devotion.-— 
Turn this device of Satan againfl himfelf, by making it a 
reafon with you to implore earneftly divine grace to difpofe 
you to duty*— And while you dread formality, take heed' 
how you are drtveH by the apprehension of this evil into • 
the oppoiitc extreme of irreligion and profanenefs. Pie 

who 
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|b&0 Hiatus a point of regularly attending upon divioc infti- 
tiitions, and that with a view to his real profit, though he 
may not always enjoy that pleafure he could wifh, will yet 
aiiaredly £Qd his. account in fkx doing, 

5. Reft not in your duties. * 

. What I mean by this is the cautioning you againd lay*- 
iiig fuch a ftrefs upon yoid^ duties as ihall defeat their true 
iziteat. And of this we are guilty^ when we attend care- 
fully and precifely to the, forms of religion, without a dUe 
concern to enter into the= fpjjit of tliesn.- But of what 
avail are all the external labours of failing ^Oid prayer, and 
ather tb^ moil e^pca&ve fervkes^ if the heart be not enga- 
ged in them I Scripture aiid-rea£on teach that they are not 
only unprofitable to ourfeiVe^ but aa abomination to the 
JLoxd, £6T^»i]fe, theriefare, of focmalkyv and of that mo£t 
4aii^ou» fpecies of prid^e, the valuing yourielves upon 
Jour ftri^aa^fi aud reguiarity-* This is the fly in the pot 
of oiatinent^ which fpoils its grateful odour.- That confi- 
deuce, likjewife, in duty, which^ in the leafl degree, pre- 
Qludes a cegard to Chriil,, and the in3ueace« of divide 
grace, is^ highly perhicicais and ilnful! • l^et how infeniibly^ 
fuch a criminal felf-complacency is apt to infinuate itfelf 
i^o ous heaftftX^ha^rdly' need tell yai{4 Apd hence that 
unfruitfulne&, ihami^^ and dejedion of fpdrit, we afterwasicb^ 
fo fadly lament,' 

Se watchful, therefore, Ch rifllans^ againft tWs temper*. 
-i»-*Let Chriil be the grand mediunv of all your intercourfes^ 
with Heaven, — Fix your eyes i^eadily upon him, and cx- 
pe(5l to be; accepted of God alone through him^.— Rely on 
his Spirit for that afllilance you need, and give him the 
l^liary of it.^— Put your duties into the hands of the ^ngel 
qflife cov^nanty to be perfumed with the incenfe'of his me- 
irIt.-«-And having done ail acknowledge yourielves itnfirofi* 
txible fsrvanis* O were this our temper, what pleaftire 
ixught we not enjoy in duty, and what fubilantial fruits 
:pi^ht we not reap from. it 1 I. have only to add' once more, 

6. Aud 
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6. And laftly, Let there be an egreement between yotir 
profeflion and pr^dice. 

' It is not poffible that a man who makes confcience of 
the duties I have been recommending fhould lead an im- 
moral life. To di^ade you therefore from open enormi- 
ties, after what has been faid, may fcem needlefs. I rather 
mean ta exhort you to fuch a ciritmxfpedion, decency, and, 
if I may fo fay, dignity of condu^, as is anfweriable tcr 
your religious privileges. A vain, trifling, defultory beha- 
viour from day to day, though it be not, flriftly fpeaking,. 
vicious, is very unbecoming a Chriftian. Have fome ob- 
jed of importance in civil life daily in view;? Purfue it 
with attention. And take care that your hours of relaxa- 
tion and amufement be fo conducted, and held under fuch: 
reftraints, as that they may neither hurt your confcience, 
nor hinder your ufefiilnefs. A good man may not only ufe- 
the bleflings of life, but enjoy them : nay, and it is hi». 
duty to be cheerful, as well as ferrous. ' The mean, howe- 
ver, between hghtnefs and feverity you (hould carefully^ 
obferve. And this will at once refleft a luflre on your re- 
ligious profeflion in the view of others, and tend greatly to» 
your own edification and comfort. 

Having thus direded you to the proper means of im- 
provement in religion, and laid down certain rules to guide 
you in the ufe of them, I (hould now, 
• in. Attempt, by fuitable motives, to. excite your moft 
fcrious regards to the exhortations which have been given- 
But thefe motives I fhall at prefent ^o little more than- 
mention, as they will be oceaiionally difcui&d in the fol*^ 
lowing difcourfes. Now, 

I . The firft which demands our coniideration is the end> 
propofed by the ufe of thefe- means— eur growth in grace* 
An end truly noble and important, and which, if it were 
rightly underftood, as comprehending in it- the greateft* 
bleffednefs, it could not fail of having a powerful effed up- 
on our hearts*. And here, in order to fire our zeal, and 

provoke* 
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^Htfrojbe ooi enuilatiera; 1 ought ddcribe tlie cWftAer of 
iivti who excels in. rcligkm. I might tell joii ivKal; rtaJ 
beauty Acre app^rs ia his coitnteiiance, and ip his general 
depovtTDcnt-<«aQ amiabfendi which^ while it attrads the 
edsem and affe^ion oi hts feIIcm'-<Chnftiaa9, demands the 
re^ped^ and. levexcaaoc: of even the wkked tbeicifel\nes. 1 
xBt^t Ull yoa whaik pkalures he feels in his own bread,. 
reiUking from a (enk of the dmne £sreoiir^ and the esalted 
hope of etnmal life. And I might tell your how great a. 
bleiiii|;rh^ i&to his friendsy to the GhuxcH of €U>df and to* 
civil fociety. If, therefore, you wilh to be truly happy, 
hono m jfele and uief ui,. kt-it be ycnrconcexn, sd»ov&all 
things, to-grow in grace.- And then it is Uvbe semembei*- 
ed^ ar a farther: aj^umenfftorpediiiade sft tior diligenee, 

au That this eibjed?, fo highly importbaC, i$ not ikx be at^ 
teemed^ m£itimlf^ withcMi} ohe lafe o£ i^eam.- There is s^ 
sQOUu^eft fuilUthkaefftint the means,' as they ha^w^ been de« 
feribed^ totks eadi- Aod» we ace obliged^ hf the diiriutt: 
appointment, toithe ^ein^oa^of them... Wb^k ota yout^ 
awmjuhfoiion vii$h fiar artt^ ^embHng ^.^ And gii^ dUi^ 
gjt/94» td mahi ycur eaiH^ and ele^ion firef^, k were, 
therefine^ the heighit of piefumptionv howe^r the power 
and grace of €»od mayi^be exected upon e&tiraordinary. oe-^ 
eefions, Uy taa^eSc he ihoiildi depart from hi% ufual meaAires* 
of adknihiilratfon*^ Ab^ weH: mix^ the Imfhandman hope tor- 
r«ap »0fe¥ileoa« hatt^eil from knd which he hath t^en no- 
p(iin9to^ouki«rait«, as-aChriftiaa to gvo^^in grace while he 
Ih^ies-in this ntg}e>^ ol appointed dlitie«. Nay^ iheh a ne« 
^e^ is fo ha fro^ being kv the leaft conntemtooed by the 
db£lriite of di^e hiflUences,. that* -it plainly argues the 
T^ant of a true and- lively faith in that dodrine. And then,^ 

3. In the ufe o# thefe means, fo ik-in their own nature^ 
afcd' fo evidently of God''s appointment, we hafve the great- 
eft encouragement to hope we (hallaCtdn the end. If the^ 
jfromife (^- hioi who caxmot Ue i^ to be .credited^ theve oan 
E3 be 

« Phil. ii. 12. . t 2Pet.i. lO. 
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be no room to hefitate upon tlus point. Each of tlie dtr* 
ties that have been recommended is not only urged upoft* 
us by divine authority, but hath either diredly or indirect- 
ly fome afifuiaace of fuccefs annexed to- the due perform- - 
ance of it. Time would^ fail me, were I to refer you ta^ 
them all ^ I (hall therefore fum up the whole of what Scrip- 
ture hath declared upon this matter, in the words of the 
prophet. They wbo wait upon tbt Lord Jhall penew their ■ 
Jhrength ; they Jhall mount up wifh wings as eagles \ thej^ 
Jhall run^ and not be weary^ and they Jhall walk^ and noK- 
Joint *-. 

And new to s^ply what hath been faid, let each of us>. 
ferioufly enquire, 

I. Whether we have th« grace of God h The feeds o£ 
reiigion^muft be firft knplanted in. the heart, before tbe)^ 
c;jan fpring up,, and bring forth .^uit. Have we then a prin- ^ 
ciple of divine faith ? I£ we have, the natural, the genuine^ 
the ne^efiary expreflions of it will be fuchsas thefe — abhor-> 
renee of fin, and ibrrow for it— ^veneration for God, and^ 
fubmifiion to his will — love V> Chrifl, and a concern ta^ 
pleafe him^-and a preference of the hopes- and pleafures of 
religion,. to thofe of time and fenfe. There are, I am fen- 
flble, degrees of grace. But its nature is the fame in-all 
Chriftians. And they who, through various diicourage* 
ments,,are the mofl backward to pronounce certainly upon, 
their own Hate, wiH neverthelefs, if they are fincere, be 
f$ee to declare, that their practical judgment is fixed on 
the fide of religion,. and that their firft and principal defire 
is directed to the great objects it recoBunends ^. while 
others will bear them^witneis, that the general eourfe of 
their lives corcefponds with their profeflion.. If, then, we. 
have the grace of God, let God have the glory of it. If 
we have it not, O may a firm perfuafion of its importance 
excite an ardent concern to obtain it ! Again, , 

%% Let us enquire^ thofe of us who are ChrifUans, Wh&» 

thet 
♦ Ifa. xl. jr. 
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liEcr vfegrow in grace / To determine arigKt upon this 
'^ueftion requires no fmall judgment, attention and impar--. 
tiality, fince, through various caufes, we are prone to pafs 
a fa^e verdift upon ourfelves. This miftake we (hall be 
in great danger of making, if either outward profperity, or 
^iritual gifts, or the elevation of our paflions on' certain, 
occaiions, arc the criterions by which we judge. The pre- 
vailing temper of the heart fhould moft certainly be the 
grand objeft of enquiry. As, therefore, there are no dif- 
|(«iiti6ns more ftrongly chara6leri(lic of a real Chrilliati: 
than humility, felf-dif£dence, dread of fin, a confcientious 
regard to duty, indifference to the world, and zeal for the 
glory of God, the honour of Chrifl, and the intered of re- 
ligion ^ fo our improvement in thefe graces will furnifh the 
moft fatisfa6i6ry anfwer to this important queftion. And 
if we do Tndeed profper m religion, we (hall be fenfiblc 
that Gur profperity is owing to thofe divine influences^ 
which have colMrurred with the means appointed to that 
«nd. Letus, therefore, make our humble and cheerful. 
acknowledgments to the Spirit of all grace, be careful to. 
walk worthy of our high calling, ftill prefs on towards 
perfe6^ion, and, amidJft the many remaining infirmities 
which daily afflift our hearts, comfort ourfelves with aiv 
affured hope, ^Fbat he who bath begun a good work in us: 
ivili perform it until the day ofjefus Cbrijl *. 

♦ PJiil. i, ^ 
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BEPRDV1£MENT mi RELiGiOl* THE- BiOJEB' 
OF A DIVINE INFLUENGB^ 

J win be as the dew unto IJraef. 

I'^HE great Author of nature hath fe framedi njankih(fy- 
i and'fo difpofed t!ie affairs of human IS'fe, as that, on 
tite one hand, our dependfence on him Ihould not at afl leffen 
our obligations to diBgence \ and that our diligence, on the- 
other, fhoul'd not prechide our regards to the influence of 
Divine providence. Were the huibandhian to negre6l tilt- 
ihg his land*, becaufe, not having the weather at his com-' 
mand, he cannot (ecure a fruitful: crop \ 'every one wourd' 
pronounce his condu^ as weak, as it would be unqueffiona-^ 
bly criminal. For he who doth not fow, will affuredly not 
reap j unlefs a miracle iijt«;f veil«, which it were the height 
of madnefs to expe^. Whereas, he who does his duty^ 
though he cannot be certain of a profperous event, may upon 
y^y, i»afonable conliderations hope for it. So that no in- 
ference Is tp be drawn from the belief of a providence, that 
is the leaft unfavourable to indullry. 

And^ on the other hand^ he a6^s a part equally foolifti and 
finful, who builds his future profpefts wholly upon his own 
prudence and labour. For as it is an undoubted truth, that 
the concurrence of an external influence, which is not un- 
der 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



INmOVEMENT IN RELIGIOKy &C. €t 

«rer OUT controuly is abfolutely neceffary to fecure fuccefs ^ 
£6 a profane difregard and contempt of that influence, mufl 
be highly provoking to God^ ai^dmay juftly occaiion a fuf- 
penfion of it* This fometimes happens. And in inch cafe^ 
all a man's toil proves frQitlefs, and he has the additional 
diflrefs of having incurred guilt thereby. And though God 
does not always take advantage of the impiety of men, to 
withhold from, their endeavours the concurrence of his pro- 
vidential influence j yet what they thus obtain, in defiance 
as it were of his power and goodnels, is fure iiv the end to 
prove a curfe inilead of a blefling.. Wherefore let a man 
be as induilrious as he will, if he pays no regard to the 
providence of God, his conduct is as unreafonable and cri« 
minal, as if through a pivtended' reliance on that provi* 
dence, he were to abandon himfelf to floth and indolence. 

Thefe obfervations may wkh good reafon be applied to 
the great concerns- of religion. In vain do we profefs faith 
in the influence and operations of the blefied Spirit, while 
we live in the flothful negle£l of appointed duties. And 
on the other hand, it will be to as little purpofe, that we 
iAdudrlouily apply ourfelyes to thofe means of improve- 
ment, which were recomtnended in the former difcourfe f 
if at the fame time our eye is not dire£led to the mighty 
power and grace of God, who alone gives the increafe; 
And it is no (mall encouragement to the Chriflian, amidf^ 
all the humble and painful labours of duty, that he who 
hath commanded him fo- grow in grace^ hath alfo aflured 
him, as in the text, that he wtU be as the dexu unto IfraeL 

Thefe words were indeed primarily add reffed to the Ifrael- 
hes, that is, to the ten tribes who were feparated from Ju-^ 
dah and Benjamin in the day« of Rehoboam : yet they are 
not of private interpretation,, but may be applied to all in 
fimilar citcumftances. It will, however be of ufe, for ex* 
plaining the paffage and throwing flill farther Kght on the 
general argument before us, to take a traniient^view of the 
•ha^Aei. and circumflances of this people at the time the 

prophet 
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j>w^>6?t;tbus aid4reff€d th^xtt^ They were the p^<^ off 
Go4 itt a feafe p^cuJw t^o tbemielyes and differ cot fifpBor 
athear oatioiJS > God having taken Xhem under his ijpecial 
goveraioeQi and protf^ion, a«id be«n wfed by .extraordina- 
ry Bae^ns to defend smd fav^ tbena. Sp that the idea ^f a 
provide^tc^ wa^ i^iterwoveu with their civil couftitution, and 
% dependence^ upon ijt was the Eril e^preffiois of ohedienc^ 
required of them,, Wheref^jue the putting their, truft a$. 
any time in an £irm «f ftefla,. ta which they were ever fxrone, 
W-as. jalHy confidflr^. as a breach, of their alfegiiioce to God 
^eir kiog» and a forfeiti^r^ oif his favour and prQtedloo ; 
Bot to f^y how it becaaije the foufice of e^very other impiety^ 
and Co. m t&e end drev^ after it v^f y fi^tajb co^fequejia^es. 

In the guilt of thb &% aod' ^ ipdil&jraUe ^e\9^s ^ Ui^- 
thoy wejrc now phmged* Thti prqphftt Hofeja. ther^Qi* .^c^^ 
mg fent to awaken thfti» tot r^matg^ee, p^ts tb^w.i^orr. 
making (uch humble confeHigof^ aad fons^gfi^^h i^w i^^ 
fclutioiis^ as were foitfed to the kwad of gwljfe tjfc&y had cpa-- 
trailed. faJke with you vs^nf^y and. tuim to ibit L^ti* Sajr 
unto bim^ take ait/«j; oJl 'miqAity and ri<:ehi^ us ^rmcimfl^^' 
fo wiB we render th^ eakots ^ dur lips-. ^Jhur^ that is,* 
the AffyriaBS with whow they had ftM*gt.t aUiancft, fihoiU 
notfa.v£ tu ;. we will noi- ride uf^n koj^fus^ that is, truft iiv 
warlike preparations, v nmtber wiU we Ja^ aa^ more tO' (b^ 
woi'k of our bandsry ye are qw Go is ; for in tbet tbt father » 
lefs Jindeth mercy *. To which, ackncwvledgm^nts he repre- 
feats the bleffibd God as immediately replywg^ i wM be^ 
tbeir haekfiidiMgy ^ will lo^e- tb^m fr^e^ : for mifie tmger it 
turned awayfroju bim* i will be 4s tbe dt^^m^ Uftio Ifrael t 
ht Jball grow 0t th^ lily^ and eafi forth bis r^ols ms ieba-*^ 
non. ** Your infidelity ,^ felf.cao/id.«PCft and impiety have 
♦♦ ahnoli proved your ri*in; They have- d^a^ed your beau- 
** ty and glory^ and reduced you to a languiihing dyi»g 
^ ftatc. But 1 will have merpy op you,. That extraordi^ 
*^nary providence which formerly iuterpofed-i^ your favour, 

* Ver. tf 3,. 
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^ ^ill agtiin make you pto^crous and liappy. Oft yo» 
"^ feaH th« dews of toy ^dtvatkm descend j and fd (hali this 
^ withered plant rttaytr ki fti^^ftgth and vigoi»> and ag«ni 
*^ bring forth frmt to toy g^ory.*' 

And how juftly may tHs reafoning with th6 IfraditeJ of 
old, be applied to the chttrch of God under the prtfetot dif-> 
penfation, oF which they wfete en eminent type ! That coi^ 
fidence in divine JProvidtnt« whkh Was reqifited of thc»y 
^^ an e3q)teffkni of theit aflegiance to Heaven in tbek civil 
capacity, vTas a diftant but natural iaCiittfition of that faiths 
which is required of .us in Chrift oUr ¥Ai^g and Saviotor, 
;aiid in the iuftucnces of tht Holy Sjwrit, which he liath ob- 
italned for us. And as their failure In point of duty, t& thati 
-extraordinary ptxmdence they were Utider, Was the utihkp- 
py cauffe of all their declenfions atid miferies, fo ours, in re-»' 
gard of that-coniidence we ought to place in the poWer and- 
grace of God, is the fad fourccof all the dedenfions and^ 
milericswfeat anytime fe^l and lament asChrifKans. Where-' 
fore, under thefe circurftftances, the like acknowledgments 
are due from uy, both in our individual and eolle6Hve capa- 
city, as from th-em. The firft -ftcp we are to take, is to be 
deeply humbled for this great error, which is the caufe of^ 
all our wanderings from God, even confidence in ourfelves^^ 
and a difregard to the influences of his Spirit. And, thus 
returning to him by prayer and repentance, we may hope 
for the fame favourable anfwer they received, 1 wi// heal 
•^our backfiidzn^, I voiH hve you freely^ for mine anger ir 
turned away, I will be as the dew unto Ifra^, 

Now by the blefling here^romifed, v^ are to underlland 
the injluehce of divine grace .; — that fectet, invifible, and 
powerful influence, whereby the word of God, his ordinan-' 
ces, and providences, are made efFet^ual to promote our* 
knowledge, happinefs, and purity j-^that influence which 
impreffes divine truths upon our minds, raifes our hearts and 
affeflions to Heaven, cheers and Tefrefties our fainting fpi- 
rits, quickens and animates us to duty, forms us into the 

: likenefr 
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likene& of God, atid makes us meet for the everlafiiiig tin 
joyment of Him in the world above. And the more em« 
l^hatically to exprefs the divine agency her^, God is plea- 
fed to declare, that he wHl himfelf be as the ^t;v9 unto If-^ 
tael. So the pfalmift, fpeaking as is generally thought of 
our Lord Jefus ChriH, (ays, lAt, Jhall <ome down like the 
rain upon the mown grafs ; as Jhowers that water the 
^arth *• Now what I propoTe is osly, 

I. To illuftrate this fubjed, by (hewing you why thefe 
divine influences are compared to the dew^ and, 

IL To make fome pra£tical refle^Hons. 

I. Why are the influences of divine grace compared to 
the dew ? 

The dew is a mifl or thta. fmall kind of rain, which Halls 
upon the earth morning and evening, in a very gentle, gra- 
dual, imperceptible manner, and fo rcfrefhes the ground, 
and makes it fruitful. In fome countries, efpeciaUy the 
eailem^ it is a great deal more plentiful than with us, and 
&r feveral months together, fupplies the place of rain. It 
hath been generally elleemed, therefore, a very great blef- 
fing, and is often in fcripture fo represented. Thus, when - 
Ifaac bleffes his fon Jacob, he fays, God give thee of the dew 
of heaven .^ and the fatnefs of the earthy and plenty of corn 
and wine f . And when Mofes bleffcs the tribe of Jofeph, 
he fays, Blejjped of the Lord be his lands for the precious 
things of heaven^ for the dew J. And on the other hand, 
the withholding it isy mentioned as a curfe, Te mountains 
efGilboa, let there h^ no dew upon you ||. 

Now there are three views in which we may confider the 
dew as a juft and natural emblem of the influences of the 
Spirit. It is fo in regard, firft, of its origin j fecondly, of 
the manner in which it falls 5 and thirdly, of its ufe. 

First, As to its origin. The dew comes down from a- 
bove : whence it is frequently called The dew of heaven ^ 

and 

♦ Pfid. hxH. (y. f Gen. ixvii. a8, 

\ Deut. zxxiii. 13. \ % Sam. i. 21. 
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«ad the heavens are faid to drop down dew *. Indeed, ftriA* 
ly fpeakingy it is a vapour exhaled from the earth and wa^ 
■ters. But as this rapour is carried up into the arr, and from 
=thence falls upon the ground, it may vcrywell be defcribed 
as coming from above, and from the heavens. Nor is it 
the effed of human art and power, but a wife provifion of 
the God of heaven for watering the earth, and making it 
fruitful. And hence, among other wonders of his power, 
Tvhich the great God mentions in his'diicourfe with Job, he 
thus challenges him concerning the ratn and the dew, Hath 
the rain a father f or who hath begotten the drops ef the 
Jewf.^ 

In like manner, the influences of the Spirit arc from 
«bove, and come down from God. They are the ^ffe^s, 
not of human wit or energy, but of divine wifdom, power, 
and goodneis. And they are abfolutely at God's difpofal, 
and under his dire6lion and controul. And who (hall ^que- 
^on this ? To deny that there is a fecret, invi£ble, mighty 
influence, which at fome feafons efpecialiy quickens the 
heart of a good man, and animates him to his duty, is in 
«ffe£i to deny all religion. And to afcribe this influence 
t« a man's own mil and agency, is not only to contradi^ the 
evident tefilmony of Scripture, but to adroit diflUculties 
idiich are not to be &tisfadorily accounted for on any one 
principle of nature or reafom No max, I think, will dare 
aflfirm, that God, who is a Spirit, cannot have accefs to the 
ipirits which he hath made j or that there is any the leaH 
abfurdity in fuppoflng, that if he pleafe he can imprefs the 
mind with a Arm and lively belief of future and invifible 
things, incline the will to a cheerful compliance with the 
didates of his word, foften the hard heart, and fo touch 
the affef^ions as to make them an effectual fpring to a^lion. 

And that this is the cafe, may, I think, with great ftrength 
of reaibn, be inferred horn a plain matter of fiEid, of which 
we are frequently the witncfles. The means of religion are 

Vol. II. F manifcfllj? 

^ Deut. zxzlii. a8. f Job zxsviii. at. 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



66 IMPROVEMENT IN RBtlOtp^l 

•laiufcftly adapted to produce the eflfeds uhich baYetoea 
mentioQedy juft ^s tli^ fowing and cultivating the ground to 
make it fruitful. But thefe means are n.ot alike fuccefsful 
lyith all who enjoy them. Here is one (hall have the evi- 
dence of the gofpel fet before hins^ in tUe ^noft convincing 
light, and (hall be rcafoned and ^xpoftulated with in the • 
raoft lively and affefting manner j and y-et hp. ^\k conti- • 
nue as ftupldly ignorant, nnbelievLug, and p0r\'^erfe asievec^ 
While another, who came under tt^ found of the woc^, r 
vrith perhaps as great, if not gr^at^r prejudices and difin^ • 
clinations th?n he, fliall.go avray do^ljT afTe^^ed withhis- 
future and everlafting concerns, and with fuch impi^fCens . 
of divine truths On his lieartj as iffue id- a Caving-rconverfion 
.t9 God. And (o with tefped to Chciftia.ns thiemfelyei^i^ 
3iow cold and langiud arc iome und^r the ^e^ns j>f gT^oe, * 
while others ^re fenfihly refrcihed, quickened,, and -aninn^ 
ted by thofe means !. Thel&e may be obfjerved in regard- 
of that darknefs and dejedipn -of mind which the bell jui 
men on (ome occafions enduTc. Here are two, both equalfy 
opprefled with feaf and melancfaoly, and both equally desfi- .' 
rous to enjoy the feB6blejcomfbrts.and pleafures of reli^oa. > 
They have both recourfe to the fame means. The one is • 
happily fet at liberty from all^k £ear«, while the othejc goes 
away with a forrow&l heart, and remains a cojnfider^e 
time longer in this unhappy and afiK6led ftate. How natu- 
ral the inference I that the benefit which the former reaps : 
from the means of religion, is owing to the kind and fea- 
fonable influences of di\dne grace which accompany them. 

But it is not ftom faS and cKperieuce only, that we arc 
led into this conchifion. It is the univerfal and prevailing * 
do6liine of the Bibk. The Bible itfejf claims our atten- 
tion as a fupematural revelati<Mi, and therefore takes it for ; 
granted, as^atinith evident to ourreaCbn, that God' can hav£, 
and that he aftuaUyh&lk accefs to the hearts of men. Who- ' 
ever i^eads the Pfidats;, and the otker devotional wrkings of .^ 
thp Old- Tcftament, will fee that the divine influences were 
, .; .. ' } ..••.'.' the 
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*t!5e cbmtnon privilege of all good men in the earlier ages 
of the world, and that it was in this way religion was be- 
gun and carried on in their hearts. And tay time would 
fail mc, were F to cite the moft refnarkable paflages only, 
which relate to the Spirit of God and his iilfluence, in the 
New Teftament.- Not ate we in any danger of afcribing 
that to God, which is the fruit of a weak and depraved^ 
imagination, while we are carefully attientive tb the teii- 
dency and cffeft* of thofc impreffions that aremfede on our^ 
-heartSr 

The infiuences' then of which we are' here fpeaking, are' 
•of divine original. ^ They defcend like the dew from the 
"heavens. They ar-e fr»m above, and cotfee down from the 
^Father of lights; and the God of all confolatidil* Is your 
•fieart, Chriftian, humbled under af fetjfe of lin ? Are you 
'refreihed^l^itli the hopoB and comforts of the gofpel J^ Are 
^you animated to duty and obedfence ? And are you made 
jfatlcnt 6f affii^Hdh and-fuflfeiing ? Does the w^rd preached 
'iJrofrt you ? fa'that, on fomfe occafions efpecially, you are 
remarkably cheerful and- vigorous In your attendance oh 
holy 6rdinances, and can fay with Peter, inflamed with the 
'fiyve of Godj ind ^iveticfd'wilh his gracious prerence,,/]t 
'pf good to he hef-e. Are you, in a word, made, wifcr, hap- 
•pier, and better,- by religious duties ? It is owing to t!ie 
grace of God, to thefe dewi that defcend from the everlaft- 

ing hin^r 

Secondly, The dew is a natural and fit emblem of the 
influences of the Spirit, in regard of the manner in which it 
falls upon the eatth4 This is very remarkable, and doubt- 
lefs one main reafon of the comparifon.. It defcends grd* 
ilually^—imperceptibly-^-fea/onably^^-^X^A fometlmes very 
plentifully. / 

3, It is remarkable of the dew that it Mis gradually • 
It comes down, not like the rain in heavy fliowers, with 
knpe^uous violence, carrying every thing before it, but in 
an eafy, foft, and gentle manner. This idea Mofes adopts 

whea 
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when he fays, MyfpeecbJbaU diftil as the dew^ and as tBe 
fmaii rain upon the Under herb *. So, the influences of 
the Spirit are gradual in their communication, and many 
times very foft and gentle in their operations on the heart. 
It is by degrees ufually that men are convened from fin to^ 
God. And you hardly need be told, that in regard ^i 
thofe who^ are converted, there M:e degrees of grace. To 
this purpose we read of childr<en, young men, and fathers,, 
in Chrii^ ^ of plants and cedars in the churdi §i God ^ of 
the weak in faith— the tender and feeble-minded, and thofe 
who- are ftro»g ia faith giving glory to God. And, as- 
thus, improvemfcnts in religion are gradual, fo are thofe in- 
fluences,, we may reafonably conclude, by which fuck im- 
provements are made. It is- ftep by ftep that God leads 
en his people, many of them, to farther and nobler attain- 
mentis in the divine life. Their knowledge, faith, hope,^ 
love and joy, receive freih acceOTion of flrength and vigour,, 
from the blefllng and influence of Heaven, on means ap- 
pointed to that end. Their corruptions are gradually 
weakened and fubdued, and, like the Csoiaanites, are dri^ 
ven out by little and little. They are formed by various^ 
exercifes into the divine likenefs, and by degrees made 
meet to be partakers of {he inheritance of the faints in light. 
Numerous paflages, were there occafion, I might cite, both< 
to pj:ove and illuflrate this.. 

Like the dew,, thefe influences are alfo foft and gentle in' 
their operation. Their efficacy is indeed fometimes ex- 
prefled in ftriking language, and by bold and lively images. 
So we read of the exceeding grealnefs^ or hyperbole f of 
God^s power towards them wha believe^ according tQ the 
working or the energy % of his mighty power. So the 
prophet fpeaks orthe word of the Lord being afre to melt 
and a hammer § to break the hard hear^ : and the apoille^ 

of 

* D6ut. xxxii. 2. 
5 Jer. xxiii. 23^. 
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^its bemg .^w/ri and povOerfuI^ andjharper than any two*- 
edged fword^- piercing evtn to the dividing a/under of tb€ 
foul aridfpirhy chid of the joints and marrow *. But here, 
tHefd influeiiGes arc reprefented as gently iniinuating them- 
fclves into the heart, like the dew into the ground. Ihe 
kingdom of God cometb without ohfervation : and, however 
fome may talk or rapturous joys, extatic viiions, and vio- 
lent agitations of the mind, it is, I believe, in this more 
£oh and rational way that Ghriilians are ufiially inclined, 
and prompt to that which is good. The grace of God we 
may confider as mingling itfelf, and that in a manner, as I 
fball hereafter fhew you, imperceptible to us, with the rea* 
fonings, perfuafions, and motives of his word, and fo ma* 
king them effe£hial. i And hence we irerjuently, in Scrip- 
ture, meet with the foft expreflSons of inclining, drawing,', 
leading ami alluri^ig. Happy they Vv ho know what thefe 
Operations mean--*know them I mean by the effe^ls they^ 
produce in the mind' ! Are youir hearts, Ghriflians, at any* 
^me meltedy and your aSedions moved with the great con- 
^derations of religion ^ And are your w^ills fweetly incli- 
ned to the choite,. and cordially determined to the purfuit 
df fpirituaT and divine objefts ? Such ts the kindly influence 
of this dew that comes down from above. 

2. It falls in a very infcnfible and imperceptihh manner. 
It is not like the rain which may be feen, or the drops 
whicb maybe diftingiiifhed from each other j but a kind 
of mid which is hardly to be perceived but by its efFe£ls. 
Jn like manner the grace of God, or that power which in- 
fluences the heart, i« fcarcely to be known or apprehended, 
but byits eifefts. It is with, as well as upon, the mind* 
that the Holy Spirit 6perates. There' are no new faculties ■ 
given us, only they are led and dire£bed to theiT proper 
obje£ls. And the hand or power that does this is to us in- 
viliMe, juft aHt is with the motions of the body j though 
they are all of them direftcd by the will, or by fome ' 
r 3 thought 

f Heb. iv. \%t 
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thought that paffes in the mmd, yet thefe Iprings of aftioa 
are feldom, if ever, perceived or regarded. And hence it 
is that the influences of the Spirit are fo frequently, in 
Scripture, compared to the wind i the operation of which^ 
however certain the £a£k h that the wind blows, hath puz- 
zled the ingenuity of the acuteft philofophers. So you 
know our Saviour fays, difcourfing on this very fubjed to- 
Nicodemus, The wind biowetb where it lijiethy and thou 
hearejl the found thereof ^ hut canft not tell whence it cometh^ 
and whither it goeth i fo is every one that is horn of th^ 
Spirit *. And to much the fame purpofe is what the. 
blind man in the gofpel faid to the Jews, when he was que- 
ftioned by them how he came by his light. How it was- 
he knew not, but this, lays hc^ / know^ that whereas I was 
h/ind, now I fee f . 

Now this being the cafe, none (hould obj;ed to the truth. . 
of this do6lrine, the difRcuUy'of fully explaining the man* 
ner of it. For as well might a man deny, that there is fuch 
a thing as the wind, becaufe he cannot clearly inveftigate 
the nature and manner of its operation y or that the foul 
and body are united, and mutually a6l upon each other, be- 
caufe he cannot give a fatisfadory account to* an inquifitive 
mind how It is. Nor fhould the feriou& Chridian difbrefk. 
hiiufelf with unrealbnable fears, that he hath not enjoyed 
thefe influences, becaufe he cannot teH how they are exert- 
ed,, and ill what manner they take eflfed, or becaufe he can- 
not talk fa confidently of Divine impulfes, as fome vain and., 
prefumptuous perfons may aflfeft to do. If we poflefs iuf 
any degree the fruits of the Spirit, we may fafcly attribute 
them to his agency, though we know not exaftly how 
they were communicated to us. Again, 

3. As the dew falls thus gradually and imperceptibly, Ca 
likewife mo^feafonah/y. The wifdom of providence here- 
in is very obfervable, though the fa61: may be accounted for 
upon natural principles. At morning and night it defcends 

upon, 
♦ John iii. 5» _ t John i^ 25, 
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l^>oii the earth j and at thofe feafens of the year, when it Is. 
mod wanted, and when the ground is in the fittefl fiate ta 
receive it. Were it to fall in the day, (fuppofing that 
would coniift with the heat of the fun), it would rather in* 
jure the earth than re&eih it, especially the tender plants 
and flowers of the garden. And fo as to thofe parts of the 
world where it falls in the greateft abundance > it is moii 
frequent when there is na rain,, and when the fruits of the 
ipround would abfolutely periih and die without it.. 

The like may, with greater admiration and thankfulnefs, 
be remarked of the influences of divine grace.. Thefe God 
befl:ows on whom he will, and at what time he pleafes *y yet 
in difpeniing them he difplays, as well his wifdom and pru» 
dence, as his generoflty and kindnefs. With refpe6t to the 
church in general, Whathat reflects on the flate of things^ 
in the firft ages of the gofpel, but mud be ftvuck with the 
importance and feafonablenefs of that extraordinary effuiioh 
of the Spiril which dUtinguiflied thofe early times ? Sa 
were the apoftles qualified for the eminent fervice to which 
they were called ', ib were they naade fupesior to all that 
iiighty oppofition they met with ^ and fo were theb labours 
(nrowned with a degree of fuccefs that is ahmoft incredible. 
And if we review the hiftory of the church in later times, 
we fliall fee wife and important reafons foe thofe remarka- 
ble appearances of the divine influence and grace, with 
which fbme ages and countries have been favoured above 
others. When the fcorching beams of perfecution have, to 
appearance, nearly burnt up the profeflion of the true reli-' 
gion, thefe dews have defcended in large abundance ^ fo 
that it hath grown and fpread and flouriflied, amidft the ut« 
mofl eflbrts of its enemies to confume and deflroy it. 

And the like may be obferved as to the experience of 
private Chriftians. How feafonable thofe influences which 
were excited. Sits, for your converfion to God at firft I—a 
time thaty when, if God had not thus interpofed in your fa- 
vour, fpeedy ruin had perhaps been your lot. How feafon- 

able 
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able fhofc influences, which refrelhed and comforted fOti 
hi the day of your diftrefs, when your hearts- were reardy t* 
faint within you, and your thirlty /ouls panted fofr ^vibe 
eon(blation ! How feaibnable/^^ liew ofyouryifufb*, wWcIt 
made you lively and vigorous in the fervicc of God ! dndT: 
t^ofe dews which have many times' fiftCe hXitti upon you,; 
under the miniflration of the gospel, in ydur att«ndaficer 
Upon holy ordinances, and when you h^e be6ii expofed td^ 
fome eminent danger and aMf^<m of an dutwatd kind E 
In a word^ as you cannot but remember, fo neither ca?ft you 
help admiring^ the wiftiora and goodnefe of' God, in water^ 
ing you with his heavenly graces, when the fair leaves of 
your profefTion have begun to wither, . the fruit to decay,, 
and the intereft of religion to diiclinc ahd die away itt^ 
your fouls !— So £sa&ilable are thefe influences ! Oncei 
riiore,. 

4. The great )ft/fwfy and* abundfrnfce in which' the d€Wfkllii 
dn the earth, in certain* places, and^ at' particular fVafons-ei^ 
pecially, is another cwGUthffaiice worthy of ndtitec in the 
parrallel We are hevc running.^ When Huftiai, the friend' 
of Davidi, deferibes thcf great numbers he wonld have le* 
out into* the fiet^^againft the enemy, and ^e mighty cxecu^ 
tion'they wiuld do,. he edmpates them to the* dew : Sofiad 
%ue light upon kim^ fays- he, jj* /^tf dev) JaHeth upon the^^ 
ground f: To the fame purpefe, the pfalmift ufes this fi* 
gure, w^n he would' expi^fs the multitude of converts, 
which (bottld frock in to Chrift in the days of the gofpel "^ 
Thy piople Jhait' b^ wM'ftg in tht day of thy power ^ in tiff' 
beauties of bolihtfs [fi^om tbewomh^of the morning : fbou* 
haft tHa deviX of thy ycutb J . The atom^ indeed, or' patts of 
which the d^^ris^ formed, are v«fy fmaU add ktipetceptible-' 
tothft'eye-', yet they' are very thiek, come' down in great 
abimdanc^, and cover all the ground. 

So we niay obfer^e of the grace of <5od,' there is a rkhr 
abundtote of xt^^Afiilnefi in 4)briji ; and it is largely M^ 

peofei^ 
♦ Pfal, ex, 3. \ % Sam. xvii, u, % Kal ex. 3* 
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ftaCti to Chriftians— TA^y receive^ and gr^ce fir grace K 
No iupply of art or nature can equal that of the dew. The 
water the gardener pours^ upon the plants, can reach but a 
little way, and is very foon exhauiled : but the dew from 
tte heavens, is a continual fource of nouriftiment to the 
earth, and does that in one morning, which the toil of ma- 
ny weeks and months cannot cffe£^. Thus> how rich, how 
krge, hew fuitabk are the dews of divine grace ! Without 
^em all our labour is vain y but with them, as will be pre- 
fcntly fhewn, we fhail grow and bring forth fruit. They 
are alfo ever ready to be fhowered on the Chriftian in a 
time of need i for as they are of divine contrivance and ap- 
pointment,. God will not fail to gf ant them, when they arc 
wanted and fought. The fountain likewife whence they 
proceed is inexhauftible. Notwithftanding the rich abun- 
dance of thefe influences which have been ihed upon the 
people of .God, in every age, and in various parts of the 
world, there is ftiU the fame fupply at hand. Like the If- 
xaelites, we may go every morning out of the camp, and 
find this dew upon the ground and manna therein f . Let 
us come boldly^ ^ys the apellle, to the throne of grace ^ that 
VJe may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need |. 
Thus, as the dew falls upon the earth ^raduaiiy^-imper^ 
ceptibly-^feafonably — 2xA plentifully , {q do the influencca 
of the Holy Spirit dcfcend upon the Chriftian. 

PART IL 

We have feen how properly the dew, in regard of its oru 
gin and manner ofd^fcent, is an emblem of the influences of 
divine grace. And we proceed now, 

Thirdly, To confider its ufe^ 

The dew is fcnt to refrefh the ground and make it fruit- 
ful. To this the fields, the trees, the plants, the flowers, 
Owe their verdure, their beauty, their fweetnefs, and their 

fruitfulneis.. 

♦ John u i6» t Exodrxvi. iz — 15, J Hcb. iv. 1^ 
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fruitfulnefs. All which is with grent foltticfs and elegfilfice' 
defcribpd in the verfes that immediately follow the text. 
Nature we here fee dreffed in all her glory, and the eye, 
the fmell, the tafte, are gratified with the moll pkafing fen- 
fations. ,The growth of the lily^ the ilatelihefs of the ce- 
dar, the beauty of the olive, the verdure of the fir, the re- 
vival of the corn, the cheering fruit of the vine, and thfe 
aromatic fccnt of Lebanon, are all attributed to the dew, 
Froip which" defcription, applied to the fubjeifl befote us, 
we may naturally colle6l thefe feveral effeds of the divine 
influences— r^^/w^;?/ and comfort-^^conjirmation and ef- 
tahlijhment^-^fruiifulnefs and ufefulnefs — beauty and glory * 

1 . Divine comfort and refrejhment is one happy effcft 
©f thefe fpiritual and heavenly influences* R^Jhall revive' 
as the corn, fays the feventh verfe, and his /cent Jh all be ai^ 
the wine of Lebanon, The corn, you know, dies ere it 
Eves *. It is buried in the ground; and lies there a confix- 
derable time, as it were loft and gone. But by tlic influ-- 
cnce of the dew and the fun it revives, (hoots out from uti-- 
der the thick clod, and promifes a large and fair crop^ 
Hence, the prophet Ifaiah, fpeaklhgof the laft refurreftioif^ 
when the body (hallfprihgup from the grave, like the corn 
out of the ground, thus exprefl*eth it, Ihy dew is as the 
dew of herbs y and the earth /haJl cnfi out the dead f . So; 
all the vigour and fprightlinefs that -appcaxs in the young 
plants in fpring, all the gaiety and; chcerfulnefs of their 
cloathing, and' all the Xweet/ragrancfc with which they per- 
fume the air, is the cffed of thefe foft (bowers* The fmell 
of Lebanon muft have been exceeding ^eet, as there grew 
the frankincenfe and aromatics of the moft exquifite fcent ^ 
and the wines that came thence were of the moft delicious- 
flavour, and generous influence. 

Now, as all this fweetnefs, favour and reftefhment is the* 
produce of the dew^ fo that rich confolatron which Chri* 
flians fometimes enjoy in religious duties, amidft outward' 

aftliclions^ 
* I Cor, XV. 3d. t Ba. xxvi. ip. 
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^aflii^ions, and In the near views of an eternal world, is 
fthe effe6l of divine influences. The .comforts of reHgioa 
.do indeed arlfe out of confide rations, hopes and profpeds 
•ivhich are mod rational, and juftly adapted to iiXjire the 
heart with them; Neverthelefs they are at the difpofal, ' 
.and under ihe controul cf the bleffed Spirit ) and when 
<tliey take hold of the heart, fo as effeflually to refrefli and 
filacer it, they are to be afcribed to his gracious energy and 
fOpe ration. And O 1 how reviving are thofe comforts 
ovhich fpxing from ;a humble confidence that our fins are ' 
•forgiven, from a well-grounded fenfe of the favour and 
Jove of Go4, and from a fatisfa£lory hope of everlafling 
falvation in a future world ! H the king'^s wrath ^ as Solo- 
.mon obferves, is as the roaring of a Hon^ his favour is at 
Jiew upon the grafs *. How cheering are thefe foft and * 
gentle rains, after a long and fad feafon of barrennefs ! ' 
How enlivening thefe beams of divine light and heat, after 
^ dark and cold night of afflidion ! When God giveth quiets 
ncfs^ who can make trouble f / When he fpeaketh peace, ' 
.all is joy and gladnefs within. This makes duties eafy, fuf- 
ferings tolerable, and the comnuon enjoyments of life dou- 
bly cheerful and agreeable* 

2. FJIabiifhment and confirmation is another happy eflTefl * 
of the divine influences on the heart. The dew caufes Le- 
banon, that is the cedars of it, to ca^ forth their roots J. 
Thefe trees, for which mount Libanus hath ever been fa- 
. mous, are remarkable for their height, llrength, and du- 
irablenefs. Their roots ftrike deep into the earth, and 
/pread far around, fo that the wind can have but little if 
auy power over them. Thus alfo the influences of divine ' 
grace do not only refre(h and cheer the heart of a Chriflian, 
and fofpread cheerfulnefs and vigour over his countenance, 
but they confirm him in the faith and praflice of religion. 
They caufe him to take root downwards, as well as to grow 
oip wards. And this furely is a very defircable blefling, * 

// 
*^rrov.:x:x. 12. + Job xxxiv. 2^, f Ver. 5. 
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It is a good thing that the heart be ejlahlijhed with grace *, 
that is, that it be well grounded in the effential truths of 
religion, and be difpofed, upoa right principles, to the prac- 
tice of its fexreral duties. 

' Scepticifm, or a continual habit of doubting, ts both un- 
|>leafant and hurtful. A man of this charafler, is ever lia- 
ble to he tojfed to and fro ^ as the apoille exprefles it, with 
every wind of doSh'ine^ by the flight of men, and cunning 
€raftinefs^ whereby they He in wait to deceive \. And 
«vhile In this ftate, the eflPeft of which is dually great con- 
fulion of mind, and a difagreeable agitation of the paflions, 
lie will neither enjoy himfelf, nor yet make any confider- 
able proficiency in acceptable obedience. In like inanner, 
he who takes the great truths of religion for granted, but 
-enters.not into the fpirit of them, though he may efcapc 
many of thofe difagreeable anxieties which are the fruit of 
icepticifm, yet he will be cold and lapguid in his obedience, 
and will want fufficient ballad within himfelf, to keep him 
fteady in a time of temptation and danger. Or however 
he may, like him in the parable who received the feed iu- 
ilony places, hear the wordy and quichly with joy receive 
it; yeiy not having root in himfelf he will endure hut for 
a while ;for when tribulation or perfecution arifeth becaufe 
of the wordy he will by and by be offended %, 

Now, on the contrary, he whofe judgment is fully per- 
fuaded of the leading truths of religion, and is confirmed 
therein by their correfpondent influence on his temper, 
(which is what the apoflle John means by the Chriftian's 
having the witnefs in himfelf ^^) that man will bid fair to 
be cheerful, fleady, and uniform in his profeflTion. Feeling 
his religion at his heart, as well as being convinced of it 
upon the found principles of reafon and God's word, he 
will not eafily que (lion its truth. It will neither be in the 
power of infidelit/ qaickly to laugh him out of it, nor of 

the 
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^^ Arcats of perfccution haftily to terrify him out of it. 
Like the cedar, he will ftand firm amidft the violent ftorms 
ef adverfity, while others are blown away as flubble before 
the wind. How very furprifing hath been the fleadinefs, 
Tefolution, aod perfeverance of fome Chri-flians ! Many in- 
flances of this fort hillory hath recorded, and fome our own 
^yes have beheld. Nor can we help envying the men of 
this chara£ier, that compofure of mind they ufually eiijoy, 
and that abiU^ and opportunity of doing good which they 
commonly poflefs above others. 

Now this confirmation in the faith and love of the truth, 
is one happy effe^l of thofe divine influences of which we 
liave been difcourfing, for it is by them the Chriflian is led 
into the fpirit of thofe great doftrines, wherein his Bible 
kath inftru£led him j and from thence he coUeds tliis ftrong 
collateral proof of their divinity. Again, 

3, Trnitfulnefs is another inain end for which the influ- 
ences of divine grace are aflPorded. It would be to little 
purpofe that the ground were refreftied, and the trees and 
plants nouri(hed by the falling dew, if they brought not 
forth their fruit at the proper feafon. The revival there- 
fore of the com, is mentioned with a view to the crop it 
produces in harveft 5 and the growth of the vine, to the 
clutters with which the hand of the gatherer is filled in au- 
tumn. By the one we are furnifhed with bread, which is 
the ftaff of life, and by^he other with wine, which cheers 
the heart. And the earthy drinking in the dew that cometh 
aft upon it^ bringetf^orth herbs meet for theni by whom it 
is drejfed *. 

So' with refpeft to the grace of God, he who fays in the 
text, 1 will be as the dew unto Ifraely adds in a verfe or 
two afterwards. From me is thy fruit found. And it is ve- 
ry defirable and ufeful fruit which the Chriflian, under the 
influence of this grace, produces j good fruit — fruit in its 
feafon— and much of it, either thirty ^Jixty^ or an hundred 

VvL. II. G fold. 

♦ Hcb. vi. 7. 
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fold *. The great principles of religion are not dry, ufelcts' 
fpeculations : nor is it for trifling parpofes that the blelTed 
God is at fuch expencfe, by his word, his providence, and 
his Spirit, to cultivate the barren hearts of fneti. If there 
be any worth, any excellence, any utility, in love, joy, 
peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, 
temperance, thcfe, the apoftle affures us, are ibe fruits of 
the Spirit f. And they do exift, not in imagination only, 
but in reality and truth. 

Look among your acquaintance, and here and there you 
trill find a man, in whofe temper and life thefe graces arc 
exemplified — a Chriflian, who, though he is not free from 
human frailties, and though he may not enjoy always the 
fame even cheerful frame of mind, yet is confcientious and 
uniform in his deportment, and ain^s at pleafing God, and 
.fcrving his generation. A Chriftian, of whom, if 1 were 
:more particularly to defcribe him, I (hould fay, that he i< 
iefious and regular in his religious duties, diligent and ho- 
neft in his civil concerns, fincere and faithful in .his friend- 
flxips— .that he is temperate in the ufe of v.orldly enjoy- 
ments, contented in the ftation Providence hath afTigned 
him, and patient under the trials and afflidions: of life— 
that he hath the government of his .own fpirit, not living in 
ft rife and contention, but meeknefs and love ^ net apt t® 
be cenforious, but candid and charitable j not puffed up 
with pride and vanity, but of a humble and condefcendin^ 
temper — that hefeeks not bis own things^ but the things of 
others^ feels the diftrdffes of the affli^Sled, rejoices in every 
opportunity of doing good, and, ip a word, makes the glo- 
ry of God, and a conformity to his will, the fcope and end 
of his adions. This is the man on whofe heart the refre(h- 
ing dews of divine grace defcend; and fuch are the fruits, 
the fubftaatial fruits, which every one who- is bleffed with 
thefe influences, will, in a greater or lefs degree^ produce* 
Which leads me to fpeak, 

4. And 
♦ MaA iv. 20. f Gal v. zi. 
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4; And lailly, of that benuty and glory which rcUgiop, 
thus flourilhtng under a fuperior influence, puts upon the 
Tcal Chriftian, How fair is the countenance, how cheer- 
ful the afped whjch nature affunjes, whert rcfreflied with 
the morning dew, and gladdened with the rifing fun ! efpc- 
cially in the fpring, when the fields, the plants' and the 
flowers, are drefled in their richell cloathing j! and in au- 
tumn, when the corp bows its head to the reapers, and the 
trees wifh to be dilburdened of their fruit.- There is fome- 
diing amazingly enlivening in thefe rural profpefts •, and 
cot only fo, but they imprefs ideas of beauty and greatnefs 
on the mind, which are fure to produco anfwerable affec- 
tions of admiration and wonder;- 

In like nfianner, the prefence, tHe dre(s,.the deportment 
of a real Cbriflian, I mean his genuine temper and con- 
4u£^, cannot fail of captivating, the attention and efleem 
of good men, and' commanding refpedl and awe from evea 
the wicked themfelves. The grace of God adds a comeli- 
»efs to the appearance, and (lamps a dignity upon the cha- 
raiEler of a man, that nothing elfe whatfoever can do. Who 
can forbear being ftruck with the native fimplicity, th^ 
humble boldnefs, and the unaffe^ed cheerfulnefs, which fit 
upon bis countenance in whofe heart the comforts of religion 
abound ? His face fliines. His beauty is like the olive tree. 
His fmell as Lebanon.- The fragrance of his graces is 
like the precious ointment upon the bead of jiaron^ that ran 
down bii beardy and mingled with tbejkirts of his garments^ 
It is like the dew of Hertnon^ tlie dew that defcended ttpotv 
the mountains ofSion, where the Lord commanded the hlef* 
Jing^ even life for evermore *". 

What ornament fo fair and beautiful as that of a meeic 
and (^uiet fpirit— a mind' endued with patience and content- 
ment, with benevolence and love ? Not all the adorning of 
broidered hair, of gold, of pearls, of coftly array, is ta b© 
once mentioned with good works^, Thefe outvie them, juft 

a» 
♦ Ffal. cxxxiii. a, > 
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as the lilies of the field do Solomon in all hi* gTory- HoW 
graceful, in a word, haw becoming is their behaviour, who, 
having been with Jefus and learned of him, aim to walk 
in his ileps and imitate his example I Whatfoever things 
are true^ whaffoever things are honefi^ whatfoever things 
are jujlj whatfoever things are pure^ whatfotver things am 
lovely, whatfoever things are of good report^ on thefo they- 
tbink^ and thefe they endeavour to praflife *• And furely, 
if there be any virtue^ if there be any praife ; fuch fruits of 
Divine grace cannot but refleft real honour upon the Chrr- 
ilian, intereft him deeply in the affe£lions^ of thofe who 
truly fear God, and fix a conviction of the truth of religion 
on the confciences of all fober obfervers. 

Thus have we fecn how juft and natural an emblem the 
dew is of the influences of the Holy Spirit^ in regard of its- 
origin, the manner in which it falls^ and its ufo^ Whicfc 
leads me, as was propofed, 

II. To make fome fuitable improvement of the whole. 
!• Does this dew come down from God ? Of him then 
let us earneflly feek it, and to him let us offer our humble 
thanks for it. The faith of this do6lrine is one principal 
ground of prayer, and is a mighty incentive to it. For 
.who is there that truly believes in the Divine influences, 
and is thoroughly fenfible of their importance to the great 
purpofes of the Divine life, but will ardently implore them ? 
cfpecially while he keeps in view that exceeding precious 
promife of the Bible, th^t God will give the Holy Spirit ta 
them that ajk him f . Let us labour therefore as much ay 
poflible, to £x a convi6tion of this great truth on our minds, 
and to cherifh there a fenfe of the infinite utility and indeecf 
indifpenfable necefTity of it. So let us make our daily and 
fervent addreffes to Heaven, having our eye dire^ed to the 
mediation of Chrift, and to the merit of his death, whereby 
lie hath obtained the Holy Spirit for us* Nor let us for- , 
get, having received an anfWer in any degree to our prayersj 

to 
* Fhll. iv. S; t I'Uke xl. 13^ 
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fo Be truly thaokful. It is indeed fcarce poflibk we (hould 5 
jbr it is the very nature of the t^kfling bellowed to enflame 
the heart with gratitude a»d praife. And there are no fit- 
ter ways of exprefling our fenfe of the high honour and pri- 
wlegc which is thus conferred on u% than by cordially pro- 
fefling our faith in the do^rine itfelf, and preferving a holy 
caution in our behayiour that we a6l not unworthy of it. 

2. Though wc rccei¥c this dew from above, let us not 
«xpe<El it but in the way of duty. If we do, it is not to be 
wondered at that we aie difappdj:>ted. Nay fo unreafbna- 
ble a temper as thifi &rQi(hes too plain a proof, that we 
have wrong conceptions of the do£lrioe itfelf, if indeed we 
may be faid to have any faith at all in it. F^r how is it 
pc^fible I fhould hav-e a- genuine conAdence in this ^eat 
truth, whiie at the fame tiaae, by living in the wilful ne^ 
gled of appointed duties, I dare aSrtwit that very authori- . 
ty which hath revealed it iathe facred Scriptures ? Mei|^ 
are therefore deceiving thcmfelves^ an^idfl all the zeal they 
would &em to exprefs fca the jinfluence and operation of the 
'H<^y Spirit, if this be the unhappy effe6i it produces. 
They imagine they belkve it, whiie they really do not 
frame any proper idea about it, a^ vmworthy of k, and are 
ia eSe€t enemies to it.^ Much more e?i£ly ihoiUd I appre* 
hend that man to be a real believer in the dodlrine of pfo-^ 
vidence, who regukrly purfues the duty of his calling^, 
though he talks^ not much about his faith y than I fhoul^ 
give credit to his loud prpfeflions of cot^dence in Divine 
^ixmdeiice, who all the whUe lives in indolence and floth. 
No. As the right faith of a providence will excite meii 
lo diHgence in their flations, fo will faith in the divine in* 
iucnces excite Cluiftians to the duties of their profeffion* 
The ground mufl be cultivated, and the vine pruned, as 
iwell as the dew be expe^ed to water them, and the fun to 
vefiefii and cheer them. In like manner, we are to work 
PtU o^r fo/vaiion wuhfear and trnnbting^ while Gq4 viork* 
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eth in us to wiii and to do after his good pleafure *; and 
to labour for the meat that endureth unto everlafling Hfe^ 
avhile we are firmly perftiaded that it is the Son of man 
alone wh6 <:an give it unto- »/ f . 

3. How vain are all their pretences to a large experience 
of thefe dews of Divine grace, wha bring forth no fuitable 
fruit in their lives ! We ihould deem it an affront to ouv 
reafon to be told, that this or that tree which is totally 
fruitlefs, and hath no appearance ©f life in it, is neverthe- 
lefs refreftied by the faUtng rain and cherilhed by the en- 
livening Ain. No lefs an affront do they offer to the under- 
flandtngs of thofe about them, who would confidently face 
them down with bold affurances, that they are imder a fu« 
perior influence, and enjoy pkafures which others are Gran- 
gers to 5 while at the fame time fcarce any of the fruits of 
truth, righteoufnefs and purity, or however of humility, 
mecknefe and love, appear in their lives. By their fruits^ 
feys our "Lotd, Jhall ye know them z do men gather grape* 
tf thorns or Jigs of thiftles % ^ And this fhews how little 
ground there is for that common objedion againfl this doc- 
trine, which is taken from the pronenefs of many perfons 
to abufe it. For the rule our Lord lays down fumiihes fuf. 
ficlent means to prevent any fuch miilake. Be affured, O 
vain man, if this be your character, you are under the grof- 
feft deception 5 and the confequence will be moft fatal, i£ 
your eyes are not opened, nor you in due time brought to 
repentance. Oh the other hand, 

4. Let the humble ferious timorous Chrt0ian be eot»« 
fortcd — the Chriftian whofe concern it is to bring forth the 
fruits of the Spirit, though through many difcouragen^ents 
he is fometitnes ready to queftion whether he is the happy 
fubjeft of divine influence. Is it your aim to mortify e ry 

.evil pafl[ion and corruption, and to cultivate every Chi.ft- 
ian grace and virtue > to maintain communion with Heaven 
in the feveral inflitutions of religion ^— and tb fill up the 

ftation 

♦ Philip ii. I2,I3» t John vi. 27. % Matt. vii. i^, 
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ftation in which Providence hath placed you, to the glory 
of God and the good of others ? And aroidft all, do you 
readily acknowledge yourfelf an unprofitable fervant, and 
rely entirely on the divine mercy, through the mediation 
and righteQufnefs of Cbrift ? I may be bold to afUrm 
Jroffl the authority of Scripture, that unerring dandard of 
truth, that you have been watered with thefe dews from 
the everlafHng hills, and that it i^ from thence your fruit is 
found. Yield not to the doubts which Satan, which un- 
belief, or which timidity of natural confiitution may fug- 
gefL God had not (hewn you the things you have feen, nor 
enabled you to prefent to him the facrifice of a broken 
heart, if he had deligned to have deftroyed you. He is 
faithful who hath promifed— yf bruiftd reed he wiil not 
break, andfmoahing flax be wiii not quench y till he fend 
forth judgment to viBory *• Now indeed j^ozr fovn in Uearsj 
but you (hall quickly reafy in Joy. Novr you go forth and 
weefi, bearing precious feed, but you fhall douhtlefs come 
again rejoicing, bringing your fbeaves with you f . And 
hew uofpeakable, 

5. And laflly, will be the blifs and glory xA the heaven* 
ly world, where the e£Fe£ls of thefe divine influences of 
ivhich we have been difcourfing, (hall be enjoyed in their 
utmoft perfection ! The paradife of God above is ever 
fair and green, ever fragrant and fruitful. It is watered 
with the ftreams of that river clear as cryftal, which pro-* 
^eedeth out of the throne of God and the Lamb. And it 
flouri(hes under the foft and healing beams of the fun of 
righteoufnefs, which ever (h^ncs upon it. The climate isr 
healthful and pleafant. The fpring abides. The plants 
none of them languifh or die, none of them fade or lofe 
any of their beauty and fweetnefs. They bring forth their 
fruits in feafon — the living fruits of peace, and love, and 
joy. And God, the inexhauftiblc fountain of good, is all 
and in all, 

B I S. 
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THE USE OF RELIGION IN JL TUSE: * 
OF AFFLICTION-. 

Psalm xlvf. io»* 
Ba JiUr, and know that J am Go J, 

OF all the leflbns a Chrifliao bath to learn none iri& 
difficulty as fubmifliofi to the wiil of God under aH 
feidion. Not that the duty itftlf is h«rd to be e^f lained' 
or underflood. — Far from it^ What God reqiaires of ur: 
in thefc circumftanGcs is cafy to be apprehcnde^i : tlie dif- 
ficuhy lies in the pra^icc of it. And that the ditfficuity^^ 
is very great, appears not only from tlie teftimony of the 
wifell and beft men who have been exercifed with fevcre- 
trials, but from the reafon of the thing. 

A deiire of happinefs is the firfl and leading principle id 
the human breafl. It is the hinge upon which oar whole 
frame turns : the pulfe of the foul : and the fpring of all its 
anions. It is placed Upon the throne of our faeartt, to- 
direfl and influence our condu£^. And it is To deeply li* 
Vetted in our nature, that no force whatever can tear it: 
thence. Which being the cafe, it follows that what 
thwarts or oppofes thia defire of happine(s> or any way 
leems to have that tendency, muft needs throw the mind 
into great diforder, and become a trial to its refolut4on mkI 

patiencCi^ 
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patienc^e* To abftain from pkafare, to which we are fb 
Wrongly impelled by this principle, is hard work ^ but to 
endure is much harder. Nature Harts back at the approach 
of pain ; it (brinks, at the very idea of it. And though 
reafon, unaHifled by revelation, may attempt to reconcile 
us to this and the other aflii£lion, by telling us that what 
cannot be avoided ought to be quietly endured, and that 
our pains make way for our pleafures, and ferve to height* 
en and refine them ; yet reaibn faulters in her difcourfe, 
and for want of fuflEcient energy to enforce her dilates, 
often fails in her endeavours to controul the tumultuous- 
palTions of the (bul. The whole ftream of nature there* 
jTore beings againfl pain and affli^lion, it is no wonder that 
patience, whole bufinefs it is to item the tide, and to alla]^ 
the dorm, (hould be fo difficult to be pra£lired. 

But, what farther increafes the difficulty of a calm fub* 
miffion to affiidion^ is the wretched depravity of the human 
fieart. This put into the fcale with the natural averdon 
we feel to pain, preponderates ahnoft every confidera- 
tion that can be offered to foothe the troubled bread. 
Pride, paffion and unbelief, joining all their force with that 
principle of happinefs I have been fpeaking of, raife fuch a 
tumult in the mind as can hardly be imagined, but by thofe 
who have felt it. Patience in thefe circuroftances feems a 
grace abfolutely unattainable : and the cool^ faint and ab« 
lEraded reafoning of a by-llander has little mofe effe6l, than 
the ufe of oars to a boat toffed about upon boiflerous waves^ 
which every moment threaten its deftruftion. 

Now, it will be acknowledged, thefe things confidered^ 
that to behave with meeknefs, compofure and £rmnefs of 
mind under grievous and preffing affiidions, is a tafk too ar« 
duous to be performed without fuperior affiilance. The 
great utility therefore of religion at thefe times, is a fub» 
Jed well deferving our particular confideration. Religion 
fteps in to the aid of the Chriftian when all other fupports 
fail. And what gives it the advantage above the reafon« 
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logs of mese naturQ, is^ that it coiqcs cloatked if^itti d(vioa^ 
authority. Its voice is the voice of God j the all- com- 
manding voice of him who hath the pafTions of the heart,.- 
98 well as the waves of the fea, at his direction and under 
bis controul — Bs Jill and know that I am God* There is- 
%■ majefly in this language that is inimitable. It is like 
that of our Saviour, when in a ilorm with his dlfciples, he 
rebuked the wind, and (aid unto the i^^^Feac^ beJlUI ^ and* 
the wind indantly ceafed, and there was a great calm *• 
And that it hath had the like c£5ed on the minds of many^ 
in the depths of afHiclion, hath been fufBciently atteflcd by 
Scripture and by the beil of men in every age. In order 
therefore to fet the ufe and importance of religion at fucb- 
a time in their proper light, let us qonfider^ 

I. Our duty as it is here reprefented-f-J5^^/7/. 

II. Our obligations to Aich a temper aod condud-r-iT 
am God. And, 

III. The regard which religion tcaghes, and divine 
grace enables us to pay to thefe confiderations.-«-/iLfroiu 
that I am God.. 

I. I am to explain the duty of the affiifted Ctrlflian af * 
it is here reprefented — BeJiilU 

It is a Bgurativc kind of expreflion j and fuppofes fomc 
extraordinary diforder or commotion of the mind and fpi- 
rits, occafioned by the loffes, difappointments, and troubles- 
gf the prcfeni life, efpecially when they come fuddenly up- 
on us, and we are unprepared to meet them. The mind is 
hereby wrought into a violent agitation, juft like the fe«^ 
when a tempeA arifes. Innumerable^ uneafy thoughts, pain- 
liil fenfations, and ruffled pafllons, perplex and diftrcfs the 
heart, fpread a gloom over the countenance, diflurb our u- 
fiial peace and fercnity, and unfit us both for adion and en- 
joyment. They who have endured affli^lion in any great 
degree, from whatever quarter it may have arifen, kno^v 
well what this means. And by putting ourfelves in the fi- 

tuatioa 
• Mark iv. 39* 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



TN A TIME OF AFrtrcrrdN. 87 

Jtudtlon cjf perfohs overwhelmed with this or that particutarr 
-trouble, we may ealily imagine, though not perhaps in fo 
feeing a manner as they, what this ftate-of the mind muft 
be. 

It was a diftrefled condition the good old patriarch Jacob 
was in, when the fad tidings were brought him, that his be- 
loved fon Jofeph was torn to pieces by wild beads. The 
:tendereft pafliorts of his breaft were fenfibly touched. He 
rent bis cioaths, put faekcloth on bisimns^ and r^u/ed to be 
i/:omforted^ faying^ 1 wilt go down into tbe grave unto my 
Jon mourning^. And, apprehending afterwards the lofs 
-of Benjamin alfo, he cries out under this complicated pref- 
^ure of grief. All thefe things are againji /w^f .— The afflic- 
tion of Job, that great and good man, was as uncommon as 
was the patience with which he enckired it. And no doubt 
he felt this violent agitation of the paiflions, of which I am 
fpeaking, though by the grace of God he did not lofc the 
command of them, even when the dorm was at its height. 
-One fad dory followed another, till he found himfelf bereft 
of almod every outward enjoyment. ^ Fire, and fword, and 
•temped, fpread defolation all around him. His body was 
afflidled with the mod loathfome and painful difeafe. And, 
to complete the fccne, his friends, indead of being his com- 
forters, became his accufers. His own words bed defcribe 
the tumult of his pafllons, though his paflions, as I faid be- 
fore, did not prevail to his dedrudion. tbat my grief 
njoere tboroughly weighed^ and my calamity laid in tbe bo' 
Jances together 1 For now it would be heavier than the /and 
of tbe fea : therefore my words are fwal lowed up. For 
she arrows of tbe Almighty are within me, the poifon where" 
of 'drink eth up myfpirit: tbe terrors of God do ft thefnftlves 
in array againf me %> Rave pity upon me, have pity upon 
^le, Oye my friends .for tbe hand of God bath touched me\^,^^ 
The prophet Jeremiah Was a man of a compadionate as well 

as 

♦ Gen. xxxvii. 34, 35, f Chap. xlii. 'k6, 

% Job vi, 2, 3, 4. li Chap. xix. 21. 
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88 ITBZ t7SE OF HELIGIOK 

^s a ptous heart. And how great mud have been ike <nft(e& . 
he felt, while his eyes beheld Jerufalem laidwafle by the mod 
tremendous judgments, and his countrymen led away, under 
the frowns of Heaven, into a fad and long captivity ! The 
griefy perturbation and anguiih of his breaft are patheticallj 
cxprefled, in the Lamentations he penned on that mourn- 
ed occalion. / am the man that bath fecn offliBion^ by 
ib^ rod of bis wrath *.^^Is it nothing to you ^ all ye that 
pafs by / Behold, and fee ^ if tber^ he anyforrow like unto 
my for row, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
bath qffliBed me, in the day of bis fierce anger \.'-Ax. is a 
peculiarly tender and affeding fcene which the evangelifts 
exhibit to our view, when they relate the circumdances of 
our Saviour's laft converfation with his difciples, the night 
he fuffered. With what grief muft their hearts have been 
overwhelmed at the fad tidings, that he was now to take 
his leave of them, that death awaited him in its mod hor- 
rible form, and, which was word of all, that one of them 
would traiteroufly betray him, and the red ungenerouily 
forfake him \ Their countenances exprefled the inward 
pangs they felt, while each one with eagernefs put the quc- 
dion, Lord, is it // And yet their forrows were trifling in 
comparifon with their Mailer's, who now faw himfeli juft 
plunging'into the depths of afflidlion and fuffering. / have 
a haptifm, faid he, to be baptised with, and how am I 
Jlraitened till it be accomplifhed % / 

Now, the pain which the heart feels when exercifed with 
fuch trials as thefe, mud be very pungent* Nor can any figure 
better reprefent the confufion and agitation of the mind on 
thefe fad occafions, than that of a dorm or temped which 
the text fuppofes. The pfalmift adopts this metaphor, 
when he would defcribe the tumult of his paffions on a limi- 
lar occafion : Deefi calletb unto deep, at the noife of thy 
Vfaterfpouts : all thy waves and thy billows are gone over 

me* 
4( Lam. iii. x. f Chap. i. 12. | Luke xii. 50, 
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iNviTiMsor AntiicriON. 89^ 

we *• Af^ the prophet I&iah addAffes thfe thorch iiir 
much the fione language : thou fiffli&td^ toffed with tern: 
fiefi^ and not cowfqtted^* But is immoderate g^ef to be 
indulged ? Are ive to abandon ourfelves to ibrrow, as 15 
our cafe were defperate ? No fiirely, BeJUl is die voice 
of God ^ and the niighty power accompanying that word 
hathy in many tn{lance$, fubdued the ftorm, when all other 
means have feemed ineffedual. 

To be ^i// conveys an Ideaof the lowed degree of pa* 
tience and fubmiii^. Wherefore, the condefeenlion and 
goodnefs of « God in addreffing us aft^r this manner is very 
admirable and aflFedting indeed, j He does not fay, " Glory 
^* in tribulation, magmfy aloud the wifdom and juftice of 
** my proceedings 5" (all which he might require of us, 
^d we ought to aim at,) but, '' Be ftill, be iilent, hold 
*^ your peace :^' thus kindly intimating the fenfe he hath 
of our frailty and iveaknefs,^ and his tender pity and com- 
l^afllon towards us amidft pur forrows. j^i a father pitietb 
Us chUdrettf fo the Lord pitieih them that fear him. He 
hioweth our frame c he remembereth that we are di(ft J. / 
wi// not^ fays he, contend for ever^ neither will I be always 
wroth i for the fpirit fhall fail, b^ore me, and the fouls 
pjhich I have made ||. If, therefore, we cannot prevail ou 
ourfelves to fing of judgment, he will yet be pleafed with 
our filence. To beflill then feems chiefly to intenJ, 

1 . A negative kind of fubmiflTion *, I mean the reflralnts 
•we ought to lay upon our angry and tumultuous paflions. 
This is the fir ft thing to be attempted, and which may be 
done when perhaps we can proceed no farther. The vio- 
lent and fudden agitation of the mind under very prefling 
affli^ions, hath hurried fome perfons into rafh penfures on 
the divine condu£l, and an injurious treatment of themfelves 
and others. 

Curfe God and die \ , faid ihe who ought 4o have borne 

Vol. II. H $t 

• * Pfal. xHi. 7. t Ifa. liv. 11. % Pfal. ciii. 13, 14. 

\ Ifa. Ivii, 1 5. § Job ii. p, . 
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* fu»rt uMi Job ki his sHUaion, and jto 1ikP€ 4li^liec m- 
lieavouH to roc«Bcile kim to tlie wiU pf f^royid^Deo. 
^ Hftve Botyog loore' to do with 'God* Me i» not d^ 
^ fricBd, but tMoe eneiftf. H« does not deal kind^, bm: 
^ crufrily hf thee. l%i!Ow off thine l^Begbukie to tiax^ 
^ and renoi^iee aM thy ^former v»gnxi$ lir hfim.** 7b r<rr/(^ 
6W Id lb maiifr iwrds, is indeed an outrage iipon Dehy, oi 
nvhich the moft pro&ie ate ieldom guilty. £at die fecv^ft 
thoughts of their hearts, ivhem they «ce in ad«%r&ty, .if tkey 
do indeed at all thhk pf God, ^ce very d^qnourable t^ 
Iiim 5 and they foaietiiBes ^oceed b £ar as to «itprefs theuft 
mth their jips. Kay, the good man hMj^f, if he careful- 
ly watches his heart on thefe occafioas, \4ill ^nd iiabeHe^ 
pride and paffion, ere he is aware, ^^inditnginto a ilafney 
^nd upon the point of burning out in ibme ha^y and unpe^ 
f uous word againft God. To beflUl then, is to feppeefe «Q 
fuch murmi^ring thoughts and indeceni; re^dipns at th^ 
£rfl riiing, to keep a guard at every ^FMme i>f 4he (bul, aa4 
to prevent, if pofitble, the leait fally of ja difobedient an4 
nndutifhl fpirit. And this peAaps is the utHboft the Chd'- 
ilian can do, efpecially atthe-firft d&iiU of ibjne unexpe^ 
ed trouble^ and when his mind is in a gri^kt ferment ami 
confuiion. What force is he obliged to p«t upon hianfirlf J 
And what diftrefs does he endure for fear a word ihouU 
cfcape from his Hps that may diihonour God, or give the 
cncihy occafion to reproach reiigbn ! Aaron, no doubt^ 
felt the workings of natural affection in a veiy great degree, 
when the judgments of God were e«ce»ted in fo tremend- 
ous a manner upon two of his fens, Nadab ^Xid A^htt j yet ^ 
at the reaibning of Mofes, hii btld his peace*. 

Undue refentaicnts alfo againft thofe who have been the 
more iimnediate -caufes^ our afiHSion, and indeed ai> un^ 
fuitable carriage towards all aroimd us, are to be carefiilly 
abided. A'^nan of a hafty temper is no iboner afronfied 
cK^ injured^ but he inftantlyeatches fire. There is a gene- 
ral 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



i» A TfMB or iumie>i>N)N<> ^i 

^ fumuk wkluiH and the cffjo^^ptattj ia^hu coxMenmeei, 
hh vioTds^ and bisr ai^oxts. But eeH^iaii faj«| B0 JUk 
We caiioot indeed avoid' feelingr Nor ii it cvisaanal to ex-* 
fser$ our feefiogfi, or, in a fsoper nanaer to reinoBftrate 
agsindi the afooies nne receive. But the ^miga is^ U&^at 
pa^nis get the better of our rcafon, aad anger degenerate 
into malice. A watch therefore, a ibi^ watch, muft br 
l^pt over the fur«iH» and the malevolent affe^on<» of the 
feull Dearly hehvnl^ fven^e not yimrfijv$^ h^$ the apor 
ftle, Ifui ra^ar giw pbac§ urn^ wr^ *• S«ch was the 
^hapsriour of Da^4d, on occaiioa q£ that V€tf provoking aft* 
£ront he reoeived froift SUmer** He itfould net allow hk 
le^vanis lor rei^nge k, dieegh i3»f had it in their peweiv 
end a £Eiir ^foruiaity offered f «««-Onr tempers require al^ 
fo^ at fneh ieafimsi vei^ partkulac management, in regard 
ef eer cenee^ons-in gcnoraL Afflafiiop is mighty apt t# 
flA6^me8seaftnraldili>ofitio8ii^and toppctheeic^pf huk 
«B»t^ with cdt ai-eend theeu' Tp hji^ therefi)ie, is te 
ev^id quorcetiiag with eur friondi^ threugh » hafly mifap* 
l^henfion of tMr words and actions ^ er, if they do be^ 
Ikave with ib^tktSi u4 ooeleelt teward» vs, to endeavour at 
leaft te beer i| pfitieetly r i^ indtad ef oacryiqg moro&« 
nt(s aed (efenty v^ us into eev worldly coBGerm, tode^ 
iBeae mirfelves wkh miUnefs- and. g^ntknefs towards alt 
esen. In }m faefte the pfefani ft iied, jtU men mrt iianX^ 
but be WIS' quickly fieeiibk that ibU fi/«i bis it^rmi^ 

So iiBrtber, /» btjiil^y is to h^M a leftraiat upon our pa& 
fions, that we ofler no iojer]^ to onzielvca^ to our reafbn^ 
eur heal^,. or our nfefiilnefi. The knguaj^ of religion on 
thefe occufions, ia like dias of the sq^k te the Phili^»ian 
jailoir, Dd thyfoifm ^ttrM»|)i. Gseae ^Mrtios of dus fort 
fcnae hanw^taken,. abondeniiig them&bres to gttef^ and aUb* 
fiitely refblieg to bo comfeffted. And it muft be acknow« 
tedged, that ^ece is a ftrange difpo£tion in the mind, at 

fucb 

* Rom. xii. if, f a Sam. xvi. 10.'' 

\ PfaL cxvi. II. g AiSls v^%^ ^ 
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4ach feafbns, to torment hfelf. It takes a kintf of jileafure 
in gloomy thoughts, in an indolent and inaftive ftatc j and 
in an ab^nence ftem tke common enjoyments of Kfe. All 
which has a tendency to confeqnences very finful, fatal and 
dangerous.-*-Thi«^ reflraini then upon the paffions, is what 
the text primarily and duefly intends. We mull not, How- 
evCT, ftop here.«>- 

^. Ti> be^Hs to preferve a calm and comjMied temper 
of mmd n^r a^iifHon. * • 

This is carrying the rajatter farther, ft is notmerely re*- 
fraining horn nnpitienee, anger and rcfentment, but maitu 
taining inward quifetne^, ie»nity and eonftancy. I do not 
j^ean that ftokal tnfeniMsility wkieh- fome few may prid^ 
tbemfeives i^a«— a ftupid^ mis^Fe^d/iHK^iplmed temper of 
mind. Inr&dileafefiirely it can seiner be intended that 
we &oald be^Mh Afi^^ions wouM net be affiiaiens if 
th«y were not hVd. it ia well ob&rved by a headien wria> 
%«r, " That* the more fei^ble peceeption a man hatii of the 
^ evik be fulfers, when jret he is conteofited to fkffer for the 
^ iake <^ virt«e/fW Amteh the more properly may he be faid 
*« to^be couifigeooi*.'* And todted il k -difficult to iay 
lor what: cod o«ir pstffions. were gt«en^u9, if tiiey are to be 
totally fupprelM. They have their «&, and very knpor- 
^mt uie too -, v^iich tke apo&la endenlly ^ppofes i^en he 
exboFta v^mof /• defj^fo^Pfwm cmrre&tens f ^ that it, not t<r 
be ii^en&ble of them or thotight|e& and uncencenied- about 
Ihcm. But the^fti/JiUffi 1 meaa^ is ^at compo&rrwMch. 
our Saviour rccoiBmeiids.wheB he iays, Ik pmienee p^jfkjh 
ymerftmU |. And it is happy ntdeed te have (uch a poflei^ 
fion of our&lveS) a«^c» be sapableof thtnkang QooUyon the 
ways of Pro^dciKie, and of 4:onver£Bg jreely with our 
friends <»Bcemng them-— to have focii a cempofure.as wiil^ 
admit of inward and ierious^refie^ion^ w^ enable us U> ad* 
vert to the. aUeviatiBg circumflances attendtng our affii^« 
tioos, and w^l allow of our dMcharging the proper duties of 

life;. 
* Andronw Rfaod. 1. ii. c p. f HeK xii. 5; % Luke xzi« 19*^ 
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tts, tiitiiout hurry and diftradtoa* TUf &x«iu^ of svimI 
feme CknftiaBS hacvc carried with them through the feve* 
reft trials^ and that mthout vaj mixtuxe of unnatupil ftu* 
fidky. 

Who can readl over die piakw of Bairid> aad hear ho* 
atgutng <»i the dif^nfiitioiis of Pro^oicc, wkhaut adinir« 
fng bi8 catmnefs and oeixftancy ^ The &i&e niair be faid of 
Job. He did not loft hst seafba^hs^rcI^kNOiy or his hope 
and confidence in Gody-thdogh he had Ml alntoft all be« 
ides. But it h tbe dKHra^ttr o£ ettr Lord Jeiba Chrift 
which afforch tbe bnghtefi ^h^ratiMr rf thk ttniper. The 
"Very night be w» betrayed, he ate the pafii»Kr vtith hi» 
^^iplsa 3. and he cimveErM istm&uAy Yuth them, while h« 
had t^ ki«g of tecrort innaediateiy bttinrc his eyes. O 
hap|»y man who^ hath guaoA^fach a iiifKtw Mt i ty as thta over 
his tem^ftaons pai&onft ! ivho^ whtk he lavgiei^ts the lofs of 
•ne en}03qiiettty eaa ftiU tafke a Ureetse£s ha tb^ which re-^ 
main ! whoy amidft thr teknCin^af baB^ nature, hath reib* 
lutioa enough to^bteak/through cYcry difficulty, and betake 
himielf to his 4uty i vA^y ^ou^ God £»eimf at if he were 
about ta iby hba, can yet jConioBrfe with God, can think^ 
wad read and prsfy^ and hate aieHib idc thefe Dlviae exer*r 
ei£es t^^'-fittt there is^ . 

3r A l^lwr degVfSifif pattense and fubaoifitoa than even 
ihi» required of tis f dstd ihat k^'to juftify,^ appro?te and com* 
afiend the Bxvine ptooeedasgs.. 

Ahardk&nthis.toleaniJ ""What! muft I iay it is all 
^^weMwhentiutwlK^'ftseaiaaf itttuseisagaiiiitnie? Muft 
** I acknowkid^ my condition ta be the filled for me, when - 
^ nought b«it Uackne^ and d^vkn^ enfiompa& xne on CYe^r 
** ry fide ? M«^ 1 kiit thA hand f hat afaooft cjiuihes lae to> ' 
^ nothing, wad Stems fttetehed forth to daflre^ me P'^ Yes. 
Sa you ought to do; And £0 fiune good men have, done* 
2j&r Lord g»iu^ and tbe LardMatb iahn. away^ fays Job^ and 
Ufjfit/ be tbe name of the Lord *. Shall we receive good at 

H3 tbe 

Jeb i. ai. 
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ibe hall J q/G&J, Mijball we noi receive evil * .* Ti^b be 
Jley me^ yet wU I wufi in bim f . " Wiwtever be my con- 
^' ditioA 1 will fpei^ koDoursblj of God. Fatth, ttlls me^ 
^^ notwithftanding sJl I fufier, that he ia wife, juft and good ; 
^ and my tt&obtiag.U^ fltall pronounce hka fo*'^. / ii;iy/ 
praift the Lord^ fitys Dairid, ^j kmg aj I bave ««jp being $m 
^* Tbou^ X «n ftript of aH my enjoyments, and have no- 
^ th^g kit but my bare cxaftence, no. fiunity, no friends, 
^^ no wealth, no worldly comfpits or pleafures whatfoever ^ 
^* yet God (hall be magnifiod. HU^ name fliall be exaltedr 
^ as long as X have b«eatb to ipeak.his prai&»" What a 
noble, what a Divine and heavenly temper of mind is. this I 
Such alio was the langvi^ of the pro(^% HaiudLkiik,fi4ulft. 
he tremUed in himlelf at the glaomy proQ)ed of the cala- 
mities which hcf fair coming up«& bi&aa$i«e country. ^ Tb^ttgh- 
the fig-tree Jbedl noibk^fem^ neitber fomll faM be 4m the 
ifinei^ the labota- ^f tbe o/rW Jbtttlfml^ and tbe Jields^Jbail 
yield no ffieat^ the fioeh fijM be u^ t^ from the fold^ and 
tbere fh&ll be no^ herd in tbe Jlall ;yyei v»Jl J rej(nce in tbe^ 
JLord^ I imlljey in^ tie God of myfe^atkn ^* , 
• Thus to gloiy in: tribuhttioo, may. £eem.at firft view toe- 
gMRt a refinement an xeligion* -. Hunum nature is fmil, and 
our fpirits are fo apt to fink under the weight j(^s.]»avy af-- 
f^^^t)ns, that it i}» hard to oonceiveJMW a^man Qiould Jmg 
of judgment^ as Scripture ffamewhese expreies it. .Bat 
fare I am, upon the principles. «f the gofpel it is reafonable^. 
ahd whl>. the aids of dliane grace it is praS^abk. l%e 
ifti^nces 1 have mentiooed, and many hefidea recorded in 
the New Teflament, put ^ ia£k h^rondf4i%tttte. Nay, 
there hsnre been hea^ns,'whoie fixmnefs of mind in adver- 
iky, ^\^ WhoTe feniPibiEty ^u>o of the indoence of divme 
Pro\«idence therein, anf truly a^oniihing, and may well put 
fome who call themielves Chrifiians to the bhilh. It was 
the faying of a f>hilQfopher, £uasoU8 &r his morality, and 

who 

♦ Jab li. 10. \ Chap, xii?. 15. 

% Pfal cxlvi. 2. { Hftb. ill. 17, i8« 
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IN A TIME OF AFFLICnOV. 95 

-who WSB lumfi^alfb a man of affiidion, '^ I will plead for 
** the ways of Providence towards men, for all of them ♦.** 
And another reprefents it as the temper of his wife man, 
^ not only to ^Isimit^to.God,^ but to approve of his con- 
** duft : to acqtriefce, not from mere neceffity, but choice f.'* 
Shall he then^ who enjoys the clear light of divine revela- 
tion, who hath drank iiita the fpirit of the gofpel, and is 
encouraged to feek and expe^ divine infiaences, hefitate 
one moment at that which the heathen pretends to, purel/ 
•a the principles of nature and reafon ?— But I forbear at 
prefent to enter into our obligations to this temper : my ob"^ 
je^ hithcrtahas been only tadefcribe the temper itfelf. 

You fee then what it is, in the language of ^e text, ia 
heflilL It is to ky a refh-aint upon our tumultuous pa&^ 
fions— to be calm and compofed— yea, if poiTible,^ to juftify> 
approve, and commend the divine proceedings. 

PART ir. 

The temper and behaviour required of us in a time of af^ 
Hi^iott have been explained— Br j^iVK /Whence we pro-^ 
ceed, 

li; To confider our obligations to the practice of thefe 
great and difficult duties. 

• Now thefe obligations, which are numerous and power- 
filly are all comprehended in this fhort but finking expret. 
fion— I AM God. Langaage truly majeftic, and,, at the 
£ime time, moft condeicending and gracious^-happily adapt- 
ed to convey inflraflion, con virion, and comfort, to the 
heart of a good man, when in the deepeft diftrefs. "" Know, 
** as if he had faid, that there is a God— that he governs 
** the world— that I who have a right to govern it, who am 

" every 

^PICTETUS. 

t Non pareo Deo, fed affentlor : ex animo illun)| non quia necefle 
eft, fcquor. S£NECA, Ep^ft p5. 
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** every way quaifified to govern it, and who liave Ac tei** 
^ dereft affedlon lor thee ia thy affidion, 9m that Ged«^ 
'* and that all I do^ is in' refercBce to fotme fixture deign^ 
^* wherein I will be exaltedJ^ Let us lme% QontMOfiate 
each of tbe(e partiealai:^. 

First, There is a God^ 

To fet aboat proving fo ptan and obviouis a trtM& a» th£t> 
and which none among us deny, would he noedleis and tm-r 
pertinent. That 19 not therefore whi^ i kitend^ buc onljr 
to holdup this grand fundamental; pcincipk ot refigioQ, toi 
the view of the afifid^d Chriftian.^ AmidA a ezeud of ftiif* 
fible obje6b, we are mighty apt Hr We ^ht of him whofe 
nature is fpiritua), and- who is only to* bo:* ^pqprehended by 
the eye of fsuth. And there is^ no time ki whioh the ima^ 
ginatton, thoughts, and pafilons, are msre p^mttfuHy A 
faulted by fuch ^jeds^ than \^»n we ate in afiii%on« 
Profperity and adverfity operate in this rcfpeft alike^ Sud- 
den and extraordinary troubles^ by engrofling our attention, 
have the fame efFeft to (hut out God from the heart, a^ 
great and unexpefled fuecefits. To remind you, theiefote, 
on theie occaEons, that ihtrs it m GoJ^ ifi by no meswu vsk^ 
Icafonable. / 

Be perfuaded then to fet God! before yoo^ €hi?8Uan, in 
all his^ adorable perfe6lionSr^ Apprehend him prefen^^— iiQ-^ 
mediately preient with yen, clofely watching aiad accurate- 
ly obierving all your thoughts, reafonin^, dUfoQtiioiifi. and 
afih^Hons. He not only cogjiden your tronhU^ b^, as the 
pfaknift exprcfles it, bf kmu^j y^ur/Qul im ^uh^r/Uw *-^ 
with the utmofl exa^nefs and preci^e^ he eye^ the venoa» 
Secret and compHcated operations of your breaft. The I'e-' 
colle^lion, therefore, of this great and impoit^t tpnh^ ef--^ 
pecially if it make ar deep imprt ffion on the heart, i^ have- 
a prodigious effeft to check and reftrain your tumultuous 
paflions. Was the blefled God to affiime a vifible form, and 
(o reveal himfelf to your fenfes, I a&, Would not the luilrc^ 

of 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



m A TIME OF Af FLICTIOJr* 9^ 

c^ bi& pre&nce cosmiaDd an awe upon your fpirits ? And 
would not thoTe ftriking words, I am God, pronounced im-' 
mediately by kis lips, oblige you at once to be dill ? How 
loud and clamorous foever the difcourfe between Job and 
iiis friends might be, when God fleps in^ when h^ makes 
one of the company, and darts the fplendours of hfs infinite 
Majefty upon them, they are inflantly Uruck dumb : and 
when the afBided patriarch recovers from his furprife, with 
whi^ humility, meekne^, and fubmiffion, does he addrefs 
the great God ! / have beard of tbeeby tbe btaring oftbe 
lear ,• bui now mint eyefeetb tbee. Wherefore 1 abhor my-^ 
felf and repent in dujl and ajbet *. But, though you have 
no fuch fenfible* manifeftation of the divine glory, God as 
reaUy exiils, and i^ as intimately acquainted with your tem- 
per and behaviour, as if that were truly the fa6t. Solomon 
cautions us not to ipeak a kaHy word before tbe angel \ ; 
how much lefs (hould we be guilty of fuch ppefumption, did 
we apprehend ourfelves, as we a^ually art, in the immediate 
prefettce of Alzaigfaty God himfelf !: 

SxcoNftLT, That God wha is thus a witnefs of what pafles 
in our breafls, isthe great Governor of the world, and hath 
a concern in bringing about thofe events which occaiion all 
this tuayolt of our paffions* I am God^ that is, in othev 
words, '^ It is I who have done it." Shall there be evil in 
4f city^ ieys the prophet, and tbe Lord hath not done it %^!i 

The belief of a Providence that over-rules all the mo* 
tions of the material, and all the anions of the intellectual 
world, ieems as reafonable as the belief of a God, What 
parent will dtefert his offspring ? How then can it be fuppo- 
fed, that he who implanted this principle in our nature,' 
(this £r«i^) ihouM himfelf cad off all coneem for the 
world, which is the offspring of his infinite wifdom, power, 
and goodnefs ? Befides„ it would not have been worth his 
while to have created the world, if, when he had {o done^ 
he had left it to govern itfelf,. of M4iich it is utterly incapa- 
ble^ 
* Joi) xfii. 5, 6, \ Ecclcf. v^ ^ % Amos iu\ 6m 
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hlfi^ and the con&quence of wlucti would haife be^n ^ at.' 
inod cQnfuiioo and miieryr Nor is his felf-fu^i<to€y a bar 
^alnd a providence, for if ibis wsre a T«afoQ vibff h^ ih^iU: 
no^t govern, it would be a reafon why he &ould not^€reatc. 
And then his omnipotence, his oftmiprefencei and all lar 
other attribnies, are ftrong arguments in favour of a provir 
4ence, for the& render }£m infinitel^F capaUe of mSng tkr 
world, and if he were not to nik it, they' could net be dif^ 
played in the manner they are to the view of his ci'-eator-esK 
It follows, therefore,, from- the belief of a God, tjiat there- 
Is a providence, and, with ^qual realbn^ t^at this pro^fW 
dence mud extend ta the ornivHeft al^i^. These is vm 
flatter too inco^iid^rabk hr the a^ti^e aiKl attaxtion of 
iht great God, nor does it appetr hpw ^^ wbok Cf»ul4 kf 
^re^ed to a particular ead» wkhput a jregfMrd |# m^h putlr ^ 
And furely the concerns of man, fisce he is flhsmti allW 
bead of the world, muft be tbe ebj»£b of the fp4ci«l f«g«iF# 
tf Prov^dcncs. The divine inffuene^, t6«rcf<iffe, in huH HM » 
affairs, is capable of proof iipen the pruM%ka ^ natttfe ^^ 
feafon.«-«r>-And how very deciJliMe the &9tWQ^ «f Scisp- 
lure is upon this matter, I hardly iMcd t^oU you* jirt npi 
$wo/parr9vay &jss»ss S9mfmr^/M^r^/4r^mgf and 
94e ^ tb§m Jbtdi wH Jmil an jkt ground withmi ^f^ffT fy^ 
tber'^Thi wry imrj of jf0ur ht^J «rr itH H^mh^tyd*^ 
JffiiBion then, which is every where ]?Cfpeiei:)^ as the 
mean^ of promoting the ChrilUan^s real good, cemef nof 
forth 0/ the dufl^ either dot^ tr&uhU Jfring out ^f tbm 
ground \. 

" Be ftill therefore, feys t^e great Ruler ^ the woddr 
*♦ for / am God, It is 1 that do it. It is I that deprive 
•* you of your fiibftanccy your friends, your children^ your 
** health, or youar other ei^oyments, the lofs of which yoi^ 
^* fo Utterly lament." We are apt to^ look wheUy at &-• 
f4>nd caufes, and to fay, '^ If this or that o^eafiiHre had be«9 
^ t^en, I had' efcaped thi^ g^es^t evil ; or, If th^ or th^ 

« other 
♦ Mat, r. 29, 3^, t J(* v^ 5. 
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^ o^&er dffiAatoee ktd been ^taioed, m^ clitUI^ my t}rotker 
^ or my £tieii^ htid iiat iKcd.*» J5o a torrent of trouble ftri- 
fcs te ^ breafty mlhe^ *irio«fly tfitotigh every avfefttfe rf 
the imil, and fpseads con&i|9n and deCblatkm ^^e it« 
But the refk^^n, That the hand ^rf God fs in it, wonld, 
an a good degree, controcil, if not entirel)^ fbbdue the ifttpe<- 
iuons-cuFfent. 

ft k fcarpe poffiMe, indeed, t^at a thoughtful man (houM 
^qutte oreilook ihe immediate caufes of Ins afBi^ion. 
fifay, a recc^f^ion of them, jb £ir as k may be of ufe to 
^doted the erriws of his Judgment or heart, and fo to regu- 
late Itts future temper and icondud^ is fit and prudent. 
But otherwife, to what purpofe is it inceffanUy^o wander 
through the wild maze jri caufes and ^flfefts, when th^ 
^event ha^ taken place, and csmnot, by all the reafonipg 
5tt the world, be fuperfeded ? This, however, is an evil to 
^vhidi we are e«ceedin^y prone. And it is a very great 
jtnlf not only bccaufe it tends to heighten and aggravate 
OUT dtflreis, but becaufe it precludes thofe reflexions on the 
influence of divine Providence, which would have a moral 
.and religious, as wcH as a moft falutary and healing, efiedl. 
Of what conicquenfce is it therefore, that we attentively 
^e the band of God in our affliftions ? This one confide- 
ration, that it U he hath done it, duly imprefled on our 
"hearts, would go a good way towards appeafing the angry 
pafHons of our breads, and fllcncing the hafty and clamo- 
rous cenfures we are apt to throw out upon th^ inftruments 
of our troubles. The mind, duly occupied with fuch 
thoughts and reflexions, would be diverted from thofe ob- 
jeXs which are apt to irritate and enflame. And then the 
idea of God, as the grand agent, would (often an ingenuous 
heart into fubraiflion. I mean fuch a heart as fincerely and 
aflfeXionately loves that great and good Being. Nay, it 
VFOfild aUeviate the affliXion itfelf, and render it lefs pun- 
gent and agnizing. This was the ground of David's rea- 
fdnittg, when he preferred the peflilence to the fword. He 
/ coniidcred 
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confidered the fanner jodgmeat as ^oceedlag tasfxt loaae* 
diately from God ^ and k was le($ dilhreffiiig to him to 
think of falling into his hands, than into the hands of men *• 
So our Saviour compofes himfelf to his approaching fuffer- 
imgs, by this very confidoration of the divine influence Ift 
them. The cup which my lather ha$b given me /hail I not 
^rink it f / — AfBidion then comes not by chance, but l^ 
the permiflion, appointment, and influence of Pro^dence \ 
and therefore we ought to be ftilL 

Thirdly, The God who does it has an unquefiionabie 
Tight to do it. Know that I am Ged^^lt is the language 
of a Sovereign. So he fpeaks to the Ifraelites, See now 
that i, even I am he^ and there is no Gad with me ; I hiU^ 
and I make aHve : I wound ^ and I. heali neither ie there- 
any that can deliver cut of my hand^. 

To difpute the dominion of God overhis.creatures, or to 
prefcribe rules to him how iie fhall a^ is a kind of arro- 
gance and folly that wants a name for it. He is Lord of 
the univerfe, and has the cleared, fuUeft and moil indifpu- 
table property in every creature and thing that exifts j for 
they all owe their exiflence to his power and will. Who 
then fhall fay that he hath not a right to do what he plea(es 
with his own ? cfpecially when we refied, aj will hereafter 
he ihewn, that he is mod wife, juft and good ^ and To can- 
not poflibly err in any of his proceedings. It would be no 
injury done to an angel, were he to annihilate him j becaufe 
angels derive, not only their happinefs and glory, but their 
being from God. And furely, fince all the pleafant ingre- 
dients poured into our cup are the fruit of his unmerited 
goodnefs, he may, without aligning any reafon to us, dimi- 
ni(h our comforts in what proportion he fees fit. InAead 
of prohibiting one tree in our earthly paradife, he may in- 
terdict them all. And indeed, confideriag the guilt we 
iland chargeable with, it is truly a wonder that this is not 
thi cafe, . ^ 

The 

* 1 Chron. xxj. 13. f Jolinxvili, ii, J Deut.xxxii. 39. 
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Tlie Tigkt be has therefore to our fubftance^ our friends, 
^Mir £suniliesy oar lives, ottr all, is a coniideration that may 
well fileace the difcontented and murmuring paflions of our . 
afilided brealU. Thus Job reafoned, when he found htm- 
&lf on |i fudden reduced to poverty, and knew not how to 
account for the meafures Providence was purfuing. The 
Lord gavff and the Lord hath taken awaji ; hleffed he the 
name of the Lord*. And .this he ikid, falling down on the 
ground and worshipping ^ thas humbly and reverently ac- 
knowled^ng the univerfal dominion of God over his crea- 
tures. And it was doubtlefs with a view to fix this idea 
tipon him and his ^ends, that God afterwards revealed hhn- 
felf to them in his glory, and gave them fo flriking a de- 
fcription of his power and greatnefs. \/^s long as he had a 
being the pfalmid refolved to praife the Lord ; well rcmem- 
faenng the force of this argument, that though he was (Iript 
of every thing to his very exigence, God had done no 
other than he had an undoubtd right to do, and there flill 
remained caufe for gratitude and praife f . — But while God 
thus proclaims himfelf a Sovereign, he would have us con- 
iider him, 

Fou&THLT, As mofl juft and wife in all his proceedings. 
** Know that I am God — not fuch a God as are the heathen 
** deities— not fuch a God as arbitrary princes would be,' 
** who often a6l from mere caprice and humour, and with- 
out propofing to themfelves any end worthy of their fu- 
preme dignity. No j my vrifiiom is confummate : my 
** juftice is unimpeached.^' 

Here let the man of affli<5lion lay his hand upon his 
br^ft, and folemnly appeal to his confcience upon the quef- 
tion, whether, what he endures is not what he hath deferr- 
ed, yea far lefs than he might have juftly apprehended > \ 
Dare you indulge a thought that God is fevere, becaufe he 
hath abridged you of an enjoyment, which he himfelf gave 
you, which you have forfeited a thoufand times, and which 
Vol. 11. I he' 

♦ Job i, »i , f ffal. cxlvi. a, 
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be hath not talccli away, without leaving ytm Ml in ^ peC 
feilion of fome ether comforts > He is * not feTerc. Nor 
V'ould he have been fevere, even though he had ifepnTcd 
you of every thing that can be called good. The very iha- 
dow of injuftice vaniihes at the idea of Goo. The moft dtf* 
tant fufpicion of harfhncft or rigour in his |)r6ccedings, is 
abforbed and lofttPl the contemplation of our guilt. Iftbow^ 
t'Ord^ Jhouldjl mark iniquities^ who could ^ and* F Does 
pride or refentment then rife in your bread ? Combat thcfe 
daring o()pofers of the great God, with a fteady recollec- 
tion of your ingratitude, iiiifruitftilncfs ar^ -difobediencQ^ 
Call to mind the affronts you have offered to the Divine 
mercy and goodnefs ; fo will ^oii tremble at the hnagina^ 
tion pf an unjuft God.— Nor is he to be fufpe^ed of un>- 
faithfulnefs. Has he told you that his providence wonl4 
always fmile on your affairs > that health /hould ever bloom 
on your countenance ? that peace and happiaefe Ihouldin- 
jceffantly flouiiJh in your dwelling ? jor, that your friends, 
your relations, ior your children, fliould never be ihatched 
^from your embraces ? No^ As he hath natiiailcd of any 
one of his promifes ^ ib neither hath he given y©u»the Icaft 
ground to expeft that, of which in the end he has deceived 
your expeftations. Let God he trite ^ hut every man a iiar\» 
And as thus a contemplation of the juftice, fo alfo of the 
•wifdom of God, tends greatly to foothe and calm the tem- 
peftuous paflions. God is moft x^fe, tfet is, he orders all 
things fo as to compafs foiae truly goad, noble, and impor- 
tant end. A truth this, which fiands as firm as his exi- 
ilence. Indeed the fcheme of Providence is, in our appre^ 
henfion, very myfterious, nor can it in the nature of things 
\s^ otherwife, for it confifls of fo many different parts, and 
thofe lb cutioufly framed and laid together, that it is an ob- 
ie6l by far too confiderable to be clearly difcerned by a na-- 
ked eye, efpecially by an eye fo weaH and dim as is the hu- 
jnao underftanding in its prefeht ftate. When, therefore, 

" wc 

♦ PTalm cxxx. 3. t Ron^* "»• 4* 
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^e apply dttr mpcrfeft, and oftcaixaftakcivmcafures of rea- 
£aniog» to particular difpenfations^ it is no wonder we arc 
greatly puzzled to give any tolerable account of them. Thcr 
more ex<jiu(lte the embroidery is, the more ftrange anJ 
confufed will the Wrong fide of the work appear. But thi^ 
&fficulty of comprehending the ways of God, inftead of in-* 
diicing a thought the leaft unfavourable to the divine wif* 
dom, (hould rather leaJd us to> expefS, that the adttiiniilra- 
tion of Providenoey when it toxati tO b6 laid open to the 
"fiew of angels and meti, will apptaf the more grand and 
noble.'*— And now^ iince this i» the caie, how plain and na^ 
tural the inference, That it is your duty, Chriflian, to ac- 
quiefce i^tiently in the will of God, though your afflidion 
is very painfid and diHrefling, and you are wholly at a lofs 
t9 explain its immediate intendment. If ke k n^oft wife, 
it is certain Ui at he hath fome end in view worthy of hitu-* 
ielf 'y and it b as certain, that he knows how to promote 
^©UT good by the moft unlikely means. Surely he who fra- 
med this beautiful world, out of a chaos of darknefs anil 
confcfioBi^ casr cwfily mete the gteatcfl! eVik of Bfe friiitfirl- 
of the mo& de^able bleOlings. And that fueh will be the 
^e&ltt>f the preteut difpenfation, will I hope clearly appear^ 
when you come to confider his goodnels in connedion witk 
}ii6 wifdom, and the ground you have to conclude that you 
^e intereiied in his favour. Be flill then axnidil the mo& 
threatening flotmsr of adverfity, remembering that he who is 
Ht the helm, \% infinitely wife and flulful, and that the wind$ 
and waves are under his controul.— Which leads me to ob- 
serve, that the mod <]pieting confitderation, in a time of af* 
flidion, is that which arifes^ 

Fjfthlt, From the goodnefs of God, and the covenant- 
relation which fubfifts between him and us. " Know {ha$ 
" / am Goi/— not a cruel, but a merciful God j not your 
** enemy, but your friend." 

To conceive of God as cruel, is indeed to conceive of 
him as unjuft, than which nothing is more bafe and unwor* 

thy» 
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thy. Sucli an idea of the great Governofr of the world 31 
becomes even his bittereft enemies, and thofe who (uffer 
his refentments in the higheft degree. Yet, when he ap- 
pears in the charader of a Judge, and proceeds judicially 
againft us, we may well be terrified, though we know he 
can do no wrong. A confcioufnefs of guilt falling in with 
our natural notions of juHice, mud needs on (uch an occa« 
fioii fill our breafts with conilemation and horror. But 
'when, on the contrary, he affumes the charader of a friend 
cv a parent, and we view his mercy and goodnefs in clofe 
conneclion, and in perfe6l harmony with his juftice and 
truth, all caufe of flavi(h fear, and of undue e];notion of 
'mind, at once ceafes. A friend cannot w3fully injure me. 
'A father cannot delight to deftroy me. O ! tMnk then, 
Chriftian, how infinitely good the bleffM feod is — hdw he 
becomes your God — and what evidence you have that thi* 
'relation does fubfift between him and you. 

Goi^ is good. — Tranfporting thought I enotigh to make 
the heart of the Chriftian leap within him, even when fur- 
grounded with the blackeft fccnes of advcrfhy. • Hhr nature 
is good — infinitely good— good beyond defcription — be- 
•yond conception. The foftefl charafbers, the brighteft 
images, the moil tender and moving language, he has him- 
ifelf adopted, to convey an idea, and after all It is but a 
faint and imperfeft idea, of his goodnefi.^ He has the heart 
of a friend, the affeftion of a brother, the bowels of a pa*- 
rent. God is love. If to pardon the guilty, to extend 
mercy to rebels, to make the miferable happy, to pour a 
profufion of blifs on thofe who had merited Vengeance 5 if 
thefe are inftances of goodnefs, fuch inftances are innume- 
rable. Go where we vrill, even into the gloomy habitations 
of the afRifted, as well as the cheerful manfions of the prol- 
jperous and happy, we hear a voice proclaiming; aloud, TBe 
Lord is good ; bis mercy endurethfhr ever ♦. 

But the queflion returns : ** Though he b thus good, and 

♦*good 
• P(U. cuzvi. s. 
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^ goo^ to m^ and tg milHoiis befidef , in not poising us 
**^ imisedtatei/y according to our deferts, yet, upon what 
f* piincipk may I confider him as my friend, and as difpo-* 
*^ fed to do me good in the moft effieotial bftance, conflii* 
** ently with juftice and truth, v>d with the meafuret h^ 
♦^ leems to be purfiiing ^*' Need I tcUyou, Chriftian ? The 
gofpel, which yoa have heard, underdood and believed, 
gives a ^11 and clear anfwer to thtf interefting <|ueRion* 
He becomes your God, through the mediftliQi^of Chrift'his 
Son. Amazing love ! Him he flmrei 9QS9 but delivered 
him unto it^^ for t^ut fake ^ that wub him he' might ^r^^* 
iy gi'9e yoM aU things *. By his c^dieace and fufferings, 
juftice is appea&d, and all obilrudion» which lay in the 
ifay of yo«ir reconcilietioB to God are removed. With 
him a covenant is publicly, fciemnly and mod furely rati-» 
fied, wherein proniaoe is made for yoijir prefent and your 
everk^ag happiael#^ Your aflli^Uoos are by thefe meaae* 
converted into bkfln^^ and rendered AJutary and ufeful. 
Nay, more thgn this, the Son of God, by his deep and un« 
paralleled iufisringa, is^ becoine a ^a^ ei; with you in your 
ibnrows, is eKperimentally toufbeii with the feeling of your 
infirmities^ and Is bimfetf immediately intereiled in the hap«r 
py iflue of all tho(jp fiejry trials witK which you are exerci* 
fedf. Wbi^ oaft I fay more to magnify the goodnefs of 
God? Yotthave here the ftrongefl expreflion of it. You^ 
fee ii united with truth and juftice \ and thus pourii^ the 
licbeft bleOiings upon the moH unworthy. And now^ 
^midQ theie wonders of divine love, methinks you have loft 
$ght €ii your affli^Stions, or at leaft begin to ice that they 
may very well confiit with the tender mercies of an infinke* 
ly good God. 

*• Bat ah ! you queilion whether he is your God.** 

Why (hould you queOion it, Chriflian ? If you prefer his 

javour above every other enj<^ment, if you look for re* 

COQciUatioa with him in the way he has appointed, and if 

I 3 yonc 

♦ Rom. Tiii. 3«, t Hc^* »»• t4f— 18. chap. iv. 15; 
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your grand objed is » conTonnity to lus imager be afiured 
he is your God. There can be no d>je^ion on his part, 
as clearly appears from the harmony of the dbnmt attri« 
butes in our redemption ^ wherefore a deliberate and hear- 
ty coirfent on yours, may well put the matter beyond all 
teafonable difpute. Nor ihould you infer from your afiiic- 
tions, that he is not your God > for afiU^ons may be, and 
often are, the • fruits of his parental tendemels and love* 
To the doubts, however, which arife from this quarter, op« 
pofe the cheerful remembrance of the various bleifings you 
have received at his indulgent hands. Call to mind the 
many ftriking expreffions of his providential bounty and 
goodnefs, and efpecially the feafonable interpoiitions of Yon 
grace in* your favour, to reftore your wandering feet from 
the paths of fin,^ and to unite your heart a&d afe^ons to 
himfelf. Would he have (hewn you ^our mifery ? Would 
he have dire^ed you to a Saviour ? Would he have incli- 
ned you to devote yourfelf to l^s fear and fervice,^ if he 
had defigned to deftroy you ?-^Since then, God is infinite- 
ly good, and you have ground to hope, that he is your God, 
ought you not to fupprefs every munmuing thoi^ht, and 
cheerfully acquiefce in his will ?— -But there is <»e idea 
farther included in the text, «ad that is, 

Sfxthlt, and Ja/i/y^ That all God does is in reference 
to fome future defign. This hath been already obferved 
in general, whiift we have been fpeaking of the wi(dom of 
God. But it-deferves our more purtacular attention, and 
the rather, as this fentimen^is llrongly ezpreffed in the laft 
claufe of the verfe-*/ wi/I he estaktd among the bembtn^ 
I will he exalted in the e^rtk. 

To lay open the deiigns of Providence, in all its various 
difpenfations, would be a vain attempt. We are not equal 
to the talk. Yet, of this we may be affured, that what* 
ever afBi6^ions good men endure, the object the Bleffed 
God propofes is their advantage, and in compafling that 
ead the difplay of bis own glory. Now, their aSiidlions 

tic 
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lire fooietimes made to iubferve the purpofcs of their tern* 
poral good. Events, which at their firft appearance have 
threatened the moft unfavourable confequences, have yet 
•perated in a manner direfllj contrary to our views, and^ 
after a while, have brought about thofe very ends thej 
feemed adapted to defeat. For examples of this fort, I 
tight refer you to the hift<^ies of Jofeph, David, and others 
on divine record. Nay, there are few ferious perfons 
but muft have made many fuch obfervations ki the courfe 
of their eirperience. And in thefe inftances, how won- 
derfully have the wi£tom^ power and goodnefs of God 
been ilhiftrated and dHpl9yed I Wicked men have been 
obliged to acknowledge the fovereign dominion of Provi* 
d^ce, whilft the hearts of good men have been overwhelm* 
c<i with gratitude and joy. So is God exalted among the 
heathen^ fo is he exalted in the earth. But, however affile* 
tions mxj operate under the condud of Providence, in re« 
gard of our outward circumftances, there are ends propo- 
sed by them, in' a moral and religious view, which, as they 
are more plain and obvious, fo they are far more intereft* 
k»g and important. And here how bright, how cheerful, 
kow aotmating a fcene have I to prefent to his view who 
fincerely loves God, be his afflidion in itfelf ever fo pun- 
gent and affecting ! Faith is a mod excellent, important 
and neceffary grace. It lies at the foundation of religion. 
It is the root from whence all the pleafant fruits of accep- 
table obedience proceed and grow. Without faith it is 
impoJAie to pleafi God ♦. And hy faith thejuft iive^ walk 
and a^ f . Now, affiii£iion is a Qieans of trying the genuine- 
nefs of our faith, and of improving and firengthening this 
divine grace. So the apoflle Peter tells the affli6;ed Chrif. 
tiaos of his tiiaae : Te are in heavine/s through manifold 
temptations : that the trial of your faith being much mors 
precious than of gold that perifheth^ though it he tried with 
firCf might he found unto praife and honour and glory at th^ 

appearing 
♦ Hcb.xi.5. tHcb.x.38. 
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4^/naring ofjefus Cbrift^. M toy a good mm Irtti Ibr m 
long while queflioDed the reality of h*M f^th ^ that is, wlie*^ 
tber he bath truly believed to the purpofet of bis fiilvatioR> 
Aat ibme grievous afBt^ton, by putting hh llitli to tht 
trial, hath in a good meafare removod \m Aouhts OQ^ 
that matter. The great objc^ of religion, asiidft alt 
thefe fad fcenes, have ibDck hts fwiid in fo powerM »^ 
manner, and his heart and affe^ions hwe beee Ui fea^ 
£bly knit and umted to God, U^at he hm happtlf 
learned, with little or no^ hefitaftion^ to i&y i« the lan4 
^uage of the apoftle, / kne^xr w^m I^tave Mtev^^f* 
Well 1 and ibould not lb vaUiaU e an aC(|aidtioR $M thls^ the 
efcertaloing and increafin^ your faith, recoMk yoo, Chri* 
Atan, to your affit^ons ^ or at leaH pre¥etit your iormmf^ 
a too hafiy judgoieot of them, as if thty eoukl not ht §Bh 
lutary in their intendment ?«— Ag^in^ i^v ^pmifyiDg OQt 
hearts, the lub^ing our pride, and the erod^ytqg ^uir af'* 
fe^ioas to the world, are other encb pfiopoled by stiKAivo 
providences. And who is there, of avy diffeernment ao4 
ferioufnefe, but wiH acknowledge that #heft are ohjaA» 
^e mo ft important and 'defirable ^ Our -corfv^ioiis are 
the fources of dl the mifertes ve endure* The Chri&iaii 
knows it. He feels it. He laments it. Above aU thiiig^^ 
^erefbre, he moil ardently wifhes, not only to have theic 
influence retrained, but their dominion fubdiied. Frooa 
the mi(erable captivity in which he was oaoe held to hit 
iuSs, he is indeed now, by the grace of God, delivered^ 
JBut his evil paflioos ^ill live, (liH dilliirb Ihs peace, and 
Interrupt his joys. If afiHAiohs therefore, though painful 
to be endured, are the means which God has appointed 
iUll fartbdr to weaken and overocSne ihem 9 it ought, H 
^lU be an argument to concitiate the ChrtfUan to &ch 
meafutes, Sbouli Wi iw/ he wfitt^Qien 40 the Father of 
fpirits^ ^eti he graciouily condefeends t9 eh^^n Msfa^ 
^urfrftfk^ thai we may h^^artak^s ofHt hoJimfi I ^ T» 

refemble 
* X Pet. i. tf, 7* f 4 Tim. i. X9t i -Hcb. aii. p, io» 
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fe&mbfle God is the pttfiB^ion of our nature. Set that 

man, Chriftian, before your eyes, whoie honour, whofe bapt» 

pioeia thk fii, who escek in meekDeiiiy humility, tempe* 

raoce, fortitude, charity, contempt ol the world, and ever^ 

other divine and heavenly grace ; and then fay, Whether 

it is not worth your while to undergo the difcipline of 

temporal difoppointmentaand troubles, if you may by thefe 

means get at the rank he holds, and enjoy the refined 

pleafttres he poflcfles ? But it is &rther to be remembered^ 

That there are purpo&s to be anfwered by thefe difpenh 

fatioos in the world to come y the contemplation of which^ 

though wt have at preient but a ycry general and knpes* 

fed idea of them, may contribute greatly to the pacifying 

' •ur minds nnder die frown^of Providence. Our Saviour'e 

words to Peter on another occafion may be applied to the 

■utter brfore us t What I do thou knoweft not now, bu$ 

tb^uJfMt kmvt htr^mfter *, Tl^e fuSerings of the prefent 

file have a reference to, and a eonne^on wttb, the joys 

of another: ^h^y wwrk for you^ ChriHian, afar more ex^ 

medm§ amd ^Utmsl weight of gkry f • If therefore when 

you arrive at that world it (hall clearly appear, that every 

Icar which fell from your eyes, every figh which arofe firom 

your breaft, and every (ad complaint which dropped from 

your lipe^ was overruled for your real good, and became a 

means of heig|itentng your blife and glory in that ftate, tf 

this, I fay, (hall then clearly appear, as it moft certainly will^ 

you will not regret, 'but with infinite gratitude applaud the 

various meafures which Providence hath taken with youw 

Think <rf this*— believe it— *exped it ) and you will beflill^ 

PART III. 

Wb have difcourfed at large of the fevcral truths inclu J« , 
ed in this (hort, but comprehenfive fentence, I am God ; 
and have (hewn how a^nirably they are adapted to relieve 

akd 
♦ Jo&ir ziii.- 7« f »Cor. it. x/, »R» 
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Md comfort the real Chriftiaa unAcr \m i^USmbI. Aaf 
it remMtis, that we sow, 

III. Coiifider the regard wr tt« ve^ikMl Ui piqr t« liiefe 
iMarefthig truths.: Ktiaw ^lat I am G«d. 

There is no doobt btft God hath ac^s^ te^ ^ h«aiit, aail 
Aat he can, aad fometimes dbes, by ther^xeickiii of a fpeci- 
id and effedual in^uence^ cab»tfaeniffled miad mmMk wl 
fempefl of worldly troubles. It is aoongk So9 him to fpcalc 
the word, ^eJiUl^ and the tumultuous jiatiioos of the breoft^ 
aft wcU as the ra^ng waves of the &a, moft, tbtf will fub^ 
Jkk» To thi» puarpofe the prophet deffcribe* him as iii^^agf 
i €rt4ti Aefrmi ^f the h^ ; puktt^ fUtaee i^'him thmt ujmr 
f^t4HbitoJ^iir4^une0r»ItosidkMihim*k Axtd^toiat 
it giwti ^i^inefty wba can mi^ irsuUe f / & al hc^ever 
%o be remanberedi that God dealt wkh men asrotfiaiahte 
Cftaturta.' When- he eommunkates domfertifci^ ibe ajBacH 
led^ he dbes it by trnfteffing upon their.hearti a ckar alu£ 
liiraly convidion of thofe great truths 1 Imve betitoxpktci- 
uxg* So that they who ti^oy this &mxm fwace and'OMnpo^ 

is therefore a^uty iteumbtat. upo» oe, in rogaed ^ mate 
treatment of thefe tnuhs. And what it tho^^ity^ Why 
fiiMly-^to well weigh and confider thenr^to-belierc tham^ 
ami fo to eater into the fpirit of them^^to ondnwoiir to ap- 
{>ly them to ourfelves-— and to pray car&eiUy to God, . to 
mahe them efft^ual for appeafuig and qnJetiag onr (£fire£* 
fed minds. AH which is comprehended in the fealbnable 
and authoritatii^ admonition, Kno'ux that i am God* 

Fmst^ It is ocur duty to well weigh and confidor tfas&r 
important truths. 

They can have no effect, unlefs they.are perceived and 
tmderilood. This, therefpre, (hould be our fiift obje^l^ 
** But, ah ! fay you, how can 1 ik% my attentiea to thefe 
** matt^re ait a time when i am Aur ounded wi^ gloomy ob* 
^ je^W^ and the powers of thought and redeidioxi are enfec- 

♦♦ bled^ 
• Ifa, WvL x8. t5K f J^ ^^^^i *9* 
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^4fle4, fiftisbed aad bedken ^ TiM,4bc ^fiffieuky k rerf 
gveaty Kid 4II proper •aUmrance -ftioiild be «iade ipr l^ 
ihavpBeft of ycmr aAi^oOi the Undent of your coxifttta- 
tton, smd tbe liiiewMr cf yoi»r ftimniA fpints. Yd, if »et- 
fon is not wholly iaterdided or fiifpended, you have fnre* 
ly £»me commaead ^ youtfelf : jou are not lotidly loft^over'- 
^vdielmod aadundone. I^et sie remind you then, of certaki 
fuwdeotiad^xpedients mthip your :reteh, which if you wefe 
to make t^l tff ^^em, vmM go a good way towards <:om» 
fo&ag yonr i^uad to epnfideratioa. 

Som^ ^^8 ^f 4ix>¥ihle eoxolve peribns in conUimsd 
intercour^ with t^ world, and aHow them little ar ne 
jtkoe for reflection or meditatien* Sudh Is the unhappi- 
^mk of thoie who are pve«whelmed wi^ the perplexities 
fii trade aiMl bja&jefs, and of thofe whoTe poverty obliges 
.;tkeBi to work hard and late. The p^eds of ienie are 
every aomeot preying upon their fight, and what with 
^conttiving how Xo exlrieate themfelves oiiit of their 
aiifficuldes, and endeayouring to carry itheir fcbemes ^o 
^that end. into execuUon, their natiure is almoft worn out, 
,aiid their fpirits and flrength very much exhausted. Now, 
I am ien£ble, it Anuft be extremely difHcult for fuch per- 
sons to apply thar .miads to «lo£s and tixed conitderation. 
Yet it may be done. It hatli been done. Make the ex- 
^rnnent, therefore, Chriftian. Withdraw from the public 
-view. Spend fame time alone. Endeavour to (hut the^ 
world out of your thoughts, and to impofe filence on your 
pQifllons. The advantage which will certainly accrue from 
fuch a recei^ to your bodily health, as well as to the ftate 
jof your foul, (hould engage you at lead to attempt it. Don't 
jobje^ that you have not time. This buiinefs properly ma- 
naged will fit you for your other buiinefs. And the pains 
you are at to recolle£l yourfelf on matters of the higheft 
moment, will enable you the better to endure your worldly 
difappointnients, Tlie very changing the {bene would be . 
of eonfiderable fervice, if there were no other advantage to 

be 
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be expelled. Our Lord, amidft the hurms ol Us piAfiCv 
nuniftry, frequently retired for meditaUoo and prayer j and 
he did fo the very night he was betrayed^ and tvhen all the 
circumftances of his approaching fu&riogs were immediate- 
ly before his eyes. 

£ttt there are other aiHidions, fueh as, particularly, the 
Ittdden lofs of relations and friends, which have (piite a, 
llifferent effe^^, efpecially upon perfons of ftro^ feelings, 
and a tender conflitutian. When the firft paroxy&i of their 
grief is over, we (hall fee them ilnk into a languid, melan- 
choly^ inaftive Hate. And having tkc gloomy obje6b of 
their ibrrow continually before them, we fhall find them as ! 
indifpofed,' even in their folitude, to attend to the great 
truths of religion, as thofe who are perplexed and hurried 
with the bufinefs of the world. What then is to be done 
Kere ? It is your duty, Sirs,' to roufe yourfelvea, to put a: 
force upon nature, and to ufe all the means Providence af- 
fords, in order to recruit your animal fpirits, and to-reftore 
you to a capacity for calm reafoning^nd reflexion. Set 
about the bufinefs of your ftations. Endeavour to divert 
your thoughts from their ufual channeL Allow your friends 
to conveffe with you. And remember, that thai melan- . 
choly pleafure you are prone to indulge,^ is iniharing and 
iinful. 

But, after all, there are few afHi£libns, however acute 
and pungent, that will not allow a man fome intervals of 
compofure, in which he may apply himfelf to the duty I am 
recommending. Such opportunities, therefore, you ftiould 
eagerly feize, and diligently improve. Be all attention, 
when you are in this temper, to the reafonings and counfels 
of your Chriftian friends, or elfe withdraw from the world, 
retire within yourfelves, read the Bible, fix your minds to 
the interelling truths of religion, compare them with each 
other, and apply them to your own cafe. In adverjity coti' 
fider ♦•—This then is the firft flep towards attaining that 

fubmiiTioni 
♦ Ecclef. vii, 14. 
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%^bimffiimyiiortittide, and cheerfulnels under affli^^ion, which 
tke text teaches. But the confidenng divine truths is not 
fttfficlent. We muft, 

Sbcondlt, BeKcve the^. 

What they arc we have already feen. Know that I am 
Oo^.— There is a "God. He governs the world. He does 
all things wifely, Juftlyi and well. He intends our good by 
every affliftive providence, and hath made effedual provi- 
ikm, through the mediation of Chriil, to that end. Now 
thefe truths are fo clear and obvious, that in common they 
are no fooner perceived, than they are affented to. But rt 
is not a general Idea of thetn, or the barely admitting them 
to be true, that will relieve and comfort the Chriftian us- 
sier extraordinary traals. No, His attention muft be ftea- . 
dfly fixed td them. He muft fully and firmly credit them. 
His judgment and confcience tnuft be deeply imprefied with 
their divine authority. But ah ! this is no eafy matter-. 
Though he may have long fince laid them down wath him- 
felf as unqueftionabte truths, and though "he may even now 
b^' fo far compofed, as to be able to revolve them in his 
mind, yet his faith hath difficulties to ftruggle with, wWch 
before this were perhaps fcarcely imagined. 

There is a flrange propenfity in mankind to' infidelity, 
and a degree of it there is in good men themfelves. Whence 
the apoflle exhorts us to fake heed efan evil heart ofunbe* 
liefy in departing from the iimng God*^ Now, in a timie 
of afHidion, unbelief collefh ftrength from various quar- 
ters, and often becomes fo formidable as to require the ut- 
raoft exertion of all the powers of divine faith, and of en- 
lightened reafon. Hrm as the Chiiilian^ confidence is in 
the exiftehce of God, in his wifdom, faithfulneis, and lov^ 
in the mediation of Chrifl, and in his watchful care of « very 
one of his people, how quickly is that confidence fhaken, 
when aflaulted by ftrange, dark, and myfterioiis events of 
Pfoyidence ! " Had things falkn out in this or that way, 

Vol. II. K "as - 

* Heb. iii. X2. 
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** as he wiAed and cxpeftcd, he could eafiiy pefccwrS to#* 
** God would have* been glorified, his own intereis promo^ 
" ted, and many other valuable ends aufwcred. But, what ' 
** (hall he think now the reverfe.h tKe cafe ? — the pfeaBcft 
** maxims of rcafon and prudence, over-ruled and borne 
'* down by an obftinate kind of £atality, niturc and Provi-" 
*' dence in oppofition to each other, and the proraHei erf 
^* God's word, to his apprelienfion, flatly cont radioed by • 
*^ the moll fad and gloomy events.*' Such appearance*, • 
fach objedlions, fuch reafonings, put hini for a while to the - 
Hand. Nor does Satan fail, by his fuggcftions, to afford all 
the aid he can to the interells of unbelief. Wherefore, 
amidft this fierce conilid betweenr hith and fenfe, the Cliri^ - 
ilian finds it no cafy matter, like Abraham, tH> hope agmnfl 
hope^ and to believe that God may ftHI be feirhim,. thoUgk . 
all things feem to be againft him. What ihall he then m ' 
thefe circumllances do ? Let me tell you, Chrjftian, your 
duty- 
Endeavour, to the utmofl of your power, to 41veft your- 
felf of prejudice and paflioh, and to reflet how apt ^we a/e 
to be deceived and mifled bj appearances, efpecidlly when 
opprefled and bowed down with aflii-6lion« CaU up to your 
view the firft great principles of religion, wlitch are clear 
and felf-evident, and labour to fix them upon your heart 
and confcience. Set thofe other truths, which arc deduci- 
ble from them, in their fullefl and*ftroDgeft light, and give . 
the feveral pleas in favour of them, a fair, impartial, »id 
difpaflionate hearings Recoiled the impreflions they for- 
merly made on your mind, when they flruck you with all 
their native evidence and conviftlon. Oppofe paft fiads 
and experiences, to your prefent apprehenfions and feelings* 
Confider well the teftimony of others, who have been as 
deeply afRldbed as yourfelf. . And, above all, cherifh in your 
breaft a faci'ed reverence for the dirine authority of Scrip- 
ture, refolving to admit whatever that teaches, as the clear, 
plain, and unalterable will of God. — And now, wliils you 
\ thus 
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.dks luffer trutk to fpeak for itfelf, and lillen patiently tcy 
what your Bible, your ftleods, and your own expcricricc> 
iave to (ay in &vour of it, the clamours of fcnfe arid paf- 
fion wilKbe apt to fubfide, and jom £aith t<^ triumph over 
,all the efforts of uohelief. So will you- belieVe, aiid rejoice 
.IB belteYing. And fo will your <5^"<S?/(W, while you thus 
Uoh to the things wi>ich are not feen and eternal^ become 
%A/ and mo^entary^ JBut tlien this fuppofes what 1 have 
iarthet to recomiBend, and that isy% 

- Thi«j>ly, The applying ttefe great tnitlis to ourfclvcs^ 
and to our own immediate circunailances. 
. The alFenting'to them as true, will avail little to our 
eomfort^ if we , have ail the while a llrong prefumptioir 
againfl us, that we arc at variance with God. A refle6lioi» 
aa the wifiiom, power and juflice of that great Being, will 
ki this catfe> ferve rather to heighten and aggravate our 
gricfj^ than fubdue and foftea it. Nay, an idea of his good-r 
neis, howetxer pleafing in itfelf, wiU afford us but very par* 
4ial and infufHcient relief. For how natural the reafoning I 
**-** He m^y be good, and yet I who have been his enemy, 
^ ir^rerayc." 

Hete. ^ caiaiot help obferving, of what vaft importance 
it is, that this great queftion is decided, or however that a 
•man Is in fa6t a real Chriftlan, ere it falls to his lot to enter 
^he gloomy vale . of adveriity. AfRidlions indeed oftea 
^fove thefalutaxy means, with a Divine blefling, of bring- 
ing^rfons to a fenfe of religion : yet they mull, even \xu 
diat cafcy be* extremely painful in their operation j for 
what more tremendous than the idea of a God affuming the 
appearance of an avenging, judge I And if, on the other 
-handy a m»n is totally infenfible to any of thefe feelings, 
it muft ftill be very unhappy for him to have no refources 
0I comfort under the frowns of Providence, but fuch as na- 
ture or art fupply, and which are quickly exhaufted. How 
infinitely defirable |hen, is true religion ! O who would not 
.wiih tg meet the enemy, if he mud enter the M^z with ad- 

vej:fity. 
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verfity, in the charafter of" a Chri^an, armed wItB Bti^aer 
faith, rather than in the wretchedly defeoceleft and defpe- 
rate ftate of a man^of the^ world ? Thb latter cafe irfiid bo^ 
yond; de&dption. BvA to return-— 

I amrnow addrelSng myfelf to thofe who- truly fear God^ 
And.fince, at thefe times, it is 'no uncommon thing for even 
a. good man to queftion his intereft in the Bivme favour^ 
or however, to be at a lofs how to apply thofe confidera* 
tlons I have been recommending to his own. cafe y it is m^p 
obje£l.hereto afford him the beil affi^ance I am able ia^ 
each of thefe particulars. And,. 

1 . A* ta your doubts, Chnflian, upoa^die matter of your 
own perfonal intereft in the favour of God : if thefe can any 
way be cleared'up, compolure and cheerfiilnef» will quicb- 
lyfoUov^f. Now, it is hardly^ to be expeded^ that I OaouUL- 
combat all your falfe reafimings and grouadlefs^ jealoufiesb 
That would carry me too'far. What T mesa is only 
-to throw out a^ hw hints for the gpidiag your enquiries 
Upon this grand queflion. Aild here, he^es the generat^ 
^advice of examining well the flate of your foul, and of com-i^ 
paring it with the word of God, and of caHing to mind- 
your paft religious experiences ; let me eameflly prcfs you 
to a.^ligent obfervation of your prevailing temper unde« 
the prefent difpenfation. Tbat^ rightly underftood, wiM 
throw a li^t upon your real charadlor. But before yoit 
proceed^ lay it down with you as an unqueflionable truthy 
ikhat no inference is to be: drawn from your afflidion to the 
'prejudice of your fitial relation to God. DoriRotfay, ^* If 
^' God loved me^ he would not deal with me after this 
^ manner."^ For it. is evident, not only* from the ckarefl: 
principles of reafbn, but from undoubted hSts^. that the fe- 
;verefl afl[li6lions may be, and often are defigned for the 
fpod of thofe who fuffer them. Nay, Scripture aflures us^ 
^Ktwbom the Lord iovetb be cbaftetutb^ andfeourgetb tve*- 
»j/on whom be receiveib ; and that, if we were witbeui 

€h9iffifimenk^ 
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.iit^JmiiUy ^bit^ ali are pmrtaUrs^ we Jboutd hi baf- 
Mrds tfW aQtfons *. 

A«d now aik yourfelf, what is- Ac temper of your heart 

.towards God under the prcfent exercife ? Is it your firft 

.grand coHcern to he affured, that God is not contending 

rwith you as an en«roy, but as a friend ? Do you dread the 

thought of charging him unjufily, be the event of your af- 

, flidion what it may ? Arc you willing to admit that yoa 

, haye deferved all you iuffwr at his hands, and a great deal 

more ? Would you fain come at the caufe of his difplcafurcy 

, being more folicitous to have your fin forgiven, and your 

^ heart made better, than even your afEidion itfelf removed ^ 

Like Epliraini, are you ajhamed and confaunded^ecaufe' 

^you bear the nproacb of your pride and folly f ? Sas youc 

.forrow the fame cfied on you^ it ha;^ on the Corinthians ^ 

A X>oes it work in you cartfulne/s^ clearing yourfelf ^ indigaa" 

. rza/r, fear^ veksmtnt defije^ %eal, revenge J .^ In a word,. 

are your -afiUdions the means, not of making the breach 

between God and you wider^ but of foftening your hearty 

and bringing you nearer to God ?^— If you can reply to 

thele queflions, and others of the like nature, in the afHr- 

mative, or if thefe arc the main objects of your concern and 

attention, you may fafely conclude that God is your friend, 

and that he intends you no real harm by any of his difpeU' 

'fetions. And furely fome fatisfa^ion on this important 

. point, though it arife not t& an affurancc of hope, will tend 

. greatly to compofe your fpirits, and to reconcilcyou to the 

will oCGrod."*— But there is fomethiiig farther to be attempt* 

ted, and that is,. 

2^ The application of thofe general truths I have been 
j^ecommeDdii^ to your own particular cafe. It is the un« 
.]uppinefs of many good men to fail here. Though they 
are not without hope in God, yet they are fo enfeeble4 
with affliftion, that they know not how to reafon with them- 
Jclves ia the iame manner, and with that expertnefs and vi- 

K 3 ' vacity 

t Hcb. Xii. 5. 8. t Jer. xx^i^ xp. I * Cor. vii. ij, 
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Tacity^ they have perhap$ often teafontfd' with 0tb»r9 ii^^^ 
like circumftances. Now, if jou could have ^refolutioff 
enough to make an effort in this- way, the efie^ would bo 
conffderable. Not content therefore with a ^genei'al per* 
fuafion that God is wife, juft, faithful and good, fee whe- 
ther you cannot trace out thcfe characters in Uie preient 
viiitation of his Providence. A little pains will poiTeis you 
of not a few expreffionsof gentlenefs and mcroy, amidfl the 
moil fiery trial, and the remembrance of them will won* 
dtrfully afiift and enliven your broken fpirits. Thisdone, 
proceed a little farther, and codider with youriclf what 
poflibly maybe the refult of your afflidion-^tfaat God can^ 
and d^DL does bring events to an tfiiie little expe^ed, and 
by me%s as improbable-^-tkat his wifdom is more thaa 
equal to air the difficulties' and perplexities you can ima- 
gine-— and that as he does not wiiUi^fy grieve the children 
of meriy but ever deiighu iri* mercy ^ fo he wiH very proba-* 
bly magnify his goodnefs in your deliverance. Or, howe- 
ver this providence may terminate in regard of your tem- 
poral interefls^, confider what infinite benefit may, and moft 
certainly win, accrue thence to your nobler part. Here 
the mofV pleafing, 1 may add tranfporting, prolpefts will 
rife to your view, efpecially when you allow your thoughts 
to wander beyond the line of time, which is not afar oflf, in- 
to the blifsful regions of eternity; And in fine, if^ amidil 
thefe reflexions and reafonings, you are fuddenly ftartled by 
the painful feeKngs of nature, or by contradiXing and op- 
pofing- events, confider the great God as immediately pre- 
fect, fubmiflively bow the knee of faith at the foot of his 
throne, an-d obftlnately refolvc to pl^ce an implicit confi- 
dence in hiin, be the fcene before you ever fo dark and in- 
explicable.-* It now remains that I add to the advice alrea% 
dy given, 

FouRTMLY, That of fervent prayer. 

Our obligations, in general, to this duty, are Amnded m 
the'dodrine of divine influences > a 4j?Lftrine perfedly con- 

fonant 
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I?^ A TIME OF AFFLICTION. TV^ 

fimanft mth ilgKt reafon, and which makes up a confidera* 
We part of Scripture*rcvclat5on. Thofe to whom I am 
now addrcffing myfeif aare ftilty perluadcd of it ; I fhall not 
therefore flay here to explain or defend' it. Nor need I. 
take pains to convince the a^i^ed Chriftian, thiat Divine 
afliflances are peculiarly requifite in a- time of extraordina* 
ry trial and dSKcufty. Your own fad experience of the 
firailty of human nature, the corruption and perverfenefs of 
your heart, and the inconftancy and turbulency of youc 
pafTtons, puts the queftion with you beyond all difpute. 
Convinced then of the need you fland in of a fuperior in- 
fluence to imprefs the truths recommended on your hearty, 
and fo to render them elFe^al for appealing and quieting 
you under your troubles ; and fatisfied from the word of 
God that you have fullicient grounds to hope for that influ- 
ence 'y it is mod certainly your incumbent duty to pray for it. 
While therefore you are affured, that Goii is a verypr&^ 
Jent helfr to them that feaf» him in time of trouble * ; that 
his grace is fufficienf for themf; that as their days their 
Jlrenglb Jhali he % ; that he wiil give them his^ holy Spirit |[^; 
and wiil never leave them norforfaie them J ; be perfuaded 
to pour out your heart to him in- fervent prayer, keeping in 
view your own want«, and thcfe his gracious and feafonable 
promifes to the afRifted. AJk^ fays our Saviour, and it 
Jhall be given you ; feek, and ye Jhall find ; knock ^ and it 
Jhall be opened unto you. If yc being evily know how to 
give good gifts unto your children; how much more Jhall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that afk 
kim ^.* Axi6.^ fince we have an high priefl who is touched^ 
with the feeling of our infirmities, let us^ fays the apoftle, 
come boldly unto the throne of graces, that we may obtain 
mercy ^ and find grace to help in time of need **. How 
Biightily enlivening, foothing and encouraging are fuch af« 

furances 

* Pfal xlvi. r, f 2 Cor. xti. 9. % Deut. xxxiii. 25. 

1 Lul^e xi. II.' f Heb. xiii. 5. Tf Luke xi. 9. 11. 
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.fitrances a« tbefe, fron the lips- o£ ^ iafimtdjr £u^&(q£ 
.and companionate God] Revolve them ia your miiidw 

Believe them. Plead them with Gpod. Afl4 look for 

the fulfilment of them r 

There is a kind of omnipotence in the ptayer of £aitb;^ 
- // availetb mucky fays the apoOle James *. It hath ikaj^ 

the courfe of the fun. It hath ftopped the bottle$ of heaven. 

It bath healed the iick. It hath raifed the dead. And 

though we are not now warranted to expe^ any fuch pre« 
.ternatural interventions of Frovfd«iiee in our favour j y^t 
.the edkacy of prayer, through the mediation of ChriiI,to^ 
.draw down even temporal bkffings, will upoa^od grounds 

gain credit with tbofe wha believe thet« Bible, and are 

carefully attentive to fome fads which have fsiUen- fvidu» 
4heir own immediate obfervationv- But waving this, it will 
.be fufiicient to our prefent purpofe, ta remaik the great 
dtiifty of prayer to calm the mind and Am^m the pa^ns^ 
nvrougbt into a tempeft by difappointment and- forrowr 
•Would you be dill ? would you be q^t, patient and fob- 
:miflive to the wiU of Heaven ? — Pray. Retire from the 
iworld. Lay open your whole foul to God in fecret. And? 
<thus giving vent to that flood of grief, which hath perhaps 
ffor fome time been pent up in your breads- you wiU quick- 
'ly obtain reUef. The expedient hath been tried by many, 
' and been often found effedual. How fweet and oheerful a 

ferenity of minddid Jacob experience, after he had wreftled 
Vith the angel, and had wefit andmaJeJhj^Jicittion toSim f / 

The pfalmift, having ddchved the benefit he reaped from an 
' intercourfc with Heaven in this duty, tells ns that the godly 

fhould hence take encouragement to pi^y,^ and add^y^r^^y 
^tn thejh^d:t of p-eat waters (perhaps he mieaas tfcii tem* 
peft of the paffions I have been dtferilnng) tbeyJhaU n^t 
'Comt high unto him J. And however there was no firifnl 
^mixture of paflion in that extraordinary agitation our Sa- 

Tiour 
* Jam. V. 16, wtXv to^iu. 
t Gen. xxxii. 14—30 and Hof. xu. 4.* f Pfal. wxii, 5, (f. 
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««ibar felt in the gardco, yet it was by retiring from bb 
diictples^ mid poaring out ftrong eries Mnd tears unto bis 
Father, that he compofed bimfelf tO' his foferings *. O 
then be perfoaded, Gbriftian, to eopy after bis example* 

Thus have I at large (hewn yon the regards we ^re re« 
«|aired to pay to the intereRing truths contained in this 
ihort but comprehenfive fentence, I am God^ We are to 
iffoiu— -to well weigh and confider them*— 'to believe them, 
and fo enter into the fpit it of them— 'to endeavour to ap- 
ply them to onr£clves — and to pray eameftly to God \x> 
make them efied'nal for quieting our dtilreffed minds. 

And nowy let me dofe what has been faid with an ad« 
drefs to all thoie who are under the frowns of Providence, 
smd of wbomthefe duties I have been defcribing are move 
^Immediately required* Aod^ 

I. As to fiiob who make light of thmr affli&ions^ or, to 
vfe the word^ of Scripture, defptfe the cbqfiening of tlUe 
I^trd f • Allow me, Sirs, to expoftulate with you on your 
great foUy and fin. That infenfibility which you account 
your happinefs, is not the flillnefs and compofure which 
the te&t recommends^ Not is that daring refolution of 
which you may perhaps boa0, efthe fame nature with 
the courage of a. real Chrillian — a couragevwhich is the ef« 
fed o^a becoming fubmiffion to the will of God, and n 
firm confidence in bis power and goodnefs* It is indeed 
wrong to dwell incefiantly on our afRidions, and to. give 
an unreafonable indulgence to a wild and gloomy imagina- 
tion. But will you fay it is rational or manly, to be in- 
different about events that are interefting and important-** 
tou Ride your, forrows by tboughtlefinefs and inconfidera- 
tion— >or to* drown them in vain and unlawfuL pleafures ? 
From thefe foarces you may indeed derive fome little pre- 
£ent relief, but that relief you are purchafing at a very dear 
sate. Such a fbolifii difiipation of the mindrendei's you 
incapable o£ taking the fit and prudent meafures to txXxX- 

cate 
• Hftb. V. 7^.8. t. Hcb, xil $• 
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f eau you o^t of your tr«i»bl^. Jkud it will in lS« asd^&e 
jfolloived with afcidi^efe, which will greatly iapreafc and 
^^ggJ^vate your di^r<efs» 

. But tlie confideratjon chie% to be regarded .b the aflErout 
.you hereby offer to God* Jk h his hand that is upon you. 
J And think you that he will, not refcnt fuch a contcnaptuons 
t treatment of his providcnc* > Who ever contended with 
,him and profpered ? Of Ahazit is fald, that in the time tf 
• bis dijtrejs he trefpajfvd yet more ^gainft the Lord : ^id a 
i^articular mark is ftt upon hiflw- .Z^/> is that king. Aba9i *. 
God affiles cither in judgment or mercy :^and there c^- 
>Dot be a more fad iymptom of his judicial diiplesfuFe, than 
.thejnot feeQing ouar af^dioas, or the being totaMy inattea- 
itiva to the inilcu6tion and reproof they are defigii«i to con- 
vey. Thofe are alarming Y^Qt^ A ■ EfibPAim is J4it9ed to- 
cri/<?/*r ; itt himabne f . Thiy weuid f»ne sf my €omfei^ 
^4hey d^fad. ^Jf my repr^i tb^n^re JhM tb'^ ^au /fc 
'^frwit ^f their iH^jon way^ itnd be filled with fbeir own ^w- 
'Cej t«— /« atPver/ity^ therefofe, cenfidi^. Know (be rdd^ 
and who bath {^pointed it. £ye att?en%ive}y the hand of 
. God^ Inquire wherefore it is^ he contends wit4i you. ' Be^ 
bumMed at bis feeft* Implore the forgiVtrnds' of wfcat isr 
-srtmfs. And reft not fatisfiod without feeling the fahitaiy 
effeft of your afflidion, to imbitter fin to you, to ^rean your 
•hearts from' the worfd^ and to raile your affcdxons to hea- 
•ven^ 

'. 2, As to thofe who are apt to faint under the rebukes ef^ 
'Providence — a temper to which Chrifttans are ufuallymorc 
•prone than to that juft defcribed- With you, my fitiend?^ 
I moft tenderly fympathife. The heart knowf its own hit" 
terntfs ; tmd all proper allowance is to be made for the ba* 
-fty and unguarded falKes of pungent grief. To bid you not 
'feel your afRifVion, would be to heighten and aggravate 
'your diftrefsr And to blame yoil for pouring out youc 
'Complaints to thofe around you, would be cruel andinhti-' 
^ man.. 

♦ a Chro*. txviu. aa. f Hof. iv. 17* \ Prov. i. 30, 3^, 
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imsB. ' Nature ifUl-harc its couvfe. The tide is^not to be - 
mftantly turnecL Yet your padions, though they are not ' 
^o be inftmedtatiely fubdiied, xnsy^ be guided into tlieir pf«o« 
per chaunel, and be afiiHed to (bme ukkA and important ' 
purpoies. And who knows but the t^&peil may 'by aad by ; 
Xubfide, And a calm en&e ? 

To thefecflds, let jAie remind you again , of what I have* 
la^ady j(artici*larfy difcourfed— There i« a God— That 
Ood goyctns the woMd«— He has a right to govern it— He ' 
-i& moH' wiGs;, jttii and good— -The meafures he purfues, are 
^U dircfted to (bme yakiable and important objcd— He ' 
>does not willing afflift the children of men— You are not* 
-t0 conclude fronaL-your prefent feelings that he is your ene- 
i^jr— Others ha^e been deeply affli^ed as well as you — Je- 
Xu», the Captain of 3rour favation, was made perfed through 
iuffitrmgs— He koews hdw to pity you — And Sis forroMfs ' 
haver. fufficient efficacy in thei^ to convert yours inta real - 
j^leiSngs. Spend a thooght on ihefe things, ye that 4tr€ * 
.affilBcd^ toffed with temfefls^ and hitherto not £omforled *• • 
I'hey are confiderations which will, however, hold you up 
from defpair, and prevent your uttering rafh cenfures on the 
ways of God.-^" But, ^h ! your winds are in fuch confu- 
-^^ iion, and you are fo perplexed with doubts as to your in- 
" terefl in the divine favour, that you can take little com- 
" fort fiom ihefe confiderations." It may be fo. Let me, 
however, intreat you to turn your attention for a while, if 
that is poffiblc, from your afRi^lion *, to think with your- 
felves how much worfe your condition might be, it would 
have been, if God had trotted you according to your dc- 
ferts J to conMer the mercies you fUll enjoy •, to refled on 
your paft experience of the Divine goodnels \ to make your 
JBibie your compamon in thefe fad hours of grief and me- 
lancholy \ to give your ChnHian friends a patient hearing, 
while they attempt to comfort you 5 and above all, to take 
ianftuary at the throne of grace, and tliere pour out your 

tears 

* IfaJiv. II. 
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t«ars of forrow to kim who hath an etr to hear, and ia h^uet 
^9i>it7the4iJBai£UML - ■■ 

. 3» As to thofe who are enabled to pradtfe the great 
duties I have been defcribing^ — how great, ny firiends, is 
your mercy ! You may well^/ory in your infirmities^ at 
the apoftle expreffes it, fince the power of Chrift thus refts 
upon y^u. An end,/ an important end, is already attained 
by your having been afiifled* O ! let patience have its 
perfed Work. Lo(^ to yourfelves that ye lofe not thoie 
things which ye have wrought, but that ye receive your re- 
ward. Still confide in Ithe power, goodaefs and £uthfulae& 
of God. Still rely on the. mediation, advocacy and grace 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift. And ilill expod thofe aids and 
fupports from the Blefled Spirit which you may yet need« 
And comfort yourfelves with this animating confideration, 
that the trial of your faith ^ which is much more preciaut 
than of gold that perijheih^ though it he tried withfre^ will 
be found unto praife^ and honour^ and glory ^ at the t^^pettr^ 
inj of Jefus Cbrift"^. 



♦ € Pet. i, 7, 
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DISCOURSE XIV. 



gPERSEVERANCE IN RELIGION THE 
CHRISTIAN'S DUTY. 

Judges vili. 4« 
m-^>^^Faiftt, yet purfuing^""^^ 

A "FIT motto »tlus for the arms the Chriftiafi foWier 
bears— <le(criptive at 'once of' the fatigue he endures 
'in the courfc of his ^arfere, and of his refolution, notwith- 
ilanding, to pcrfcvcrc. The words, J am fenfible, relate to 
•quite another mattery yet th^ iBayi without any impro* 
priety, be accommodated to the great purpoie of anim^ng 
us to the duties of our Ghriftian profeffion, which is the ob-^ 
jcft of the prefent difcourfe. But, before I proceed to this 
improvement of them, it will be proper to give you a gene- 
ral view of the ftory to which they refer. 

The IfiraeHtes, ha5ring finned againfl God, were deliver* 
edinto the hand of the Afidianites, who grieVoufly oppref- 
fcd them for feven years* In thefe circumftances, feelir^. 
the fad efie^Vs of their folly and (tifobe^ence, they called 
upon God. God in his great mercy heard them, and ha- 
ving firft fent a prophet to expoflulate with them upon 
their ungrateful and rebellious condu^, raifcid thenqi up a 
b^kmr. This faviour was Gideon, a peribn of little note^ 
lidng of AfamUyy as he himfelf fays,/^r in Manqffeh, and 

Vol. II. L the 
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the leafl in his father* s houfe. To him the Lord appeared, 
mil commanded liira to go in iib ^^gfet and ^iv« ffrael ^ {R 
the fame time giving him a fign, and afterwards at his aSf 
qUed another, to confirm his faith in the promiie of fiicce^^ 
Gideon, endued, with the fpirit of God, iets himfelf to the 
work he had undertaken. The altar of Baal he boldlj at- 
tacks, deftroys it, and cuts down the grove that was by it. 
At this the Midianites were4 rf gh ly inc e n fcd, as apprehend- 
ing a general re^^olt to be intended. Wherefore they^ and 
the Amalekites, ^ and the children of the caft, gathered 
themfclves together, in prodigious numbers, to fiibdue this 
rebellion of thelfraelites. Upon which Gideon i>Iew the 
trumpet, and aflembled about thirty -two thoufitnd men to 
battle. But by the command of God, this army, though 
inconfiderable when compared with the Midi^nitilh faoll, 
was reduced to three hundred : for the honour of the vic- 
tory God was refolved to fecure to himfelL Befiore, how^ 
ever, any thing is attempted, Gideon receives diredUo^ to 
repur in iti%uife to die caxnp df the jenmoy ; ior he (heuki 
there meet with a circumfbuice, vibh^ ihottld^ly ^itisfy 
kim of the focce& of the enterprifc he yvts prt&ntly going 
upon. To the camp he accordingly goes, wad nungHng 
himfelf with the foldicns, he hears one of them relate a 
dream, which another iinmediate]^ interprets of the vi£)o<- 
ry which the fword of Gideon was quickly to gain over 
tbem« Afi^red therefore of fuccef^ he Immediately returns^ 
and prepares for the engagement. I£s 'three hundired men 
lie divides intothvee companies, and puts a trumpet in eve- 
ry man's band, with empty pttchcrR, and lamps within the 
jdtchers. So he maithes, la the oidft of the night, to the 
.ou^de of the camp ) when on a fudden, at the word of 
command, his nft^n breA their pitchers, blow their trum- 
pets, and cry, Thefw^ni<^iheLord, attd eif Gideon ! Thi» 
ftrikes fitch a teirror into the Mi<fian!tifti hoft, that, ima- 
mning themfelTes betrayed, every man% fword is tmned 
againft Us ^ow, thi^co^fequence of which is a generat 

. daughter 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



4«B CHIklSTIAN^S DWrr*- tSJ 

Ibi0gh>et tteroug^iout the camp* No kis ikm ai) Inbdrcd 
s»d tw^iity thoui^Bd are ilakv ^ and fifteen. tKoufan^ only 
A»ke thck efcape. Thefe, with their pi«inces a£ their 
^ead, make the btft of their Way towsftrdfr the country be-' 
yond Jbrdair y which Gideoa perceiving, gives- orders to 
the Ephrainaitcs /© t^e the waters^ that is, to pafe the fords 
before thism. So he and his three hnndreiC men follow % 
vad at Jordaa> as ^he te^t telts u^ they pafled CYcs/ainf^ 
y€(^ purjking. — 

^That they vitt^Jaint was not to be wondered at* They 
had endured great fatigue the paft day »)d night. So fpee- 
dy was the purfuit, that they had little or no time to take^ 
pfoper refirefliment. And it is probable they had their 
ftarSf left, notwithHanding all the fuccefs^ they had met; 
with^ the ren^niug; fev7 with their princes fliould efcape^ 
(kould rally agaui, and, fupported with fre(h iuccoi^tf^* 
ibould return, and recover all the advantages they had loft. 
They were faint— !>/ they purfind* Though their 
flrength began to failthemj and fo their fpirits to flag ^ yet 
they refolved they Would not give up. It %vas not enough 
that a hundred and twenty thoufand w%ic ilain : the whole, 
hoft mufl be dWftroyed^ The confequencc of a few only- 
escaping, effecially as their chiefs were among them, might 
be fatah To ftop hert, therefore, at Jordan, and cpnfider 
their work as doixe, would be very impolitic* So they 
v\rould, in all likelihood, lofe the advantages they had gain- 
ed,, and perhaps bring themfelves into a more wretched 
flate of fervitudc than they were in before. So they would 
betray a want of confidence in God, and difgrace them** 
felves, their general, and the caufe in which they were 
embarked. Whereas, on the contrary, if they purfued, the 
iffue, they had reafon to believe, would be glorious, God 
had flrengthened them hitherto, and why might not they- 
hope he v\^uld ftill flrengthen them \ What had happened 
fhewed the mighty power of God, and why (hould they dif- 
txufl that power \ Fewer remained to be fubdued than had 

already 
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already been conquered. Gideon^ that man of* God,' ^ 
at their head, and he was fpiriting them to the purfuit. Its 
tvouM be greatly to their honour to reduce the kings of' 
Midian, and for ever henceforth, to put it but of the power 
of thefe cruel princes to opprefs them. In fliort, if they 
fucceeded, (as they had all the reafen in the world to be- 
Keve they fhould), the evils they had endured would quick-^ 
ly be corapenfatcd with reft and qmet 5 they would get im- 
mortal glory by this brave and fpirited adton j and they' 
"Crould not' only refciie themfelvcs and their country fronr 
iiervitude and mifery, but be the happy inftruments of efta- 
blifliing their future liberties on a more furc foundation, 
than they had how a long while enjoyed them.— Ammated, 
therefore, with thefe confiderations, they purfued. And - 
fuccefs attended the purfuit. They took not only the^ 
princes, but the two kings of MicBan, and cfifcomfited-all'' 
the hoft. Thus were the Ifraelites delivered out of the 
hands of their oppreiTors, and reftored to the enjoyment of* 
^heir former liberties and privileges. - 

And now, many ufeful reflexions might be made on this'' 
Extraordinary Aory — on the miferable and helplefs ftate ta 
which the people of Ifrael were reduced, when God thu& 
appeared for them; and which was the cflFeft of their 
fins— on the great mercy of God in hearing their crits^ 
Tvhen they called upon him — on the feafoniblenefs of their 
falvation, and the extraordinary means by which it was ob- 
tained — and on the valour of Gideon and his men in pur- 
fuing the advantages which God had given them* On 
thefe things, I fay, we might make many ufeful refledlions^ 
of a general kind. 

Nay, as the Jewi^ (late had a reference to the Chnflian, 
and the events of the one were many of them figurative of 
that great tvtnt which took place at the eftabli(hment of 
the other \ I might accommodate this Dory of the redemp- 
tion of Ifrael to our redemption by Chrift. I might (hew 
ybu that the fubjedion of mankind to iiii and Satan and 
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*cath/i» far riiOTe afejeft aftd wretched Am that of the 
Kraelftes la the prhtces of Mi4ian»^th»t as tbeir deliver- 
ance was of God, £& f9 eur^h-^iikut at God fatfitd tbtm 
up a favlour from the loweft el tht f>«opl€, and who wa» 
ytt a mtglity naaiv of valour 5 fo h« h«is raifcd »/ up a Sa>- 
viour out of N*azarcth, and who w yet his own Soa— 
that as //6^?r falvatioa was evidently owing to the ^vioo 
interpoStion, and yet wa» not cffedled whkoul meaos 5 fo 
U ours-^znd that as the advantages df that vi^ory which 
Gideon obtained for them, were to be Eagerly purfucd by 
fh^m J fo we are to mark &ttt our Jdlvathn vyiih ffenr and 
trembling, and to oppoCe with vigour ouf fpifrttui^ etteimes, 
knowing that Chrift by his death has fecured the viftory 
fdr us. OiT alt t^ide things 1 might enlwge: but I (haft 
wave Bioit of thetut, and take up oidy the IsiH idea ttea« 
tioned.-— 

Chrift by hrs death has obtaifwd a eonqueH for u» over 
all the powers of darknefs ; but our enemies are not fo fat 
defeated as ndt to exift, or to be totaHy difeduraged front 
znj farther attemj^t towards our min. Animated there- 
fore by what our c^apTaiD hath done, and the advantages 
we have ourfclve* already gained, we are to pu(h the vie* 
tory. It i» a warfare, and a painful one too : and it may 
be we are iometiraes upon the p^int of fainting. But^ 
though f aim, we mufl purfue^'^l^onin otder to excite you 
to the great duty of perfeverance in religion, to which yoii 
fee I have accommodated the language of the text, I propofe^ 

I. Briefly to defcribe the ChriftiaD warfare \ and, 

n. To confidcr the varfout temper and eondud of the 
good man amidfl the fatigues and dangers of it ^ add 
the reafbns of his ^aintneis on the one hand> and of 
his refoIutioQ to perfevere on the othet. 

I. Let me give you Ipme general defcriptioa of the 
ChriHian warfare. 

The life of a real difciple of Jefus is frequently thus 
L 3 reprcicntcd 
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repreCented In feripture. War a good warfare *. Figbt 
the goodjigbi of faith \. Endure bardnefs^ as a goodfol' 
dUr ofCbriflX. If it be aikcd, What is the Caufe he af- 
fcrts \ and what are the grounds of the quarrel ? I anfwer,. 
It is the caufe of God and Chrift, the caufe of truth and 
liberty^ a caufe in which his prefent. intereft, and his future 
and evetlafliag welfare are intimately concerned. It is a 
difpute upon a queflion of infinite importance, Whether 
be ihall be happy or miferable ? a {l:ive to the mofl cruel 
and defpotic tyrants, or a fervant to him who alone can 
make him free ?<*—lf it be aiked^ Who the Enemies are 
^'ith whom he has to contend^ They are thefe — Satan 
the prince of the power of the air, that great foe of God 
and man, who» at a roaring lion^ walkelb about feeking 
whom be may demur ||.— Wicked men, and the oppofers 
of Chrift, who are the emiffaries of Satan— The wvrld witlv 
all its pomps and> vanities— And the evil paffions and cor- 
niptlons of the heart. £nemies numerous, fubtle and ma« 
l^cious. Strong ones^ who have wounded and cad down 
tboufands v who give no quarter, but to thofe wha will 
q^etly yield to their ufurpation, and ignominioufly fub« 
mit to their unlawful power ^ and who, if they cannot 
conquei:, wiU da their utmoll to diHrefs, afBi6t and torment. 
Eneipies who are ever upon the watch, either artfully to 
betray the Chriftian into fin, or elfe openly to affault him 
Vfitb temptation.— The Conflin^ it may from hence be 
cpncluded, is often fierce and violent, and fometimes to ap« 
pearance of very doub|ful iflue. Many axe the druggies 
the good man fuffers within, betwixt fle(h and fpirit, grace 
a|ki corruption. Many the attacks made upon him by the 
objtdls of fenfe, by the alluring profpe^s of gain, honour, 
and pleafure, and by the threats of poverty, reproach and 
perfecution. Many the trials he endures from pride, un- 
belief, floth, padion, and other evil affeftions. Many the 

fubtle, 
* I Tim. L iS. f Chap. vi. I2« 

} % Tioj. ii. 2, 3. , Is Ptt, v. 8, 
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ftfbtlc, and perhaps blafphemouSy infinuations of the great 
adv^erfary. Apd many the doubts, fears, and tumults of 
bis own bread. Sometimes vidory feems to incline on. 
the fide of the Cbriilian, and at other times on that of the 
enemy.— 'And then as to the Captain under wbofe banner, 
he fights, and the Weapons with which he is furnilhed for 
the battle. Chrlft is his Captain : an able, fl&ilful gener- 
Qus commander > who has himfelf waged war with thefe. 
c;nemies, and bravely withilood their united and mod vio*- 
lent aflaults \ who by his grace bar called the Chriflian in* 
to the field, aimed him for the fight, and aflured him o£ 
T^a needful fupports in the time of temptation and danger. 
The ihield of faith, the helmet of falvation, the breafU 
plate of righteoufbefs, and the fword of the Spirit, are the 
weapons he has provided > and fuccefs he has promifed to 
all them who heartily engage in his fervice.— In a word, 
the great Obje6l propofed is the total overthrow of fin, Sa- 
t^n and death ,j a happy manumifiion of freedom from the 
fpivitude of thefe bafe and cruel tj^ rants : and the everlall- 
ing enjoyment of God in the world to come. — A noble 
warfare this 1 A warfare in which, you fee, by reafon of 
the corrupt and apoAate date of human nature, we are ne*- 
ceffarily engaged^ uolefs we will be forever miferable. A 
vrarfare which promifes the happieft fuccefs, as it is found- 
ed in the mediation of the Son of God. And a warfare 
in which millions have been engaged before us, prophets, 
apofiles and martyrs, yea, the Bleffed Jefus himfelf. In 
fine, a warfare, which; though it be painful, is but (hort j 
and which, though it may draw after it many outward in« 
conveniences and many inward for rows, yet is glorious in 
itfelf, and (hall in the iffue be crowned with joys and tri* 
umphs and pleafures inconceivable and without end. 

Thus you have a general view of this warfare. Which 
leads me to confider, 

1 1 . The various temper and condu6l of the Chrillian, amidfl 
4he toils and labours of it ) and the reafous of bis many difcou- 

ragcmcnts 
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Tagements Oft t^e one hand^ and of his rtfoktion to petCe^ 
vete on the other. We cannot fiwelf , tinder certain f?ir-. 
<^mftance$, better defcribe him^ than^ as faint, y^sj^urjui/t^^ 

First. Let u$ view Mm, as lie ibmelime^ is^ fomf and' 
fifpirited. 

The moft intrepid foldier that ever to<^ the field, hasf^ 
upon fome occafions, trembled, or bowevtjr fck a degree o0 
tiraidity^i And ttie r»an whofe eoftftkution is tlw? xnofl ro-- 
bofl: atki healthful, cannot always boaft of aiv exeifiptiofr 
irom fairttaefs and itearinefs^r N© wonder thfen that flith^^ 
SCI certain intervals, is the fed expedience of tke GhriftiaiV 
ill" regard of the great conecyns of re%i<m. Ah ! how do^^ 
Kis fpitits langairtt, and how does hh ftrength fail him I 
What anxiotos ca*e i* there in kis^ countenance, and what' 
ieeblenefs in his handiJ I His font nftelts like wax within' 
hSm, arid his knees finite one agattift smother. He knows- 
not how to march forward, how to charge the cnerny,. or 
how to ufe the Weapon* gnren hiitor The ^jowers of hisJ' 
mind are^ as it Were, furtk awd broken, an^ the very nertes- 
of his foul rela34ed aird enfeei>fcd. So it fotnctimcs wai 
with David, as appears firoift his nsa»y forrowful complaints' 
in the book of Pfalms. And fo it Was with rhe difeiples of 
o"ur Lord, at the inftant their Mailer was contending Witb* 
the powers ol d^rknefs. But how is thk ? To what is it 
to be afcrtbed ? Why, perhaps^ 

I. To the paft toils and kcbotiris they have endured. 

He who has bOrne thfc hard&ips of a long campaign, of 
kjult emerged from fotffc furious encounter with the ene- 
my, or halts a monaent in the widft of a long purfait, will 
be apt to feel fome degree o£ langour. His fpirits wiH 
flag, and hh heart faint. Iri like manri^t will the Chriftkn 
be affe^led with the fatigues of his warfare. Frequent attd' 
daily ftruggles with inward corruptions, and with outward 
temptations, will opprefs and fink even his animal fpirits^ 
cfpecially when he has been foiled, or the enemy through 
furprifc has gained any advantage agaiftft iiflir It is fiid to* 
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Sear the complainis that' now and then drop from -his lips^ ' 
** Ah ! how long (hall I be thus difpirited, and ahneil 
** wornx)Ut with the inccflant clamour, and repeated vexa« 
** tiouis attacks of* thefe foolifh paiTions ! Ho^v long fliall 
** the world, with its anxious cares and concerns, its vain 
** hopes and profpe6ls, affault my judgment^ and lead cap-- 
" tive my affeftions ! Woe is me that I fojourn in Mefhech,^ 
" and dwell in the tents of Kedar ! O that 1 had the wingsf 
" of a dove I then would I fly away, and be at reft." It 
was this kind of faintnefs in his warfare, which, in a degree 
however, the apoftlc felt, when he uttered that forrowfuL 
complaint — wretched tnan that I am^ who Jhali deliver* 
me from the body, of this death * / And the like was the» 
experience of the holy plalmift when he cried out, My foul' 
deavetb to the dttfi i quicken thou me y. according to thj^ 
word f . 

Ih fuch manner alfo is the Chriftian fometimes afife^led^ 
by the adive duties and fervices of liis profeflion. The> 
lyork indeed to which Chrift calls us, brings in the end its- 
own reward with it : Great peace have they which love thy* 
LiWj and nothing /hail offend them J. And, in keeping hit^ 
commands y there is great reward ||. Yet there is no ferv— 
ing the interefts of religion, efpecially in fome particular- 
ftations, without fuffcring pain and fatigue. Hewhois- 
zealous for the glory of ^ God, and laborious in his endea* 
vours to do good, will, on fome occafions, through an ex- 
traordinary exertion of his fpirits and ftrength, feel great- 
laffitude and weacinefs. Nor is it poflible to ftruggle long , 
with the paflions and prejudices of wicked men, and boldly 
to ft^m the torrent of vice and fin, which ever expofes fuch 
who attempt it to more or lefe reproach and- perfecutipn, : 
without fometimes enduring a languor and depreffion of. 
animal nature.— His fatigues then of body and mind, ari- 
iing from repeated conflicts with iin and fenfe, with Satan, 

Jthe- 
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thfc world af!»d-hts own Itcart, jm&ftom the IfelBoilrs of fei* 
paitkulsur ftation and calilingy are o^ caufe of the ChiidianV 

iMHtklg^ 

2* This fad circumlVance may fbmetimes be owing t0 
the wiant of proper rcfreftuBent. 

The peopte who, under Saa!, pur^d the PhMffines, not 
having tafted food for a wlx^e day, it is fairf, fainted *- 
Nor was i% to be wondered at. Without the feafonable 
and ncceffary fupports of life, a- »an*s fpmts will fink and 
kis iVrength fail himw Sisch then, in another faitfe, is the 
oaufe of that kngour and weafrinefs the Chriftxan fome^mc* 
feels. The immortal mind re^res food to^ fiiftain it, $a^ 
well as the body. Its views, dedres, hopesr and exped^-* 
tions mud be led and kept aKve by objcfts foited to- its re-* 
itewed nadture, or it will grow faint and fi<Aly. And,, bkf^ 
fed be God I there is in the gofpel of Chriil^ in its dbc^ 
ttities' and |rramtfe5, the richreft 'entertainment fwr the &klz 
and hope of a Chriftiaiti. ButaUM*! ftrmctin^s^ throogft^ 
t!ie in l!ate of his fpintual h^th^ he has little or no appe>^ 
tite to thefe prorlfions. Or if he has, yet through the wtmt 
of the <Uvine blefiing, they da not refreih and nburifli hint 
ay might be wrfhed. Now when God withholds his cnli- 
vcmng- prefence, whert paft cheerful fcenes are forgotteny 
when future bright and animating profpefts are 'veiled, and? 
when perplexing doubts arife as to his intercft in the divine 
favour, is It ftrange that he faints ?— that his foul like Da- 
vid*s, is cofi down within him f /— smd that, Hke him of 
whom If^h {peaks, walking in darhnefs and feeing no Hgbtf 
he is gloomy, afflifted and difcouraged J. 

And this is the fad and mournful expecsenee of fome 
GhrifHans in the midfl of their warfare, and of tfeoffe too/ 
who in the general, are hearty and refolute in the caufe of 
rdigion. Hungry and weary, their fouls faint within them/ 
And how, in thefe circumftances, to- contetid With the 
powers oi darknefs, they know not. Like the Jews in their 
^ captive 

♦ X Satn. xW. jr. t ^^ *lwi' $• \ Ka. 1. i(x 
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4^laf« Aate, Aey Iw^g their *at|>8 on the wiHaws, ani 
)bai^ no 4eart td fiog the Jocig of the I^Mrd ia a iliiaiige ImtU 
Sttt ftioh d<ye£^efi <as this, In^wevtsr ^meomfoctabie ved (itii- 
^feveOTiifg.far tjiepreieotyismy, und will in the end turn 10 
Aeir sificpttilt. A ?w>{e dod D^erci&d <^od pormhs th^m t^ 
■biot 4^^ a 'whtte^ that, perceiving iheir own 'Weiikne&y di^ 
«nRf be fe&ored ^rom pnofiivfeptian and felf-fscnkfidence ; «nd 
Itbnt he may magnify his.gnice hi ibe reUef nnd cDtnfart, 
the deligns in their ^^^tceaS^ to afford ithem. So the apoT*- 
#le Was jnft Km the ipoint of faixHtng* when the Captain un« 
Jier :»rh«le h^ann^r he ^nght, rand of mhtm he had thrice 
t>e&mght ai&ft»K»y faid unto h^ MygrAce isft^ientfor 
9ke^ *. Agwn, ' 

3. They fometimes faint through the dtead of being 

This is i|he cafe, at certain fi»&ns, tnt^ the beft of men, 
^smd thofe who, upon the whole, ^ are riot chsrgeaUe widi 
int^kmnifty and cowardice. And how foch £Bar is gene- 
rated in the heart may be .eafily imagined. To be laaoAtlk^ 
'itfiidsent, jealous and fufpicious, I mean in regard of 4iim- 
felf, and the dangers to which he is expoied, is the proper 
charafter of a reid Chaftiad. Now theie tempers, when 
balanced with a lively faith in the Lord JerirXhrill, and 
in the mfluence of divine piovidence and grace, arc of the 
created ufe, and fubferve the moft important purpofcs* 
But when the good man lofes fight of thefe great ofeje^^s, 
-and is overwhelmed with the darknefs and difcouragemcrits 
^f unbelief, it is cafy to fee how his hiaaility, diffidence and 
jealouty rauft degenerate into fervlle and diftrefiing fears. 
In fiich a fad iituation he views the enemy in the moft for- 
midable light. The powers he has to contend with, feem 
to him unconquerable 5 as did the Car.aaaites to the men of 
I&ael, upon the report of the fpies. Their ftrength, majice 
andn4fcdrefe, ftiike him with the utmoft dread. And while 
ht refieds^ how many have been ftib«bed by their opprei^ 

live 
♦ a Cor. 111. 9«' 
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Svc power, and how feeble are his warmeft efiorts to t^SSt 
them y forgetting 'atHhe feme time, the adTantages he has 
already gained, aad' the -aid tm^ Tuppbrt pj^miTed him ih the 
fiible ; while,*! fa^r, heris thus «avfliloped in ^ftafkadTs, mA 
iurrouaded on cvcff fide with gloomy 6bj#£ls,iie cair hard- 
ij forbear prooouiKrifigvvidory'jon the fide^of ^^le enemy:: 
*♦ Ah ! I (hall one day perifh by their hand,*' as faid Da- 
;rid of SauH . Thus enerirattfd and broken, iu> wonder he 
faints, or at leaft, is in a difpodtion to foint. 

Yet, amidft all«— though his paft fatigues haire bteii 
great— ^thoQgh he is in want of jivefent refreihment— and 
though he is nearly ovei^whelmed with ^the^ad appreheo^ 
fion of being overcome^ he dill refol^es injtbd firength of 
Gad ht will pur/ut. 

The grounds of this refdlation are next to be eonfidered* 
In the mean time let os make two or threeirefledions oa 
fvhat hath been faid* 

?f. We fee that undiftntbed t^H and tranqaiQiiy af« 
not to be cxpefted here. Of life in general it may be 
affirmed, that it is a warfare. But the idea is peculiarly 
applicable to the pr^fent ftate and condition of aChrif- 
tian. Wherefore they greatly miHake it, -who enter 
upon a prc/edion of religion with high expedattons- of 
enjoying an uninterrupted feries of felicity, Thi« in 
the. nature of things cannot be. The very idea of a war- 
fare teaches the contrary. Take heedtben, Sirs, how you 
entertain fuch flattering hopes as theic. Heligion, it is 
true, is the moft cheerful thing in the world. It is the 
beft remedy for our fears, and the nobled cordial for our 
fainting fpirits, amidil thci viciffitudes and troubles of lifo. 
Yet, fuch is the depravity of human nature, fo powerfid 
are the impredions which fenfible obje^s make upon our 
hearts, fo inconftant our paflions, and fo vaiious our frames, 
that we do not, we cannot always enjoy that compofure, 
&tisfa£lion and pleafuxe, which- re%iosi in its own proper 

nature 
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wmtatt IS 'adapted to excite and prcmiote. Nor is it fit we 
ftoitld. For if this were t^e cafe, we Aould be upt to 
iQonfid«r the prefent ftatt as our reft, and be in no dafpoii. 
tiox^to firike our tents, and march ifbrward to die promi- 
fed land. Befides, there are purpoTes of as ^eat real uti- 
lity to be ferved by the dtfiicolties <and &rrows the Chri- 
fiian endures in his way to heaven, as by the hopes and 
OMnforts with which he is fometimes diftinguiihed. Think 
it not grange then, that you ar« frequently difpirited, fa- 
tigued and call down. Such hath been the lot of other. 
lp>od men before you. This is a {late of warfare. You 
are ia an enemy^s country ^ at bed like a wayfaring man 
a(t an ino, not yet come to the rell, the inheritance whicfar 
the Lord your God hath given ^^ou *. 

2. The Chriftian, you, fee, may be reduced very lovr^^ 
^nd yet not overcome* This I mention for the encourage* 
ment of the truly (incere and humble difciple of Jcfus,- 
who is almoft overwhelmed with doubtf and fears as to the 
iiTue of the conflid. It is no uncommon thing for perfons< 
in thefe circuBi (lances to improve that dejedion of mind 
they feel into an argument againll themfelves, and to rea- 
> fon from thence that God hath forfaken them, and that 
therefore they (hall fall by the hands of their enemies^ 
But, be£des the confideration juft now mentioned, that 
others have been as deeply dejeded as you, it (hould be 
remembered, that your dej.e6lion may turn to your account, 
provided it be not unreafooably indulged. God often 
permits us to feel our own weaknefs, that we may with 
the greater fervency implore divine a(fiftance. And when 
this is the cafe, we are in much lefs real danger, however 
gloomy and difcouraging our own apprehenfions may be, 
than ifi we were felf-confident, ra(h and precipitate. . It 
hath alfo frequently been obferved, that when the enemy, 

Vol. II. M elated 

* £x vita itft difcedo tanquam ex bofpitio, non tanquam ex domn : 
comiDorandi enim natura diveironum nobis, non babitandi locum' 
dedit. Cic. De Scne^ 23. 
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elated bj (omk fudden and partial ^cefs, have preibn^'- 
tiioufly ciillcd the day their iOwn, there hath been ^ tt^a 
in favour of the oppreflfed party^ fuccoors hvre jcome iti to 
their relief, they have raltied »^h and retotoed to that 
£ght with greater refbhition and &rccefs 4ban ^ever, Aoi 
ivhy may you not hope that this will be your x^c ? Be of 
good courage, Chriftian, Stand to your peft. Trttil ia 
God. And depend upon It, obftinate as the affanh maf * 
be, you (hall yet cowe xiiPh&rjf than CQnfitir6r ^brongb hm 
nx)ho hath hvedjou, 

3. Let thofe who have as yet felt little fiMntoe^ in tha 
eonfiid, take heed how they preface. Firmtipeis of natu^ 
ittlconftitation, vigour of aninal fpiHts, and the wai^ %t^ 
of early life in the catife of relfgk>n, do fometiaaes prove 
fuares to perfons of ftn upright mifld. The comaieadabl^ 
cautmi Md thdughtAiltfefii of mher ChddliAif they aK apt^ 
to coftftrae into iitdtf^erenee sad flc^h *, ^d are too pr6iie, 
through vcant of experience and refle6l£cm, to cor^lude 
CDncerning thetn^ves^, th^t they are fuperb^ to eve* 
ry paffible dignity afui difcoHfag^tfient. If I fpeak to 
any fuqfh, kt tne entreiat you, Sifs, to beware how you 
iftdulge thk untharitable and vain temper of mind . Every 
approach toward f^lf confidence and prefucHption is dalH 
gerous^ and will ^ive the e^^my an advantitge a^<»inft you* 
Zet not him thift gir^eth on his harnefsy boaft himfelj di ht 
that fittmrb it ojf. Work <m. yojut faivalion with fear and 
trembling. God fometiiffis permits the youths to hk famt 
9nd wcary^ and the young men to fatll ; *v'bile in his great 
snercy he giveth p&Wer to the faint, and to them thtit have 
r^ might he inbiieafeth ftrength *. Mingle therefore cau- 
tion ii^th yoor 2fca1, and 'felf* diffidence with all your firtft- 
ni&is aotd ^efoMltton. 

PART 11. 
Wb have feen the Q,\ix\^\2Xi fainting amidft the fatigu,e« 
of his warfare. And we are now to view him, 

Secondlt, 
♦ Ifa. xl. 2p, 30. 
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. 6(ECbNn£y, Refumisg bis woDtsd c^autage, aod in thtf 
firenji^h of diviac gxace, xefolvilng to purfue. ** He will 
>* iK>t i^ominioufly iiibatit. Ho. He will l&eep" the field 
** *-jnaiatain the caoflrft.f-»»ptt{h' the vidory.*^ A bcave 
i-eloludoa this ! A refolution to which, be feels hixnCiBlf im» 
flelkd by gifadtude^ duty and intere^' He coni&deii' 
«rhat wiir he the con£equieiice of yielding on the one hand, 
<and of puclLuAg on the other. In ordier therefore to ani*' 
jDate yon, Chriftians^ to^rfesrerance, let me repref^nt X^ 
you tho^c coalequences in all their foleninity and iropor- 
lance. 

L What wiB be the eSe£b, Aouki yoa throw dowK 
3pour arjns, yield to the enemy ,^ and apoftatise from your 
fro£sfl^ ? 

lam ^tisfied indeed, that he i^ho is well affeded to the 
faufe of Cbrift, and engai^ in Jk ii|i<iq right piindiples, 
will be victorious. Of this we may be adored, not only 
£rom the nature of nsligion itielfy which if defcrtbed as a 
mtJi ^f viatcr J^ringing vp umo €V€rlqfii$tg lifg^t. w the 
•jwiur/M^^hioh (tOdcth in tl?em that kavf r^^iwnd it, SMid 
9s/e^ which rcmemiihin him who is born i(fGo4\ > bttjt 
fikewife hovfx many clear and iiy^x^$ piomifes to that pur^** 
pofe, wbich 1 4nuft not flay here to recite. Yet h is vc- 
fy obfervable, thsx the Cbrtiiian is frequently fo ^ddrefled^ 
exhorted aiid reafoned with in the Bible as if the evei^t pf 
his profeflion were doubtful. Let us fear^ left a propiife 
being hft us of entering into bis reft^ any of ym Jboul4 
feem to^ come fkort of itX* Brethren ^ give diligence to mak^ 
your calling, and eleBion fure ; for, if ye do thefe things ^ ye- 
fhall never fall \, And the apoftle, having exhorted the 
Corinthians y^ t9 run as that they might obtain^ thus fpeajcs- 
concerning himfelf : / keep under my body^ and bring it in* 
to fuhjeBion ; lejl that by any means ^ when I have preached 
to others^ I myfelf f})Quld be a cafl away \ . Now, though 

.the 
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the event is well: known to God, and he will moil ccrtafir- 
ly fulfil the unalterable pronjifes of his grace > yet there is- 
the greateft propriety in thefe admonitions and cautionsv 
For fince God deals witb as as reafonablecreatores,' and 
iince it is unqueflionably our duty to perfevcrc y addrefies^ 
x>f this fort are the fitted means- to quicken u* tot diligencc^ 
.and watchfulnfcfe, and fb to fubferve the great end which 
infinite wifdom. and mercy propofe, even eur everlafKng fali- 
vation. The utility alfo of thefe general exhortations, 
clearly appears from a rededion, that men are prone to de- 
ceive themfelves as to their fbte towards God, and that 
the characters of good and bad are toa often blended uiider 
a profelTion of religiozh I am> fiiEy judified therefore, bj 
the example of Scripture, and that founded on the ttucSt 
reafbn, in warning the Chriftian of the dreadful coofe-* 
quences of apoRscy, aod* So urging him ta pex&veiance^ 
Conlider then, 

I. That if you are fo unhappy ais to yield, you will loie 
the advantages you have already gained. So hys the apofi> 
tie John, Look to yourfelves^ that we lofe not tbofe tbingi 
^bkh we bave wrought y but that we receive a fuU re^ 
-^Jtfard ^« He who has been any time engaged in this war- 
^re, muft needs have reaped fome of the fruits of it. And 
liow fad F to ftruggle, and then yield j to get the iqftory 
in a few inftances, and through wearinefs and inconftancy 
to lofe the benefit refiilting from it. Some there are of thiir 
charadcr, who having fet their hand to the plough, look 
back. Nor is their condition to be enough lamented ! Witb 
at leaft an appearance of zeal and refolution, they^ com- 
inenced the difciples of Jefus, and for a while gave fair and 
promifing hopes to thofe, around them^ that they would 
fhine with diftinguiihed luftre in the rank they filled. Ad- 
vantages they had gained. They had reformed their lives,, 
(hook off their former vain company, got the better of fome 
ill habits, affumcd the venerable name of Chriftians, and 

perhaps. 
.* a John^ 8. 
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pttlijpips enJured reproach for the fake of rcBgioo. But 
aks ! they grew weary, they defined, they gave up. And 
fiich was the fad iffue of ^ their faiat ilruggles, their heart- 
?Jef5 prayers, their pai^al rcformatioos. O what pity ! Te 
d'ui run *ix>€ll^ we may iiay to fuch, in the language of the 
lapoftle, wio 4id hinder / Where is the hiejfednefs ye /pake 
of^ ore yefo foo/ijh / having begun in the fpirit^ are ye 
: now mode fier/e^ by the ftejh ^ Have yefujfferedfo many 
4hings in vain * / 

Now their condud,Jamentab^ as it is, may be improved 
fby the real ChriAian to his own unfpeakable advantage^ 
.Look back on your paft enga«{ements, and iay, Whether 
you eao find it in your lieart to renotmce them ? Cajl U> 
j&ind what you have endured; and what you have enjoyed,. 
«ffid -aik yiourfelf, Whether you can be content to lofe tbs 
things you have thus wrought ^ and not^to receive a fuUre- 
^oard .^ You are perhaps, at prefent, borne down ^vith 
doubts, and fears, and farrows- But will you, after the 
ij^axij ciies and teax^ ypu have poured out to Heaven, af- 
ter the many Vows and refelutions you have formed, after 
•the many attacks^ yqi^ have fiiftatned from flubbom and 
powerful corruptions, and after the many iignal yi6lories 
you have wow 5: will you, I fay, after all give up ? If foj^ 
you hare prayed in vain, you have fought in vain, you have^ 
ii^^ed in vain, you have cooquesed in vain^*— But it is far* 
ther to be remembered^ 

. 2. That if you do not purfue^ you will no* only lofe the 
advantages you have gained, but you will be overcome* 
And what fo much to be dreaded as a defeat, a total de- 
feat, a defeat in fuch a caufe as this, and which draws after 
it coniequences, the moH important and alarming ? Here 
Jbame and mifery prefcnt themfelves to our view. Nor let 
Bs haflily difmifs them from our attention. Give them a 
place, Chriilian, at Xeafl for a while, in your moft ferioms 
thoughts. I fpeak to him who, inflead of renewing the 
M 3 fight 

♦ Oal. V. 7..-iv. t5.»-iii. 3, 4, 
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£ght, parlies with temptation ^ who, inflead of enduring 
hardnefs as a good foldier of ChriA, is unhappily ^k into 
a carelefs, neutral, indolent ftate. 

Dread oijhame is a powerful incentive to adion. It is 
{o with every brave and ingenuous mind. And if to con^ 
quer is glorious *, to be conquered, cfpecially in the caufe 
you ate engaged, and in the iituation you are placed, muft 
be l^afe and ignominious to the lail degree. The triumphs 
of Satan ! the triumphs of the world ! the triumphs of in- 
bred lufts and pafHons ! how ungrateful, how mortifying^ 
how infufferable in the ear of him, who hath conceived a 
iovereign contempt for theie enemies of God and man ! and 
who hath long fince judged their ufurpation and dominion, 
the mod abjed and wretched yoke, that can poflibly be inir- 
pofed on an immortal mind ! And yet thefe taunts, thefe 
reproaches you muft endure, if you fubmit. To this pur- 
pofe our Saviour fpeaks under a d^erent metaphor, If a 
vian lay the foundation of a buildings and is not able tojinijb 
it^ they that behold if will begin to mod him, faying^ this 
man began to build, and was not able to finijh f .— Con- 
fider likewife, Chriftian, the difhonour which fueh, a ba(e 
fubmiiTion may refled, through the perverfe reafonings o£ 
wicked men, on the noble caufe you have aflferted, on the 
generous Captain under whofe banner you fight, and on the 
bFave company ki which you are enrolled, A thought 
this which cannot but fenfibly touch his heart, who enters 
into the genuine ipirit of reKgion^ and feels an unconquera- 
ble attachment to Chnft, and to his fellow-difciples. It is 
a ftriking paflage of one of the ancient fathers, who, in or* 
der to roufe Chriilians from their floth, and to animate 
them in their warfare, reprefents Satan as thus contrafting 
the fervices of his difciples, to thofe of Chrift's difciples, 
and fo upbraiding him with the bafenefs and perfidy of fuch 
who call themfelves Chriftians. " For thofe, O Chrift, 
** whom thou feeft with me, I have not been buffeted, 

" fcourged 
♦ K«Atf» T« wisofF. Eurip, f Luke xiv, ap, 30. 
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** rcourgecT or crucified^ I have not (hcd my blood for 
** them, nor redeemed them, though they are my family, at 
** the expence of my pafTion and death : no, ooar do 1 f jro- 
** mife them a heavenly kingdom, of , having reAored to 
'' them immortality, invite them back again to paradife* 
** And yet they prefent me gifts exceeding great and pre- 
** cious, and acquired with much pains and labour* Shew 
** me now, O Chrift, any of thy difciples, who, though 
'* they are inflru^led by thy precepts, and fhall receive for 
** earthly, heavenly things, have yet the gratitude to make 
** thee fuch expenfive returns as thefcw— With thefe my 
•* terrene and periihing gifts (meaning the fpe£iacuh or 
*• public fhews frequent at that time) no one is fed, or 
** cloathed, or comforted j they all perifh in the idle vani- 
•* ty of deceiving pleafures, between the madnefs of him 
** who exhibits, and of thofe who vbehold them,— Thou 
** promifeft eternal life to them that ferve thee j and yet 
" thy fervants, whom thou wilt thus honour with divine 
** and heavenly rewards, Scarcely equal mine, who amidft 
" all their labour perifh. O ! my dear brethren, adds the 
** pious Father, what fhall we anfwcr to thefe things * ?"— 
Surely then, if the not having ferved Chrift with that zeal 
and attention which his generoiity and love demand, is a 
juft occaiion of fhame and forrow 5 difgrajce and infamy 
mud be the lot of him who abTolutely deferts the fervice 
of fuch a Mailer, and enlifls again under the banner of Sa- 
tan. 

Nor is reproach and fhame the only effe^l of fuch con* 
duft : it muft, it will be followed with mifery^ both in thi» 
life, and in that which is to come. Doubtlefs there is 
fome kind of pleafure which wicked men feel in the induU 
gence of their lufts ; but is that pleafure capable of proving 
a temptation to you, Chriflian, to renounce your allegiance 
to Chrift— you who have known what the oppofitc plea- 
fures mean ? Or, if it may be fuppofed for a moment to 

fhake 
♦ Cyprian. Edit. Oxon. p. ao5. 
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ffiake your refolution, docs it not lofe all its force, wfienr 
■you come to refleft on the perplexity, gttilt and horror it 
"draws after it ? Can you think calmly of being reduced ttp 
your former ftate of vafialage and flaYcry, or of befn^ 
treated with far greater indignity and cruelty, than Pha^- 
Taoh treated the Ifraelites, or Nebuchadnezzar the Jetvifli- 
prince ?• Can you be content not only to be fpoiled of alC 
your weaithv and ftripped of your royal raiment, b«t tOf 
li^vc your eyes put out„ your feet bound with fetters o£ 
bcafs, and a loathibme dungeon appointed you for your 
Xefidence ? yet fuch muil be your hard lot if you fubmit^ 
li fin and Satan, and the world trtujnph, it muA be at the^ 
expence of truth, honour, peace, afid every thing that !^ 
•deal to you* Reaibn muft be dethroned, the ju^tnent 
fwrverted, the confcience enflavcd, and the paifions, all of 
them, led away into the moft painful and wretched fervi- 
tude. And can you fubtek to thefe aufitries ? Be it lb* 
that you are greatly dejc^ljed and borne down with paft fa*' 
tigues, the want of pircfent refrefhment, «nd doubtful ap- 
prehenfions as to the ifiue of the combat* Yet eyen this^ 
llate h prefierabk to that of a flave^ If you tamely farren* 
der yourfclf into the hands of your enemies, you will be 
held faft«r m the chains of captivity than ever y you will 
tontra^ guilt upon your coi&ience, which will either foon- 
tror later become intolerable ^ asd the end will be ruin^ 
total irrecoverable ruin* IVhm the ut^/tanjpirity fays our 
Saviour, is gone out of a man^ he ivalketb through dry pla* 
r4i , Seeking reft^ ^indjindeth none. Then befaithy I wiU re* 
turfi into my houje front whence I atme out, and when Ar 
fV Tome^ he findetb it ^mptyy fwept Mnd gurnifbed. Them 
goeth he J and teieth with hifnje/f fpiten other ^irits more^ 
wicked than himfelf^and they enter in and dwell there ^ anS 
the Iqftflate of that man is wo*fe than thefirfl *. To the^ 
fame purpofe fays the apollle Peter, If ^ter they have ef* 
taped the folituiotts ^ the worlds through the knowladge of 

the 
♦ Mat. xii 43,— 45. 
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the Lord and Saviour^ Jefus Cbrift^ they are again entang^ 
Jed therein and overcome^ the latter end is worfe than the 
beginning. For it bad been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteoufnefsj than after they have known 
it^ to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them *• 
It is fad to defcribe tlie fearful ftate of the apoftat^^ 
when confcicncc is thoroughly roufed from its flccp, whca 
the harbingers of death warn him of his approaching difib* 
lution, and the terrors of the laft judgment fet themfelvey 
in array before him. His countenance, his gcfture, his 
language, loudly exprefs the angui(h of his fpirit. " Ah 
*' me t hoiv deplorable is my condition \ All is darkncfe 
** around nie, all horror and mifery before me. I am ui^ 
** done, utterly undone. No affiHance is to be obtained 
** from without, no fource of comfort can I find within, 
** My confcience condemns me, and the fentence of a juft- 
** ly provoked God Teals my condemnation. My fricncb 
^ fland aloof from me, and the powers of darknefs triumpk 
** over me. Sorer punifhment awaits me than was inflict- 
" ed on the difobedient Ifraelites. And I am worthy of 
** it, for I have trodden under foot the Son of Gad ^ I have 
** counted the blood of the covenant ^ wherewith I Vf^isfanc^ 
*' tijied an unholy things and I have done defpite unto the 
** Spirit of grace. And now there remain eth no morefacri-^ 
^ Jiceforjinsy but a certain fearful looking for of judgment^ 
** and fiery indignation ^ which fhall devour the adverfa^ 
** ries f . O miferable wretch that I am ! 1 fall a viftim, 
" a deplorable vidim to my own perverfenels and impiety, 
** to the rage and malice of devils, and to the jufl rcfentments 
" of him who is a confuming fire.'* And O ! who cau 
imagine the tremendous confequcnces ? 

Will it not then be madnefs to halt, to throw dowTi your 
arms, to fubmit ! — But 1 forbear any farther to addrefs the 
paffions oifhame andfeary and proceed,. 

II. To lay before the timorous and difcouraged ChriC* 

tiaa 
♦ % Pet. ii. 20, J I. t l^^b' *• ad,— 2^ 
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tian focii cqwifiderationsy as arc adapted to qmcken and ifiT-' 
'Kven him, amidft the fatigues and dangers o£ his fpiritual 
'warfare. Htrt then let me remind you, 

I . Of the goodneis of the caufe wherein you arc esi^ 
barked. 

• There are two diifcrent and oppofite interefls eflabliftied' 
^n our world, which divide the ai!c<ftions and purfuits of alF 
"toankind". The one is that of error and fin, the other that 
of truth and reKgion. Over the former prefides Satan, 
over the latter Chrift. The grand ol)je(El of the god of 
th|s world is to enflave the fouls of men, and to make 
them mifcrable for ever. To which end he emplays in^ 
his fervice- all the arts^ of error, flattery and deception^ 
and all the powers, of worldly emolument,, fcnfual gratifi- 
cation, and evil example. And, as in the beginning, he 
feduced and corrupted the huoian race, fo by tbefe mea-' 
lures he (lill farther blinds the eyes of men, hardens t^eir 
hearts, captivates their afFeflion^, and confirms them in: 
their apoftacy. Under his banner the greater part of man* 
kind is enlifted j and to his artifice, and their own corrupt 
inclinations, are to be afcribed all the ignorance, wickedncfs 
land mifery which prevail over the earth., On the contrary^ 
the great obje(ft which Chrift propofes is as generous and 
noble, as bis is iniquitous and malevolent. It is to refcue 
ttien from the dominion of Satan and their lufts, to reduce 
them to their allegiance to the bleffed God, and to make 
them happy both here and hereafter. And the grand mean- 
fie has appointed to this end is the gofpel, wherein a difco- 
very is made of the moft interefting and important truths, 
all admirably adapted, with a divine influence, to throw 
Kght upon our dark minds, to give a new bias to our dcpra^ 
ved affet^Hons, and to guide and influence our condufl.. 
Now, it is to the guidance of this leader that you, Chriftiao^ 
have fubmitted yourfelf. And furely, there is every ima^ 
ginable motive arifing out of this great caufe in which you* 
are engaged, to infpire you with refolution and conftancy. 

It 
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It IS the jcaufe of troth and Tighteoii&e&. If religioli 
nv«Tc a cunriiTigly devifed fable, its great author an imftoC' 
tor, ks dodrines falfe atid erroneous, its ptecepts -ferttc a»d 
aMiPeafbnsbb, atffd ks promifes flattering ahd decett&l^, tt 
•If ere not to be tvowdeted that you ihotiW grow feiot aad 
weary m the defence of rt. Zeal m fuck m cwfe i/f^oM be 
highly criminal ; and in the end would prove as vain and 
ifoitieft, as it is bafc and inglorious. Btit the itvit^k is 
the cafe here. Religion is founded in the truteft re!£fo% 
.aTKl is raoft acceptable to God. Y6u have to doubt, Chri- 
ilian, that the dominion which Satan clsams over nomkindi 
is a tnoft iniqmtous and cruel ii&rpatioii, and that tbc pfie« 
.cipies, pafltons and parfuits of the mien of this world, are a 
fhameful perveriion of all the laws of truth, equity and 
^goodnefs. You are well affuted that ^efus your Almigh- 
ty Savicmr <:anie from God, that the great obje£t of kt» 
jniffion was not only moft juft and equitable but generous 
^nd kind, that his doftrine is according to godHnefs, his 
precepts fit and becoming, and his ptorarfes feithful and 
rtrue. In a caufe therefore fo righteous in itfelf, and ia fa- 
vour of which, God has given the cleared and fuUeft attef- 
rtatiotn, you may, you ought to be courageous. Great is 
the truth, and it will prevail, 

'ft is alfo farther to be remembered, that this is a caufe 
td which you are attached by all poffible obligations of gra- 
titude and love. You fight in defeixre of the honour, late- 
re ft and kingdom, not only of your rightful fovereign, but 
of your great deliverer and friend. If the ardent concern 
of a prince for the happinefs of his fubje^ls, if his conde- 
fcending to the meaneft offices, Ins enduring the moft 
painful labours, and expofing himfelf to the -greateft ha- 
zards to fccurc and promote their effential interefts, arc 
r6afons why they (hould cheerfully venture their lives and 
fdrtunes in his fervice •, motives of this fort may be urged 
3»v-ith pecoliar advantage in the prefent cafe. It is im- 
|)offiblc fully to defcribe the cordial and unfhaken affedion 

of 
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cf Chrift for his difciples, the difgrace, pain and anguilh 
he has endured on their behalf, and the exalted honours^ 
joys and pleafures he has procured for them, at the expencc 
of his precious blood. Think of the blifs and glory he pof- 
feflcd in the world above. Contemplate the humble form 
in which he appeared here on €arth. Call up to your view, 
his immenie labours and exquifite fufferings. Follow him 
from Bethlehem to Golgotha. View him refolutely con- 
tending with the powers of darknefs, patiently bearing the 
cruel abufe of Jews and Romans, and meekly offering his 
life a facrifice to divine juftice on the crofs — doing and fuf- 
fering all this, to reconcile you to God, to fet you free 
from the flavery of fin,, to fecure to you the fubftantial blef- 
fings of religion here, and to entitle you to a crown of glo- 
ry hereafter. Refled on thefe things, and fay. Whether 
fo kind a Friend, fo generous a Saviour, and fo renowned a 
Prince, may not demand your warmeft affedion, your firm- 
eft allegiance, and your moft unwearied fervices ? Does not 
the lively remembrance of thefe great obligations, infpire 
you with new refolution and vigour, when difcouraged and 
borne down with the fatigues of your warfare ? 

Nor is it to be forgotten, that this is a caufe wl^^ein 
your own interefl is nearly concerned. That was the ob« 
jc6l which, as you have feen, the Son of God propofed in 
becoming the Captain of your falvation. And, whilft you 
are fighting under his banner, you are purfuing that objeft. 
You are contending, not for the perifliing enjoyments of 
this world, but for unfading honours, fubftantial pleafures, 
durable riches and rlghteoufnefs. And can you be neutral 
or indifferent in a caufe fo cffentially important as this ? 
Or fhall it be in the power of the enemy, by any kind of 
oppofition, to intimidate you, when the quefiion is. Whe- 
ther you (hall be happy or miferable, the vaffal of Satan 
or a fervant of the living God ? Every advantage you gain 
againft your lufts poffeffes you of a prcfent reward, * And 
are not peace of confclence, a fenfe of the* divine favour, 

and 
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^bS a jayfi4 hope of future and encUeis felicity ,%ibje^s de«: 
'ferWng of your mod ardent attention and -purAiit ?— <^bkr> 
fings which will more than compenfate all the difeourage- 
mentSy pains and forrows you endure, in your coofliSs with- 
itn and fenfe ?— in a caufe therefore fo juft, fo noble, fo- 
interefting, it is criminal to be indiffiereoti it is dKhonour- 
able to be timorous; 

' ^ Another ammstting coofideration is, the feafonable 
and effedual fupport you. may depend upon receiving, in ' 
the courie of your tvarfare. ^ 

~^It were wrong to flatter ourfelres with a notion, that. 
the difficulties we haVe to contend with, as ChriHians, are ^ 
ftvTf occafional, and of trifling cOnfe^uence. He who^ 
hath any -knowledge of his owti heart, and is at all ac- 
quainted with the world, muft be fenfible that this is a 
rery great miftake. Nor am I afraid even to magnify ; 
tfaefe dLSiculties, while I have fuch encouragements and 
afliftances to oppofe to them, as the word of God infures, 
and the wifeil and bed of men have found to be every way . 
^equate and fufficient. Admitting then that you have 
very many corruptions to druggie with ^ that your world* , 
ly^conne^tons, buiinedes and concerns are all of them ex- 
ceedingly 'perplexing and enfnaring ; that Satan and his 
«mifiaries ufe their iitmoft endeavours to fudue and enflave 
you ; that you have little knowledge and experience, many * 
prejudices and weaknefles, a deceitful heart and incondant 
paflions ^ and, in fine, that you are, of yourfelf, unequal to 
the powerful) united and continued aflaults of thefe your 
enemies : yet you have no reafon, Chridian, to be difcou- ^ 
raged. Say not, in the language of Eliiha^s fervant, when 
he beheld the city encompafl'ed with a hod of the Syrians, 
^/asy Mafter^ how /hail we do ^ For it may be replied 
in the words of the prophet, They that be with us^ are 
more than they that he with them *. 

God is with you ; nor have you any j ad ground to que- 

VoL. IL N ' dion 

* 2 Kings vi. 15, i5. 
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Aion it. The caufe is lii»* Youiengagcd in k, .at Ws u> 
fiance, witk the hdp of his grace, aad icom a defire t4» 
approve your&lf to him, as welLiaa to jdcape the suferies^ 
with which you /was ^hreateacd. Think you then that he 
vM\ defert you, or that he will wlthhokl that jGtipport you 
ireed ? He willtioti He hath faid he wili not : and he is 
faithful who hath promifed. F^ar not, iam wish thee ; b^ 
not difmayedy I am thy God: I njuiiijirengtben thee^ ycv I 
vnll help tbee^ yea I ^iil uphold thee with, the -right bnnd 
efmy righteoufnep *. My gr^ce is fujicietu for thee : J',f 
fhyftrenph is made perftB in weaknefs f . No weapon that 
is formed againfi thee • Jh4iU profper J / will never 4ea rsg 
thee nor forfake thee)^* You may therefore boldly fsny^ 
The Lord is my helper J ; throvgh God I Jhall 4^ vfilianU 
iy ; for he it is thatjhaif tread dowmmy enennei ^. Gui,- 
dcd by unerring wifdom, defended by Almiglity power, and 
fuflained by infinite compaflion and goodnefe, what dangers 
may you not efcape I what difficulties may you not fuiv- 
mount ! what wonders may you m>t perforin 1 

Chriil alfois your Captain. And, in his character, con^ 
duS and example, Jrou have every poflible conildcration to 
animate and encotirage j«)u. Need I remind ybu-of the 
tranfcendent excellencies he poffelles 5 his fkill and addrefs, 
his magnanimity and refolution, his tendernefs and love }- 
Thefe he eminently dHplayed, during his ovrs\ perfonal con- 
flift with the powers ojF datkneis, in the days of his fleilu 
And now he is in heaven, he exerts them £or the defence 
and fupport of his -followers in their militant Rate. He 
was made perfeB through fiffferings^ that he might bring 
many fons unto glory. To give them a title to vi6lpry he 
died, and to fecure the vi^ory to them he lives. For this 
great purpofe he employs all his induence on .tbeir behalf 3 
an influence which extends over univerfal nature, and is 
fubjedt to no controul whatever. With his ^ivine Father 

.he 

* Ifa. xli. 10. f 2 Cor. xli. p. t If liii. 17. 

I Ucb. xiii. 5. J Vcr. 6, . Tf IMal. Ix. 11. 
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lie ufes his mtcreft, in the charaftcr of Mediator, that ttiejr 
may prevail. The afl&iirs of providence he adjufts in fuch 
atmantter, as to cootrihutc to the fuccefs of their caure«^ 
The malice of their enemies he reftrains, their fchemes hm 
4eteds and coudtei^ds, and their hau^ity power he check» 
and fubf&ies. With a compairioaate eye he looks down 
fipon them, when overwhelmed w^th the- troubles of life^ 
when wearied slnd i)roken by painful conilids with fin, and 
fenfe, and when difcouraged and oppreffed ^vith numerous 
arid grievouff tcmpt^ations. Nor does he fail, on certain 00 
caiions, by varitms^ ra^anSy fuch as his word, his ordinances, 
ttul the feafonabk kifluence of his grace and Spirit, to com- 
fcrt their drooping hearts,- and ta ftreogthcu their feeble 
baiyds. T/ye hn/tJM retd be wiii mt hre^, stftd/moakif^ 
^<^ b^imllnm qucMcbr^ muH hi fend forth judgment un4i^ 
friBory*. And have not thefe confiderationsy Chri4lia% 
thus addrefled to'yottr dw» feeling?^, the moft animating ef- 

fca ^ , , 

I might fcfeed aHor put yen Cn m«id of the weapons- with 
which you ate furblihcd, thecon^ny m wkkh you. are en- 
iHlcdy and thewages^you rcfceive. Yoa d«> not meet th« 
euemy naked a«d' defcnceltfr* He who leads you into^ the 
field, fi^rft commanidiytia to put On rhewh^ie armour ofG&df 
that you may be alie to witbfiand in the evil dmy^^nd ha^^ 
tfifjg da/fe all tQfl^nd\, Truth is your gi^lky righteouf* 
T^efs yoiir breart-plate, faith your fhield, felvation your hel- 
met, the w^rd of God your fwQrd> ^nd your feet are fhod 
with the preparation of the gofpel of peace. Your fellow^ 
ibldiers are the excelkiit of the earth, the loyal fubje£ls of 
the Prince of peace, the fons of God, the heirs ©f glory— -^ 
not a few only, but an hundred and forty and four thoufand, 
and thouiaads of thoufands, whom na man can number^ 
And the wages appointed you are adequate to your necefli- 
ties,, yea more than enough for your AMileflce, fuch I may 
add as will largely compcnfate aU your pains-and forrows \ 

ever*' 
* Matt^ xii. TO- f Epb. vi. lo— x8v 
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even the (ati^^km of a peaceful confcicnce, tBe pleafcrcr 
' refulting from communion with God, afui the joys on cer^^ 
tain occafions which aiife from the unclouded profpe6ls of 
a future bleflcd immortality. 

And now, clad in armour proof againil every affault— 
led on by a Captain of unconquerable magnanimity-— fup^ 
ported by a numerous body of ikints and Gonfeffors, all 
ihouting, The sword of.the Lord anix his Christ — angels 
with wifliful eyes waiting the event— a cloud of witnetfcs 
on every fide, marking your coodu6l — and you youifelf^ 
Chriilian, pouring out incefiant cries to Heaven, to profpe» 
the enterprife — I fay, thus adt^moing, in defence of the no-^ 
bleft caufe that was ever aflerted, and relying upon the 
power and.faithfolnefs of Almighty God, What, have you 
to fear ?— Vi6lory, complete vidory, fhaH crown the day- 
Ai^d folamled, 

. 3i and-laf^ly,. To> defcribe the triumph whkh will fuc-^ 
ceed the fatigues and dangers of this painful warfare— 

Defcribeil^ did I (ay ? It: is not to be &lly defcribed*^ 
The utmofl I can do is only to draw out.fbme faint and ge-» 
^eral reprefentation of it. The fcene will be glorious be- 
3^ond. all imagination, as may naturally^ be concluded bouh 
the greatnefs of the caufe^ the fi'ercenefs of the contention^, 
the zeal With which. Chrift has intereAed himfelf in it, and.. 
the important confequences it draws after it. If to fubdue^ 
totallyrfubduc,^ the mod haughty, cruel, and powerful ene- 
mies y if to emerge, in the full enjoyment of health, out o£ 
all the horrors of war ^ if tO'r<rturnhome, richly laden with* 
the fpoils of vidory j if to be crowned with the applaufes 
of his princis and his country, and henceforth quietly to pof-- 
fefs, not only his liberties, but an affluence of all earthly, 
good : if thefe are the profpe^ts^ which animate the foldier; 
in the day of battle, and puih him on to the mod hazard- 
ous enterprifes j What may not you, Chriftian, * expeft, as' 
the' fruit of that far more noble conflidt in which you aree 
engaged ? The moment death has done his ofHce, your toils, 

and 
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SBid patti's, and fotrowf, (hall for ever ceafe, atmt iff endltfs 
duration 6£ unutterable blifs and ^oc^ coaunence. Ahudft 
the applauding (houts of friendly ang«ls, and tbe joyful 
congfatalathjns^of feHow-femtsJ your itomwrtal fpint (hall 
afcend to the manfions of the blcflfed.- Jelus, the great 
Captain of your fekation, fliall wckomc you thither, and 
In the prefence of that illuftriotiff afleaahly^. with his own 
lips proncomcc yottrcujncjtteror^ " This i« he wh& dftred to 
•'enter the lifts with the poi^crs «f darknefe,) jnaJnti^ftcd 
•* the fight amidil a thoufand dangers, and has naw won t.he 
** prize. 1 faw him, bravely afferting the caufe of God 
" and truth, and refdutely contending with his own heart, 
•* the world, and the devil. I beheld him amidfl the ma- 
** ny viciflltudes of this (hort but painful warfare— fome- 
•* times almoft borne down by ignorance and error, preju- 
** dice and pafTion, flattery and reproach, perplexing doubts 
** and difcouraging fears — and then, animated by a ray of 
•* diinne hope, refuniing frefh courage, and refolving, in the 
*' flrength of God, to conquer or dre.. His iiknt reafcn- 
" ings I noticed. His forjowful complaints I watched* 
** His earned cries I heard. The aid he implored vras 
** granted him. Out of weaknefs he became ftrong. He 
" waxed valiant in fight. The armies of fin and death he 
•* put to flight, though faint ^ he purfued. The laft blow 
** is now given. His warfare is accompliihed. WeUdonCy 
" good and faithful ferv ant I enter thou into the joy of thy 
*' LordJ*^ So (hall he be arrayed with the robes that con- 
querors wear, and receive at the hands of Jefus, the righ- 
teous Judge, the palm of vidory, and diadem of glory. 
And O ! what rapturous joys will circulate around his 
heart, while he refle6ls on the dangers he has efcaped, and 
remembers with infinite gratitude, that the vidory, glorious 
as it is, is wl\plly to be afcribed to the blood of the Lamb ! 
while he feels within, the fatisfaflions which refult from 
a confcioufnefs of perfed knowledge, purity and happinefs! 
ivhile be cafts his eye around him, upon the bright and nu- 
N 3 merous 
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i^\, PERSEVERANCE IN RELIGIOK, &C» 

merous aflembly to which he is united J. ancT while he looks 
forward to a duration of felidty. and glory wUch (hall 
know no end ! 

And now fay, Chrifllan, Whether aH'thefe confiderations 
have not a mighty effe£l to animate you to perfeverance ? 
Can you refift their united ferce ?— the goodnefs of the 
caufe — the feafonable and effedual fupport you may depend 
upon receiving— and the vidory,the glorious vidory, whicht 
fhall crown the day. Be pcrfuaded, theref<»:e, though fainf^ . 
yet tofmrfut : *^ ■ 



BIS^ 
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DISCOURSE XY. 



Rl^LIGLON AN ABIDING PRINCIPLE;. 



Philippians i. & , 

Being confident of this very things that he which hath* 
begun a- good work in you^ 'mil perform it until the 
day of y ejus Chrift^ 

CONFIDENCE, in matters of a doabt fill nature, i» 
generally confidered as ai> expreflion of great igno^ 
ranee and folly. And witli good reafon— For if men wero 
fbnfible of the weaknefs of their int ell e£l8, of the powerful 
mfluence of prejudice and paflion, and of the various arts 
by which error too often inlinuates itfelf into the poind ) 
they would be cautious how they haAily pronounced upon 
either opinions or fa£b, where the evidence is at all defect 
tive. Yet, a modefl diffidence of our own judgment wi)l 
by no means juflify feepticifm, or a continual habit of 
doubting. There are fome truths fo plain and felfevident, 
that it would argue a criminal difafFe6Uon to the heait of 
Aem^ as well as- a mofl unreafonable incredulity, were we 
to withhold our affient. And there are others, which 
though not difcbverable by the light of nature^ yet being 
Nearly laid down in fcripture, we may be confident of 
their authenticity. And even thefe will admit of fuch an 
appeal to impartial reafon, as ferves rather to drengthen 

than 
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than dimini{h their ^orce. Men divinely infpired mtgbf, 
indeed, peremptorily demand the credit of their bearers to 
the dodrines and fa6l> they reported to thena, without en- 
tering into a particular explanation of them^ Yet, wc 
find both Chrift and the apeOle^ taking pains to eilablifb 
the principles, upon which the truths they delivered were 
founded, in order thereby more fully to convince tiicir dif- 
ciples of the reafonablen^l* md tnapertance of fuch truths^ 

An inflance of tbis» we h»ve in the paflage juft read.^ 
That fptrit of difcernment with which the apoftle was en- 
dued, might pcrhap9^ have authoriled hrm to pronomiee 
confidently concerning the future (late of the Pbilippiansy 
and upon fuch iffue he^ might h^ve put the matter. He,, 
however, doe» not reft the argument here 5 but enters in- 
to tbe principles and grounds of his confidence, which were 
in every view as level to thek comprphenfion apd convic- 
tion as to his* With pleafure he remembered their fellow^ 
Jhtf> in tbe go/pet^ that is^ their holy, humbfe, exemplary 
behaviour, iroAi the begniofng o£ tbe|i: p^jpf ^S^n until ttnt 
time* ^>oiSi thence he qleafly k)ferre4 the fpundneCs ^ 
their conver6on» And fni^i&fied th^t their, coarerfio^waf 
the work of God, he from.<tbi> prin^ip^ fairl]^ poixlude^^ 
that what God had thus begui» he would in due time bring 
%o pertedion. Tni» Wja« a kind! of. re^foning obvious tc^ 
the pkineibuiiderftanding^ and which a^y, I think, withf 
out the ebar-^e of raihneis or undtjie <oxifidence, be applie4 
16 the chara£kr and ftate oX every real Chi iA Ian. I prOt 
pofe thcirei^ore,> in difcourfing of this fubje£l:, tO'Confider 
mere particularly^. . 

J. What this important, lixatter is, of which we may bff 
confident concerning every mati of true reKgion ; and^ 

II. The grounds of this confidence. 
* I. As to the matter of which we may be confident, it 
is this— 716/1/ God will perform the good work be bath be» 
gun in tbe real Gbrifiian^ until tbe day ofjefus CbriJ. 

Religion is manifeftly the thing here intended. What 

that 
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^atls we have largely confidered in the preceding difcour- 
fbs. In order, however, to throw light on the fubje^ we 
are now difcufllng, it will be proper to attend a while to 
tije defcription given us of it in this pafiage^ 
I. It is /I «wn& wrou^t in the foul of man. 
Now a work, of whatever kind it is, implies defign, aAi* 
vity^ and an exertion of ikilL and ftrength. Ideas which 
arc applicable to religion in its rife, progrefs, and final conw 
pletion J and more efpecially as it concerns the heart or in- 
ward man 5 for there this work is faid to be wrought; 
We vat his-workmnn/bift^ fays the apoftle tt) the Ephe- 
fians *. The foul of man, in an unrenewed flate, refembles 
a building in ruins. It was once a fair and beautiful tern- 
pie, the refidence of the blefled God, and facred to his fer^^ 
vice. But alas ! it i» now defaced and fpoiled. The 
fiones of the fanduary^ to ufe the language of the prophet 
Concerning the temple at Jerufalem, are pourod out ^ the 
altar is' thrown down 5. the'holy £xc dxtinguiihed j and the 
glory of the Lord departed. All the faculties of the mind 
are enervated and broken, overfpread with darknefs and 
•rror, and wretchedly polluted and depraved* The greal 
obje6l therefore of religion is the renovation of the foul, 
the rebuilding this temple, and the fitting it again for the 
fcrvice and< enjoyment: of God. . A. work this truly noblo 
and important, but attended with much expence, labour 
and oppoiitiom The plan is- laid in the facred records^ 
and fuitable means are provided for carrying it into execu* 
tion. The materials are cliofen, fafliioned and cemented* 
And thus the building, fitly^ framed and beautified, grow-, 
eth unto an holy temple in the Lord, and becomes an habi^ 
tation of God through the Spiriti The foundation is laiJ 
in deep humiliation for fin, and a lively faith in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift y and the fuperftrufture is raifed, amidft many 
conflifts and temptations, in knowledge, purity and joy* 
Mc"who was ignorant of God, of his awn heart, .and of the 

great 
♦'Eph.ii* i(?i^. 
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great ct)i!ccrns of a future ftate,f becomes wife uato &lva* 
tion* He who was dead in^ trc(fiaffe$ and fins^ is quiekepeif 
to a life of holinefs. And he who wa^ ijnm^jfed i qk th^ 
follies and pleafures of the woildy aspires toJb6iiitdy bo«- 
bler enjoyments. He is « new area/ur^^ Jh^e.is a 
change* in his prinpiples, vitews, affcftions and wiafiner of 
life. Old things ar'$ pajfed away^ and all thiugs beeoflie 
•new^. ^Jo'W, ' • 

2, Of this work God is the mtthor* So the text exprcfs- 
\j aifures us, < For he who had begun it in .ijie PhiUppiEinSy 
is the fame {©ivine pccfon to whom the apoftle iad o0eieli 
his thanks, in tl% third yei fe^ oii their behalf* 

Kueryhsofo is built by fame mnrty but, be vibo buUdi thir 
temple it Gad ^ TdhisfkiUaiidiRfluenc^we are indebted 
bdUi for' firamihgjthe plan^ and for carrying it iiito e^eca** 
tion.^ Others iadeed ^e lainut^rr iOigetbjer wkb:Qod -^ f 
msLj^ thofe • in whom- the work h t^r^ughty ^xjs themfelve? 
comma3ided*io vforkmstf ikeir QHj0$fal^mtion.wiA /e4rjhtd 
trembiin^ 1;:^ z f^txHi&y '3i\X. aft uude*-^.<fi^re<5^on of tjle 
great Mifter-b^lder,' and depend, upOn: the efteftual coaf 
currence of his providence and grace fOr the fuccefs of their 
Jafbours.r ... 

After what manner the Holy Spirit exerts hisinfiuence 
on the minds of mea, tociFe£l their convei:fion at firft, and 
to maintain and promote religion in th«ir hearts afterwards^ 
it is not for nie precifely to detern^ine.. . But that there i* 
a fupernatural power exerted to theCe great ends, may. be 
clearly proved from the principles of reafon,,in concurrence 
with the expiefe^ teftimony of Scripture. This I have: 
fhewn at larg& in x former difeourfei It will be Heceffaryff 
however to refumc the argument here in a few words, be-' 
caufi the nraia thing afferted.in the te^t, Tbm this w^k 
Jhali^ be /performed until the day of Chriji^ very much de-r 
pends upon it. . . 

It is a truth acknowledged on all hands, that the great 

Father 
* % Cor. V. ry. f 2 Cor. vf, i. % Philip, ii. \%^ 
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Tatlier of fpirits <iwi ^lave accefs to thf hearts of men, and 
hy a fecriet but powerfiil i^tiu^ce, incliBe ^^vi l(QQve them 
;as he fees fit. To deny the ^Sb^lil^ of ihis is to^recur to 
^^ownright atheiCir. -Ndrisiit mawouitby of God, pr at aU 
llibveriiye of ourxxogin^licoiiftUiition as reafonaUe crea- 
Jiures^ &ST that great and good Being iftms tO ii;ia(}iate our 
laenighted niindd, sind ff^c a new bent to O0r4ef¥riived will 
.smd affedions. ' Ourprefcnt vftate. eyidewlly jeqt«*fes it, in' 
jordcr to our beeooaii^ CBpah}et>£ferviog'^lvl enjoying God ; 
for it is a clear -fad, that men are naturally aye^tfe to tha^ 
'vvhich is holy, spiritual and good ^ and that aU the means 
:Ufed to recover them to a fenfe of their duty and interdl. 
Iiave been, and Hill are, ine£fe£lual witbthe &r greater part 
of man^iiid. And a5^fe tnflttencexrf therHoly Spirit is ne- 
ceflary fbr the i?enovatioti iof sOur nature, £o this da^rine is 
<elearly revealed in the Bible ; and religion (whereyer it pre- 
vails is cohftantlyahd invariably reprcfented throughout that 
facred book, a« an efFc6l reftdting fromthat caufc^-.It is God 
that o/>ens our eyes *, ^nfightens out undirjltindings f , and 
jdireBs our ways to keep hisftatute^X* it is God that cir* 
£umcifes our hearts to love him ||, puts' his fetir in our in^ 
ward parts ^ , and renews a right fpiril ^uuthin us ^f. It. 
is God that works in us to will and to do of his good plea^ 
Jure **, and makes us meet to he partak^rj of the inberi* 
lance of the faints in light ff . We are horn of the fpirit J J, 
SkXid faved hy the waflymg of regenerntion^ and renewing of 
the Holy Ghofl ||||. In fine, we are his worhmanfhip^ ere* 
diied in Chrijl Jcfus to good works J §■. AU which, you fee, 
well agrees with the language of the text, that God hegint 
ithis work in us, and performs it Untii 4he day of Chrifi. 

Whoever therefore duly redeiS^s on the ruinous ftate to 
whtch the foul of man is reduced by fin 3 on the prodigi- 
ous 

* Pf. cxk. iS. f Eph. i. iS. a Cor. iv. 6. % PC cxix. 5. 
II Dfiit. XXX.6. § Jer. xxxii. 40. IT P^- ^' '°* 

«* Philip, ii. 13. ft Col. i. 11. X\ John iii. 5. 
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ous expence which the Son of God hath been at to |>FO€Uir 
en honourable terms the return of the Holy Spirit to our' 
earth ; on the means appointed for rebaUding, beautifying 
and confecrating a temple for his fervice ; the fcnrrow, la- 
iKNir and difBcultj which, through various caufes, attend 
the' work itfelf ^ and what Scripture, as you have feen, 
affirms concerning the divine influence therein : whoever, ' 
I fay, duly considers all thefe things muft acknowledge 
that religion is indeed the woik of Grod.-^Wlueh leads 
me to obferve, 

3. That it if m good work. So it nraft needs 4}e, as it 
is. the effe^ of divine flcill, power and goodnefe : but its 
stature and intendment will fufliciehtly (how it. 

Beauty add convenience are the two chief commenda-' 
tions of a building. If its parts are fo framed ai^ adjoft^: 
«d,astopleafetheheholder^ and it is £> contrived and laid . 
out as to furnifh alltieedful accommodations for the inha- 
bitant : it is a fairmanfion, an agreeable dwelling. In like 
manner, this fpiritual building is both &rnamefita/ Bnd ufe* 
Jul. He who hath a tafte for real dignity and beauty, 
muft acknowledge that they are qualities infeparable from 
true religion. Figure to yourfelf a^^hriftian, who poffef- 
fes all that genuine fimplicity, meeknefs, humility, cheer- 
fulnefs, love of God, contempt of the world, and benevo- 
lence towards his fellow-creatures, -which the faith of the 
gofpel infpires^ and fay. Whether fuch a charadler is not 
truly amiable ? It cannot fail of captivating the eye, and 
charming the heart, of him whofe fenfes are exercifed to 
difcem good and evil. Nay, it will, it muft, it does, upon 
feme occafions at leaft, command the reverence of the wick- 
ed themfelves. The hinges daughur^ to ufe the figurative 
language of the pfalmift, Vi all glorious within » her cloatb" 
ing is of wrought gold *. 

And fure I am, religion is as ufeful, as it is venerable 
and ornamental. The perfonal benefits which rcfult from 

it 
♦ Pfal. xlv. 13. 
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^<ire greact, immmerable and laftbg. Not to fyeA oT its 
'«ffed to iecure a man from many temporal evils, it teods 
dire&ly, aod in irarious Wfys, to promote the peace, com- 
fort and happioefs of the mind* Great peace have they 
who love thy <iaw^ fays David *. 7he ^ways ^ wifdom are 
ways of pleqfantnefs^ fays Solomon f. And the apoAle 
aSure« 4is, x\i2X£odiinefsis prqfitabie unto all things^ having 
fromife of the life that now iSf and of that which is to 
'C^nu X* Nor do they only in whom this work is wrought 
reap the fruits of it : others are benefited hy it. The 
grace of God makes a man a good man. It infpires him 
with piinciples, of integrity, meeknefs, humility and gene, 
rofity \ virtues thefe of general utility, and which cannot 
fail of rendering him who poflefles them a bledlrg to all 
around him. So that the real Chriilian will be a dutiful 
and a£re6liooate relation, a fincere and Heady friend, and 
mn honoarable and uieful member of Ibciety. Thefe Phi- 
lippians, in whom religion thus prevailed, were not only 
hlamel^s and barmiefsj the fons of God without rebuke ^ in 
the midjl of a crooked and perverfe generation ; but they 
Jbone as iights in the world ^. And .it is true of the dif- 
ciples of Chrift in every age, as well as of his immediate 
followers, that they are- the fait of the earth J. — Now fa re- 
ly a work that is thus ornamental and ufeful muQ be a 
good work. Yet, 

4* It is at prefent imperfeB^ a work begun in us. . 
As to fome,^ little more can be laid of them than that 
the foundation of this new building is juft laid, and that 
there are hopeful appearances of its xifing out of its former 
ruins. It is the ^y offmall things^ as the prophet fpcaks 
concerning the temple at Jerufalem ^. Their knowledge 
icarce extends farther than the firft principles of the ora- 
cles of God, and is blended with much ignorance and er- 
ror. Their ideas are irregular and confiifedy like his 
Vol.. II. O in 

♦ Pfal. cxix. 155. + Prov. lii. 17, | 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

ICbap.il 15. , } Mat. v 13. ^f Zcch.iv. 10. 
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in the gofpel who jull emerging out of falitt<kier$. ft^j, "^tfm 
men as trees ^ walking *• Their fiith, tlK>ag^ well gfoasd* 
ed, is weak and feeble, and frequently (hook with tk« via* 
lent a&kults of temptation y fo that in their pe^Iexity thef 
.cry out, like htm, who befought Chrift to heal his chtli, 
Lord^ I believe; help thou my unbeHtf^, Their hope, 
though it holds them up from ikfpondency, ariles not t» 
aiTarance \ fo that they 4are not pronounce cert^itily upon 
their ftate towards God. They have » fixed abhotreneedf 
all iin ; yet not thoroughly knovrin^ their own hearts, aod 
not fully comprehending the devices of Satan, they are of- 
ten deceived, if not overcome, by its deloiire and ihittof' 
ing appearance* They have a relHh for the pure and (pf- 
Htual pleafures of religion, and eagerly afpire afeer tkem^ 
yet th^y feel and lament the poWerfal attraftions and «n« 
due influence of feniible objeds* In (hort, the princfpk^ 
of grace and holinefs have many finfril habits and £»ofifli 
pafTions to contend with ; fo that th«ir joys are nrngkid 
with forrows, their hopes cloudod'witJi lean, todtheir obe* 
dience difgraced with imperfidion and fin. 

Thus is religion in the beginning like :S]i^^5^/»ap^ 
which at firft was no Kgger than a manVhand, but after- 
wards covered the ^hole heavens %. ^Or fike a greti» «/* 
mujlardjeed^ whichris the leaft of allfeeife, but when it ia 
grown, is the greatefLamong ^erbs, and bej(;ometh a tree 5 fe 
that the birdsof the iar come and lodge in the branches th^c«- 
of 11. And hence our Saviour, i».greatcompaffiontohi6yo«ng 
afflided diCciples, comparesthein to ahruifedreed^ wadjmoak^ 
ingfiax J . Like a brmfed reed, they arc in their own appre- 
heniion, moft bafe and contemptible 5 and, through tho 
forrowfulnefs of their ipirits, are as incapable of alfl^xdhig 
melody in the ears of others, as a muiical inftrument ^at 
is broken and laid afide. And like fmoaking flax, religion 
fecms to them to have, little ftrength or prevalence in their 

hearts^ 

♦ Mack vxU. 14. f MarK Xx. 34. t i Kings xvii'u 44, 45» 
jl Mat. xiii. 31, 3 J. § Cliap. xii. 2'j. 
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lfc^t^5 & that, thxjugh the fire mey have been finbthered- 
titoefor a toiig while, they, can fcarce think it wUl ever ^' 
bWft oat' into a living and inextinguiihabk fIaiBe»'' 

Aod thca as to C^iAians of longer ilsiB&i:^ aAd iugher * 
^ftamments in 'Teli^ooy even thei work in thecSi^ when cona-" 
pft^d wkh the pcr£fc<ajrtn it ihall arrivif af in heaven, is on- 
If In its bei^imiag. You^fee Ae outtines^of that fair ori- 
t^knal, afurf whi(^ they are a tojjy'j'but thogh the rcfem*- 
%laRce irf^rk^, the pkkw^c it rude atid unfimfiied. The 
-fiiferftrcM^e^is jratfed^ ficrbaps ta a ^ confid^ftabie height, 
j^t tltepc a«ie-jawy btemiihcr iii the' buiMfi^ ; n^, there 
•i» iv^od, h«y:«a4 fi*i^bl% mingled with die very materials 
-of wttch ik i»'C#*|»#ad.- Owginal cswr^ptTocs, evil ha- 
4«tf, and ^e«rty fi«ja4kc«*re fo^deeply;rooted,' that they 
impt not t* be I»t4%'«ridjctted by agir, e^^perieiice^ the in- 
•ib«6BofSii«jiod^ w«9d>ior t&e ^UcipU^e f^ his jprovidence. 
^AnihmKmtlii^mmy:M^BMiax^a^ among 

^^tuo^imem^ ^libfe^ivOfsiaju^gaeot:, and miiiakes In con- 
tdtta,^«4Hdi tff tWr iiobw^ -l^waffb each other, and fome- 

'A ndflei^on thtiK, v^hiA ^Tes cife tor msKiy (brrowful iimen'- 
^tsofMi, tnrthe btelift loi htm wJto truly fears God, and ajt 
lofcrtain iea^^^'cxckidrvelDtocnt -de&ts after ^ iiia^iSixxBL 
^nBt»*^T\Km9tkho^eYit9f' 

5^ Is* j&narfnp^Skir wotk.- Tfci«» ibtB plamfii of lU bfiiig . 
ipM«rmcd itnni thc-dayi,«f Ghrift, cleaHy intiift^s^ .. 

God, a^ we have fcetij i^theMithor of it j a»d it is fctorce 
iptobalile^ tha^ & abk ^uid Ovlful an «rchitea lh<yuld begin 
iL-ixiikfi«gyr.a:jf|^hen fit^end fill c<aaieern a&out It, till jufl 
lltif period w^^ It 18 to he ^ni&ed. la £»nie inUance^ in- 
deed,' it looks as if thitrwrrr'tlwerfek' So it appears t» • 
tbd Oirktinn himrelf, when God withholds the light of his 
cciumremmce, and Offers him to walk in darknefs. But 
Jiowever difficok it may be, at fiich feafons, to perfiiade our- 
felves t^t religion is in an improving ftate, yet fo it really 
i«. The work is advancing with perhaps fwifter progrefs, 

amidlt 
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amidil thefe dark and gloomy experiences, tBan wBcn fb» 
our view it goes on fmootUy and profperoufly. For how* 
ever defirable the comforts of divine grace arc, the great 
obje^l of religfon is the fubdoing our corruptions, and the 
forming our hearts to love and obedience. And if Cod h 
'purfuing this objieft by affliftive difpen&tions, Z9 he xnoft 
certainly is, then is he carrying on the good work, though. 
*it may feem<to us as if it flood llill^ or as if it were never 
begun*. Nay,, he is attentive to it, (fuck is his goodnefs !). 
even amidH all that Iknguor and indilTereiK^e, which (bme- 
times feize on the Chriftian, and diigrace his profi^iHoo* 
Fbr though, at fuch a tirne^ religion may be (aid: to be on 
the decline, and we are ourfehres chacgotblewith^ great io- 
gxatitude and folly, jti God can and v^ overr^ all that 
'bitteme& and &rfow^ which are the fruit •f fuch ciiininal 
negleds, to^ die great purpo(e of ravivi&g again ^he dying- 
ihterefls of godSnefs in our hearts^ And it is b»l& infituc- 
tive and pteafiug to relied, hasi^adaatraUy he hath in ma* 
*ny cafes direfled the difpen^tions of hb j^Xls^eBCie*' aj&d^ 
'the i^Qxsaet^ of his gt^ce, tb ttis tmfy imporOmt end. 

Thefe indancei: however excepted^ theis^pcogrcfs^ the 
divine life is obviims to Gbit^ans ^^nfelve^^or at^jbaH to 
every attentive obferrer of tlwir tamper and ^emdufl. As^ 
they advance in their profefBoi^, they ufuaUj^ improTC ia 
Jln€hvledge^ purity and comlort. T^hey have jnHer concep- 
tions of divine truths, and are m»re thoroughly confirmed 
^n their* belief* of them. Their averfion to fin and love of - 
hoUi^eik incres^e. Thar difcouraging fears fuhfide, and 
they become- more fatisfied as to* their ftattt towards God^ 
And the efFe(^s of Aich-improvement appe^mln the courfe 
bf their lives. • Amidft the cultivations of providence and 
grace, they grow and bring forth fruit.. They tf</^-to their* 
failbf virtue ; to virtue^ kn(^wMge ; to knowledge^ temfe*^ 
ranee ; to temperance, patience ; to patience^ godlinejs ; to- 
godUnefs^ brotherly hindnefi ;, and, to bratberiy hindntfs^ 

cbaritju- 
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dkan'fy *. SiicK, I fay, is th* faa witli rclpcft to many 
Chriftians. So that they who in the beginning wctcJeebU^ 
become as David \ and they who aw of the b(^i{ft of Da* 
W</, as the angei of the Lord^, This gradual progrefs of 
religion in the heart, is deicribed in Scripture by a great 
variety of figures, taken from the fpringii^ of the vegeta- 
ble creation, from the growth of children^ and from the im- 
proremeBt of fdiolara under thetukion of their mailers^ 
To tius pturpoTe we are afTured, that ibe^ wbovmt on the 
LordJbaU renew their Jirength^ JheiU nmuntu^'voith -wng* 
as eagUsj JbaJirun and not be weary; and walk and not 
faint X i TJiat they who are planted in the boufe of the Lord^ 
Jhallfi&urijh in the courts of our God 5 that they Jball bring 
forth frnif in old age ^ ; and, in a word,' that the fiath 
ff tbejt^fl is at tbefhihing Jight^ which fbineth more and 
more unto the perfeB day\, — Which leads me to the laft 
attdtpiincapul thing to he confideredi and that is^% 

6. That this workihaU^ba^brouglijt to pi^rftBiouzX the 
^yofyefmaCbrift.. 

By the day if Chr(/i in Ae IiJew TeAainm:!!^ is mofl com- 

sionly imeBdeaii the laft great day, when Chriil ihall come 

to judge the ^world i - and which the -apoftk, in another 

^ce^ en)rpbati«atly:ftyles; that day ^i^. And k'will be a 

g]#rioiirand a ti^omendouf day .indeed ! -a day diftii^&ed 

hycTieotrof'tiienKoft infitireilii^ natmc/ and -ia whid^cve* 

xy iadraddti^tke hstmean race wiU be iatiaHte^eoaceHi'- 

ed. Ob the 'moorfiing of that "dfl^,^the |;iseat archangel (hali 

ibvittd hi$ tntiB|)et,' the dead ftatt ari^ the Son of God 

Itail aj^pear itt the heavens with a raduoice furpailing the 

fun, myriads of blefled fpirits (haH: attend his defcent, tbia 

tllrooe ihall be iet, iaaaU and great Q^M ftmd belbre it, ani 

each havkg received his final doom, the world and all th»f 

» thOfein, diall pais away and be no nwre. How folaau^ 

' O3 and 

• a PW,i.*5, |J,7. f 25edi. xif.^ 

t ira.iiL 31. I Pfal. xcii, 13, 14. 

f Prov. iT. t8. If a Tim. 1. 1 2. mmf -nir v*<C4f. 
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and to the righteous how joyful a fcene this.^Now, thoaglk 
this is not the day to which the apoftle feemt here to refer f 
becaufe the work which God hath begun in us is a work 
which refpcfts the foul, and- which will therefore, as there 
fs an intermediate Rate, be perfeded at death : though, 1 
fay, this is not the day here intended, yet an event will 
then take place in which the happiaefs of the ChriAian i» 
nearly concerned, and which therefore I cannot forbeai^ 
mentioning ; I mean the change that will pafs upon the 
body, by which it wtU be fitted for the reception of* 
the immortal fpirit. A work 'this which will exhibit tor 
cur admiring eyes a mod amazing difplay of divine (kill and- 
power. Chrtfi the Saviour^ fays the apoftle,^^// change^ 
our vile hody^ that it may be fajbioned like unto bis glori* 
Gus body^ according to the worii/^ wbereby^bc is able evewt 
to Jubdue all things unto himfelf*^^ 

But it is the day of the Chriilian^s death, as I faid, that 
fcems to be here, intended. And that may very properly 
be called the day of Chrifi^ becaufe Cbrifl, to ufe his owm 
words, then comes to receiiye h\9 people ta bimfilf^ that 
where be is there they may be alfo f . When the unionr 
between Ibul and body is difiblved, the %irit returns to him^ 
ivho gave it, and joins the fociety of the blefied. Now, at 
that happy moment, God will of his m^fcjjini/b^ accom^ 
plifh or ^rr/^ this good work of which I have been dif« 
cburfin^, as the word here ufed' is elfewhere rendered t*. 
Me who began it will then put the laft han4 to it: be wilb 
bring forth the headjlont withjboutings, arying^ Grace^ 
grace, unto it ||; So the apoftlc fpeaks oi tbejpirits ofjujk 
men being tnade ^rfeB J. 

^ Glory is the confummation of grace, or religion in it» 
inoil improved and perfe£l ftate.^ An idea this of the 
happinefo of heaven, the moft clear and fatwfadlory perhaps 
of any we can frame of it in the prefent life. For how- 
ever difEcult it may be to conceive ofthe manner of out 

exiHtnce 

• PKi'ip. ill. It. + Jobn xiv, 3. % «T<TiAi«i. * Cer. viii 5. 

Hcb. IX 5. 2,Cor. vii i. IJ Zcch. iv. 7. J Ht-b. itll. 23^ 
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fsiilence in tKat world, and of the external circumftancc* 

that will contribute to our felicity, not having powers equal 

to the inveftigation of fubjc6ls fo fublime and exalted j yet 

we can pretty eafily, in our imagination,, dived religion of 

the manifeft icnperfe£tion» which attend it in t^e prefent 

date : which done, we view it in its native fplendour andi 

glory, and fo as it is pofTefled and enjoyed above^. Now 

thefe imperfe^ons are fuch as refult from ignorance and 

error, impurity and iiti, and of confequence inquietude 

and forrow : but at deatH they (halt all- be done away. At 

the inftant this day of Chrift commences, the thick miflt 

of peitilential da rknefs^ which juft now enveloped the foul^ 

and rendered it both unhealthy and unhappy, (hall be dif^ 

fipated and feattered; and the fun of Hghteoufnefs (hall 

pour into k pur« and unutterable light, blifs^ and glory. 

NoWy we inowQvlyj'npart, znd/ee through a glafs darh^ 

iy ; nor can it be otherwife at prefent, our intelle6ls are fa 

weak, there arc- ik many 45bftru£tion8 to the right ©xercife 

•f them^ and the means of their information are fo limited 

and imperfe6h. l^ttben^ we Jball fee face to face ^ and 

know even' a4^ we are known * ; behold divine truths ii^ 

their juil and prof>er light^ and without the leaft mixture 

of weaknefs or error, oi doubt or iincertainty. Now, 

firong as the propeniities of the heart maybe to redtittide 

and hoUnefs, they are continually thwarted and oppofed by 

irregular tccKnations and pafHons.- But then,, the full bias 

of the (bul (halJbe tO'that vi4iich is good ; nor (hallit eve> 

he warped or turned afide from its proper objed^, either by 

a principle of fin within, or by any kind of undue indujence 

or temptation from without. Now, fear, difquietude and 

mifery are the effe<5ls of ignorance,, error and guilt. But 

then, the immortal fpirit, irradiated with divine light and 

knowledge, and reined from all the impure dregs of fenfe and 

fin, fhall enjoy the pureft fatisfa£Hons, and the moft ravi(h- 

ing plcafures — pleafures refulting from a full confcioufncfs 

. ^ of 

* I Cor. xiii. p, — 12. . 
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•f the favour <Jf God, and uninterrupted coitntiiaiHOQ^it^ 
the gi;eat Author of all excellence and perfe£lion. 

Thus {hjdl this j<W work, begun in humiliation and far-- - 
tow, and earned on amid ft gi^at^ tes^tation and oppofition^ , 
be at length finally ^completed ia heaven. Tims fhaU this 
building, once in ruins, be rcftored to its andenC ftate, yc^ ^ 
to a far greater degree*ofb^Uty. and glory, than ever* - 
And O ! who can de&ribe the eSe£l which this anazing : 
difplay.of divine ikill and power ihaU have on the ey^ of^ 
every behokiex ?-~tkc Joy.they wU ail {del at the dedica^ - 
tbn of this new temple ?-i- and the tranlp^rts of devotion ' 
and praife with'which they will weioMae^^ie' Ue^Hcd God ^ 
into it ? Ltyt vfiyour he4fJSf O ye gmtet^ £nJht ye lift vf^. 
ye everlafting tio^s, and the King efgkry fMlx^me in *r- 
So fhaU the King of glotyx'exfte k, fiU thehovfe^vrilh the ' 
btighteil befims of besigpfty. andr giaocy mi'«rv€ff| nev^t^ 
more depart thence;- > 

Thus have we feea t^i^kk'^ l^k "inporttfit 'xsMiti \% at ' 
Ivhic^ ive may be afTtnred concetniii^ tJle Chiifiian, ns4 ■ 
X^J wiM perform the good vxn^ begun in'timimiii the i^- 
»f J (fits Chrift^' And now I ^<Mdd ^<m toicoii&ler tbe 
grounds of our cotofideocr ^on> thts^-ttattier. Bm in tfab - 
mean time it will be proper to^biiog hone what h^li beeft^- 
jBidd to efu^lves,' by ^fexioufly enquiring whe^r Oo4 hotk - 
begun thts good work in our hearts. - 

This is a qudBon, Sirs, of ittfioite kaiporlaftc«# For, if • 
oar depraited natut« is' not In a degree renewed it» the - pre**^ 
icnt life, w« have no avrthority, either fbom reafe* or Scrip^t 
ture, to exped thiat it ^aU attain to^ that perfe^oa of 
happine& and glory I have been defcrtbing^ in die ^tare* 
Nay, sve sire afiWed by him who cannot "fie, that exee^ # 
^an be bta^ ogain^ be cannot Jee the kingdom of God^i 
And dien, a right knowledge of the Iftate-of our fouls is of 
Ihe utmbft confequenxse, on the one hand, to prevent a molt 
fetal and dangerous difappointinent at iafi \ and on tlm 

other^ 
« Pfd. xxiv- 7. f John Ui. 3, 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



KfftmVQ P!irNClPLE. t6^ 

• Otlicr, to fecure us, if we arc GlirifHans, from thofe difcou* ' 
raging fears Wliich not only tend to make us unhappy, but 
to obftrud oar improvement in the divine Itfc. Let »» 
therefore examine ourfelves with great ferioufnefs and iim- 

• partiality j and, at the fkme time, with all that tcndernefs 
' and charity, which both the word of God, and the unavoid- 
able impetfedion o^the prefent ftate, abundantly warrant* 

If, then, this good work is begun in us, it will be the 

main obje^ of our attention. Such is its importance, and 

fc' immediately does it affe^ the mind and heart, that it i» 

not conceivable how it (hould have any exiftence in that 

man, who is little, if at all, thoughtful and folicitous about 

it. On the contrary, if we have a lively fenfe of its infinite 

utility, and indifpenfible neceflity 5 if wc clearly give it the 

preference to «ny other concern whatciFer j if we are above 

ftU things mixious, left we (hould be deceived in the opinion 

we form of ourfelves^; and if, in a word, our hopes and 

-fears, our joy9 and forrows, our pleaTures and pains, are 

•chiefly aflfeaed by this important qucftibn, Whether we ace 

vitereiled in the favour of God, and bear any refemblance 

to hif image fit may from hence be faTirly concluded that 

tilts work is begun in us.. . . 

We (hall be fenfible alfo, in this cafe^ of the difficulties 
4^at attend it. Too many there are who look lipon reli- 
gion as a very eafy attainment, and taking it for granted 
that it is in {heir power, at any time, and upon the (horteit 
notice, to make their peace with God, and prepare for 
heaven j they trouble themfelves very little, for the prefent, 
about their fotils and a future world. But if we have en- 
tered into the fpirit of divine things, we (hall form very 
different conceptions of the matter. Itwill ftrike us as a 
moft arduous, as well as important concern y nay it is pofli- 
ble» that the obdru^Bions it may have met wdth in our 
breafts from numerous and powerful corruptions, and from 
various and mighty temptations, may have led us fomc* 
times to fear, that though it is a moft defirable blcffing^ 
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ytt It ts Icsrrce attittfii^>le. A-d^ep and afiediag fet^. 
hewercT, of tliefe di^u)lic9$ artfing th«i« from aa iatimate 
acqu&mtmce -wiA ont xmhhetkft^ AiraHhes a d^ar pro^f^ 
lliat tkis work is begm in us^ 

And then, as a Uvelj a^reti^nfion •ef'tkefd difficulties- 
ifnil DotfliTalf j put us upoa lockiagkr £vtpenoT aS&&mic^f< 
£6 a ferioQs and*a€e£liana^ Yegai^to the Hai^*Sj^]&, as- 
tile author of tiis worky is a larthet evidefooe of its^exiil- 
cnce. Ti^irr is no Pttmj faitlt our SavlouTy whojbmii do 4 
tnintcle in mymamej ibai catt ^Myf^ak eM^fme^. In 
HSoe manner i^ may be aHlrtnedy that no^ lOffti ^«Mb lieaf t 
is renewed hj a divine t^oetice, can ^^ecdi Hgbtly.'of that 
.iijfluencB. Whflft, thefefore, a t^nteflnptttotis treMmeiit 
eif tlie H(^jr Spirit, thd indeed a t«ftallndi&nsBce to hk- 
gracicms 0|icrati:oM» «Sbrd a fad pvodf ^wt iaeo arc utter' 
ftrangfcrs' to fche fio^er 6f relijgion ; the ito««rii» magr be 
ixafonebljr coocldded of -afll ^l^ijofe^ who not only gi¥«&m< 
vffedct to thk leadxk^ doArinq of 4i^iife 4Bevlatio»| but -aie 
^deeply firbfible'of^its utilhy and 4fa$l»ft«aoe, ocaiBNdQeit 
theu^ibtk)aent and e^i»e{t ftqueii -t^HMten, thtft thcf; 
Baay cxpciieiice thefc iilflttcnc«?s. 

Agaiir, as CHrift Is theibundation €b:¥4icil tkis^ buM*- 
idg is raided, the x:orkier«ft^no^n t^idithe ho|^ ofthe good ' 
man entirely cefts 5 and aS'^&ith in hia^is a fiolvetfel, aid 
indeed on^ effednal mean of uniting us td God, and qmck- 
ening ut to^'obodience, fo a fuitabk regatti to die pei^bfi, 
4a6bine, and grace of this Ahaiighf^' Samor, is-aaother 
plain and natural criterion of the reality and pxcTalence of 
, religion in our hearts. 7^ ypu tluft^ biii4V0y &ys the^p^le 
Bcter, b^ it frecieu^j-i Aiid the apoftle John nxentioos 
^ar c^nftdii^ thmt Jefu$ is ibe Son ofGod^ (a phraie wlach 
mports ottr confidence ki hin,. and ready confeot to the 
gncious projj^ofels of fi^vatioa by him) as a- proof that 
-Gid dwellttb in •#, fid not in God X^ 

tSk in whom this work i»begua^ will alfo be^&arftil of 

eveix 

• ♦^Maik ix. 39. t ' Pe^ »*• 7«* « % r Johniv. 15, 
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'YtnerytHng whicK hat)), inr his apprehenSoii, a tendency ^ 
preheat its pro^efe. A temper tid[% of which ChriAiaas 
ufiialfy give ^jery ftriking proo£s in the early part of their 
profeflkm. Next to the ^ced iiidulgciice of fin, th<M:c is 
nothing whkh has a more aataral effed to weaken the vi- 
tal powers of teligioa, than a heedkfs dc£uliQSj bebftvioiuv 
a wanton oottformity to thosftannors of die wodd« ^uid an , 
unnecefl^fy conne^tion^ withv9»in and wicked men. Tea- 
clemelsy therefbfe^.of continence, a qtiick ijsnfibiUty to the 
'£rft appcoachesof temptation, -and a dread of grieving the 
;lioiy 3pijat, .are a^bla proofs, of the reality of ii^xnal re- 
;l]gion. 

Asth'-sMo « (erious ^attention to tho{r mefijis by which 
t tHb work is ufually begun and oanied oa« He who is aliv« 
^towards God, wiJl have his ear open to receive inBju&icai 
^Jrom the. voiccvof Providence, and the miniftry of the word^ 
.iM>r can he live in the utter negle^of the feveral private 
^^and ibcial duties of worfhip, no, nor content himfelf with 
^the mere'ibrmal difchargeof iuch duties^ wkhout enteripg 
^into the fpiiitof them. 

He will al& leel an a&dion for thofe> in whom he be- 
lieves this uxork is wrought, -efteeming them the excellent 
iof the earth, -and accounting then brethren in^Chrid, and 
fellow-heifs of eternal life. Nor can he be wholjy defli- 
- tute of -a concern for others, especially bis friends and rela- 
"tions, that t})ey may be partakers with himi of the infinitely 
rich and invaluable gifts^of divine, grace.— In fine, he will 
give proof of the genuinenefsof his religion, In his life and 
converfatiofi, the geaerxd courfe^f which, allowing for the 
.unavoidable imper&dioas of the pte&nt ilate, will be ho- 
nourable, ufe^l, aaxl exemplary. 

And now, h ^ms g^ work hfgUH in jiettvC^riflian ? Let 
me coiigratulate you on youruftfpeakable felicity j and ear- 
neftly exhort jou to be thankfal to>the great Author of it, 
to ejEprefs your ^gratitude by labouring heartily wi;h him in 
the work, and to ^comfort yourfelf with the afluran^e -in the 

text. 
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text, that i^ will perform u untUtbe day ofjifus Cbrifl^^^ 
Are you flill doubtful about it ? Let me^ exhort you to add , 
prayer to felf-examination, and ihoU fervently to befeech* 
God to give you a right undcrftanding of the f^ate of your 
foul, that you may net, on the one hand, perplex yourfelf 
with unreafonable and groundlefs fears, ^nor on the other^ . 
flatter yeurfelf with vain and pre&imptuous hopes,-«-But, is 
it a clear point that you have hitherto been an utter ilran* 
ger to real, vital, pra6Ucal religion ? Let me in one word 
«xpreis the pity 1 feel for you in this your miferablc ftate, 
and my earned wiihes, that, feniible of your <dat^er^ you 
may flee from the wrath that is to come, lay hold on eter- 
nal life, and become. a happy partaker of all the iich plea- 
fures of religion here, and of the unutterable joys with which . 
It ihall be crowned hereafter. 

P A R T IL 

The impprt of the text, tlmf GoJ will perform the good 
nvork be bath begun in. the Cbriflian until tbe day of Jefut 
CbriJI ; hath been coniidered. And I come now, 

II. To lay before you the grounds of our confidence re- : 
fpc£ling this matter 5 or, in other words, the principles . 
whence it may be certainly cpncluded, that religion, if it 
be genuine, (hall prevail over all oppofition, till at length 
it is perfe6ted in eternal glory.—" If it be genuyie," I fay, ; 
bccaufe it is real religion only that is the fubje^l of our pre- 
fcnt confideration 5 and not the mere femblance or external 
profeflion of it. — And I add, " that it fhall prevail over all 
** oppofition,'' becaufe it does meet with oppofition in the 
bed of men, and of confequence, fometimes aiTumes an ap- 
pearance very unpromifing, and which threatens its final 
diflblution. 

Now the queftion thus dated, is highly intereding and 
important, as the very earned and emphatical manner in ; 
■ which the apodlc expreffcs himfelf, cUaily intimates— Be- 
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^ifg cohfident, fays he, of this very tbing'^. And it is ca- 
pable of fuch proof as will warrant a firm perfuation of it. 
' For if it be admitted, (and I think the plaiaand obvious 
fenfe of the words requires it), that the apoftle's confidence 
did not arife, mer-ely from ibme private affurance he might 
have received from Heaven refpe61ing the Philippians, 
bat froin the nature of the work itfelf, and "the divine infhi- 
c/hce in it ^ it follows that his reafoning is equally applica- 
ble to all real Chriftians, of wliom it may likewife be af- 
firmed that God hath begun a good work in them. And 
^k is remarkable that he adds in the next verfe, Even as U 
is meet for me to think f this cf you alL 

This view therefore of the matter will naturally lead iis 
'^nto theie two enquiries, 

I. How far it may be preRimed frotn the nature of reli- 
^on itfelf, that it is an abiding principle ? And, 

II. Which is the niain confideration, What grounds we 
have to conclude, that God will exert his iuHuence for the 
prefcrvation of it f 

There is fome analogy bettveen this argutUent and that 
^f the immortality of the foul. From the nature of the 
foul, which is fpiritual, and, fo far as we can difcover, hath 
^no feeds or .principles of diffolution in it like the body \ it 
fhould feem to have been defigned for eternal duration* 
Yet, as no creature is independent of the Creator, it is evi- 
dent that the continuation of its exiftence mufl be the re- 
falt of the will and influence of the firft great caufe of all 
things. Since therefore the light of nature could afford no 
pofitive proof of the immortality of the foul, there was great 
need of a revelation from God to decide the queflion \ which 
accordingly Scripture hath done. In like manner, it fliould 
fccm highly probable from the nature of religion, that it \s 
an abiding principle, or fuch a qualification or endowment 

Vol. II. P of 
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t)i tltc mind as w!ll aevfr be «iitirelf annihiTateil aad loft« 
Yet, as iu pce&ryation depends upon a coatinnti itKtnkm 
4>f that energy wlijck £rii gave It eyUleoGe, Mr jmiil faai» 
recourfe to the word of God for that affmaace wefpto^ag 
thts matter which its knppztance Be^ire3»-*xXct us the« 
begin, 

- I. Wkh enquinag, How far it m9f ht pfiefiuncd firttfi 
the nature of reUgion itielf, that it k an abldii^ principle f 

s New, tf reUgipa oon(i Aed only ia feint and gemoral fpecsu 
latioBS of tkt mind, whkh hav9 at b^ but a caAtal and 
tranfieBt influence on a manis temper and condud y it were 
not to be wondered that its continuance iiould be dpubtU 
and pMc^notts. We f^ie ^tngs at one time in a very dif- 
ferent light from that in which we viewiJiem at anotheiu- 
Our paffions are vario¥iny moved and a&ded« ^ud jof 
•coniequence^ our actions thuf guided and influenced, are ia- 
cenftant and irreguiaiu But, in that bc^art which is really 
renewed by the grace of God, there is a {iefy^ bdicf of the 
^eat leading truths of religion, a deep fenfe of their impoe- 
^ance, a i^^d aU^orrencejof j^di &i, a preirazHog defice to 
pieafe God, and an habitual preference of the comforts and 
hopes, which i^ring feom the divine &vour, to any othe«: 
enjoyments whateveiu >Iow is it probable, Ais being die 
ftate of the mind, that there ftould ever be a total revohi^^ 
tion in it ? fuch a revolution, as that from a full aCurance 
of the plaineft truths, a man ihould degenerate into dowiv- 
xight fcepticiim or infidelity ? from a deep and weighty 
conviftion of the vaft importance of his everlaftlnginterefta, 
he (hould come to consider them of very trifling coaile- 
^ence ? frojn an ardent concern to approve himfelf to God, 
he fiiould not only fink into floth and indiflEerence, but be 
Med with bitternefs and enrdity againft that gr^at and good 
Being ? and in finie, that inilcad of ret^iwpg the relilh and 
favour he once had for the pure and fubflantial pleafure& of 
religion, he (hould contraft an utter antipathy to thpm ? U 
this I fay probsd^ ? 

li 
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it h e^y to feft liow tl>e fiikh ©£ a Chtiflijin ihay be (hook 
fy t^ Jsddsil adSMilts of temptation, and b^ unexpe^ed 
mid hLr^ti&xt>gevcn& of life ^ but bow the very feeds of It 
^oM be tmadly er«lica^cd and deftmyed, is bird to ima- 
gifte. It if oiiCf tof fet how the cares of the world may 
o^race to di^ef t hb att^otkwi fdf a white from^ the great 
Objefts idf «eltgio»^^ but how tbaf deep imprefiicn of their 
importance, which bud pefietrsited his very heart, diould be 
^iitirefy effaced, i» very dffikuh to be-apprehendtid. It h 
^kfy to fee hew^ fk^ by afiuming fai^ appesratices, naty iut« 
priie aii4 captivate the good man y but how he Ihotdd quiet^ 
if yield to ^ opprefioft of t^ tyrtim' he hath ib mach ab< 
borred n&d^ dreadbd, is flion: utntocOttiitabk. The Hvefy" 
and ingoii&D» it^ls of Io\« to Grod; tt^ alfo thfcmgh tariotf» 
eaufes^ be Mpcndtd ^ but how is it iifiagiiKcble, th^ a he»t 
Jttpflsgnated with this divitic principle, feookl be fufceptl- 
M cifXit ftf lea^ beittcliaed to adnofit malevoktit ai^ trai- 
llefdtis fefithbeAttrand ^St&iarts towards that iteft lovely of 
iA BdfjgSw-fiieh dffpoGtlons as eonHitute the ehtf^ets of 
^mgMj txtett f Nbt i» ic f<^»t:«fy a fttppo(kbIe cafe, thi^ he 
Irtid hath tailed the refined pleaftires of eornmunitfa #jtb 
€k>d, and the hope of ft> better world, ftiibiild deliberately, 
and with Che full confent of hir^ itlind, renounce tbem aH 
Ibr the perifi)iDg^et>foyaiefits of tixfte afid fenfe. 

The ttatter may be illuftrated by lAftattces fimiewlMt 
tMi^n TaAe and geniu^^ natural temper, early prejudiced, 
and vicious^ hftbits, are rarely altered, and never without 
rile greatsft difficufty overcome : fo that with refpe^ t^ 
thcfe thiftgsv tooft n»en carry^tfie fame complexion with 
them ajl through lifie : what they were in the beginning 
they in the main continue to be to the laff^ We fliotild fooic 
upon it as a fltange phdenomenon, to fee one who had di& 
covered an early third for knowledge, become averfe to 
kitclltf<aual improvements — a man of a fwect, eafy, natural 
temper, become morofe and obftinate — or he who had beert 
Bemarkable for bis firaplicity and integrity, become crafty 

Mid 
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and frtuchileflt;. How improbable is it then tb'at ndigfoi^. 
which, if it be genuine mad have taken fail hold on the 
hearty and mingled itfelf with the vital punciplei- of the 
ibul,ihould he torn thence by furcounding temptations, or 
fall an entire facrifice to oppofing palEons and eorruptions ? 
Tba heathens themfelves- entered fo far into the fpirit of 
this reafoniog, refpeding the. habits of .virtue and moralitjs 
t]iat we fometimes hear them making their boail of their 
philofophers and great men, that you might as- foon divert 
the fun from his courfe, as turn them f^gm the prance of 
truth and righteoufnefs. 

But if we farther confidei, to what the operations of re^ 
Bgion do in their own nature tcnd,.or the refped they have. 
to fome future attainment, or ftate of perfedioo ^ it (hoal4 
from thence alfo feem that it ia an abiding principle. We 
cannot think oifeed fown in the ground, without annexing 
the idea of Its expanding, fpringing up, and at length ar» 
rjving to maturity, and producing its own proper fruiU 
The idea of cbildb^od hath a marifeft relation to mai^ 
kood ^.fo that, according to the common courfe of thio^ 
it is expe£bed an infant will grow to the (l:atore of a man» 
and that reafon will gradually improve and (Irengthen, till 
it ripens into that ftate in which it ufually appears at full 
age, A work begun is^ ai relative phrafe, and hath no meatk» 
ing- in it, if not confideted in reference to that perfedioa 
which was originally defigned and planned. Now, though 
in each of tbefe inftances it is.poITible the end may not be 
attained ,-^the feed may. perifti in the ground-*the child 
may die in its infancy- -and the work may not be finifhed %. 
yet fuch events are unna'tural, and to beafcribed rather to 
fome pofitive external influence, than to any immedi* 
ate tendency, in the things themfelves to diflblution*. 
In like manner, may it not be reafonably. prefumed 
from the nature of religion, which is frequently thus 
dcfcribed, that it will abide till it arrive at a Hate of per* 
fc<Etion in eternal glory ? To this (late its principles, powers 

and. 
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miS dpcmtiotfft mai^feltly wsd : fo that if it Were real- 
ly dtffelved and lo^, its proper efki w<»u}d not be attained \ 
M0t €OuM tht« happen,, but kwBtk UnAt force fiipener t^ 
tbut which It hath in itfelf. And iq fuch cafe it might be 
jaid^ it, as of the death ef an infant or a yi^ung plant, that 
its difibhition was untimely and untvatura). As to the quef- 
tion, What |[roand we have to conclude that no fach ex* 
i^tial feme ihati prevail to its total defliodion^ that^ 
jffiH cewm to be ^onfidered alrnvf afds^ 

In the mean while let me el^erve, that this hi^ proba^ 
feiltty, arifuig (ron the nature of reli^on, that it is aD«^'^ 
^ng ^ifKt^U; is ooniitnied- bjp eorrefpondent defcriptiona^ 
ipren Its of it in Seripttice. And indeed thefe deicription» 
W it are fe luU and clear, that I think from them the cer- 
tainty of its continuaffice' iaay be fairiy proved . ' » The 
Chridian it fatd i^ have ttern^ life *, whidh may be well 
cjtplaineil, not oi^ of his bein^ entilledto futwre happinefr^ 
htut of hi^^having the feedsof vhe diXrinelifeid him : fiace it 
is eHewhere declared, tWt A^ balkf Hetntii life a^uiing im 
Ifim^ aftd tlnH be dweffe^k in CrW, tfW Gwl f» bm, f • And 
what wwrdr eaa more {^Vj wh^ Arongly exprefe the trutk - 
1 have beeji' efttbli^hiiig > ReKgion i$ a living principle ^ 
that principk it in its own nature eterrtiA i and it Mbixlelb^ 
thoeHtthy continueth i» him who hath it. Our Saviour 
ftot only fpeaks of it as living water ^ but nflkres ut,. that 
$bii wmter fitill be in him /^wbom be gpoer iir, a well of wit^r 
ter Ringing up into everlaftirtg lifsX^ The well may be 
deep> and difficult to be come at \ nay it may for a while be 
ftopped it|>, covered with earth, and the furfece of it fe 
difguifed as that it can hardly be known where it is : yet 
the fpring abides, and hath fuch fbrce in it'at again to tv^Orlc 
its way through every obArnltion, till at length it rifts iot» 
cverlailinglife ||,— This notion of religion is alfo farther coa<- 
[ by what oUr Saviour fays of the efle6^, which the wa- 
P3 t€j| 

« John ill. 3d. t » John iii. 1 5^ Chap, iv. 1 tf. 

tJ6hQi^t4» tSb;it(vV£mmaoiicl. 
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ter of life produces in thoft wlio djink \U TbeyJBaff never 
tbirji* ; that is, it ffaall fo far fabdue their eager defire o( 
earthly things, as that that defire (hall oo more be the rulti^ 
predominant paffion in their breafts»«— -With tkis accoont of 
the matter agrees likewiie the metaphorical langoage of the 
apoftle John, who defcribes it as the anointing which Chri* 
Aians have received »/ God -^^ Me alludes to the ancienir 
ctremoflj of un^on, ufed at the tmuguration of kings and 
piieAs \ and whjch was deiigned to^ejiptefs, not only their 
inveftiture with thofe offices, but their qualifications for^ 
them by the defcent of the Spirit upon them* In lika 
manner, the grace of God is that holy^ oil, that rich per# 
iiime poured upon Chriiliaas, by which they are not onlf^ 
devoted to, but prepared and <|ualified for the ditties of 
their facred profefFion. And this anointing ahideth in 
tbvm ; it fo mingles itfelf with the powers and affeflions 
of the foulj as that the fragrant odour is never to be whoU/ 
diffipated^ and:loft . — To which I will add, that as the Chri* 
ftian is faid to be born of God, fo we are aflured that hi* 
feed remainetb-in him J 5 which is clearly to be underftood 
of that new nature, fpirlt and- temper communicated to hiiD^ 
«nd which however k may fometimes be enfeebled apd 
weakened, yet retains fuch force and energy in it as to pre^ 
vent his committing^ Jh^ that is, gvofs fins, or however bb 
|)erpetrating them with deliberation and confent, and for tr 
continuance, as is the chara^er and pra£Hce of wicked mem 

And now from the nature of religion, as it thus Aands 
defcribed in Scripture, we may I think with confidence 
prefume that it is an abiding principle^ And ^ I am led 
to enquire, 

II. What grounds we have to conclude that God wiU. 
exert his influence for the preferving and bringing it to 
perfection ? 

Here you fee the queftion is changed from the natural 
incorruptibility of religion, to the care thaS God will take 

of. 
♦ John Iv. 14, t I Jolm ii' 27# % i Joiin iii. 9* 
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•f ih For it is a poffiblc tKing that that wWch is in its 
own na^ue immortal, I mean, hath not in itfelf any feed 
•r principle oi^dtSc^ution^ may yet be dellroyed by ibme 
ibperior esttcrnal force | and that that vrhich is capable of 
a farther degree of perfeftion, may through' the want of 
«n external conciirring inflaence, fail of the end for which 
it was formed. The foul, for inftance, having no principles 
of corruption in^itfelf like the body, may be faid to be na« 
turally immortal : yet furely that* almighty power whichf 
created the foul^ of any power fuperior to it, if Go<f 
pem^t, may put an end to its exiftence. Atid fo the feed 
fewn in the ground; though il^ hath in it the Aamina or 
firft principles of all that perfe^on proper to its particu* 
lar fpecies 5 yet if the heat and moidure which the fun and 
rain afford, are wkhhekl, it will remain in its prefetit ftatey 
and not attain to that maturity, with a view to which it 
was originally creMed. In the fame manner we may rea-*^ 
fon as to religion .» Though it is- in its own proper nature 
incorruptible, it being the feed or begSnniiTg of eternal life j 
yet it is not independieiit of God, and therefore if he with- 
draws his (hpport an^ influence, it may, it will be over-< 
powered and d^royed^by temptation and (in. Andthougfl 
k is capable of higlver- and nobler attainments, and natu- 
sally afpircr to them ; yet if the neceffary means of fudi 
attainmeatrave withheld, it can never arriyeto its proper 
flate of maturity. From whence it follows that li&n/ di- 
vine energy which firft gave it exiflenee muft be farther 
exerted' in order to its prefervation and final perfe^ion.. 
And indeed the neceflity of this is evidently implied in 
thofe paflages, which fpeak of Chriftians being kfft by the 
power <ifG9d through faith unto faivatipn *" j and of their 
being made meet tO' he partakers of the inhertrance of the 
faints in iigfjt f . 

Let us then enquire, What ground we have to expc^ 
that fuch an influence will be exerted in favour of the real 

Chriftian ? 
» I Pet. i. 5. % Col.>i». 
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Cbraftikn ?-^Th« reil ChridiMi» I &y^ bcoao6; tSm eotf&f 
se{pt6t$ hiA oidy^ and not tbe mere noniofti prefeflbr^ 
iNow Ums maUflt majr, (thiok^ ke refted lij^ft tb« two fibui 
ftrgumeoU tlie ttM fii^efts. and- wkich tli«felbrc we mQ 
bf icfly coniidcr— Ti^/ G<9^ i(«?i6 ^^gtm 0g^od t0ork m ^ 
Qkrifiiat^ and tber^m wii fim^k u^^Axkd that ke ks^k 
»xprtfUi^ proimUdhe voilifaiijh it :■ £(»r what kaco foUow^ 
in the i^y of an inference orcron^tl^oi^ tnay be eoafidc^* 
ed as a pofitive deelaration^ of bit> gfaeious tnteiiticm re* 
%eding this^ naatter, axid faatti ^le ooncttit4ai fdp^offt of 
suoy 6tlict proaQifes oftbe like imports 

FiasT. G9d b4ih begum a good wcrh im dft CbrifiimH^ 4H§i 
^erefort it may be naturaily oonduded be wiUfifU/b ii. 

So we coooaoBly reafoa in re^d of \\h eondu^ ol iktmp 
and upon afiairs of very trttikx^ coidefa^ice in 0OBttfan£Ni> 
witb tbat of wbicb- we ase hete^dUcovaimg^ Id I fee a largie 
and fair buiidiAg rifii^ tttto>esii(lenQey a» k fbeU aot doul^' 
that tbere is fbmt onrwbobtfrb^Ikidthe plaa^ nad uodetta*' 
ken to execixu it ',, fi> fiona tbe obftraSau^ol tbe asebice^i 
hbin tb4 e^ienfiventtf^ of tbe plaif^. ^oat ^ expenet be 
batb been at to provide materkdl^fer tbe work, tand^ m Bat^ 
Item bis b^ing begun it; and made fcibe ffofrthlk k^ 1 
(b^l <:ert^inly infef, tbat bir wili: by and bye bring it t4t|^ 
flerfe^on.. For,. i» oau Imcad fejSj Wkwb cfy^u ia^ndi^ 
$0 huiid # tower, Jkittb not dinmfiffi^ dnd c$Mmtetk the €90^ 
wbethtr be hove fuj/kient to fioijb U f lej^hopif^ efier bit 
baib loid tbe foundoiwH^ ond i> noi Okie tofinijh it^ oiiihed 
heboid bim beiti» to mock him^ Joying-^ This man begem 40 
hittfd^ end wot not obie to^mifi ♦• How ter> ibc^dibk 
is it tben^ tb^ tbe yeied Go^ (ho«dd frame a defigti of 
fiicb finite tftibty and importanee^ as tbut of reooveriag. 
finners from tbeir apoftacy, and preparing Aem foe tkr 
fruition of binrfelf in heaven 5 that he ihouW, at fo vaft aft 
expence, provide the nece^ry tneanfi to this great eftd ^ 
fbat Uirough tbe infiteienee of Ins ^race tbefe means diould' 

tak^ 
<* lal^esiv. a8, 2p, 30. 
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^aiLe-effeft-Upoii their hearts, and the outlines of their, fix- 
ture perferf charadter fliould appear in their tempers and 
lives > and yet that he-ihould, after all, withhold (vich far- 
ther degree* of grace, as are requ^ite to fecure them froiji 
the violence of lin and temptation, and to bring this good 
work, which he had himfelf be^in, to the defired perfec* 
tion ? 

God is, we know, infinitely wife and all-powerfuL 
Wherefore we may be affured, that whatever plan he lay s^ 
it is adjufted in fuch a manner, and the execution of it re- 
ceives fuch continual fupport from himfelf, that it cannot 
fail of taking effc^ft.. He knoweth ibe end from the b^gin» 
ning, *, and worieth all things after the counfel of his own 
«;///f.— This great bufinefs of forming an immortal mind 
for the exalted duties and pleafures of religion here, and 
for a peufedion of happinefs and glory hereafter, is evident* 
Ijr the work of God, as hath been already (hewn.— It is a 
work, evfery way worth;^ jf that great B^ng, and wheo 
completed, will afford one of the mod flriking difplays of 
his power and goodnefs.^Its importance far exceeds that 
of any other concern whatever j and the happinefs not on*» 
ly of the good man himfelf,^. but of multitudes belides, is 
affected thereby.-— Thofe in whom it is wrought, are repre- 
fentedin Scripture as the objeds of the divine choice and 
affe£lion j^ a chofen generation^ a peculiar people^ fuch whom 
he hath.formed fop himfe/f and who love him^ becaufe he 
J^rfl loved. them J, And wliat deferves our-particulat coiv 
lideration is, that the meafures infinite wifdoni hath taken, 
in order to open the way for this difplay of Almight j; 
power and goodnefs,. are moft expenfive, and fuch as may 
' naturally lead us. to conclude that the event is the fpecial 
objeiEl of his attention and regard. Let us, in a few words,, 
enter into this laft idea, though indeed it comprehends ia 

it 

* Ifa. xlvi, 10. f Eph i. ir. 

X, I Pet. ii. 9, Ifa. xliii. at. i John iv. i^ 
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it fo many important truths, tliat it cannot be ftilly dSculKfJl 
Here. 

It IS not merely by m a& of tfic divine wift t^il ajio- 
Aate men are recovered add f^ed. Sometbhlg fiiither is^ 
aeccffary. The rights of God*s law and gOVerntocnt muft 
be aflerted' and maintained, and prtf^on foade upon equi- 
table confiderations for the exertion of that influence, by 
which they who are tso be finally happy may be <jualifie<r 
for the participation of that happSiefs.^ To thefe ends the 
Son of (jod beconies incarhate, fuffet^ the p^uns of di^ath 
in their (lead, arifes from the dead, afcends up into heaV^n^ 
and there eveif fives to niake intefCfciiidn for theW. So dTr 
they redeemed by his blood, accept^ in him, and givj^ td^ 
liim as the reward of his Ihffilfrings ** And lb li Be ttStnHt-- 
tuted their living head, entroAed ^iA alf the tkh bleffin|^ 
of grace dbfigned to be beftox^d upon thettt, dfid appcofaat^ 
cd the grand medfum t<A the COtnAtffiSeitidn 6f ttie Hcfy 
Spirit^ to whofe influence this good WOrk, tjf ift^ch I haVcr 
l^en difconrfing,,is more iiiunedxitely attributed f • 

And now, who that coniidefs all thefe diings, tfie p^iv 
laid in the cOUnfels of HeaV^n, for the redemption dnd iat^ 
▼ation of finners, the dignity of our Sa^oUr^s charafter^ 
the value of his preCiou^ blood, the viSory he hatb oV^ 
Gained over the powers of daiknefs,' ^e preVafency of his^ 
iiitercefljon, the audiority he exercifeft over tfttf univerfe,. 
Ihe fpecial care and affedion which he affttres us he hath 
for his faithful' people, the influence which, through his^ 
mediation, is exerted for the renovation of their hearts, 
and the wife ordering all the affairs of life, even the mina- 
teft of them, fo as^beft to contribute tto th^ir real welfiure ; 
who, I fay, that duly weighs all thefe things, but muft join 
iflue with the apoille in his concluflon, Thai he who haib 
legun a^good work in tbt Cbriftidh^ wiiiptrform it until ibe 

day 

♦ \&& XX. aS, X Pet. \, i8, ip. Eph. i. ^. Ifa. liil lo, — m 
t Eph. iv. 15^15^. Col. i. 18, 19, Johu i. 16. Chap. xvi. ^ 
Titriii.Sr6* , 
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^^ ^ J^^ ('^ifi -^-^^t ^t is jct farther to be wmem- 

Sfip<)W>l«^ Thai* Gi^ b^th f»f>r^ly dtcl^rcd be will Ji^ 
mj^ iil frr wl»t icxc faUpwa, Jn tjie way of an inf^renpe 
x>x condttftop, .I09J he ^ opfidered « a pofitivc aflurajficc of 
J^ gnuJou& p9^ppfe jii|d ffifoiiiti^n, 

^ Thc«J!Pftic i9^!paH5|»fi4ePi,as tp th« l^p^Ians, tjiat €a4 
«iroold cws^pleti? ^'^ba^ bf b^i bppn ii tbcn? j ?nd ^s he ar- 
gued frpxji tlic Xoiinde^ pw£y?les» fp he CQuJd not (efpc- 
<iM^ ^ b^ HW dw«»cly ia<i«u:Qd) be miftaken in his con- 
^IttAon^ His fepUftCe Vttft XW^ hf 4ecifive. Nor can it 
Xfinibn^Ujr ht dp^h*ed, that what he affirpjs with re^e^ to 
^b««^ 1' ^||i»3lijr ^fjiVcAble to ^1 thoTe whole chara^lers are 
£m^9C tp t^jieiw ^ ttot is^ jS^ch wjbp ?lx^ faints in Chrift Je- 
^/kf — who \x7ivpfejl9^fbifi in tke ^fj?el, wbqfe Jove ahounis 
in kmni^litdge^ ^mdin alljudfmfm^ who approve the (binf^s 
J^ are ex^eU/mt^ Qrg ^ncert — ^.nd bjFing fprth tke fruits. 
^f rigbtfQ^fiiefj, which Are by Jffus Cbrift unto the glory 
M^d praife 4^ God** Sim^, ^y-efore, H is a general apd 
j>x>iiXixe aflbctipB^ which coacenw all r^pal Chriflians, it may 
^eU te ftd^ntt^d as a j;rQUnd of confidence with refpedl t9 
/^b periboft, 

H^ve I might lecite a great ipany paffag^s of Scripture, 
^M^Juch ip^ak tfee fame language ivith the text. . But 1 (hall 
Cfii)fioe luyfelf to a few only, which, if taken in their natu- 
n^, eafy, aj»d plain intendq^nt^ pannot n^elhinks fail of both 
iUuiirstili^g ^ud ef pl^niog the matter we have been confi- 
d^ring. Not to infift, therefore, on tliofe Scriptures which 
de^pe the oe<ce|[ary connexion between faith and falva- 
ti©n J a$ where ow §aviou|::a5rure§ us. That he wh^i believes^ 
fh0ll biifyvddy ^"^ ft all never die f : — Thofe which defcnbc 
the LAtural progref$ of religipn, from its fijft rUe to its final 
per&^ii^ \ as whe?e the wife man fays, l^he path of the 
ji^ if as thefbiniflg light ^ that flnneth more and more unto 

♦ Vcr. I, 5. p, 10, IX* t Mark xvL 16. John xi. zC, 
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lrt4 HELIGtON 11I9< 

^e perfeB day * ; and Job, The righteous Jhall hold on lih 
^uay^ and be tbAt, hath clean hands Jhall he Jlr anger and 
jftronger^ .•-^Thdfe which fpeak oi God'^ shaking an ev^r^ 
/qfting covenant with his people^ not to turn awayfiomihem 
io do them good; and oi\As putting his fiar in their hearts^ 
iff at they JhaU fiot defiarf from hifn % .•—And thofe many 
other paflages which affure us, That God i^nows them that 
ere his^ fhat he keeps them hy bis power through faith utito 
/dlvaiioni that they 2LTt preferred in Chfift^ and, in atford^ 
' that his continued life, mediatien, and intercefiion, are the 
grounds of their hope of attaining to eternal happineis-H.— • 
Not, I fay, to infift on thefc Scriptures, it will fufi^e brief- 
ly to iiluftrate a fie w others, which cannot methiidcs, with- 
out offering an unnatural violence to them, be linderflood 
in any other fenfe than that affixed to the text. 

In that remarkable paffage of the prophet Ifaiah, whick 
foretels the gentlenefs of our Saviour^s adiniRi(b*ation, and 
its prevalence, notwlthftanding, trver afll oppofition, there 
is fuch a defcription given of his kind and condefcending 
regards to the weakeft of his people, and to thofe in whom 
the firft fymptoms of real religion ap{»ear, as ftrongly ex- 
press his refolution to finifti the good work, wherever his 
grace hath begun it. Ahruifed reed Jhall he not break ^ 
and fmoaking flax Jhall he not quench^ till he fend forth 
judgment unto viBory § . ** Be the condition of his faith- 
** ful difciples ever fo mean and defpicable, or the difcou* 
" ragements they meet with in their Chriftian courfe ever 
** fo numerous and powerful, inftead of rejecting and for- 
^* faking them, he will eflfe^lually fiipport and ftrengthen 
** tkem, till he make the caufe of righteoufnefsWd truth 
" completely vidorious.^'-— When our Lord, in the cha- 
rader of a (hepherd, would exprefs his affe(E^ion for the 
iheep, and his refolution to guard them from the afiaults of 

Sataa 

* Prov. iv. 18. \ Job xvii. 9. % Jer. xxxii. 40. 

I) 2 Tim. ii. ip. 1 Pet. i. 5. Jude i. John xiv. i^. Heb. vii. 25. 

§ Mat. jiii. 20. 
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Safl^ tlic dtvourkig lion, and of evtff adverfaiy wio wduli 
deprive them of that etemai iifeht gives them; he folemn- 
ly declares, Jbeyjhall never perijb^ neither JhuU any ^luc%. 
them out of my hand.^^AxA he adds, My Father who gUve* 
tbem me^it greater than aii^ and none u ahleJo f^uck fhen^* 
out of my Father^ t hdnd^. So that the care and tender- » 
nefs of Chrifl the Mediator, and the alimghty power of his . , 
father, who hath given them to hlia that he might redeem. 
tbeA with his blood, are united for their continual protecwi. 
tion and final ialvaition. — To the fame purpofe the ^>oftle. 
ipeaks, when, having comforted the Romans and himfelF,. 
amidft all their fufferings in the caufe of religion, with the. 
profpefl of a certain and glorious vi^ory through him that 
liad loved them, he adds. For I am perfuaded^ that neither. 
•Jeath^ nor life^ nor angels^ nor prine'^alites^ nor pDwers^, 
^r things prefent^ nor things to come^ nor height f' nor deptk^, 
-nor any other €reature^ fhail be able tofeparate us from the. 
hve^fGod which is in Chr{fi Jefus our Lord f. As if he, 
bad faid, ^^ I may well be allowed to triumph even in the. 
*^ midfl of the combat, fince I am confident, that neither . 
** the dread of death, arrayed in all the terrors that per ft- 
** cution can devife ; nOr the deiire of life, excited by every 
** imaginable profpeft of woildly wcajth and pleafure •, nor 
** the united oppofition of infernal fpirits, whatever rank. 
** they may hold, and how furious foevcr their rage may 
** be J nor events prcfent or future, be they what they may ; 
** nor the height of profperity, nor the depth of advcrfity ; 
•* nor any other creature throughout the univerfe ; ihall be 
** able to feparate any of us, who are Chriilians indeed, 
" from the love of God, which he hath given us in Chrift 
*^ Jefus, and which is fo fecured to us in him, as that it ihall. 
** never be loft."— The general refledlion alfo which the 
apoftle John makes upon the apoftacy of fome in thofe ear- 
ly times^ who pretended they were Chriftians, when they 
ttally were not fuch, falls in clearly with the point we have 
Vol. II. . Q^ ^ been 

* John X* a 8, a^. f Rom. viii. 38, 3p. 
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J3S ^ «tfLlOtOll«lf 

%een eftabBffclng, If ib^ hmd k^tm of »/, OfeywdtU m 
doubt have continued with- us *, ^ U with us thief hadjQD- 
^^tered into the fpirit of the g«^i, and &k the iavrari 
•^ power of it upon their h«£uts, they-^iwovld doubtle&. hftv« 
^ iliH adhered to vu. Their vW\«& hcing fiaeete and-op^ 
"^ right, they wouM ha^^-feevno^eaitfe rto fttr&iDe as, aad- 
^ the grace of God would have Penned them &^m the 
^ temptations to which .they llo*d esfKofisd^ ^ hath, bow* 
^* ever, fo happcnedi ibtit they might, kem4uie m^ifo/ir yi^ai 
*^ they really are, and that their ]Wi«ight ^vvn a wftMiiag 
^ to others ; becaufe herebyit appenc^that n%t mU who are 
^' with us in the profeffion of the gofpel, Mr^andeed oi our 
^ number, as true and genuine ChriftianB. Sut y^^b^me pM 
•* unBionfrom the Holy One^ undj^ kftowtflil things^ that 
^.is, Ye have fuch an anointing .i)f the Holy SpiHt^ and^ 
'^^luch an expertmental acquaintance with. all the efientiat. 
•* truths of Chriftianity, as wJU .effcduidly prrreni jsout- 
^ falling into thofe fnarcs, which have proved ^t%l to thefc 
-** unhappy apoftate$.'*— N^r can I forgetfto munition the, 
Temarkable promife made originally to J«ibua, and which 
ilioft certainly belongs to all the pec ^\e of God, as,j^p((eai:s 
fiH)m the manner, of its appOcation iu'the eptftle \Xk the He* 
brews J / v)Hl not, I wiU apt letive thee^ t wili nefoer^ nt* 
wr, never forfake thee: f»r luch^ the emphnfis of the ori- 
^nal f . Language this, which conveys a ilrong idea^of 
the im^nutabSj^y of the divine love 3 and as it is deiig^ed 
ta encourage our confidence in Xjod^s re^dinefs to aHiA .us 
on all occafionsyftnd amidft^he greateft difficulties and temp- 
tations, fo adds no iinall weight to the general argument. 

On thefe confiderations then, may vtt, reft our firm pcr- 
fbafioQ, That God will perform tbe^ood worJt be bath he-^^ 
gun in every rent CbrijHati, 

And now, to clofe the whole. Let me xenund yon, 
CfaniHans, of your infinite obligations to ,thf grace fi God^ 

♦ 1 Johft ii. 19, 40. 
\ Hcl>. liih s- ^ ^' ^ ^**'» ¥>* i f«» « lyiutm^^m* 
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^Toa cannot ^e enough thankful. The foundation of your * 
liope IS laid in grace*, the fupcrftrudute is raifed by grace jr 
and tbe fopjtone lui'MzV length ke hnmgbt with fi^uHngf^ 
^^St Gr^^^i gfa€£ unto it, — And haying fubilantial rca-^ 
ibn to conclude that you ate Chrifti^ns indeed^ if what hath^ 
been faid is;fS:vfC yoi/have %el}t all ima^ntble caufe for 
chccrfulnefs and joj^^ as well' as gratitude and praife. — Nor 
will this dodrine, if rightly underilood^ prove an occafioii^ 
of ilbth and indifference to an ingenuous mind : on the con^ 
ttary , inflcad* of relaxing, it will itrengthen the nerves of 
the 0)>ll»a^dsM^ltiljr^ckeit^md invigorate the Chi»iliaa 
in his courfe of duty.-* And as to thofe who are difpofed tq^ 
mrn the grace of God into ikjcntjoufnefs, it is fufficient to^ 
c^ferve, that the remold csapttSMvi of fuch a temper mzy 
juftly authorifc a ftrpog prcf^imption^ that God hath not 
begun a good woi^ in that m»i^$ heart \ and that, there^ 
Jbre, the hopes with which fuch an one ibttets hhnfelf, are 
imti ,vai grouudlefsr But I am perfuaded better* thtog^ o£> ^ 
yoiV' brc^eu, and thiii|;s whioh acoosigaii; falvatiga^^ 



BTSl. 



yGo6gk 



DISCOURSE XVL 



' THE USE OF REIiKJION IN DEATH;, 



Yeay though I wali through the valley, of the Jhadovdr 
of death 9 1, will fear ^ na. evil ; for thou art with me^ 
. . thy rod and thy fluff they comfort me. 

O'T the many arguments ttat may be urged in farout 
of reSgidn, its ufefulnefs^ m dea^ is not die leaft*^ 
Nay this is an argument of fuch weighty confideration, that 
it might well demand our moil ferious attention, even thou^^ 
all idea orthe advantages whkh at prefent refiiih from reli- 
gion were held entirely out of view. For where is the 
man who would not Be glad to find himfclf in p(^effion of 
fomething^hat will adminifter comfort to his heart, when- 
all the refources of nature fail, andhe is juH upon the p^nt 
pf latttKhing into an unknown and eternal world ? Yea,, 
there is fcarce a man in the midft of life, be he ever fb much, 
intoxicated with its pleafures, who, while his thoughts are 
by fome circumftance turned upon death, doth not fecretly 
envy the ChriAian of thofe hopes and joys which- religion 
alone infpires. He may di£ike religion itielf, but to its 
utility at fuch a time, his confcience cannot forbear yield-^ 
ing this teftimony. Balaam vras a wicked man, yet he 
fpoke the feafe of his heart when he faid. Let me die the 

death 
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THE 0SE OP ^BLieKW, t&C» IS^v 

AaA «/*. iAif right eoUSi and itt my li^ft mi i^ liht his ♦.»- 
And if a glance onlj at death wiU force an acknowledge, 
meot of tfa&s fort from the Ups of m^a of pr<)fligatc Uves^ 
'What advantage may we BOt hope w^U refuU fvom a flead; 
contemplattob of it >' As ftiqh a vealizi^iprofped of our ^*. 
Hal diftdution wotdd-aat fail to plead Wrongly in favour of* 
the truth and impjOrtance of religion, f^s ^ ^ probable, it 
vottld pr«^ a poff erf^l meao^^vith the bkHuig of God, oC 
e&ncHi^^g our hearts to-thftt great^eveat. With this view 
I propofe now' ta diicourfe particularly of ^death. And: 
how great ^tt bo wy hl^pincifis, if,, whije I anv defcribing* 
its tercoars <» the one hand; a«d thiMt efl^6lual antidote which^ 
the grace of God ha^prolKided againi^ tboie tersors on ther 
other^I iihoold be an inftrupnent o£ Dinning one foi»l t^ the: 
IfaiFe and*<>bedfcn€.e ofXhryt r 

To this fubje6^ the words of the text naturally lead me^-' 
Barid was a g3:ej»t aQd'ini^t|f pnnc€ : ^dit ih^uld ieenk 
fi;om what*l[>Ilo*v.s In^tbe next yerfeythat- he was a* tbisr 
tfne in t]ie heightioft Hiorfcil^ f lo^rit^v B^t hi^ profperi* 
ty did not,. 95 is loo often? the ^fe with u^ baniih death 
fioon his ^iou^ii$(- ]^ta. He knew how to admit a coo* 
tfemplfitsui of thui fort amidA ^ moft cheerful f^enes*. 
^y hekne.w^h<]>w hereby' to aMbeanty to a Gompoiiire^. 
inddckfei iip£^^Ufic6 of iniiigwd(^on and foftnefs of expref*. 
fion, as weil as &>c the ftccu^K^y and juftnefs with which he 
fieeps np th^figiwe, exoeeds almofi any> otli^r of the kind^ 
iiKthe book of plalnK*^ 

The ble&d QsA be iiM^oduces in the ch^a^ler of a Oiep^ 
hpt^^ at once congralnbting himfelf on the happinefs he 
enfoyed iwder hispaAoxi^ care, and expreffing his aCured 
I)/»pe that he Higidd ftiU es|oy the ^ivine bounty, guidance 
aed pcote^^bn. 7<6» XW f> my Jbepberd^ I Pali mi, 
^mn*: He makHb mft $9 Ufi dovm in ^etn pafiures z be 
kadtti>9^htJidtibeJiyivHH€rs. tLfirefigretbrnyfoul'i kt 
kfuUtkme imAtpaiba oftighijemfnefs^ bit name* s fake f * 

0^3 How 

♦ PTl^ll. Hifi. 10. t Pfai Mill. I, % 3. 
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1^ Tire 0SE OP tttUClOff 

How foft, how feothing the defcription ! The tenderne& oC 
the fhepherd^s heart we feel— the' peaceful pleafures of the: 
happy flock we enjoy. And thus i» reprefented the care^ 
which a kind and merciful God vouckfafes to take of thofr 
who fear him, the conftant provilion he makes for their^ 
wants, both temporal and fpiritual, the feafonable meafVires- 
he ufes for their recovery, when through temptation they > 
go aftray, and the fkilfiil maniier in which he leads and' 
guides them in the ways of knowledge, truth and holinefs.- 
But, as a farther proof of the (hephcrd^s tendemefs and: 
love, and of the confidence which the flock fecurely repofir- 
in him, he changes the fcene from green paflures and fliil: 
waters to a dark and gloomy vale. Tea^ though I wa/k^ 
through the vaijey of the Jhadow^ of deotb^ I wiMfear no^» 
evii : for thou art with me^ thy rod and thy flaff they com*- 
fort me. 

Some are of opinion that by this flriking image the 
pfalmift means to defcribe, not death itfelf, but feme afflic* 
tion, the tetrors of which bear a near reiemblance ta it*. 
And certain it is that there are afflictions, cfpecially thofe 
on a religious account, which when they rife to their grcat- 
efl height do equal, 'yea pei4iaps exceed the angutfii felt in^ 
extreme moments. And David is frequently ufed to Com- 
jJare his forrows to thofe of a dying man* But- 1 fee no* 
necefl^ty for departing from the firfl and obvious fenfe of 
the words. • 7he Jhadom of death may, without any kind 
of impropriety, be underftood of death itfelL Nay it is. 
thus uied in feveral other paiFages of Scripture, as particu- 
larly, where Job fpes^ng ©f the wicked fays, ^he morninff 
;> to them even tis thejhadow of death :■ if one in^w ihem^ 
they' are in the terrors of the fhadov) of death * ,• that is^ 
they dread a difcovery as toen commonly dread ^death» 
And the phrafe in the text might be rendered, the vaiUy of 
the deathly fbade\ Confidering the pfalmtft therefore as 
fpeaking hereof death, wc have in. the wprds4**-The idea 
V : he 

♦ 'Jobmv.ry; - t mDV» \ 
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IN death; vgp 

Be framed of it, with all the terrors both real and imagina^ 
yy, which ttfuallj attend it— And the fortitude of mind he 
poffefled in the view of it^ with the grounds and reafbns of 
that happy.' temper^ 

- First, His defcription of death is amazingljr ilrikings: 
and expref&ve. He compares it, not to a. gate througlm 
which a -man inilantly pafles, but ta a dark, deep, long^ 
dreary vale. A vale over which hang ileep and craggy* 
precipices, tremendous tabe beheld, and which cafl a long^ 
and horrible (hade all through i^^ A vale in which the* 
tmhappy- traveller is expofed to various and unknown dan-^ 
gers, where he is liable every, moment to be fwallowed up^ 
in pits of mire and- water,, or to^be torn in pieces by beaflr 
of prey. A vale in which>his^^ear is^affaulted with hoarfe- 
and difmal founds, and hifr imaginati<») overpowered with* 
black and melancholy ideas*. In a- word, a vale tedious and^ 
long^ and* through which.he walks with a.Haw and doubt*- 
fill pace. So when the prophet Jeremiah fpeaks of ther 
wikleniefs^ through which the ITi^aelites pa&d, he describes 
It as d lan^ of defer U and of piu^ a land of drought, and of 
thefbadow of death ^ and a land that na man bad been ufed* 
t9 pafs through^ and wbere^ no maf^ dwelt *,. And, as if. 
^e figure had been incapable of fully expreEing his ideas, 
lie introduces the king .of terrors himielf,^ that huge mon- 
iler, as extending his fhadow Jarge and horrible all over 
this valley, and totaUy obftruding what little remaining- 
gleams of light ii might other wife enjoy. And thus into' 
kb account of death he takes all the difmal appendages, all* 
-the fad folemnities of it* Sa that here is a combination of 
gloomy ideas, darkncfs and danger, Jolitarinefs and weari- 
ncfs, doubt and uncertainty, fear apd horror, in Ihort every* 
tiling that is terrible,, frightful and alarming. Such is hi* 
defcription of death. And. now, 

Secondly, What is his language, infpired as he was with 
&c hopes and comforts of religion, inxbe view of this fad , 

and 
♦ Jer. ii 6* 
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f^ TB£ U&X car KElTGlOif 

utd (akemn (cene f / w^/fn^ no evU : fir ibtiu art ^i9l 
me^ thy rod tmd tkfjh^ they €amfan me* Huppy" mas^ S 
Who would not wifh .to poflefs hi^ faith^ his eefekNtkm > 

I wUlfiar no §^)iL Numerous and^ great «ve the evilly 
9S i«c &aU qoickif fee^ fta m^tcli dcftth expofes^mapfciq^— 
evils wbick it is fcareeif pofible fer humanity, much k& 
£>r a gjoBty couAzksce to appnehend nodiottt drcada^ 
**^ But, be thefe evils wiat they w«f^ I m^ not fewr ^»«» 
** No ^ I will not, tfafliQgh at the fane tbac I aekliowledg^ 
^ myielf a &ebU heiple&< (keep^ and as fiach^piooe t»fear«c 
** Tkey-ttay ftart^^ Imt tbe*^ (hail not c^nfcmnd mr. Tb«ji^ 
^ may at tkeir itrft appeftcance {beprKie^. but they 9M1 noJ? 
^ overcome* iiie« IwxUnot ykld>t9.iiBac^ b\it eioD£defttl]|n 
^ rely om m^^ God;. Though io^ thou&adf^f thcfe eyik^ 
*^ fet themfelves agsiaft me, I viH not he »£Btict Ko^ I^ 
^ mE not fear thevi^ the earth be xemoved, ftnd'tboug!^' 
^ the momtfains be caniedintet^the.midft ctf tbe &a*?^ Ae£ 
why> 

** ate and fisothfiil Shephcfd^ who well: knoweft the daggers. 
^ which ttwak the flock is this dreary yaHcyr^ who teodec-^ 
** \j pitieft them amtdft their weokneis and th^ tears; ;m3^ 
^^ast ever able to aid, fiippoft aasd ddupor them**^'Ehd9^ 
^ who haft hiliierto been m^diefiherd^ haft gutdfid amk 
*^ defended me all my days ^ haii iiippHed la^ waots^ ^vhiB9» 
^ every refource of nature hath faakd v ft^d reftored-miMoi^ 
^^ when pxLthe brink of miferies worfe thi» {|e^h#-^Thoife 
^ art nvuhime. In the midft of ^os gloomy isale IbeiieTir 
** thee to be poeienL Here I have thee ixmncdiately be*- 
** fore my^ eyte» I- £tel, I enjoy thgp com&rting, thine en2£>« 
^ vening' prefcnce. Therefore I' will not, I dern&t fcar.^*? 
And good warrant had. he, hath' eiwry Chriftiaa,.. £i»r fitck^ 
confidence* God himfelf , &ys. Fear thou not, for I Mm 
with thee f he mi dtfinayed., forlorn thy God f. fwHl 
firengtben. thtit^ yeet I wiiibeip tbee^ yea 1 vuH a^koid thrm 
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119 0£ATH» ^9J 

wiiB ri/e righi baft J of my rigbtiQufnefi *. And agftin^ 
'When thou pmjfeft ibrough tbe waters ^ I will be witb tbee^ 
4tmd ibrotigb tbe rivers tbey /bali not overflow tbee ; wbem 
tbou nvaJk^ tbrougb tbe fire ^ tboujbak not be burnt } nei^ 
tberjhall tbeftame kindle u^n tbee f . 
- He ad(i8«-Ti6>' rod nnd tbyfiaftbej comfirt me. The 
rod and tbe ila£F denote the fame thing, the paftoral care, 
of which they arer both the figns and the inflruments.. 
With th^ one and the other (for they are terms proroifcur 
oufly ufed in Scripture) the (hephcrd is ikid to feed % his 
flock, and to ntimber them ||. His crook he ufes to guide 
tfaem from field to field, to bring, them back .when they 
wander into by-paths, to remove obftrudions out of the^ 
way,* and to drive off^beails of prey when they would (cat* 
ter, worry or devour them. And by fuch figures doth he 
4elcribe thofe dLrine influences, by which he was well aflU* 
ned'befliouldbe fitftaiiied in his^lafl moments* ^' Unfruit» 
/^ fttl.as that valley/ may feem, he will there find pafture t# 
** feed me with. Dark and intricate as the way^may bc^ 
^ with his ilaff he will point but the path for me, and pre-* 
^ vient.iny- falling iiito {dts that would ingulph and fwallow 
•* me up.^ And numerous as the evils, ten^ptations and 
^ fears may- be that there aBOftultme, with his rod he will 
^ drive them all away. Thus does my Shepherd, in theie 
*' monaents of diftrefs and affli^ion,. and when pity is the 
^ only^aid the kindefl friend Can adminifleF^ fuftain, defend^ 
" and comfort me." 

■ If by the rod and ftaff here the pfalraift defig^ed to con- 
vey an idea of any fpecial means of fupport and confolatiou 
' afforded the Chriflian in thefe circun&flances, it may very 
well be esplained of the gofpel^ which he bimfelf calls iji 
another place the rod of God^s ftrength.\. With the^rick 
difcoveries, and- the exceeding great and precious promife» 
of the £ible, the fpirits of the dying faint are fometimes re.* 

. vived^ 



* Tfa. xli. 10, - + Chap, xliii. «. % Micah vii. 14* 

Zech« xi. 7. - . ; J Xev, xxyii. 3.2. * \ Pfal. jcu t^ 
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vittd^ anAhis1i«pes wioi^t up to dmie -ei^tfy kui t^ 
i]iii{>h. So that^ touchtd «i«h tlie red e£ Ule g«iilk Sh^H' 
herd, ^bQ4c cbecnn^ fioilas' ht all tW wUk bdKilds, hm 
^•fttaptttred £aui cik« out witjk ttnutAphaat jo j^ amki tbe^ 
gloomy borrors of tkis dark ^^alltjr^O j^/ift, ti^ihm^ix /J^ 
y?f/it^ / G grave J where is tbj< mi&ory f Tlb^fimg e^ d^tb' 
iejin, and thefitengA of Jin is- the Jaw. Bsa thanks he to 
G^d^ who gwetb me Ae viSary^ ihrmigb J^Mi Chrifi mf 
Lord*. 

Th«s have I briefiy* explained t!se ftrikyis deicxf^Ounr 
t^ pfalmift giyes » of death, and his fartkode in the psoC^ 
pe£l 0f il.^ And^Botv fcom .thi« fulfjvft 1 ihall tokje ^ccd^ 
•fio»> 

t. T4KCRilprmtoafiraBepasUetil«.coo&fexai»n«fd/ei«ii^ 
«ad of thde xssw^ circumilaiicas trkicb reader dK vcxy 
-ftpporefaenioA of 4t acwaktmog aad twriblp. . . 

II, To lay befaneyou the ftppwrts waA comfertt^hiofc 
«eltgio»k^adaptcd to aioci the OififtiamiK this faditt&ii^ 
4wd then, 

III. To improve the tvhoie. 

I. I aa tp atteo^ a isore pfaf«iailar dtfcpoptifiD t0 
ienth. 

Now in ear aceount of deeth vre (HaO iodude the pre^ 
ceding and confe%acnt cuxomAancee of it* fof ia thit- 
fnedit^tion we tnuft not place oorfeWes alt the end of thfe 
f>alley, but wi^ the.pfaliaift'be content fajr a&« minute^ 
to go down into the dreary vale, yea \o wsdk through itv 
And bow relo^aot &ever w« may be to a CDntemplalioa 
of this ibrt, there are the mofl weighty confideratians to- 
perfuside us to it. Die we moil by and bye, whether, we. 
will or not*' And ftudionfly to a^id the dioug^ of it 
%elbr€haiid, argues an imbeciUity of BEiind,to fiijr the leaft 
•of it, which is highly cenfurable up«in the moft generaily 
•aoktiowledged principle <>£ wifdom and priMlence. Beif dea^ 
4iie foUy of fuch a temper mull needs be exceeding great^ 
- fiocc? 
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<Aicc vf&BitlMiritf ivitfe #eath irone reiy Skety nelOv 'mtk 
^lie biaflbg of God^ (o fobclffictfae fear ^it^ »id' tft prQf^i?e 
«f for yu N& apek>^ thes'^re need be z&ade for dtfcrib* 
jng ftbat wIhcHi tiraRi^patnfiti to be heboid even «t b di('<' 
tMce, niU dottbtlaCi be hxEokelf niose^jpfahi6il vrb«n it e^mes. 
j)po0 us^ iiaet Umm cpoSdercd md rtalaxed beiof ehfw»4* 

To Ibppofo tfast d£»tk is an iiuiaccftt hvonids tiiiiig« U 
:t«ooi||ciidt& tbe^Mrau>fLfi»iie asd fe e iM ig i of nankind*' 
Aad'to coaiukr k m tbe OEUwe e£kft of iiur origioil fr«me 
^Hid'Ooiiditti.liiop, Aod aot as^i pmUhioeict iikesvife tnflidcd 
«!M 09 &» o«rr iint^ is to coo^ttadid tbe scprefs dcclaraftionj 
.^ ibft Sfble« We tU dcead deslfa : mid s dieod thai k 
tfo mpiw€t&l ca« kardly be haoagwMd to proceed etttirdl|f 
fton ^roondleif fupMrAttibn. There mreibaie indeed virho 
aiiB^l to fpeak J^ghily ofvk : fOt eicenrtbefe caa fqaree (rsir 
tbe ftroke given. to«a reUtion or a friend, cif^ciaUj^ if it be' 
'iadden, widseut fhrinkiiDg baok at tbe %ht. Or if ihtf 
ih«v:€ rebLation enou^ to codsmand their coooUnancee 
and feeling? on (ucb anoccaiion.^ ye% when it comes to 
dibeir turn to die, they -find, I may venture to afiirsi, an La<« 
rwvd fimddering at ^le profpeQ, w^hich mail rocthinks con^* 
-^incff them thvt that fear of it pcoceeds ixom other oaufee 
tboQ mere fup^dition. iLetms therefore, hj taking fuch a 
.parttouhor TJew of death ae hSL and obferj^ation furciiQi, en- 
-terinto the fcvcralctufes of that dread of it, wkicb mankind 
•^hus oniver^illy feel. Her^ then we ficill confider it in two 
^points of view, as a natural^ and as.a moral twil ^ that is, af 
k appeaes in the apprehenfion of i\7ia/jtfrf and of Confcience. 

FiasT^ How tremendous is death, even when we ^icw k 
fi&a naturalcvil only, and feparate from all confiderations 
4>f a moral and reli;^ou« kind ! The ufusll forerunners of it, 
the flroke itfelf, and the confequence of it as to the bo^ 
and this world, do each of them excite fear. 

I. The ufual forerunners of it j by which I mean iickncfs, 
and the other preceding accidental circumflances of dyings 
Thcfe are the heralds of the j[]%le conqueror, who go before 

him 
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1dm to proclaim liis ap^roadi. Asid their a^peat^mee )S 
Vkznj ttmes as tremendUms, yea^ p^haps more fo than tkatt 
«f the conquevor him(el£ The houfe4Bi:^ be ihaken be>-> 
ibre it comes down : the fortrefs affimlted* be&re a breath 
is made : and the vcCel toflfed about with fierce wiadsy be>- 
fore the tempeii tears it to pieces. Ctroumftaaces theie^ 
'extremely alarmiiig^o thoie who are immediately concern^ 
ed. In likemaBAer, the bttming ferer, the wailing con-: 
fomption, the racking ftone, and yaiiotts odier dKeaies, ei- 
ther fecretif mine th^found^ioa, or fuddenly and furioufly 
pull 4own the walls of thefe earthly hoofes. And how can 
fuch aflauhs upon the human fr^e be even di&antly appre^ 
hendedy much leis anally endured, without -exciting ^r- 
xor? IVegromn beiag hur/iened^ is not the language of <dd ^ 
age only, but many times of early life, and always of a bro>- 
3&en and declining conflltotion. AxA can w« hear the& 
groftns, and not be affe6ied with them ? Can we ^nd by a 
fick-bed, and fee a friend languishing thereon, tunung reft* 
le& from £de to fide, counting impatiently the paiiing mi*- 
hutes, loathing every cordial offered him, and ^or-days and: 
weeks it may be djing, as Job eXpreEes it, in the bitter^' 
nefs ofbisfouii can we, I fay, be witneffes of all this, with* 
out feeHng a chill on our bk>od and fpirlts ? It is a iad^ 
fcene. And the folemnky of the fcene increases as death 
advances. Every ftep the lad enemy takes, alarms. Every 
frefh fymptom flrikes terror into fpe^^ators, and fpreads fi« 
lence and gloomlnefs through the dwelling. The difeafe 
baffles the power of medicine — They who ftand by obferve 
its progrefs — The dying man watches their looks-^He fuf- 
peds his cafe to be defperate— The phyfician at length pro-- 
nounccs it fo— He believes it. Now the wheel of life goes 
down apace. The vital dame burns faint and irregular* 
Reafon intermits. Short intervals of fcnfe divide his- 
thoughts and pafllons ; now— himfelf is the objeA j then 
—his family. His friends, his relations, his children crowd 
around his bed, ihed their unayailiog tears over him, and 

receive 
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^teuiiVeliislaft bkflitig. His pulfe beats a furrenilcr td 
^e pale conqueror.-— His eyes fwim— 1& tongue faulter^ 
—•A cold fweat bedews his fade-^He groans — He expires; 
Thou cbungeft bis countenancty land fen JeJ! bim away*: 
Can it be wondered that fucTifcenes as tbefe tlffe^l us ? Or 
is it a virtue in any one to be a cool and unconcerned fpcc-i 
tator of them ? Thus afe the preceding circumftances of 
fleath tremendous. And (0 is, ' 

2. The ftroke itfelf. Not having indeed felt it, we cani 
^ot frame adequate conceptions of it. Yet it muft need ^ 
be painful and diftreffing, and fo a juft caufe of featr. The 
&iend(hip between foiil and body is ftrong, like that be- 
tween David and Jonaflian. The conneftion is irery intl* 
mate : it is the clofefl of all unions. It interefts %ach par* 
ty in the others pains and pleaftires, and that in fo fenfiblc 
'and inflantaneous a manner as is truly afloniflllng. That 
therefore which diffdlves the union, cannot but be a violerft 
Ihock to natufe 5 and fo it appears to be, by the flruggles 
which many endure in the afticle of death. The fwellingit 
•of Jordan can fcarce be beheld whhout ftiiveririg, efpecial- 

ly by him 'who fiailds at the btink of it, and is jufl launch- 
ing into'it. Indeed we knOw not, as I faid, what it is td 
die : imagination therefore, may unduly heighten the* ter- 
Tror of dying. Yet, as this great cfhange h a tranfgrefEoa 
of the original law of our ejflftence, and hath evident fymp^- 
toms of pain and anguifh attending it, it would be unnatu- 
ral not to dread h. It is the king of terrors, the firft, the 
chiefcfft, the mightieft of all natural evils. And then again^ 

3. What foUows, 1 mean in regard of this world, muft 
tieeds make death yet farther difircfling in the appreheim 
"lion of humanity. It clofes the prefent fcene, that fceiife 
of a^Uon ani^njoyment with which we have been_fenfibly 
converfant, and of which alone we have any clear and ado- 
quate ideas. It diflblves, for ever di&lves, our conne^^onis 
with this world| its inhabitants, buiinefles ^d pleafures. 

¥oL. II. JR As 

* Job m. ao»^ 
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tbgugbi^, %s th^i^aliisyft^ his icb^^es, pivpofes^ a;>d red- 
iutiojttt, 9$ to the prefent lift, ;« /*(?/ V€vy dey ferijh \. 
He dieth, s^id b^ c^n ^jrr^ notki'/ig a^ayt with him $. 
Confideradestf d^efe^ w}uch ^ad thdl;' «Sed jupon good Us- 
zcljJth h i mfel i^ Mchi?i>,ii^ the view of 4.eath, ^he xeftfoni^gg 
^f mature for a vbile oyer^owe^ ed the d*^3^s of faith and 
-tt&^n^IJhaiinotfee^ (aid h^ ibe^ Lord^ ^n^ntbe Lord 
im ik^ Und ^fikt lyoifig. : • J Jh(^U heboid m^n no m^f^e nxjith 
S)m {nbifbitanis qfiht v^orld^, JB.i^t .how ijjjift ^hjsfc cpoft- 
4ex«tion$ mggjrav^te thje hpfi^js o/ death in hj$ api^^hen^ 
iioB, wlotfrfb lw»rt i$ jriv^tfid to the worid, apd who hath 9* 
future; pcoijpe& to bal.^QCj? the lofs of psefent eigpyraents;! 
^jid th^i^ the ftatft ifi whick the body is left, a pale, cold^ 
jp^ve^ IveatUefe cprpfe^ ai>d the deforeied, corijaptedf 
saiifeous conditj^n, to which it is gujckly rediiQcd, add a 
farther terror tp death, Whecjce wo fin4# that the very 
^uiiigns ^f XDortaJity;, though iji tbei^felves of UiHiqg confU 
deration, I ipeaa the Acowd, the.oofiki, theJ^AttocI^ tluj 
^[rave, give a fuddeu cbiil to t|ie %irits of *inthinkiiig per- 
fons. Now, on. all* thefe accpi^nts, it i« eafily feen how 
^dcath, confidered af a natural evij only, of neceffity excitef 
feaf • But the piii^eipal Q^jqfideratio^ is, 

Secondly, The terror it occafions to^ the jConfcience 
thrctogb an apprehen£ioa and feafe of guilt. 

I (hall not takp up your time mth pjovjog partiqularly 
that fin is the caufe of death, and th^ it i;r in^ided on maur 
kind, as the piipp^f gunifbmeut of it* This might, with 
good rf aftmr b^ fnfpe^led from the ^count we .ha3Fe given 
of the b&r fince iti is not conc^abie», that ajui]t and_ good 
Cod wQi^d d«a} th>^ with his creatijres,, if they had noj 
fooiehow or other o^itcd^ his difpl^aXure* And Scripture 
piit^ the i9^tter beyond alj. difpute : I^eeub haib pqffed up- 
im^Umi^f9tP.ti^aU'ba3ie^ntd%. But my hufine&ra- 

• . ther 

• *' Job W. ai. f Pfal, clxvi^. 1 Pfal* rHx. X^fc 
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ffier fs, to defciibe tfiie horror ^krch a cbftfcionfiwfe of gr^ 
iftfufes into death. This is ftrongly cxprcfiWt by the irpo- 
ftle when he dtjcrihc^jth ^stheJwgofdtatbK Afdiii^ 
de&d fo it is. Hence the K!ng of tettoVr dertln-r lih ch5fef 
povv tt to domirieer, tyranni^te and tritimpfi over' mfankind. 
This is that wfiicb gi^erhi^ cotwtcnancc the tfidft ikfortn- 
«d and revervgefu! al^e61^, and pftts a rod of iroti into hb 
hands wherewith ro fciourge his miferable c^tfvcs. The 
flatara! fbrtitude 6f vMch fonfie men are poiRrflfed might- 
enable therm t1> fubdac, in a^ degree at leaft, thofc cawfer 
of fear which were juft noW mcnttoncdi Sot this, where 
ft prevails^ quickly polls db>Pm the' molf ftobbom ^iritr, 
ahd refifti the force of alt foothittg conftdcratbns wh^tevet, 
erxc^pt thofe whieh teligiolti affotdsi There «wr Inftaocc* 
indeed of thofe vrhbft cottfcjences arff fe hardetwd, that to 
dppeartnce they are Urtle afRded with thii kindof dre*4 
& the view 6? dfeath. But It might e^ly be proved, thtt- 
Ae conteifetices of fucK itocn are irt a dJfeafdd* atid omiatttrar 
. Ihfc ; ft that though thtfr ftupidity itoay prevent Ibmw 
ffi^eftrrr patttfW ftrtfatioiw^ it i> ndt^ to bi accounted an ad- 
vantage to them^ as it will bat be an aggravation of their 
fiiturc miftryv Hiis however is fir from bcbg the cafe 
^th the genefaiity of mankindi Ibfinite nuitobers there 
are who, when they enter this dark valtey, acknowledge 
that the principal horrors oflt owe their eitiftence to a re- 
flef^ion On their pad guilt. Conference, though it bathr 
Ibng flepr, ufualfy awakes then: and loud, v«ry loud and? 
clamorous^ are it^^ reproaches. How tremendous to have 
tkj finr, ittniimcraWe, heinous, aggravated, repeated fins^. 
brought up to* my view, fet in order before my eyes, and- 
charged home upon niy confcience j and all this at a time 
^hen I am languiKKing upon a bed of ficfcnefs, and broken 
with pain and forrow ! This furely nraft be dlihtlRng to 
the laft degree ; cfpecially when the guilt which thus Harea 
siman in the face, points not only to death as its proper 

p.ttnifbmcnt,. 
♦ X Car. XV. 5^^ ^ 
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puaSkmeat, but' to coofeqaences fUU more twfol ia tbe* 
world to come. 

Death mud be dreadful even to tbe man who luit& 
wrought hipoifilf up to a confident aflurance, if that.be poC 
fible, that there is no future flate. For how can I think of 
being quickly annihilated, and having all my powers of ac- 
'tion and enjoyment cut off, and for ever abforbed in filence^^ 
darknefs and death, without being wretchedly melancholy 
in the immediate profpeft of fuch a thick and impenetrable 
gloom ? The only fiorcc there is in fuch a confideration to 
alleviate the. dread of dying, is the comparative pleaiure 
arifing from ahQf>e of. efctiping what.is worle than ceafing 
to exifl. But (uch a confident aflurance of annihilation U 
ivhat I imaj^ncfew pofifeis.. We will fuppofe then the man 
to be totally in the dark about what is toxome. His views- 
•f another world are. brokeni^ oonfu&d i(nd difhrafited. He. 
is going he knows not whitbec. He is launching into » 
wide fea, without either compals or rodder to fteer by.. 
How muft fuQh 9^ wandoctng, fluduatifig^ uncertain Hate of 
mind giieatly heighten and exafperate his Aatural dread o£ 
death, which he fees to be inevitable ! 
, But if we put the lafl, and perhaps^ the moft common; 
<;afe of all, where the confoience i& alarmed^ I mean tbe ap^ 
prefabniioa of a future judgment,, and the miferies of the 
damned ^ how exceedingly tremendous miift be the appear«^ 
^nce of the king of terrors under thefe circumflances !^— 
J^atb on bis paU b&rfi^ aad Jnil follo'mng with bim * /-- 
The ofHcer come to arreH the finner, and bring, him before 
the tribunal of a jud and holy God^ whence he is inilantly. 
to be fentenced. to the abodes of darknefs, mifery and def-^ 
pair ! — Indeed the fcene is almoft too. horrible to be paints 
ed — The diAant imagination of.it is tb§ fbadow <{fdf atb ^m 
What ! O what then mufl be the reality ! 

And now this account of death, imperfef^ as it is, I have« 
g^ven you, ya. order to open the way to a profpeft as cheer*^ 

« Rev. vL a. 
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&I; and €iiI£lre«iD|i!^ aa that hatk b^n. fzd and^ (blexaa. 
W^ W(Aild.n«t- ba g}ad,.fvhen be enters this dark and 
dcfftcy valei a»-w« all {ho«U]^muO^ to po&ls the hopes and- 
joys, and confequently the fortitude a»d 'rcfolution th^ 
pfeUoift &ifsitt&& in^the text I 

BART Hi - 

. 'R«»t thr*vi«^ #»« hafre- lafccft isif dearii,. and' of thofe 
ntffiiy. circtmftanefcs which: render the very, apprchenfion'of 
i^uwkkemng.and^t€Mhi€$VlpiroCeed^^ - 

Hi T^id^ribG^the fuj^ports^dd courfoxti whkhJreHgioiiv 
itiadjiffleddo^ftSordltbt ChtiAiiii in^thb &w^l| this tr jio^ 
fkMa. N^yviiyor«^ tO"£&t'itl^'«ltilkf aiK^importance ati 
^aoK^ ttiBr*ii»a^pr6f)e^li§h%^ we fliaikc^fider<-~T^^>^ii/rta 

f^ ttkkt tmd^^nfohti&^i^ wbii:h dr^ (he^^grcniid bim. 
. FiBttTV. fi^ 'JhH4 ' i» ^ %$iM^d€aik Jimh the Cbryiian^ i^ 
Adb iM- gireiv hiijt^.gji^efitt advadtaijft^ ag^tinft moft of thole 
•ftl^^wUfiik^rfsdet^his^laft «¥eBt4a veTyNfonmdable. 

I fii«ani^o£'^byMvhsit(I have hcver to'faj^ ta raiie the cha<-^ 
la^krc^^tte^^^ &»«ir abif^^its proper flai^vd, to divefl 
lHaiio£ftfii^Kiilie*4ad/fim which iafe. fimrcclj^avoidable inr 
ttiei pfcftflt Hlb^^di tordelcBbc htmifo^ mortified to the 
w<nid^ aiMl^ ^ elatatild to ^heavcm, as* to be perfectly fi^pe* 
33io«4»tWfB«liiigfl^and£0fHrs^«coiAiiH>]i to humanity. Nof 
t4im^ii|ii&b}o« th« ht&M inair^sRre but floem Yet^ up^a a 
fi)bcr review of^ tb# iiatas£raod)tenden€y4>££eligioD, it wilt 
Ik^^Emi^^txyhtt^la^foi^mfity where it prjevaila, to alkvi- 
^tfM>«»£lUf -pft dealh^ iOidin a degree atleaft to reconcile 
ymwit* Wkit i» jr that ^akcs' \i^i^4tid to 'dicv^ It is,^ as 
y^f\$Jlta^^^^%^: thtf pMi^ of dying, and the miferies we ap» 
filthy will foUew. And what i»itthatanake« us, though 
•^^m^ dol^ afraid of'doath,^ yet rrA<^tfff/ toit ? It is an un- 
1fvilfi9g<ie&^ p^ widi this worldy and an uduitablenefs of 
i«»P^ l^:ao^«ir« I^^^» i^the grace of God makes fuch 

. . Us 
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9. change in the ftate and tempisr of a man, as daih maten^ 
ally affcA each of thefe caufes, both oifecr and reiuBance 
itis ihHnite utititj and advantage at this time we ihall clear* 
ly fie and acknowledge;. 

pfft, As to dread oi death. Peace with CS^ and a. 
fubjtdion of heart to his will, sure furelj the moft effe^lual 
antidotes againfi each of ^hofe caxtfes^of it which were juft, 
now mentioned. For, 

ir. In- regard of lAit diford^rs that ufimify^preeed^ detub^, 
and the pain isfeff of dying ; what can fortify the breaft • 
agadnd an undue dread •of thefe evil^ like a ionfe of God'rt 
ilvour, and'a meek fuhnnffion of heart* to his mS&^ Natu^^ 
T^* courage, iiideed, fome men pofi^fs in^a greater degree-* 
than others. And it is (itoubtlefs of no ^all ufis to thanj 
at fuch feafons.' But it i$ a courage of' very different con-- 
iTd^ration from that I am here fpeaktng of. It* is pure^ 
conflitutional and mechanieaf^ and fe is little, if at all^ 
owing to any prudent or rational* confiderations Uiat fog-^ 
geft* themfelves to the mind. Wherefore, the pnoper audi 
uTual expreffidhs of it are a wild kind^f fiereen«l«, or aat 
unmeanihg fort* of ftupidity. And thenf as- it depends 
wholly on the temperament of^the blood and ammal^rpirits,. 
long and tedidus ilhiefs is^ almofl fure to fubdue and con-^ 
quer it. But the courage a man^Wotild wifli lopofieftyi 
%vhen he is entering the \ialley of the (hadow d# ^^th, is vm 
even, fercne, compofed ftate of mind; accompanied with a» 
patient fxibmiflion to the x^ll^of Godi' Now this temper^ 
religious principles, and*^thdfe only,' can inipiw* 

What is the true andpropert-chara^ler dP aTeal-Chriflian ^ 
He is a firm believer in the perfedions, providence uml 
grace of Cod. To God he is re^Oncatd by Jefus-6hrfft^ 
and as he hath a humble confidence in.the-dii^nemerey) fo 
his heart is fubjefled to the divine artithority, afid his 
angry and tumultuous paflions are foftened and Aibdoed. 
Now I afk. Is not the man of this charal^, '<!ic'fitt«ft of 
all others tp contend with the ih£rmities of Batui^^atMl 

with. 
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'mth deatli,k£^ ? To be uSBkQjti^ doth not feem to fuch a: 
Ttan^ a fkiuige or ao unreafonable. thiag^ much lefs is he. 
prone to cenfure fuch difpenfations ,as fevere and unjuil»- 
*^ CsUi the Judge of ail the earth do >wrol}g ? Shall a livbg 
** mm compkiu, a. man icac the punifliiuent q£ his fins V* 
He hath learned iu his meafiure to bear. the yoke^ to deny,. 
himielf^ and to make account o£ pun and forrow in time ta^ 
come* And having been thus diicipjined hj the* providences 
and grace>c^ God^.much of that impattAnee^ . murmuring^ 
and £retftijbeisis pi^vented, .which are not only* very difplea- 
fing to God, hvA which tend . tOx>hei^ten and exa^ieratef 
the aaguiih . and . mifery whieh att^id bodily < diieaies : not : 
to iay here, how re^gio1ts coafiderali#ns may be fuppofed. 
to loothe ^lulrefreAi th& heart -o£ fi»cKar man^ in thofe nK>«; 
jneats-wfaen a^&^penfioa of. violent tpaiorcnables him to think. 
and refie^f tUid. how^ lus^ aiUAion -may be abated, by. 
Itts bemg thus in a better capaotty.thait other s, to rcHih thei 
vnercies^ that are mingled with it^. Religion then is adapts 
ed to.diveftdeath.of its, natural terrors, or at.leaH to fofteiv 
aod a&age ^m^. Andiu»v it precludes the other main, 
oauie o| £ear, . I mea%. 

^^ The kd 4kf^r€benfi9tt'.oJJnlurtni^4ries^ will eafily ap-^ 
p«ar.. 1^ i&. the bittej^ft. ingredient by far, in this Uii 
cup givEta us ta drink. 1-he condition of the. awakened^ 
defpmiding£onerf .in theimmediate view of death and eter- 
nity, is dreadful beyond defcription. He poffeffes the finsf 
of Ins youth and his rif^ years^, fecret and open, with the 
horridf a^ra^vations cf them. They- flare him full in the^ 
£»:e, and tell htm loudly^ that. he righteoufly-.de{eryes. the, 
w^atkof God«. Thefe whips, thefe fcorpions, lafti his con- 
fidence,, and ms^ hittti a. terrible. fpjeAacle to beholders* 
He would draw. a. veiL over what is paft, but he cannot. 
Se remembers ^ warnings. whiqh Providence, . which his 
friends,. %hich toiiiider^, whi^gh his ov^^ confcience. have 
agatn^ai^d.agiutngiyen him^.and howhe flighted, opppfed,^ 
toddefpifed them. Thefe things he calls to mind, and they 

^crce. 
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sb4 Ta> jnmtmmmaoKm 

flferee liim to the h«tel $ idiEk «l ibeibne .tisiff^ tB^ h&iir 

of mercer is gone^ ftiul'&eaM-o^ h^ttanmaSesjj^giawi uptm 

his fight. 

a great meafitte^ ikdt' ftmM TxAoSAmm, smdithtSb ^gm** 
zifif proTpcd^i i^r- it is <tlie iia^ne&c^itlie:Q»i^Miiy tor 

vtad pttBgetl fen&tMos^ So ^sImu > hk • o«ifiattfefie/is iHitiai^ 
tile (ittfeftied^ and' T«ftMi-^«tt of Jd^jwerhav^ btottdefcri^ 
bkig. A;ndafaeii^ a» t» the^^manj^fiMaaidkcaxniptiaw^ 
Bits tol»&eiit^ they^si^^o^ChmSts^UMtethap.'UMkhm^ kmIi 
lie is • ffeed* bom^ condmmmtimt^^s ^^ihatihmhft^mnnvM 
grouni for tho4e fad«aii liiftniftia^ reiwfViaMl ml^Bb^^fT^ 
ttire the wicked^ «oi «ciimt)ioltL»(i^edftFe£-rduii»9.' t«i4Km 
ivhtch afii^h^ t^r iM » g i nA<iM »». bgi wkbtjWlh ^tftw tt rt <»» 
Bis. Hei»ifyin4Md,«qM^i»fait<inlaieflbiiirtI)o:^^ 
Gk»d, anddo^t^hitf-fittmntJiii^mkdiii^ BateikUi^kfivtis^ 

^rder^'aiid^t)to^iig^3H«thi<ilivbe'f(ftilt^wlMB^a« th»*^mUi 
time is confcious to himfelf that he hiMitt'ckl jn.Aai^.sHidi*' 
^ enemy to Gdd>aiid'td)^k»l< AwttkoodkiCM attajy for 
a time,: hidetMs &fce^llM»tW(lllwdi^ 
tcr bttfFet him vridv li^^enptats^ r 7^* £i«4liti Mvli^aBfy 
the ilorm after a. whtk- fiibWiai,* aiii^ ptag»? w tfjlb wi ^ 
Ifis brcaft.'- 

' Peaeeof ccHifembe tfie%H^a'Mt<^£)^^ 
smdf fetenity of temper ia thecontentplS^iM '^rttiaC^fsiM 
eome, are, if- 1 may fe e»prefei^.#MMP 40M4y ^4iidyropBat 
fbtte of hi^ nnnd "who i^ titi^ireK^eittisi^ S^^-l^alptf rtlmr 
hedith of the foul be. n6t ditor4»fliy t lfttm^ / aAy,«f.nki 
caufes juft' hinted at^ thefe efi)li^s^ol'ftidFlieidtb:««ai s^l 
pear as well at the clofe of ^, as in thifr tddft^it;- Aa^ 
tills is^ very commonly ^*e • cafe/ Mori^ ^ii fm^^tnmni 
be^oU tb^ ^fri^bt ; fcft fbt Ht4-ff. nhM ;«MP/W» j«ww^*5 
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Be irnot; it may be, traafport^d wkh ftttmre Iiopes tndF 
profpcds *9 yet, upon the. faith of the gofpel, and a ierknti 
review of his own flate, he is well fiitisfied that it it all 
zigkt between God and him: aod' fo he it ealsa and eafy. 
An etetnal world he feet imcicdii^y. befexe hiin \ yet hi 
.enjoys the quiet poflieffion of himfelf . . Of the inportancd 
of death he is fenfible ;. yet he. is not afraid to die.— >How 
defirable is it in fuch a ftate as this to meet the laft enemyl 
Can we.be one mommit at a lo&>to determine which is- to^ 
be preferred, the pleafurea^^of a peacefel, or the terrors of 
a fiilf-cond^maisg cobficienc^ > the dread of futare wrathf 
et a d^or&l. confidence in the divine mcroy, through tho 
Htoning btopd of Chrifi I The happinefs-it iiafpeakaUe U> 
be ^le then to fay, ** Tbss is my. t^jmcixg^ tb^t imJimplU 
'* city tmd godly finotrityy not witb Jfjhfy wi/Hom^ but iff 
^* the grjou of,.Godf I bflve- itul- my' ccmvfrjbtiom in tb§^ 
^ nmrld* ^ and. tbeugH^ lam, confciouatof naich,|[iult, and 
'* am utterly incapable^ a^mii^ it ^ yet tbt, blood rfj^t*^ 
*^ Cbtcifi b$tb cUuMfidav^ all my Jvu^.^sA im him tbm^ 
^ bekved I sm at^^pttd f •** &df§ioa tfacA is the nebleft^ 
antidote againli the dread of death*. 

But, admitting that iomp^, men who are ftrapgcrt to tbei- 
gf^ce of God| da yet throughrhardinefs of natural contott*- 
tion £Bel;little or. no dread' of. death itfelf, and thrbugb. 
downright, infidelity, or atleaftinattentiop, are little af-* 
it^iti, with the. apprebenfion of its eonfequences in thet 
world to come v^bey are nevertbelels^on other accounts^ 
very unwilling to die^ Now, 

Secondly, As. to this reluBance to deatk. The grace, 
of God Arikes at the main caufes of it,, I mean a criminaL 
attachment to the prefent world, and aperfe^ un(uitable« 
nefs of .difpofition to the heavenly (late : and fo, by cor« 
reding andiubduing thefe tempjers, it gives the Chriflian, 
an advantage over death, ia this 'view of it, above another. 

v.lm 

*■ 2 Cor,: i. ia« \\ John i. 7. £pb u6^ 
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soft TKr jsn e9 mi:iGi6}t 

■• At re^opd e/ibe prefenf wor/d^ it loefenf his itnacS^ 
mtmi9 it^ and fo mak«»^tbe kie2tof parthrg wMi it k&irk- 
Jmi* and difagreeabk. 

• Th« nan wli« is deHiKite of real piety is a ftiend^of die. 
WOtf^d. Tli€W is an habittral love of it prevailfog iti his 
lioitt. ^le wa/h by Ji^u Me mindr eartbty Aings. 
Skl^vf tha pfofk*, liOBoyry or plcafurcs of the prcfcnt life 
asa \At main mjoytnCBtuv They are the idok he worfhips, 
ind at tHo reiy apprehenfian of being dripped of them^ 
k« cms out wWi ftfieah^ ^' They would take away^ mf 
^ g«d», and what have I mota^-^** Now t^ene of chis 
thara^er thfe tbought of dying mail be very fad hidctd f 
Re eaa fook' upon d^tK Jn no other light than that o# » 
fief^ tobbor, wW aims al (|f oiUiig him of hh beft iuid mofk 
Valaable^oflMBoinsw 

* Bttt tfi^ it^verfe of thir 1^ t6« tharaCttr of a ittao of ^« 
9^n» An eillmate he bat madd of the vrorld^ and jola^ 
kdi iffiift wttb Sblbmon in dl^e (htitefltt be pronontices' npoo' 
ft. He has looked around him upon this and the otber 
d t l fe^bbte enjoymenty^and' with e^rncf^ put the qtieftibny 
Is happinefs, perfe^ happtntTs tn you ? 5b he hath fiiid X^ 
'health and power and honour, to the gntiScatiobaof {enfe, 
tt> improvements in human kaowMge, to tke fweeta ofi 
frtendfhip, and to the tender feelhigs of confingfunhy an^ 
Natural aflfeftion. * And in the reply they each make he 
Bas readily acquicfcedl WbatcVcr comparative value 
tberefbre there may be in thefe enjoyments themfelvea, or 
however unduly bis pafliona mvf be fbmetimes captivated^ 
with them; his judgment is» fully eonvmced of their vain 
and unfatbf^ing nature, dnd hi^ heart b by thejjfrace of 
God refcued from the domraitn they once Hid' ov^ bhii'i 
"By th&crofs ofCbriftbe is crucified /(T the worlds and the 
*morid to him f . Now furely this^ indifference to the things^ 
cvf fen<e^ which is unquedionably ithe natural and genuine^ 
£:uit of true religion, muft needs have a happy efie8^ t^ 

abate^ 
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vsibsifi^ iS not tvboUf orercoAe^ a n<to^4 itHS^m^ t^ 
4eath. He that hatb little^to CKpe^ fri>ai tkc |if eiaat 4i£|| 
4V[uA {eel kCs pam at tke thougbt of pat^toj^ Huljh it, tkwi 
.^QpCher wbo. JImw aa e^xtravq^aiAt «kI ia&fcUble f«adtiefr ;foc 
it. And then, 

^ As to Sr world to Tdmy, 4hg gm^'^ G^ /ifrm iim 
ia/a J lemfifr Jjdiud to it, 

Wc are verj fuxe that the hji|»piner« of bewreimuft te 
^ure ai^d J^uitud, and «f a natoirc m4c%r cUftsfOfit jErotf 
<that which th^ generality o£iaankindcoi<^.an^pur&iew I| 
^OuftconfiA ia a Itead^ coateaotplation of ^e i^finiiks gktties 
^i QqA 'y in a continual mtsercourCe with holj h&n^ ^m 
iubje6ls the moil {uhimie and ei^alted ^ in eMcncircs-oipUGI 
and fioklsde^votlon^ andin unwearied a6^Sto£<:heerful and 
;ciniform, obedience. Now the very idea of this ifr £» &t 
txom being ^agreeable ^ a casual jound, that it i& highly diC- 
jpiUog and irkfome. And were a mcked i&an to be a&^ 
jred, that death woi^d cestainly remotre hiw into- fuch ^ 
ilate, that affurance, infiead of seconciling him to th« 
.change, would rather make him averfe to it. He wifiie^ 
-for that kind of Heaven alone, which Mahotaoet promifef 
ins difciplti^ 

Of indi^n&ble importance there&re it is, to the ovety 

<onaing that reluctance to death, which arifes^from thb cbn^ 

^deration, to have the heart formed into an aptitude to the 

'buihiefs and enjoyments of 4he other world. And fiieh h' 

the effed of the influence and operation of divine gract 

,^pon it. Whcare religion prevails, a preference will be gi* 

i^en to the pleafkres refulthag horn the favour of Qod^ a|i4 

the pure and fpiritual eKeroifes of the mind, to any other 

jvhatever. And though the beft of men, by reafon of the rei- 

inains of imper&^ion and fin wluth ftillckeve to theoi^ wiU 

endure many painful flru^les within, ^ad fbmetimesr fuSbr 

a fad fulpenfion of thwr noblcfl comforts ^ yet the hope of 

being freed from fin^ and enjoying fuch a kind of heaven at 

1 have been defcxibingi will afibrd them folitl fatisfadion; 

And 
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MS TBE VSE^r fXLlGWH 

JLnd it is eafy to fee diat this being their haUttialteinpei^ 
they are better prepared for this great change than other 
Hien. That which the finner would account a great infe- 
Keity, b4n the apprehenfion tif the good man the higheft 

Thus It appease dten, that the ftate in which death finds 
the real Chriftian, gires him an advantage againft mofl of 
tbofe eTilSy which render the apprehenfion t>f it formidable. 
Whence the utili^ of reli^n at this moft important junc- 
ture is clearly evinced. And now, 

Sboonblt, Let us take a view of tbofe extraordinary 
fkffioruandconfolationsj which it phafes God to qjfordjbme 
Cbriftians in jbtir la^ moment. Andh«re, 

I* It is remarkftble that n»iny»perfi>ns do at this time en- 
joy an unufual flow of animal fpitits. ' 

■ How this is, 1 will not pretend to fay \ whether it may 
be accounted for on phyfical principles, C^r is to be attribute 
cd to the immediate influence of an all-wife and good Pro- 
vidence. It is pofl^ble that the violeiit flruggles of nature, 
when the ^onftitution is jiift breaking lip, may give an ex- 
tfaordinary force and energy to the animal fpitits \ like a 
candle, which, when it is nigh being extingiu(hed, will fud- 
^cnty recover itfdf, and ihoot out its light with xmufusd 
brightnefs towards the la^. This is very obfervable in fom(^ 
diforder^ •, and being no other than a mere eflfbrtof nature, 
is common to bad as well as good men. But the effedl, in 
fome inftances, fo far exceeds the force of any natural, ap- 
parent caufe, that we itiay with good reafon impute it to the 
particular favour of divine Providence. And this, I doubt 
not, they who have ftood by the dying beds of 'Chriftians 
have obfcrved with peculiar pfcafure. Some of them, and 
thofe too, who, when in health, were of a "different com- 
plexion, have happily enjoyed a cleamefs of perception, a 
livelinefs of imagination, and a ftrength and v^ur of fpi- 
ritl, which have been truly aHoniihing. I fay not that this 
is the cafe ol alL But fo it is in {bmc indances. And I 

know 

*. 
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3ui0W no reaTon why it ihould not be afcribed -to a fpecial 
and extraordinary influence exerted upon the animal frame. . 
•But be this as it may, it is certain, 

2. That their minds are often compofed, and their hearts ; 
fujdained, by a feafonable reflexion on the great truths of 
religion. 

Thefe are at all times, if properly applied, the nobleft 
cordialsthat can be adnnmftered to the afitifled bread : but .- 
they*are never (b falutary as on thefe occaiions, when it is . 
out of the power of any worldly confiderations to afford re- * 
lief. How foft and pleafing that idea'' of the Bleffed God , 
which the gofpcl fuggeft«, as laying afide all the terrors &£ , 
avenging juftice, and affuming, for Chrift's fake, the endear* . 
ing chara^ers of a friend and parent ! How enlivening the ,• 
<confideration of that tverhjling cMnnant he has -made with • 
his people, ordered in edl things and fur e *J How reviving 
^e many, exceeding great and precious promifes of his - 
Tford, that be wi// never leave nor forfahe them f / that 
^ben they pafs through ihe fire be will be witb them, and- 
through the waters they Jhall not overfiow tbem%; and 
that wbenj^ejb and heart fail, them ^ he wiU be the Jirength- 
of their heart and their portion for ever || / How foothing;,r 
40 a word, the rcfle^lion, that, 4is the. cbildr>en were parta- 
kers of ftefb and bloody the Son of God alfo took part of 
the fame J ; that be has borne their griefs ^nd carried their, 
Jorrows ^ ^ that be has redeemed them from the €urfe ** 
of all thofe evils they endure j that be bas^>by dyings de», 
flroyed him that bad the power of death f f ; that he -is noW; 
touched with the feeling of their infirmities %% ; and that, 
iie lives to take care of them in tlie hour of death, and by^ 
his own kind hand to condu61[ them fafe to manfions of eter-> 
nal glory ! Thefe truths are evidently adapted to compofe. 

Vot. II. 5 ^ the, 

♦ 2 Sam. xxiu. 5. f tteT>. xiii. 5. \ Ifa xHii. t. 

1 Pfal. Ixxiii. a5. $ Heb. u. 14. ^ Ifa, liii. 4. 

*» Gal. ui. 13. tf Hcb. ii. 14. %% Chap. iv. 13. 
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"290-- THE VSE'QB RfU^rON 

the imnd, to reeonoilib^ it to tbd H*iUro( Go^ stxA^dnff^ 
it vdth refoltttioQ. 

Sicknefs indeed, is not a.tkne few-clafewadlfiKed-ilniditar 
^icn. The tHoi^hts aore u&ixlfy hnoikcD. and eonfuTed; and 
the* attention c^ilarbed andr intennptedr,. Yet a^ glance on- 
ly at thcfe matters hath a happy and iaiutary effe6l to holli 
up^ the flnkiHg Chriftian' fconn der(pair^i and fceephim fte^dy 
amldil' the fiorms of has . approachii^ 'd/tfii:4uiioiu <^d i^ 
plba^ Ukewlfe > too. Aiei^^oir hist wiad. Ib( &cK ziefio^kms^ 
toimpreftthdm with power on. hb. hearty and to.m^e: iHeia. 
efeftuat to tha purpofes juii mcottoaed^ 5o th»t. ^s th© 
outward man decays the inward ir reneftved day by day. 
What feremty have the QounteoaQces- -^ &>mfr timorous 
^Chriftian»-a&med,\fhilfl: their frteitdsNhave beenremipding 
^henir of thefe truths ! How have. thei^pain$ been foothed 
by thefe plealint founds ! And' how have, tb^y ^xpreiledy . 
though with fEiultering. lip^, the: in^*ard &ti$&^ion andooaoH 
j>ofure tlwy have feJt !— ^** The fbund^ionof Godfleudetk 
" furo — He is faithful that hath ptomifodr^X have caft. an- 
*^ chor.Qnhis« truth and: goodnefs— There I. leave myfelf^ 
** I. hope, r truffc all is weif £ut it » the Inig^efs^ of 
iome of them, 

3. 'So enjoy at this critical feefon ra durance erf fftttb. 

They are not only well fati«fied of the |;rQunds on whtchx 
their future e^tpedsuions are buiit, taotdhsvoM .^^p^ hope 
through^ grace^ aa the apoftle ex^rcffts it * ; but they aie 
relieved of all their doubts, and {KtiTefs a.ficm perfu<tfion of 
Jtheir everiafting felicity, ^ear -ttnd. dread, fidi upo^, tbeir 
enemter^ as Mbie» fstys^ erf tb« Cknawmtes y they. arejUU «r 
a-flone^ till thy people pafi over^ thy people^ Q Lardy whom 
tbim baft purehafed f. The confJi^ which thcy.befo«o 
endured' are now at a|> end* The grand queillon is decid' 
ed. They kttow whom they have believed ^ and^jK.perfuad' 
ed that be, iV tiUe to ke^ whaJ they have committed to bitn 

Mgainfi 
♦ % Thcff. ii. \6, t Etod. sv. 1^. 
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atrawjTiBat ^ay ♦. 51>cy <irefc0hd xvith'the Spirit of pro^ 
Tnife % und are waiting for -iMkx ^itfoaifiion hence to glory . 
'0 how iair %hc appearance i^ligi^m now afl&mtts I HoHv 
«ttnn^ve t\it dyarimit 1IOW w^rs-I Whd can behold tfcc 
dying Chriftfed ih'thk^mpet, x^ithoutentyii^ hita of the 
jjlwifure he'fe^k*? ^His j«>y« it mjiy be aretiot ecftfttic and^ 
tmmphawt j yet lie^is more *han coitipofed, for heis cbecr-- 
hxli, tti<rre than pc^c^fal, for :be is bappy^- He poflfeffcs' 
^bimfelfv Aiid flailing uptJn liis fmtid^, inftead of waiting 
•to rcceiv-e confohtion from them, he becoroestheirinftnic-- 
tor and comforter. How oalm'his ireafomftgs! How pleaf- 
tfig his refieBiort* ! -How ge'ntk and ^erfuafive his admom- 
tkrisl ^rbiR him iheti l*t w now learir wh?rt it is to- 
•die, and whiit k^fje ufe df religion ih deafth*^" Life, with 
«- all its iJlerfanffeeneSj fays he, -is paiTwg-aw^y 5 but I le* 
^gt'et'ndt'its lofn 4^h«vc'loi^ finte pronounced canity 
'** on ^hv world : «i0!<e ftfbftarf&i^l blifs ^I^'hav^ in prbfped 
** -*^Aifflt6lfed il atn 5 yift tny afli*ftioti :fe lightt«trd Motmeh- 
« taryj ^kfe,'ftir lefe than I ^ave^defetwd. It is the will of 
^.itiy hear^iily J'atherj and IfuPbmit to it; He tnalccs my 
^'piilow-eafy, and ^why ^{bould 'I^nmrtnur?— Death I fee 
** iapproaehing ; 'btit <I am wrt afraid to di». My fins, wWch 
« 1 have -felt -ind 5bewailed,:the litood of i(3fl:Ht toth done 
** away 5 atid befftg rec<niGil€d by hi$ 4Jeath, Irow nuoh 
*** mbre- fhall f -be faved l>y his ttfe ! O tow precious is- 
'" Chrift now to -«iy foul! Mow revmBg the Iwpe of 
^ dwelling for e^ver wi^h *him !— ^With you, iny feiends,. 
" I maft qtitclily part •, "but I have a better company to 
*•* join,— -I comnoit you itttothe hahd« cjf a good God, and 
*** hope to meet yon again— O roak« kim yourtruft, and 
•* he mil never foi'fake you.'*— Mappy man ! Who would 
not be glad, in this temper of mind, to taokt his exit 
Irence ?*-And yet a hi^'her degree of happincfs ftill is the 
exallted privilege of ibtae few holy men ofKJod: for there 
aoe thofej,: 

4. Who 
♦ aTim,i.TZS fEph.iiij. 
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2tZ THE OtC OF UlLlGtOf^ 

4. Vfho pafs off the dage of life triampbantly*^ 

To compofure fucceeds^ cheerfulnefs ; to cheerfultoefia& 

' &rancc ; and to aflurance an ecftafy of divine joy — an ele*^ 
▼ation of the mind to God^ that is tiulj noble and ailonitti^ 
ingy and yet widely different from the unmeaning raptures^ 

' of imagination and enthufiafm.' It is the genuine eStQ. 

' not of ao artificial management of the paifions, but of a deep 

''and lively impreffion of eternal things upon the heart. It 
is a kind of exultation that, inflead of weakening or oh- 
llru^ng the powers of reafon, refines and improves them. 

• For the fame heavenly ray that warms, enlightens^; beams* 
upon the underftanding, while it enkindles the affeSions* 
~0 with what refulgent Splendour do the glories of the 
ether world now dart upon the whole foul, and light it in« 

> 10 one bright and inextinguiihabla Hame ! How doth the 
countenance, of the transfigured ChriHian, if I may fo de« 
fcribe him^ . refemble that of an smgel of Crod, while like 
Stephen he fees the glory (s£ God, and Jefus ffanding atv 
his right hand : and while like Elijah his immettal fpifit 

^ afcends to heaven in a chariot of celeftial^re ! Alltfaoughts^ 
about the prefent world, all dlread of death, yea his vesy 
pains^are absorbed and fwall^wed up in that fenfe he feeb^ 

: of the love of God, and in thofe tranfporting perceptions 

'of approaching blifs which: overwhelm his -heart. He is* 
juft fetting foot on the (hore of Canaan^— at the very fub- 

. urbs of heaven — ftretching outthe hand to feiz^e the crown. 

. His imprifooed fpirit, impatient of confinement,- is ready to 
burft the ftiell, andtofbrce its paflage outof this tenement- 
of clay. He can fcarce contain himfelf. His joy is ub- 
fpeakable and full of glory. Now with the great apoflle 
hefings,— *' death y where iLthyJing^ (X ^av£^ where 
** is thy viBory ? Tb^Jling of death is Jiriy and theftrengtb 
** of . Jin is the lam. But thanks be to^ Gody who giveth me 

'^^^ the viSioryi through Jefus Qhrijl my Lord'^y Now 
with Job he exults,—** O that my words were written in 
** a bonk I that they were graven with an iron pen and 

'' ieai 
« tCor.xv. 5^^57i 
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^ lend in the rock for evirl For I i«oW that my ReJeem* 
♦* er //W/^, anJ that hejhalljland at the latter day on the 
*^ earth* And though after tny Jhin,^ worms deftroy this ho^ 
** ^y ^ y^ '* myfle/hJh4iUlfeeGod*-^l now fee him — Itis 
•• enoegh— ." Thus led by the hand of the good Shepherd, 
ftnd thus conaforted with his rod and-his Ila£f, he paJQTes joy- 
fully the dark v«lley of the fliadow of death \ and even 
befofe he gets (htoun^h it^ joins the angelic throng who 
wait his arrival, in the new and tiiumphant fong of 
Mofes and the Lamb.^— And now^ 

III. What improvement h to bo- made of thefe things V 
Wliy, 

I. From the terrors of death, asyou have heard them 
defcribed, v^e may take our meafures of fin. God is un- 
xfaeilionably moll wife and goodw And death is, in the ap- 
jprohenikm both of natore and oonfcience, a very great 
«vil. Mankind mall therefore have offended God in a ve- 
ry high degree^ or> he would not baveinfli6Ud fo ignomi- 
nious and bitter a cuxfe upon them;;- Go, y^ who make a 
dock of fin, fee the king of terrors wxeekiag his refentments 
jmci the hnpenitent and ungodly, and -then fay. Whether 
^that ^hich ^ives the lad enemy fo^hailly a countenance^ 
fSMid arms him with fnch iharp and poifonous darts, is not 
^d ail evils the greatfiH > O if men did bat ferioufly liilea 
to the great truths which this laH folemn ^ vent teaches^ 
'thty would ' not, they could not think fo lightly of iin^ 
much lefs f6 greedily commit it, as they commonly do I 

fi. How infinitely aie we indebted t4>>^he Blefled God, 
<f*r that glorious deliverance from the terrors of death and 
its tremendous confeqaences, which the gofpel fo merci- 
.£^ly propofes ! Death had madean eternal facrifice of eve- 
ry individual of the human fpecies to thejuH refentments 
of Heaven, had* n«t the Son of God inter pofed, and by dy« 
iirg fatisfied the demands of judice, and defrayed him that 
jMd th^ power af death, that is the devil. O amazing 
S^ love 

* Job «ii.ji3— 25. 
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loveef the Father, that he (hould not fpare his own Soni^ 
bat freely give him up for otir fakes ! And O amazing lovtf*: 
of Chrift, that he (hould taflc death, in all the bitterneis of 
h, to provide for our fupport and comfort in thefe trying: 
moments ! What gratitude, as well as joy, (hould infpire 
our hearts, while we reiie^^ thus on the infinite expence at 
which we are faved from the curfe of this the greateft o£' 
natural evils,- and in the profpedl of which, the ftoutefl 
heart trembles ! 

3 . What an ine(limableble(nng is true religion ! It is thfe. 
or.Iy thing that will ftaiid us in (lead in the hoar- of death.- 
Neither wealth, nor power, nor greatnefs, nor friends, will 
be of any avail then. Men may defpife it* when they are 
in health and flrength, and in the midft of affluence and- 
plieafure ; but where isnhe wretch 'that dares laugh at it in 

. the immedfate views of eternity ?— Ah ! no. They then- 
think otherwife. HUd they millions of worlds; they would 
part with tbem dl, to obtain the comforts and hopes F 
have been jiifl now defcribing. How defirable then is an^ 
intereft in Chrift !' Hie alone can. fave an immortal ibtil 
from the miferles of the fecond dfeathj and give it an adi- 
miflion into the realms^ of light and glory above. O may 
this therefore be the grand objefl of our concern, and 
may every thing elfe be held in fovereign contempt, when 
compared with this, the greateft good ! In one word, 

4. If there are fuch fupports provided- for the dying 
Chii(!ian, and fuch bright profpe^ls beyond' the grave'j 
then let the fait!i cf thefe things have its fuitable effe^ on . 
our temper^and condufl— to moderate cnr affeftions to the 
world — to reconcile us to our afflrdlions— to infufe fwect- 
neis into our enjoyments — and to fubdue in us the fear of 
death. The Lord is your Shepherd^ Chriftian, you Jhail 
not want. He will take care of you all the days of your 
pilgrimage on earth. He will fuftain you with his rod and 
Jiaffm the valley of thejhadow of death. And he will- at 

length give you a joyful entrance into the heavenly world^ 
where "^QMjbail dwell in bis boufefor ever* 
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DISCOURSE XVH. 



THE FINAL CONSUMMATION OF RELI- 
GION IN HEAVEN. 

Romans vi. 22.' 
'——Tie end enyerlajiing lift. 

IT Hath ev«r been tKe permerfe langmge of tlie men tS 
this world, ** What is the Almighty that we ihould 
'•* fcrve him ? and what profit (hall we have if we pray to 
** him ?" A kind of expoftulation which argues as great 
a degree of ignorance and folly, as of impiety and profane- 
jiefs. What profit ?^— There is great profit in ferving God, 
Thoufands in every age have borne this honourable tefti*- 
•mony to- real religion. A mighty pnnce,. and the wifeft 
•too that ever fwayed an earthly fceptre, hath told us that 
4he way^ of wifdcm are pleafantnefs^ and all her paths ar£ 
feace*. And the great apoiUe of Chrifl, whofe teflimony 
16 unqueftion^le^ hath afiured us that godlinefs is profiet" 
hie unto all things^ having a promtfe of the life that novj 
is f • But, admitting that it were in fome refpeds other- 
wife— admitting that the path in which the Chriflian b led, 
were dark, rough and intricate, and that temptations> dan- 
gers and forrows awaited him all his way through this wKU 
dernefs 5 yet Hill the profit is great, inconceivably great: 

for TiiE ^D IS EVERLASTINa UF£«. 

Such 
♦ Prov. iii. 17. - ^ - \ x Tim.iv. 8. 
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2l6 THE FINAL CONSUMBIATIO^ 

Such you fee istHe-language of the text. And the arga^ 
ment receires-no im«11«ll^ti<»id^fero%^reioil]e'va^'^^ 
ing light in w^hich the apoftle hath placed it 'y I ra«an the 
contrail he forms between thecharaders and future condi- 
tion of the Tighteous -on the one -handy^nd of- the^ wicked' 
on the other. « He had been reafoning with the Chriflians- 
at Rome upon their obligations to obedience. And in or* 
der to fix thefe impreffions the deeper in their hearts, he 
reminds them of the miferable flate they were in, while 
under the power of -fin and^nbelifllf ^ and thtib oppo^^s tO' 
that (late their preient happy condition, and their future^ 
glorious profjpe&. Wbai fruit hadyt theniitihoft thingty ■ 
ivhereof ye art novo ajhamed?'for the end of thofe things^ 
is death. But now bseittg made frte from Jin, end become' 
fervants to God^ye hetve j^our fruit ^unto holinefsy and the 
endeveriafiing life. 

And thus to^ tifas i^ry dinafe^t^^Kaii-be #etoHfid fi^pmi' 
the men of vice and fin, which as ^ we hate )oi)iewed« they 
ate fo prone to fut to the ^ChrtfbiMi-«'^W%i(t ^yroit 4iave 
you in fervttig Satan, and tiae hafts of ^'oulr t>wb 4iociits^ 
Yt>a will iay perhaps4n ^be lan|[gpaage yofir>aKiil€r woaM 
have ^mcre put into^he tnoiath of Job, "Think yo^ we 
•forve him ^r nai^ht ?**-«No. We^donk thiibk yofu -fi^lire 
Itifnfor nai^t; You have jrour reward, .&oh «Sjk^4 
'even the poor pittance of ibme little trBfifiet)t'{«Afiiftljf>l«£K 
"ittre, which faiis^not to brtag after it •itker'fooner oc4aletr 
^ftame^nd milery.' ,3** wages of finis dimh K Bwt as' 
to the man of religion, though be may be e^q^fiNl to fomje< 
prefetit outwavd mconvenienees % yet^ having his fmit unto - 
faolinefe, he evai now participates the joy^'of faith* and ja ^ 
the end ihail po^fs eternal life. 

By et^nal Hfe is meant the happy condition ^-^^^dt • 
tnen in the world to come. It is expre(&ve;of their e«-i 
'flence after death, of the perfJe^ion to which their natulFe 
ihall attain, and of the untnterrupted feMcky theyfiudl^d* 

joy 

"* Vcr. «3. 
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jpy to* all eternity. How well th« phrafe is adapted t» 

. eouvey each of tbefe ideas, and with what propriety there* 

. fore it IS fo frequently ufed in Scripture to defcribe the 

heavenly A ate, I hardly need ohfcrve. Now the text tells^ 

. us that ibe end is eternal life ; a mode of expreilion which 

may, 

I* Point out the term at which the future happinefs of 
the Chriflian (hall commence, eyen the clofe or period of 

• the prefent Hfe. When jthis life ends that (hall begin* To 
/the (hort winter day ive fp end here on earth, (hall immt-^ 

diateiy fucceed one long never-ending age of blift and glo* 

xy in hearea.. 

Some there are who deftr the happinefs of the faints tO' 

riie morning of the refurredion« and fuppofe the foul fleeps 

with the body till that lime. A notion this^ which, mt* 
.thinks, cannot fail of caOing a gloom over the mbds of^ 

good men, on the one hand^ who muft needs wi(h to rt« 
.main in peflTeflion of themfelves after death t, and of afford* 
. ing jpleafure to the wicked> on the other, who would glad- 
, ]y get rid, though it were hut for a time,. of the painful 
.reiledions and fears which thdr guilt excites. This ob-» 
■ jedion may^ indeed, feem to be removed by the con£dera- 
. tion, that the two points of the foul^s falling afleep and 
. awakening mud to^its own apprehen(ion be united, there 

being in this cafe no confcioufnefs during the iolervening 

• fpace* But (not to fay how few there are upon whom 
fiich a refinement will be likely to have any cffcdl) it is 

. farther to be objeded to this notion, that if the foul may 
fleep for a hundred or a thoufand ycarsj it may^ for aught 
there is in the foul itfelf^ ileep for evex : and fo all the ar- 

. guments in favour of a future (^ate, arifing from the natu« 
ral immortality of the foul, are entirely dciJroyed. The de- 
finition however of the foul, as being an adive, confoious 
principle, and of a nature perfcdly remote from matter^ 
i^^m% to me the mod juft and accurate that can be given: 
ef it. And if that be admitted, I do not fee how the idea.^ 
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tif its flc€pmg, or ceafingto fhirik and ri€l, cauljc ^reconcff- 

cd to b.^-^But jt f»bf Scri^urc ffast our feitb asCbfifti^ 

jffls imift be regttktedv and I cannort piareervt «ny real 

ground in tli«t fat:rcd book for this unpfoafin^r notion. Ou- 

the contrary, our Saviour e«4denl}y' t^e« the do^triDC *f 

a fcparatc ftate for granted in the parable of Dives and L*- 

xarus *. He xlearJy «fleits h iti 'hrs wortls ^ the penitent- 

thief onithe cro(s,TodayJb'a/t tifouhe %vithfnei»paradtfe\^ 

And «s the apoftte^s 'declaring, that 4s€ judged it far imur' 

forliim to be witb^ChriJl 'than to continue hefe,fuppofes 

it % \ fotlie feme apoftleclfe where «3iprefeiyli»aks of ^/»§- 

ahfent from the body^ and prefent with the Lor4^\^ Noriiy^ 

^tre 'ony ititmratton ghren us in Stm^rtu^e, iis^ j teawniber^ 

^art a Hepafrate 'ftttt« of <ej(tA^ae is4i puvitege {ioettiiflr^ah> 

theepoftles. IttfetUms^hefiefove^lfaatiihe'eiiadf^iMe.pre* 

«feiit life, is to '^e Chdftkntbetliettt «t4^4udi bk&tutc' 

* 2. The'^rftf^itiey1>e^d«^gimdno littimfite yet i&riiier,. 
^timt the4idppinrefi whidh t)«fr (dims oMjoy?in)hcm^M, is^e- 
ferftGwn of'whttt Ih«y4n a d«gf«e'«ttakito facre4)n«ftrth..- 
And ib'this ibtufe eterttal 4i£3 is to'bfe coniifieeed, -wit oal]p 
^n^>ppoStitm to tfheir citiftcnoft ksere, but Ufcewife in tefer- 
ence to th^ divtne U^ \^kh4s4i«r^:bcgcm m thdrdieBrtB.. 
I^'e opoflk 'had been fpeaking^ Aeir ba^ngthm^firuitr 
iWtoiiollnefe) and lb very* ^ope^fy «dd*i that the end^'^r 
^^e final completion'O^ thi4 life of bbliutfs-on e«aib, will iie- 
eternal life in heaven. 

When men are oonverted and beoome tmly teHgiov^^. 
tl^ &re reprcKented in Scripture as being ^«r^^A^i/ or made 
f^ire by the gmcc of ^God [{a They hifw eternal lifey^kt 
ts, tfhe feeds, the begttmtng, the dami of eternal life in 
ihem § . And when they ^re removed henoe, thefe primSi- 
pks or liabits of grace which were thus generated in thiSr 
Itearts here, are ripened, tnatured and brought to thtir nt- 

moft 

* Luke Kvi. Tp. — ult. f liuke xxiii. 43. t'PhtlTp. i. 23. 

If 2 Cor. V, %, \ Ep>, ii. 5. - $ i John iii. 15^ 
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^gaopft fei'lvfiion. Now. tbu defcriptlon of bearen furniihc« 
vtis^ wtcb' p«if4iap9 the moft clear aod jpA concegtions oC th:e 
hv^pioefs.or it^ tjbatace attainable in tbcprefent li£e. Far 
^j&-need onl; cecur- to. what tm^ xeiigtoD is, andlmvlngdir«il' 
el it o£ tli»erroc9.weakne& and impexfe^lion which at prdient 
att«sid itv.we at once get a bcigbt aod fileaiing^ idea, thougb 
flijyt but* aparXialone„Q£ what tbe bli& and gloiy-of that world 
r^aHyi i$. I^ is tbe knowledge of tbe £le£M Cyod, and of 
foiir Lord J^e&sCbcifi in tits moft.impravcd and p«r&d: 
il^e ; a knowledge which ^.evea now, ibmetimes entertains^ 
'i«rprire& and aninates the -Chri^aa. Jtis tb^ ooniumma* 
tion.ofthofe divine virtues and |^ce»wbicb^^vei| at pcc- 
ient, adetim.the^od nfKan^aod render hint in a degree ba{u 
pj. and^ufefuL There ht will a^udly be, what bo heijc 
iinccrcly aims an4 a;:dently. wLibes to be» Fit yCAir eyes, 
JSirs, upon the man who is b«il:ikilled in divine knowledg(^ : 
in- him you fee the eaily dawn»of that light which irradiates 
tbe miuds o£ the bleiTed above. Mark xht countenance, the 
^temper, the deportment of the Chriftian, who excels in, 
meeknofs, hinnility,. love and obedience J in hiiu you feo 
.the lineaments, the ieaturesy the diftant refemblaocfi of thofa 
who are grown up to the flature of men in Chrift Jafus^ 
who are new of age; and are entered, upon the poffefllon of 
that inheritance -of which theywerethe other day, the heirs 
-and expectants only. Tbg end is eternal life — the perfec- 
jtion of real genuine religion, the highell imp^qvenient of 
n:irtue, the final coirTummation of grace. — Once more, 

3i Eternal life i& the end of holinefs as it is the reward- 
of it. They who have their fruit 4mto holinefs ftudl affur- 
edly receive tliis rcoompence at the hand of divine mercy. 
Not that there can be aay merit in the obedience of a 
creature, reftored as he is from a flate of guilt and apoHacy 
to the favour and love of God. They wlio never finned have 
yet no demand to make upon tlieir Creator, but;, on the con* 
trary , maft humbly acknowledge, that all theyenjoy they owe, 
to his goodnefs. Much lefs hath the holinefs of a Chriftian, 

defeflive 
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^fedive and polluted as it is, the lead pretenfion to mef^ 
Jfthou^ Lord^ Jhnuldft mark iniquities^ fays the pfalmift, & 
Lord^ wbojbali^and*? and our Saviour requires us, when 
ive have done all thofe things ^e were comrnandedy to faj, 
We are unprofitable fervants : we have done that which 
V)as our duty to do f . And fuch will be, ilich is the tern- ' 
per of every red difciple of Jefus. Whilil, therefore, the 
apodle, in the verfe immediatelj following the text, ipeaks. 
of death as the wages ei fin, he reprefents eternal life as/ 
the gijtoi 'God 5 and as the gift of God, ihrough Jefus 
Chrift our Lord^ he having not only by his minillry brought 
life and immortality to Hght, but by his obedience and 
4kath expiated *our offences, and reconciled us to God. 
So that the divine juHice Is feoured from all imputation of. 
partisdity, while mercy triumphs. In beilowhig heaven on 
thoie who had violated the laws of their Creator, And 
ytt the bleffednefs-of the future Hate is^ften fpoken of in 
Scripture under the nption of a reward. The reafoQS of 
ivhich may be— bccaufe, thoiigh it is the reward of grace^ 
it is promifed to them, and to them onfy, who have their ' 
iruit unto holinefs — becaufe men will be dealt Tdth at the 
lail judgment according to their real chara^^ers, that is,' 
,the wicked will be condemned, <and the righteous will be * 
acquitted, the merit of their falvation being at the fame 
time referred to the mediation of Chdft alone — becaufe, 
farther, there will be degrees of happinefs difpenfed to 
Chriftians, according to their various capacities and fervi- 
ces, as feems plain from many paffages of Scripture— and, . 
in a word, the matter is fo reprefented, to animate us to 
diligence and perfeverance in our courfe of -duty and fiiffer- 
ing. 

And now, having explained the text "mth as much bre*' 
vity as I well could, we proceed to difcourfe more parti- 
cularly of that ETERNAL tiFE whtch is the end of the happy 
experience and pradice of true religion ^ and which be 

(haU 
* Pfal. cxxx. 3. f Luke xvii, 10. 
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fliaU moft eertainly enjoy, who ^ing maJeJretJrsM Jim, 
becomes afervant to God, and hatb Ms fruit tmto haline/sh 
And here I (hall, 

I. Lay before you tke evidence we have of ^ future 
^^e of hs^pirieiis ^ 

II. Attempt fome defcription of that ftate •, and, 

III. M^ke a fuitable improvement of this very impor* 
tant ax^d ammatiog fu)>je4t. 

I. Let us begin wkh xh& evidence of a future ftate of 
iiiapplpefs. 

So generally do^es the doflria^ of rewards and punifli' 
m^nts after death obtain in thjs world, that an enquiry into 
the grounds of it may, at firft view, ktm. unnocei&ry^ 
But v^hoever confiders that there are fc^Bie few who dcn^ 
%his great do6lrine, or, however, do their utmoft ^ per^t 
fuade themfelves, that it hath no other foundation than m 
mere fancy and fuperAition \ that the greater part of iman-^ 
kind take the queftion for granted, v^ithoi^t emering. &£i-r 
oufly into the merits of it ^ and that thofe who hold it up-' 
on the fiiUefl and cleareft evidence of reafon and conicieDce, 
^d moil fincerely wifh tliere may be a future ftate, aire yetr 
fometimes affli^d with doubts concerning it : whoever, I* 
fay, confidersL thefe things, and refledls like wife on the infi^- 
nite importance of the matter, and on the thick and impe* 
netrable darknefs which Providence hath caft over ther 
world to come, fo that we can convert with it by £uth on- 
ly J he muft fee the utility of calling up to our view, for a^ 
few moments, ibme of the main arguments, both natural 
and revealed, in favour of this one of the firil principles of 
religion. Now, 

I. T\it pojihiiity oi a future ftate of exifteoce will be 
acknowledged on all hands. The idea does not involve in 
it a contradidion, abliirdity, or impoifibility. There is 
iio one principle of nature, or did^ate of veafon, that \% 
(hocked or furprifed at the thought. Nay, admitting that 
there is a God, it follows tfeit he who gave the confcious 

Vol. XL T fpirit 
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fpirit eKiftence, can eafily continue it in exiftence, even «dt- 
ter its connection with the prefent flate ceafes ^ and that 
he who created this world, which furnifhes fuch ftupendous 
proofs of alnughty power, can be at no lofs to make provi- 
iion in another, for ihe re^-ardin^ his friends, and punifhinjg 
his enemies. But, 

2. There is a high probability of fuch a ^ate, ^ appears 
from roanyconfideiations obvious ^o the perceptions and 
reafonings of etrery man. 

We have each of us a power of thinking, rcfledling, will- 
ing and pecfotming various a6ts, wherein our bulinels, hap- 
pinefs and Importance as intelligent creatures confift. This 
adive confcious principle we call the foul. It hath it^ 
feat at prefent in the body ^ though it is evidently of a na- 
ture very different from the body, aod hath no fymptosas 
or appearances attending it, which foretel -its puffing under 
fiich changes as are common to matter. The entire extinc« 
lion of thought, will, and confcioufn^is, or in jotber words 
the annihilation of the foul, is an unnatural idea, and gives 
psun to every mind except his whole guilt excites a dread 
of fomething worfe than a privation oi exidence. ^ay^ 
there is in all mankind an eagjer appetite or defire of im- 
mortality. And one (hould baldly fuppofe that he who 
made us would infuie ^ch <a propenGly inXo pur nature^ 
tvithout any intention to gratify it* 

. It is a fadl llkewiCe, that this notion of the immortalitjr 
of the foul hath genjcrally i)btaiiied in the world *. The 
heathens liad an idea of it, fome of them firmly believing 
k^ others amidfl all their doubtsiearueflly wifliing it might 
prove true, and the reft, few if any of them, abfolutely dei- 
nying it. Now the general prevalence of this do61rine is 
not eafily to be accounted for, without allowing' that it hath 
fbme foundation in truth and reafon. Admitting however * 
that the notion firft fprung from mere fancy and imagination^ 

that 

♦ .^.^ Permaoere an'mios arbitramur coofenfu nationiun omntun, 
&c. Cic. Tufc. ^weft. lib, I. 
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ikit it was quickly adopted and improved By artful men ta 
anftver fecblar and political purpofes, and that fo h became 
univcrfal •, yet k (bould feeift Arangc, that an infinitely wife 
and good God (hOuW in no age interpofe.his anthority, to 
undeceive men upod^ » point of fo interefting^ a niattirev 

To which it fhoukJ be added, that i£ the hiftory of maif 
is confined to the prefent life, and hath no connection with 
a future 5 the ways of Providence^ ki general^ afre envelop-* 
•d in impenetrable darfcncfs and myftery, and we, are de-' 
prived, in a great many particiilar niflances^ of the only 
means of defending th^-wifdom aftid juiliec bf God from the? 
imputation of weaknefs and partiality. — As ta the general 
condu£l of Providence : There is an amazing exertion of 
power in the building, adorning and fibpporting the cmiou» 
£ibric of this worlds But how ftrange ! that the Blefled 
God (hould be at f<y prodigious an expence, if his only ob- 
jeft were to provide for the entertainment of a fucceilion of 
fhort-lived creatures, who, when they die, fhould ceafc to 
e*xift *, and'whofe ch^radters and afiions (hould have no 
referende ta a future flafe, Na one can examine carefully 
the hiftory of the world, without being ftruck with furprife 
at the various ftupendous events and revolutions which 
have taken place in it, and i^ithout acknowledging, me« 
thinks, that th^y muft have come to pafs by the permiffion 
and influence of Divine Providence. But what (hall wc 
think of the wifiiora of God, or of his other attributes, if 
we will not admit that thefe events bear a relation to one 
grand plan, which, when completed, fhall be exhibited ta 
the view of the whole intelligent creation, and efpecially 
to them who have been the inilruments employed to carry 
it into execution ? 

And 

* Si fine caufa gignimiir ; fi in hominibus procreandis providentia. 
nulla verfatur, fi cafu nobiunetipfis ac voluptatis noftree gratia nafci- 
o^r ; fi nihil poft mortem fumus : quid pot^il effe tarn fuper vacuum, 
tarn inane, t^m vaoum^ quiim humana res eft^ quam noiiindus ipfe ? 

Lactant. lib. 7» 
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And then, as to mdhriduals. It is a fiaft, which Aej V9h& 
believe abd who do not beHcTe the Bible milft acknow- 
ledge, that there are foave righteous, and foaae wicked men, 
ibme comparatively good, and fome bad, fome who have the 
fear of God before their ejes, and (omt who riot in wanton- 
nefs and fin. And it h alfb as evident, that the bleffings 
of Provideace are promilcuonfly difpenfed among mankind ^ 
nay, that the wibked often profper, while the virttrous are 
opprcfled and affii^ted. Now, how natural is it to con* 
elude £rom hence, that there it another date of exift* 
cnce wheifetA all dsefe matters fiiall be explained, and both 
the Jul) ice and gOodncfs of God vtn£catcd and honocnred ? 
and however it may be thought by fome, thirt diere is m 
more equal diftributiob of happinefr among mankind in the 
j^efeht life thatr \i comntoniy appfohended; yet even in 
this cafo it inifl be ackno^cdged^ that it is th^ hopes and 
Comforts of reltgiofl which have thi^ chief influence in 
bringing n:ralteHi to a bal^mce. And it (hould feekn ftrange 
indeed, tfhftt tbdt vAAth gives rife to the ihoft rational anct 
defirable joyi of the prefeat Hfe, (hoold in the end pco^e 
no other than A deeepttom 

Thus prObc^^le is it, upon the principles of reafon and 
prefent appearances, that the foul is immortal^ and that 
thtte is a future ftate of rewards and pnntfhmeBt^. But 
not to reft the matter here, there are, 

3* Such farther grounds for our belief of thefe impor- 
tant truths, aif amount to a certainty. For, if God hatfa 
given us a pofitive revelation from heaven to a&re us of 
ancrthcr ftatt, and if that revelation is authenticated by 
fttch proof as cannot be rejcSed without manifeft abfurdi** 
ty •, the grand queftion we arc here confidering is put be- 
yond nil poffible doubt. Well 5 fuch revelation God has^ 
given us, and is contained m the fcriptures of the Old and 
New Teftamcnt. 

. As to the Old Teftament, though it does not treat fo* 
largely of this doctrine a& the New j yet whodrw atten- 
tively 
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^▼ely reads over that part of ^ine writ, and coniidcr* 
the explanation which Chrift and hk apoftles give us of 
fome parages in it which might othevwife feem obfcure, 
will I think acknowledge that a future aale was known 
and believed in the earUeft ages of the worlds aad that the 
light gradually increafed as the times of the gofpel ap* 
proflched. Not to mention thoie texts which fpeak ,of 
the future cooditioo of the wicked, and the judgment that 
fiiall pafs upon them y let^me recite a few fcriptures among 
many which tell u» of the happinefs prepared for good men^ 
abd which k the principal obje^ of this difcourfe* Enoch 
walked with God^ and ht was not ; for God took bim'^^ 
tranjlated him to another world, where be (hould enj6y the 
rewards promiied to thofe who pleafe God in this *. The 
patriarchs In after ages, if we will believe the writer to the 
Hebrews, defired a better country than that they poflcffed 
here on earth, even an beavenfy ;. and looked for a city 
vthich hath foundations^ whofe builder and maker is Godf. 
Jeb knew that his Redeemer livedo ami that after the pre* 
fent life befhould fee God J, Moies bad refpe& unto the 
recompence of reward^, David repiced in the certain 
h0pe of beholding tbe face of God in righteoufnefs^ and of 
hong fatisfied^ when he fhould awake^ with his likenefs ; 
a«d affures us, that there is verily a reward for the right* 
eous \ . Daniel tells us, thai many of them tbatjleef in the 
dnjl of the earth fb all awake ^ fome to everlafling life^ and 
fome tofhame and everlajling contempt ^. And, in a word, 
tbe prophet Hofea fpeaks much the fame language, when 
vpith triumph he foretels our redcmptioo from death and 
the grave **. 

But in the New Teftament Lifi ani> Immortalitt are 

brought to light — arc elucidated and made more clear and 

plain than under the former difpen&tion f f . Our Lord 

T3 Jcfus 

♦ Gen. V. 24. Hcb. xi. 5. f Vcr. i5. ro. % Job jrix, 25 

I Hcb, xi. 26. { PfiU. xVii, r5^-lviii. 11. 1[ Dan.xii. 2, 

•» Jief. xiii. ^^ 1 1 » Tim. i. 10. <Sf^i^^, 
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jfcftB Chrift, to- whofe mediation wc awe our hepcoif\x^ 
tore harppfncfs; htiih bimfelf pitted thb do£lriiie~m the ful« 
Icft light, affofing us that fhe pun n heart JhaU fit God^^ 
that the righteous JhaU go into eternal Hfe\^ and that as bim 
kingdom is not of this 'voorid^ k it is his Fatbtr*s good plea* 
fute to gkfe his iittU JlQck another, that is, zxn faeaveoly 
kingdom %, And his apo^ks aftfr htm itifitt largely npoiv 
this great fundamental trath of retigien, btttb in their dif* 
coutfes and epiftles *, declaring, in the ftrongefl terms, x\aM 
God vjho cannot He^ hadpromifid eternal life before tba world 
hegan^ that he had confirmed his promfi by an oaih^ wsA 
put the m:atter bey^md all difpute by raifing bia own Sonr 
from the dead § • Nor ihall I kere patticularlj recite the 
exalted deferifptions they every tvhere give u« of the worldr 
to ccoie, and thdr nervous and animating re^nings from 
thence to that temper and conduct:, which is moil pkafin^^ 
t6 God, ufefnl to fociety, and benefioiai tc ourfelves« 

The certsHnty then of this future iiate of iiappioels h 09 
longer to be queBioned, if thefe afiuranecs ei it can be^ 
fairly proved to come from God. And ef this wa bai^e^" 
every ktnd^ of evidence that can be reafimably defired* 
Here I might remind you of the anti^ity^ &bSii»ty and 
purity of the facred records j of the fa^ they relate, fiicb' 
as the miracles, deatby refurreAion and afcenfionof Jeiua 
Chiid, ^11 fupported by the «ioft nanural and convincing 
tedimony ^ of the prophecies of the Bibk, and their axa^ 
accompltihment, many of them in former ages, and fone' 
of them in dur own times ; and of the amastt^ f^cad of 
the gofpel, and the admirable effe^r it h^ produced ki' 
the hearts and lives of men. I might call up to your view 
the charadcrs of the facred writers, who, as thay a^rmtd 
they were divinely infpired, and aUthentkated thdt affir«* 
mation by the miraculous powers they es^rted^ fb likewlfe 
gave abundant proof that they were neither enthnfiafts oa 

Ibt 
• M&tth. V. S« f Gbap, xxr. 4^. 

i Luke »i 3t. | Tit. i. «. Rfbivi' '7* ^ ^^^* '» Sfi* 
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llie one hand, nor deceivers on the other \ but on the con- 
trary men of found und^rilandings ftnd honeft heacts. I 
might farther put you in mind of the fufferings to which 
6rey expbfed themfelves^, by tbmv fteady oppoition to the 
prevsiUng pa(&ioD9 and prejudices of ^e tknes^ and of the 
noble facrifice they, many of them, made of their lives to». 
the cau& of truth. I might sdd the fuU smd^ ^i^fadOry 
evidence we hstve thet thtfe afiur^nces of a fattire ftate of 
happinefs have been preserved umroi^pt through the worlk 
c^ times, by the fpecial provtdenkre of God, and' arc truly^ 
conveyed dOWir to tt» in theie laA i^es of the world. 

And now, Who^ can q.uefiio» thdt the foul is immostaly 
that there is ^ future ftate of happinefs and iD^iy, that 
all mankind are an»enable at the tribunal of the great God^ 
and that their end Who htnre had their fruit cmto h<dine& 
ikaU be e^erl&flmg lift^ The evidence amounts te^ morale 
certaitity. It is slcknotvlec^d indeed that the world to 
eome is inviftble : bat if on* that aceouat its reality is to be 
difputed, there is am end to all teMmoi^, and we may be 
jacftifiedia btlkviog nothing but what is the immediate obi^ 
je^ of our fienfes. He who haith been ia heaven has lma« 
felf told us that there is a beaten \ and having felemiily 
aiTared us of it, he has in our nature pafied into that world. 
Thoufands have believed it, and their fakh of it has naade 
them wifer, better and happier. And bad men, thouglli 
from a confcioufnefs of their uaibeetneis for it, they wouM' 
fain eifitirpate the idea of a future ftate from their minds^ 
yet know not how to refifl the force of this evidence, whe» 
duly laid bc^fore them^ O ! that it may have its propexl 
weight on all our minds, to awaken the thou^htlefs iinner 
to ferious canfideration, and to add firmnefs to that joy and 
pieafure which the Chriflian fomaetiroes feels in the prof« 
peft of all this happinefs and glory, of which I am quick* 
ly to attempt fome faint defcription ! 

PART 
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PART II. 



: From the general vie^v we have taken of the groiand^oB 
9ur faith a» to a future date of faappinefs, I proceed now^ 
.as was propofed, 

* II. To attempt foree defcription of that ^ate. 

It is indeed impoffible, in the prefent life, to acquire 
adequate conceptions of the felicity and glory of heaven.- 
Qur faculties are too feeble for the inveftigation' of a fub^ 
je6t fo fublime and exalted. Yet, if we would apply our- 
felves clofely to it, (and there is furely no fubje£t ft> impro- 
ving, or fa entertaining to a ferious nsind^, we might, me-^ 
thinks, come at Tome jufter and more animating ideas of the 
invifible world, than> thofe with which we are too apt 
to content ouvfelve». The proper ufe of our rearomng" 
powers, a due confideration of the prefent Hate of things^ 
and its connexion with the future, a careftil refledion upon^ 
what we have known and enjoyed of reHgion> and efpecial« 
ly a diligent attention to the light which Scripture hatb 
thrown upon> this matter, will greatly aflift us in our enqui'^ 
ries. It is true, the mod holy place b utterly concealed 
from the view of the generality of mankind, and from ma- 
ny of thofe too who wor(hi^ in the court of the temple. 
But the vail may be drawn aiide, Chriil our great High- 
Pried, who is paled into the heavens, ^tf/ifr drawn it afide 
for us J and we are permitted to look in without the im^ 
putation of profanenefs or prefumption. He hath opened a' 
door in heaven, and bid us come up thither, that we may^ 
take a view, though but tranfient and imperfe^, of the hap* 
pine Is and glory we are by and by to enjoy. Let us thea^ 
obey the divine command, take our leave for a while of 
this imin and bufy world, and by ^aith join the footcVy of 
the Blcffed. 

'.The mind of man is fo framed, that we acquire moft of 
our knowledge in the prefeiit ftate by the aid of our fenfef *^ 
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In ctmiticenSxin therefore to our wfeakncfs, aiid to allure 
us to fliU &r^r enqiif Us^ God has thought fit in Ui 
word to reprcfeut inv^bk things to ouf imaghi^ion, by 
fenfible ofcj«f^« wth which W6 «rc continually coftverfant*. 
But, at the &iiie time, he has taken care to caution ud 
againil afl::quiefciitg in thoTe trifling and grofs conceptions of 
Meaven, with which Mahomet hath fondly adiufed his vota«* 
nc&f without er^ guar<Uhg them agaiud this daiiger. For 
ihe Scriptures affure us, that it is a fpixitual Aate, and that 
^e emfloymixAs aAd fruitions of it are in truth in^itely 
mor9 refined and noble, than- any of the concerxu of this 
wo^^kl^ Of the gi^kisiications of fenie* 

Let v» begb then wich thofe defcriptions of heaveil 
wbicfa a^ him^vr^ frofio^ ^kEblt objeds^ aud b}r thtffe iie^ 
uktwi to a mc^o deati fpiritual a^ e^r^iig vi^W ol ^k& 
)A^eiM& of thkt ikit^. Md if we f^urch the Btbk, w« 
ihaU tbore fi^ a ^d^akA ^ the i^icheft and moft ^tUliAnt 
iiBftge» ttet nature ot oft olm fupl^ly } aH of them held u^ 
to our iriew in fuch a nianner, as to imptefe our mi^ds witb 
» general idfea of hap^inefs, Wealth attd fplendour ift thciif 
higheft per&^<M[ir Sodtelimei we re^ of tr^afure^ wifkH' 
9h»t6 cnnnot c^rrupi^ nor ti^'tf^s ^r^k iifrotifgB a^vf/hul * / 
of ajar ikore txceeding ande^rnal weight of glory f ; and 
oi an tftbtritawc^, in^orrufitihU^ undefihd\ and whith /ddeib 
fiot away J. Sometknes wes are told of a tejl that r^-' 
moinetbfor tbt peopie of God [|, alluding to the land of Ga*^ 
naan, which was given the Ifraclitcs for a quiet pcffefliott 
after their delireranee from Egyptian flavery, and their 
tedious wanderings in ar barren and folitary wildcrttefs* 
Sometimes We hive heavett dcfcribed as a paradife § , furnifh* 
ed with all kinds of fruiu^ eftriched with the raoft de* 
lightful pro(pe6ts-, and watered with rrvers of pleafiire ^ j 
a- paratfife in which ibtinbabitanu are ftowe of thtmjich **^ 
btrt the lamb who is in the midji of the throne feeds tbem^ 

and 

* Mat. vi. 2o» \ 2 Cor. ir. 17. X J Pet. i. 4. R Heb. i^. 9. 
} Luke xxiii. 4.3. % Rev. xxii. i, x. ♦« ITa* iaxiii.^4. 
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0ad ie^ds thtm unto Iroir^ /omntains of. wafers^ tod t^ 
bleffled God^ with his ewa kjnd and foft handi gently uji^y 
iiw/iy n/y $ears from (heir eyes *. Soinelia>es it is rcpre-' 
fcnt«d as » i>©/(/^, a houfe not madi with bands ^ eurnal int 
the heavens f , a heufe in^ which God reMes, and whereio' 
Chrift \i2Lt\i prepared manji^m^ ojt. apaxlments,. for every one 
of the family %. It is factlher oonip^ted t» a large and? 
magnificent city^ of which God is the bmildery whofe j^r^/x 
are gold^ 'us gates freari^ and the foundation of it garni/bed 
with precious Jiones ; a. city which hath the Lord God ^- 
migbty for its^ fun to.enii^hten i%^ and its temple to adoni it ^ 
a city into which nothing that dejiietbcd^n ever enter, whi- 
ther the kings of the earthy and all the nations of the earthy 
bring their glory and honour ^ and whe^e thens is nt> nighty 
but one bright eternal day ||. And ta give us a ilill more 
exalted idea of that bUfsful place, its vaU extent^ its fpten* 
4out and magnificence^ its order and rnegulan^yy it« ArengtW 
and fafety, together with the numbor , wealthy pejaGe^ hap^ 
j^nefs, and glory of its inhabitants j it is defcrU^ed as ar 
kingdom § — a kingdom which in all thefe refpeds infinitely 
exceeds that of the Aflyrians^ Greeks or Romans. Nay^ 
each one of the faiqXs is to poflefs a kingdom, for they are 
all of them kings and priefisuf^to God^ and as fiich to wcaj? 
crowns of righteoufnefs and glory ,^ and to be arrayed iiv 
robes of innocence and purity ^. But it were endlefs to. 
faiumerate the various figures, which Scripture hath intci:-^ 
woven with the accounts it gives us of the future happy 
fiate of good men. If this world, I mean the external 
frame of it, is amazingly beautiful and glorious ^ if the fun,, 
moon and flars furniQi illullrious proofs of the wifdom and 
greatnefsof God v and if even the meaned part of the area* . 
tion is capable of affording entertainment and furprife to* 
an inquifitive and contemplative mind^ how great muft 

be, 
* Rev. vii rj. \ % Cor. v. i. \ John xiv. «« 

II Rev. xxi. p, — ult. { Mat. v. lo. 8ic. 

% Rev. i. 6. a Tim. iv, 8. Rev. vii* 14. 
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jM tbe beauty, magnificence and fpkndour of the heavenlf 
«vorld ? that world where the great God gives the ^ileft 
difplay of hk infinite perfections. O the immenfity ctf that 
place ! It hath no bou!nd5.--*The brightnefs of it 1 God is 
the fun. — The purity of it ! Nothing that defikth (hall 
ever entetiaioh^-^Eye hath ncljeeny nor ear beard ^ net" 
iber have entered into tbe heart of man, tbe tbings wbicb 
God batb prepared for them that love him *. 

Not, however, con^nt with this ^neral view of the 
heavenly blefiedneis, let ais now move particularly confider 
•*— After what jnanner good men will exill -in that ftate*^- 
The perfe^on 'to which Jtheir fiature will attain—Their 
employment — The blefiednefs which ^ffl thence refult to 
i;faem«And the duration of their happinefs. 

First. After what manner will the faints exifl in that 
worlds 

The two conftituent parts of man are, foul and body. 
Thefe, in the prefent ftate, are clofcly united, and mutual- 
ly ad upon each other* But at death this union is diflblv- 
cd, and thie dujl returns to the earth as it was^ while the 
Jpirit returns unto God who gave itf^ — Now, as to the 
ibul, whether it exifts and a6ls purely of itfelf, 1 mean, un- 
Conned:ed with any material fubdance 5 or whether it hath 
fome vehicle .pcovidcd for its reception, which is what feme 
thin^L the apoftle intends hy our having a building of Gody 
an boufe not made with hands ^ eternal in the heavens f , ir 
difficult to determine. Though iiideed the difficulty at- 
tending either of thefe queflions, appears to me to be much 
lefs than that of fuppofing the foul fleeps, a notion which 
I cannot but conclude, as we have already feen, is both un- 
philofophical and unfcriptural. Without, however, enter- 
ing into a curious difquifitioii of thefe matters, all I (hall 
here content myfjtlf with obferving as to a feparate ftate, 
16, that the foul exifts after fuch a manner, as to be capable 
of cxercifing thofie powers which are efiential to it, fuch as 

thought, 
-♦ * Cor. ii. p. t Ecclef. xli. 7. t 2 C«r«v. i. 
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IthQUghty confttoft&efs and rcAcBion, And aft to ike^ hoi% 
ire ace affured that ibat will be rai&d at the laft day, and 
fcecoxDe again the manSon or place of refidesce of the im^ 
mortal fpint. Let tis ^etefbrc imtnediataiy go on to con* 
fider, 

SEODtaxLsr. The perfeiftion to whkfa their ufyt&brt na« 
tuxes AvtP altato. 

Here imaginatioiiy under the guidance of Scriptoie^ mx^ 
he allowed its utoi^ft &0pe ^ though^ after i^ t|^ moft 
fruitful io^agiiiatlan mnA needs fail in t^ de£bripti^ lo^ 
4«ed we can colled but few pofitive ideas of the futaipe 
ftate of either foul or body y yet the direfting both t^e one 
and the other of all preCent imper&dions, wiU^pofiSe^ us at 
once with exalted canceptlo&s of their fblidty aad ^ory« 
To begin then, 

I. With the nobler part. What an amazing change 
.mu^ that be wh^eh paffes on ^tfoui of a good man, at the 
initant it is di^odged from the body ! Its natural faculties 
are ftrengthened and enlarged, and its moral powers refi% 
ad and purified to the higheil degree ima^able. CHir in* 
telle (ib are evidently at prefent in a very imperfe6l and de- 
feflive &ate. Suoh is the flownefs and obfcutity of 4>ur coa-> 
ceptxoos, fuch the weaknefs and £iUibiHty of our judgnaent, 
and fuch the inattention and treachery of our memory, that 
we find much labour neceffary in order to acquire a imall 
degree of knowledge, we are often bewildered in oi^r pur- 
fuit of the plainefl truths, and before we are awa^e, are fre* 
quently hurried into flrange miflakes and errors. Nay, he 
who- hath made t|;ie moil confiderable progrefs in know* 
ledge, whether natural or divine, cannot fail of lamenting 
his ignorance, and acknowledging with concern^ the dark, 
feeble and contracted Hate of the human mind. Thus it is 
with us in the pre&nt life. But at death, all thefe griev- 
ances will be ioflantly redrefled. Our intelledual powers 
will then receive fuch an accelfion of flrength and vigour^ 
as will add quicknefs, facility and pleafure to all their ope- 

. rs^ons. 
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vations. There will be no dullnefs of apprclicnfioTi, or dif- 
ficulty of judging J and of cenfcquencc no painful invcfli- 
gatioa of truths no perplexed reafonings, no falfe and erro- 
peous conclufions. The perception will be clear and cafy, 
the judgment found and Heady, and the memory retentive 
and ilrong. All this the apoftle plainly intimates in thofe 
memorable words of his *, " Now I know in part^ my 
** knowledge, however (uperior to that of fome other men, 
** is imperfedl, and a great deal of it acquired with much 
** difi\culty and labour ^ hui ihenjhall I know even as a/fi 
*• / am known ; my mental fight (hall be fo ftrengthened 
*^ and enlarged, and divine objects placed in fuch a point of 
*^ light, as that my knowledge -of them (hall bear fome re-' 
*\ femblance to that of God, whofe eye does not only glance' 
*^ at the furface of things, but enters into their nature, and' 
** tnftantly comprehends aU their hidden qualities.^ 
^ And then, as to the moral powers of the foul, thete will 
^ be refined from all the pollutions of fin and fenfe, and re- 
/>fiored to a ftate of perfe£l re£litude and purity. The re-' 
, novation of the heart is indeed the great objeft of religion 
in the prefent Ufe ^ but that objedl is not, it cannot be, ful- 
ly attained while we are in the body. The beft of men 
complain' of evil propenfities, ftubbom prejudices and irre- 
^lar pafiions ; and great is their diftrefs on thefe accounts. 
Ah ! the bitter fighs that arife from their forrowful breafts, 
while they filently deplore thefe fad effefts of human depra- 
vity— thefe remains of corruption and fin, which difgrace 
the foul, difturb its peace, and obftruft its progrefs in the 
divine life. But, when death has done his office, thefe 
complaints (hall all inftantly fublide. The very moment 
the imprifoned fpirit is fet at liberty, it is made perfeB f . 
It fprings, as it were, into life \ for here it could hardly be 
faid to live. It is healed of every difeafe, and becomes 
perfe6>.ly healthful and happy. It breathes the pure air of 
the celeilial regions, free from all the opprefiHons of this 
Vol. II. U grofs 

* I Cor.xiU. i». fHcb. x)i.23. 
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grofs atmofphere. It recover its dWgina! betrtify, fredfoi^ 

and glory. Every corruption is totally tradtcjrtfcd -from ih^ 

heart ^ and every virtuous, holy and dfivrfic jJthiqph' im^ 

J)lanted tTierc, is at once ripened to a ftate of trr^tttrity. Itl 

Aort, as it is created after the ima^t of i^ad in kn^vcriBd^^ 

righteoufnefs and true hoiinefs^y fo it henctferth-jexerts afl 

ib powers in the purfuit of thefe great objefts, with ittfinite 

^afe and pleafure, and without a polIi1)i'lity of ihch: etrdtir- 

ing any diilurbairce or oppotition l^atever. "Thus it he- 

holds the face of diod in riohteouJkrfSy:^tA atvttJ^^s cfal of 

this wotld into the other with the di'oitU: iikenrfs f . — Atid 

now what a bleffed change iis this ! And in how diiFercirt 

a ftate does the Chritlian find hitfafelf from that he was in 

a moment before, when he animated a frail, and mortal bp- 

<dy 1-^And fp \ am led tp fpe^k, 

2. P£ the 4)erfe6liori to whicli the i'^ {haQ attam. 
^fhat, as 1 faid, is jit death cpnfigned to the grave, to a ftate 
,of inaftivity and putrefaction, put at the Jaft" dafy it fhjifl' 
be raifed. 'The voice of the defcending 3avionr (hail ftrai;c- 
:the fepulchres of the dead, and rpuie their fleepy ittlrabi- 
tants into life;. The fcattered hones^ to ufe the vi^onary 
language of E;^ el?:iel, ' fh all fiome together ; the Jbtews and' 
fiefh fhall come upon them ^ and the fkln fljhil comber them 
above ; the breath of the Lr^rd Jh all breathe upon ihetfi^ and 
they fhall livcy and fland up upon their feet^ on exceeding 
great army J. Amazing fight ! Nor w'lil the hodies of the' 
faints rife into tht fame ftate they w*ere formerly in. Such 
a refurre61ipn would be fcarcely defirable. Jfo \ they tviH ' 
become fpi ritual, glorious and immortal J f. They will bfc' 
no more liable to any of the ipfijimities vvhich attend them' 
in this life, to decay ^of fpiilt^j beauty. or ftren^th y and fo 
will require none of thofe fupports and refrelhments vdiich ' 
nature now fupp^Kes. On the contrary, they wiH be ever 
healthy, active and ilrong, and cv6r Irctain thfeir original 

fprightline6 ' 
* E;ph.iv. 24. Col. ill. 10. " f Pfal. xvii. 15." ' 

} JE^elt; xxxvii. 4-10. \ i Cor. xv. 42, 43, 44. 
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^tigttfliae/s aujj yigour, bej^^^tyap4 coijaelinefs. The fenfesf 
V'ijl be rcfioed,. ftjeng^h^nf ^.^4 ♦alarged. TJjeeye,ior 
iml^ace^ haw (juick, fi^epetrating »nd flrjDijg ! Naobjeft, 
\io vvever bright, will dazJsVe i^, <y: gi»ve it the kaft uneafy fen- 
faticM3. The ihiawg. ctmatenj^OCC of Mofies will no longe^ 
^equke a. veil^ u<p4 ndjr the Jijtojre gjloripus cdiintierifmce ot 
Chxia liiuoi^lf. The moil diftarrt objc5 will' be' within its' 
reach, a»d be a^ ckarly beheJti as- if ijnmediately prefent, 
Jndo&d the v>;hale frame^^ will be eXqiniitely beautiful, it^ 
propojrUon ejc^, itg psjfts firm, it* appcarawce lovely 5 fiiit- 
ed iaevery rciped to the ga£ii it (hall etitsertaia, tb the com- 
pany with which: it flxajl ?ffoci«^, to the world where it fliall 
refide, and to the puire and fpirjtual fervice$ in which it 
^aU ^yer .b^ eiaplo^ed*^ The defciiption which the apo- 
ftle.|^ives U3 gf It is mod grjand 9ta(i noble, when he telh U3f 
diajt ChiW topfcll ^^/ ri'^^4*/? 0¥r vih k^4x% f^^ ^f max 
h€ f(iJiifiM^4 ^i^^ ««^fi bk gkriqyi h^4y% aecordingto the 
^pcrkiti^ lubi^eifji bf 14 abk evj^n tpfubdu^ all thinpto hint'' 
^*. li the S.Qtt of Gad deigns tig> appear among the- 
fe(nts above in a httman body, we way be g^ffured it is a. 
glorious b«4y indeed*- How §Uiripn^ th^n muft their bo- 
4ie? be which, axe fafhioaod after this divine ii[ioclel, and 
upon which fuch cxtraprdinary power is exerted, and that 
by theijuroedlatc influence and operation of the Saviour 
himfelf! To theie bodies then will theXnamortal fpirit be 
pqunlted, and the union never more be 4iffolved. — And 
thus I am led from tius general view of the perfeflion o£ 
tlieir qatHurpsj to epquice,^ 

T^iiELX)LY, W!>at is the employment oi the bkfled ? 

An indolent life is an unhappy life ; it is fo to a man of 
f|iirit, who underftands his own proper iuterefts and ends of 
cxifteuce. We cannot therefore imagine, that they whq^ 
pollefs the difpofitions and powers I have been defcribing^ 
^^x^ so\ eternal duj^tion in floth and diflipatioo. No j 
^y ajre ever employed, about n^atters of the higheft and 

noblefl 
♦ PJiiiip. iii. %u 
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noblef! concernment, and in a manner tv&tti to tlieir pufe 
and perfed lyitures. Man is an intelligent and focial crea- 
ture : the chief bufinefs therefore of the heavenly world 
inuft confift in contemplation and cohrcrfationy that fs, iff 
|he exercife of the mind upon fubjed^s infinitely entertain- 
ing and improving, and in a mutual exchange of ideas on 
fuch fubjeAs. And from hence muft refuit the moft refined 
bleffednefs, which we (hall attempt quickly to deicribe* 
In the meantime, let us take a general view of the compa- 
ny with which the ble^d fpirits above affociatc— the fub- 
jccl-matter of their contemplation and difcourfc*— and the' 
manner in which thefe excrcifes are conduced. 

i. As to the company with which they afibciate. , 
' * In this world but littte agreeable fociety is to be met 
with, but few to whom we can fireeTy unbofom onrfclvesy 
yea none in whofe acquaintance we can be pcrfcdly happy* 
DO that we are reddy fometimeS to grow weary of-thc worldly 
and to (ay with Job, I iotbe ii^ I wouI4 net Ivoe ahuoy **^ 
^ But in heaven the fcenc will be quite reveried. We ihalt 
H commence a never-ending friendftiipri and an entire union of 
heart, with perfbns of the moft amiable and worthy charac- 
ters, and who pofiefs evefy poffible excellence and perfec- 
tion fuited to the rank they hold. We fhall join /i&^ ^^/li'- 
ral ajfembly and church ofthefirft horUy which an written 
in heaven-^-^the fpirits ofjuft men made perfeSi'^an innume-^ 
table company of angels — 'jefus the Mediator ef the new co>* 
iienant — and God himfelf the judge of all f . 

Do the tender feelings of nature, heightened and impro- 
ved by the f!ill nobler afFe£lions of virtue and religion, ex- 
cite in our breails an ardent defire to be admitted again to 
the embraces of our dear departed friends and relatives,* 
with whom we have had fweet communion here on earth, 
and who are now with God ? That defire will be gratified, 
with the additional fatisfaftion of finding both them and 
ourfelves in a Hate of perfcd happincfs arid glory. Whea 

we 

♦ Job vii. i5. f Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24* 
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|re-trace tie charat^ex* of gxeiit and good mett, as Jrawn in 
die facrejd p^ge^, rpten famous for tbpir fottplicity, mecknefs 
and lo\^, "Cfor their patience, fortitude aod pifity, do our 
paflipns kindJi^e ioto a flaiftc, a^d are we akaoA ready tp 
burft thfi hands of xnortajl fl^fli, ^bat we may mingle with 
tbefe blefied fpirits above ? Such alio will be our exalted 
privilisge at death. With Euoch, who walked with GodE 
icre on eanb> we fli^l intimately converCe in heaven. In 
(t,he hofotn of Al^rs^iaa), the father x)f the fasthful^ we fhall 
gently repofe our Wfi^y fouls. The transfigured' counte- 
9anx:e of Mofe^, t}ie great law-giver of th&church^ we Oiall 
behold wkh a steady eye. And witb* rapiturous pleafure 
fliali we hang on the devout fongs ©f Piavid^ th^ fwc^t fing- 
iw of ifcjrf. Fatriarcis^ prophets ^4 apoftjes, the illju^ri- 
0US army of confeflbrs, who cam^ out ^ gr^of tritvh$iony 
^nd b(kue v>ajh€(t their rohcj, 4ijt^4 m^de thtm Vijbiu in ibe 
blood of tb£ Lamb *. CbrilHai^s of eicery rank a«d condi^ 
(ton among m^o^ wiljl be our a$»ciates a^4 cQ^panion&. 
Tl^eir nunjkber cauoot he told. Their h^ppi^e^ cannot be 
conceived. Their honwi-rs cannot be defcribed. They 
lire aH of one mind> and one heart y fp that their fx^ndly 
commerce can fc^exr no JnitexruptioUy through di&cence of 
<>pinion, unhappinef^ of temper, or any hafty prejudices 
whatever.' Tlievy ace knjt to- ope another with i^diffoluble 
)>and9 of efleensL and love \ and aU the rich treafures of 
knoK^ledge and pleafure which each one pofiei^s, are cheer- 
fully lai^L oiU to promote the growing entertainment am) 
happHiie& of the whole. What a blefied company this ! 

AngeU alfp make up a part of the fociety. Thofc fpiriti 
pf foperior rank, A> variopily defcribed in Scripture, to de-^ 
90te their dilFerent degrees of knowledge, authority an4 
glory— Thofe conilantworfhippers pf the fupreme Majejfty, 
minHlers of his pleafure, and guardians of his people f — 
Thofe morning Jlars ihsX/ang ti^getber^ \}^o{tfons of God 
Vfhojhoutedf^rjoy at the creation of the world f ! Thofe 

U 3 flames 

♦ Rev. vii. 14. f Pfal. xxxiv. 7. } Job xxvlii. 7. 
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Hames of fire whom David celebrates in the Pfalms *— -' 
Thofe armies of the living God, a hoft of which was de- 
tached to welcome the Saviour into the world, to minifler 
to him during his pilgrimage on earth, and to attend liini 
•afterwards to glory. How prodi^ons is their number ! 
Un tboufand times ten thoufand^ andthoufands of tboufands^^ 
yea, a number that cannot be reckoned %• How vaft theilr 
knowledge, dominion and power ! Ihey extel in wifdom 
and fireng'tb ||. How extcnfive their benevolence and 
love ! Tkey defire to look into the my ftery of redemption § 5 
and while they dwell on the rapturous fubje^i, they ftrxke 
their harps with infinite exultation and joy to the new fang 
of Mofes and the Lamb ^, 

' In the midll of this illu^ous multitude is feen the dK 
vine Jefus, who infinitely out&ii^ them all in fplendQur 
and glory. O who can defcribe the fuperior mixture of 
fwqetnefs and majefty, which diftinguifhes his countenance 
from theirs who fland around him ? In him centre all beau^ 
ty, excellence, and perfe6lion. He is the cbiefeft among ten 
tboufand J be 4S altogetber iovely **. There, I fay, is feen 
that Jefus, who the other day was a poor, defpifed, afflr6ied 
man, but is now a happy, glorious, exalted Prince 5 who 
the other day expired in agonies upon a crofs, but is now 
fcated upon a throne, batb a name written on bis vefiure 
and on bis tbighy King of kings, ani> Lord of LORDsf f , and 
reigns uncontrouled Sovereign over the univerfe. There 
he unveils his matchlefs glories to the view of millions of 
admiring fpeftators, converfes intimately and familiarly witlt 
each one of them, and pours the richeft blefiings into their 
hearts. Father^ I will^ faid he in his laft prayer here on 
earth, tbat tbey wbom tbou baft given me^ be witb me where 
1 am^ tbat tbey may behold my glory %%, And his glory 

they 

♦ PCal. civ. 4. f Rev. v. n. % Heb. xii. 22. 

H Pfal ciii. 20. § i Pet r. 12. _ ^.Rcv. v, li. 

«* Sol. Song, V. i®,-»i5. ft Rev. xix. i^, f } John xvii, 24» 
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Acy do behold, for xheyfee Mm face to face* ^ without any 
of thofe mediums which this our diflant ftatc requires, and 
without any of thofe interruptions and allays, which arife 
from fin and fenfe. 

But more than this, God is with them. In thy prefencey 
fays David, is fulnefs of joy ^ at thy right hand there are 
pleafures for evermore f . l^he pure in hearty fays Chrill, 
fbaltfee God J. And when the apoflle John would give 
tis the brightefl defcription of that ftate which language 
can furniih, he tells us, that God Almighty is the temple^ 
«nd the glory of God the light thereof \\, It is even in thb 
life, the exalted privilege of good men to converfe with 
God 5 and when, upon fome extraordinary oecafions, the 
diflant rays of his infinite perfections beam upon their un« 
derftandings, with the patriarch they cry out. How dread'* 
fulis this place ! it is the houfe of Gbd^ the gate of heaven § • 
But in that other world he is feen, he is converfed with, he 
is enjoyed after a more perfe6l manner. He is prefent, in« 
timately and immediately prefent, with each one of thofe 
happy fpirits. And, O ! how inconceivably bright and 
glorious are the emanations of light, love, and joy, which 
they every moment derive from that great Sun of righteouf- 
tiefs, that pure and inexhauilible fountain of all good !*« 
Such then is the company with which they aflbciate. And 
toow, 

2. As to the fubjefts of their contemplation and dif- 
courfe 5 we may be fure they are moft interclling and im- 
portant, infinitely diverfified, and exquifitely ravifhing and 
delightful. 

T'o know the only true God^ our Saviour afiures us, is life 
eternal^. Indeed the divine eflence can never be compre- 
hended by a finite mind. Yet fuch a light will perhaps be 
reflected upon that mylierious communion of deity, which 
fabfifls between the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, as 

' . tviU 

* I Cor. xiii. 12, f Pfal. xvi. ult. t Mat. v 8. 

H Tlev. xxu 22, 23. j Gen. xxviii, 17. ^ John zvii.3* 
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will cbjAIc us t© apprehend, more elcarly- than we cio uclW^ 
this great trmth, which h«2tfs fo imiae<fekt? a relation to^th^ 
icheme of cur rcdemptiaiii hk that dzf we jhall hn^w tb^$ 
Ghrift, the true God and eternal life *, Is iVt the Father f /^ 
and that th^ Holy Sftiru Urn Comforur prece^deih from 
bim %, 

The perfe^Bons ©f Go^t w difplayeA ia his iTorfcs, wilX 
*en appear ia all their native beauty, harm^ny^ and gliwy, 
not, as they do at prefent, beejlt^ed \if the ti^k aaiAa" 
i^hioh ignorance and Sally have cafl he£»re our e]icj». Aids i 
the moit fegacious phil^Copher h a«w oiier^helcaed with* 
^rplexity, while he waaiders through this a«kftsing fyileof 
af being, iurTcystbe inmnserahle orders of e^seatiHre^, y^aich^ 
inhabit and adocaour earthy .eonfidears th^^ir feveral capaeir 
ties, relations and ttfes, attd atteaipfts tomv^iligaXe their vst^ 
xk)us hidden equalities, power^and operations. And though^. 
amidft this crowd of ehje&s,^ he fees en<)u§h of Cod to BU 
his breaft widi' aflonkaung ideas of gjwa^nefs aad glory; yet 
he can <:k) little nM>re than himbfy tra<^ this diAant ihado^vs 
af divine excellencies, and imperfedly jj^ell'oat the nazs# 
af the great Pareat of the nniverfe. JBiH th<en, it jnay be,, 
all the knotty quefttoas, all the hard pfoblaips in natural- 
fbience, which now exerci& the wit aad i&genmty of men, 
will be^ iblved, the connexion be^ea» cavfes aa»i ei&Ar 
be clearly underftood, "and the beauty y. harmony, and ^ik^ - 
of every part of the creation be evidently -percciyed- What 
a prodrgljQus "variety here £br meditaticin aad difconr^s I 
and what amazing ditbaveries of ndfiiom^ powar and gloty^ 
mud break in upon the aflonifhed mind I All th^ natural 
knowledge of which Solomon couU boaft, is'but like the 
fond conceits of children^ when cosoporad wi|h tjbat light 
which will irradiate the minds of the blcffed» 

There is a Providence which governs th^ world, and 
hath an in viable and powerful induence in the affairs of 
every individual. And in the fchcmc of Providence, how* 

* I Jolm V. ao. t J©lw JIT, ^. } Chap. xr. %^ 
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ever complicated its feveral parts, there is a perfeft rniity 
of defign: fo that the bfinitely nirarerous . and diverfified 
events which take place in our world, are all, fomeway or 
other, fubfervient to.one grand end, and, in the compafling 
that end, there mufl be an amazing difplay of wifdom^ 
power and goodilefs. This is a fnbjeft, therefore, of vaft 
extent, and furnilhes an inexhanftiblc variety of matter £of 
contemplation and difcourfe. But alas ! at prefent, fo weak 
is our mental fight, that we can (carcc read a line in thi* 
prodigious volume of providence without heiitating 5 and 
we4iave no fooner taken a ftep in this intricate path, than 
we are at a lofs which way to turn. While therefore with 
the apoftle, we lift up our aftonilhed eyes to heaven, and 
fay. How unfearchahU are his judgments^ and his ways pa ft 
finding out * / it becomes us patiently and implicitly to fub-i 
mit to his will, who we are furc does all things well. But 
in that better world, that land of knowledge and vifion, the 
myfleries of providence will perhaps be unfolded, and thef 
hiftory of mankind, from the beginnin]^ of time to the final 
confummation of all things, be fully explained and under- 
flood. What / do^ fays the great Governor of the world 
to us, as he once faid to Peter, ye knoiu not now, but yt 
Jhallknow hereafter f . The counfels of Heaven refpeding 
empires, kingdoms, and particular focieties of men, the 
means dellined for carrying them into execution, and the 
harmonious and fuccefsful operation of thefe means, to the 
great and noble ends propofed, will be all laid open to our 
view. And O ! what a fcene of wonders will our eyes 
here behold I Nor will a recolle61ion of thefe great events 
fwallow up the remembrance of what hath happened to our- 
felves. Each one will have an exaft and ample view of 
his own hiftory, and will fee, with pleafure and aftonifh- 
ment inexpreflible, how artfully every circumftance of his 
life, however ftrange and unpromifing, was fo difpofed, as 
at once to promote his own good, and to advance the ge* 

neral 
♦ Rom. xi. 33. t John xiii. 7. 

Digitized b^LjOOQlC 



i^]:at fUu ficipefUng the whoie. The patri»H?1» Jp%^ 
^%aC £avovrite of Pravideace, will teli how every eve^t in? 
1^ hiftary^ bore a relation both, to his own.p^fonri ij:f^excfts^ 
tnd to. rtie^ future fortunes of hjs fanwly, anrf the Jewifh aixdj^ 
Ct^fti^ churches, OI wiiat amaaing difeovenes will tbi*^ 
lott^tain of koowleige and, pleafim povu: uf jpn the in^uiii-' 
live iBb4 ! But are w« to iiop here ? KTo— r 

Tiiejye is a iUIl more exalted fubjeO: than eveitthe admi-j- 
l^iftr^tioQ of Provideiu^e, to employ tl\e atteatioa of the 
^leffed, that is, tlie great work of ReJt^mpnon. A fubje^ 
fhis, of all others the xopUt {iibilme aad nobfe, and fruitful 
^ iikfiiHte eatertainment and delight* Here the divine glor 
^«s ar^ collt6l€d, a* it were, iu oae point, and foheld up W 
ifee vi«w of thf wnd, as t« pofiefs it of tb« moft perfe^ ide?^ 
«f God tl^ can poffibly b& fram^ The xftagQificexic^ 
^ Ahp(fiieri»& ^ P^rflan ooonaxcb,. on ordiaafy o&ca^oas^ 
VtsgrcH.5 but wieft ia the fukiefrof his joy be refolycr 
IQ aflkob}^ aU bU p)4nce&au4 fer\(ant$ i« Sbuiaa hi^ pal^ce^ 
AKsre ^ mak^ o;^ grand exhibition of tbc rljphes of hir 
^oiFk^s kingdozzi, and the honour of his e^ellent joaajedy^ 
]iiOw iiult \U magnificence have exceeded*! Sp, if the 
f ariltel be lawful, the $uprei5ie Majefty fefi^tis lo have dg- 
vifed and adjufted the gr«3t plan of our redemption in fucb 
8 manner, as tliat, beiides the benefit refulUog froui it to 
fc^viduals, (a naatter, comparatively fpeaking, of trifling 
«0nfi4eration), it fbould become an occafioo of difplaying 
bis brighteft glories; to the view of the myriads of happy 
beings aflcmbled in his palace above. Here is a concur^ 
fence of truths too fubiime and auguft, too ftrange and 
marvellous, too various aud complicated^ to be capable of 
jefeription by human language. Wherever we turn ouk 
eyes, whether on the fafts the gofpel relates conceruiug 
the perfon of Chrift, his offices, his mixacles, his fufferings^ 
bis death, and the triumphs that fucceeded it : or, on the 
fcheme of redeipa|)tion itfelfi the in^nite pxtenti grandeur 
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;fiftfl'1iarmbny <if tfce plan, the atea^ing j(tttncs it rc^leflv c« 
iiU tiie drviH^ attribates, the fthrtio« k bears to the gene^t 
.tal fcbfcthe of prdvfdcucc, and tbje hrt!ac*ice it halfh dn^tl)^ 
happintffe of miJfions df beings tbrmigk d« ««eriie1 cki7(a«MI 
J6f cxil^enjce^ 'w^retcvcr, ifaff, wetumotir^efs, we ar6 
loft in contemplation stxA tvondcr. What ioeii^auilibl^. 
/ources are there here for the etrtertsahtneftt <»f %^ bk^d ! 
—God taanifeft in fht flcfti !— The Creator ^f iht wrrtd 
.-^xpirittg xm a croTsI — ^Guth, c©mpKca«ied gt*t, ^«?iwi**ei't 
—Itmocence retrieved 1*—Jufttce ^fisfied, y^l taercrf tri-^ 
titnphant ! — I>eat1i fTvall<M\'cd«p in ^i^^ry I —The potvert 
,of darkaefs r out ed and ^)vei*hronvn t— The tmferfilble vaC* 
fab of Satan made heirs -of Ood l^-^uteamtj iinited t# 
Deity! — Atigcls confrnncdin4:hcir%ftlfs1-^Aad the hap^* 
prnefs of every individual of that vaft afid botmdkf* -«»- 
pire, rn^nitdy angtnented hy this a^^it^ng diipUy of 
ivifdoni, potver ?ettA love ! 

And now, attridft all thefe tvorks of G<kl, cart there be 
iWbjeftis Walitrng'to excite the 'curiofity, to fix the attentMft^ 
4.0 entertain the imagtnatton, ot to improve and |^a^e& thie 
Jiearts of the perfed ijpirits above ?— Nor is there, 1 fitoiiU 
^rther ad4, 

3. Any kind rf difficulty or embarraffttYcnt afttending* 
^effe exercifes of contemplation and difceurfe, as they ai« 
conduced in that "World. This may be eafily concluded, 
from what we have already obferved concertung the per-> 
ied ftate to which the powers of human nature (hall attain* 

Alas I in the prefent Kfe, he the fubjefts we contem* 
-plate ever fo ftjbfime and exalted^ there are a thoufand cir- 
xrumftances, both within tis and all around us, to impede and* 
perplex the operalions of the mind, and to reftrain and cool 
the divine pafliorrs of the heart. No (boner have we at 
any time retired from the world, compoled ourfelves to me- 
ditation, and begun to tafte the fweetf>€fs of the pleafing- 
theme we had refolved to purfue, but indantly our promifed 
ilifs i^ aftitilted, (J)oiled and laid ^vtafle, by a rude b«nd of 

wild 
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mid and impertinent thoughts, if not vUe and bafe auc- 
tions. Or if the devotion of the heart is ilrong enough to 
lecure to us the pofleflion of ourfelves for one hour, nature 
quickly finks under its own weight, and through the weak- 
nefs of pur faculties, we grow weary of our pleafures. Tie 
ffirit is willing^ btu thefiejh is weak *, 
: But in heaven, theiweets of contemplation will fufifer no 
iftterruption or allay from thefe or any other circuQiilances 
ivhatifver* Encompaffed as the immortal fpirit is with 
(cenes infinitely bright and diverfified, it fiill fiands collet- 
cd within itfelf. Enraptured as it is with theivarmeft and 
moil ecilatic paffions, its perceptions and reafonings flill re- 
nain clear, ferene and fleady. And fad as its attention is 
held, to truths the mod abdrufe and intricate, it dill pre- 
ferves its original fprightlinefs, vigour and aftivity. Be- 
tween the obje^ and the intelled there is a fuitable pro- 
portion 'y and prodigious as the weight of knowledge and 
pleafure is, the immbrtal mind fufiains it without the lead 
pain or difficulty. The eafe therefore, with which they 
purfue their contemplations, will add infinitely to the plea- 
fure they afford. 

Nor will the intercourfes of the Blefled be fubjeft to any 
of thofe inconveniencies, which we nowfenfibly feel and la- 
ment. That there is among them a mutual exchange of 
ideas and fentiments, fuch as anfwers to what we mean by 
converfation or difcourfe, is not to be qucdioned. For 
Othcrwifc, to what purpofe are we told in Scripture of their 
fDrming one general ajfemhly f , of their fitting down with — 
Abraham^ Ifaac and Jacobs in the kingdom of Heaven J, of 
their harmonioufty^/i^/«^ the fong ((fMofes and the Lamb ||, 
and of their uniting in the mod exalted a6ls of homage and 
worftvip ? But how this commerce is carried on, whether 
by intuition, or by any kind of medium peculiarly adapted 
to that fpiritual date, is to us utterly unknown. Of this 

however 
♦ Matt.xxvi.4T. f Heb. xii. 23J | Matt.^iii. ii. 

- • 8 Rev. XV. 3. Chap. 7. n, 1 2, 
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liowevcr, we may be aflared, that they commtimcate xheir 
ideas te each other; with -a cleamefs, facility and fwiftneii, 
to which language h an utter ilranger ^ and that they en- 
ter into the fpirit of each other^s fentimeiitSy with a warknth 
and ardour which it is impoffible for the utmoft efforts of 
liuman eloquence to infjure. Sq that while their difcourfe 
for the matter of it a£fbrds infinite entertainment to their 
pure and perfe£^ minds^ it hath never the unhappy eflfefl:, 
through any di&greeable mediums of communication^ to fa- 
tigue and exh^ft the ipirits. 

Such then is the employment of the Blefled. They af- 
£x:iate with the nobleft company — They difcourfe on the 
moil exalted tibjedls— And they communicate their ideas 
and feelings to each other, whh infinite eafe, freedom and 
pleafure, 

PART IIL 

In order to frame fome idea of the happihcfs of Heaven, 
we have propofed to confid'er — After what manner good 
men exift in that ftate— The perfcaion to which their na- 
ture attains-s-Their employment— The bleflednefs which 
thence refults to them — And the duration of their felicity. 
We have difcourfed of the three firft of thefe, and we bow' 
proceed, 

Fourthly, To fpeak of the refined and fubllantial blifs 
which refults from thofe exercifes of the faints, as they have 
been faintly defcribed. 

. What hath been obferved concerning the employment of 
the Bleffed, may be all refolved into the idea of communion 
with God. For whatever be the fubjeds on which they 
contemplate and converfe, and however their hearts are af- 
fe<aed towards each other, God is all in all. Now as 
God is the Chief Good, a clear and lively perception of his 

infinite exccUencies mull beget— Zow Vnion-^Likenefs 

^VoL. II. X ^and 
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-^attd ^hfaEHan; all whkh makes ap the fiita totat-€iil 
that bfife die fatnts enjoy in heaven. 

I. Their contemplation of Gb^ excites in ^ir breafte* 
ft pure and- ardent Love toward* him. 

Nafooner do- the ideas of beauty, hartaeay an^ *xdcl^ 
lence ftrike our imagination, but we inftantly feel corre- 
fportdent affeftions of efteera, admiration, ^eftre, aftd ^o^ 
fequcntfy pleaftire 5 for of all the paffions of the^ Immaft 
foul, lore is the moft clwcrlul and ewlivenkig^ infomucb^ 
that it fometimes produces a kind of rapture or tranfjwnct 
in the breaft. But in the prefcnt life, this paiffion, thougb 
wound up to the highlit pitch,, i* x^fA capable of making 
us completely happy. 'For, befides^ the confideralson fhait 
crurjadgmcnt and fenfes often deceive us, it itcert^ that 
the objeft beloved, be it ever fo amiable, hath in it a mix-, 
ture of deforinity and imperfeftion. So that our paffion 
for worldly good, whatever tumultuous pleafure it may ex- 
cite in us for a few moments, is fure^ in the end, to difap- 
pmnt, if not torrnent u^ 

But the rcvcrfe of this is the cafe vnth that jmre kfve, 
'which refults .from the cpntemplatlon and vHkm of God in 
leaven. IPor God i«^ fupremely and tranfcendently glorious 
There is in him a concurrence ef ^ poSble^ excelkncies^ 
in their higfeeft pe^fe^ion* Whatever we perceive la the 
creature, that is beautiful, harmonious and lovely^ aod C*; 
is captivating to iihe underflanding or fenfes, it resides in 
l»m as its fountain ,^ originally, immutably and eternally. 
Nature, reafon and religion, when viewed in their primitive 
it^te, and arrayed in all ^he charms jimciginable by the hu- 
lAan mind, exhibit but a f^int refemblance, a pale £md iha* 
dowy Ukenefe of the infinitely bleffed Gqdl. Now this 
great objc^ is beheM by the faints in^ heaven, not at a di- 
flance, or through^ mediums capable of impoiing upon the 
underftanding and fancy, but as the Scriptures exprefs it, 
face ti>fikcr'^^ immediately, with ar cleftr ?ind fteady eye, 

a»d 
* J Cor.xiii. ;ia. 
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smd without the kafi iele^nuption, pain or UDesU]Ae&. Tlier^' 
ihe prayer <>f Mbies, in which tbouiands with devout affec- 
ttion have joined him, X^ri/, / hefeecb iheiy Jh^w im thf 
glory *, is anCWc^fed ta the ta^Bit^ iatisfa^Oii of all* And^ 
thus beheading God; O how muft the cnraptiircjd foul be 
•enflatxied with divioe lov€^ and feel the pleafuresf of that 
Jove in theii? highelft perfe^ion ? Thus viewing^ the King iflf^ 
aU hfe gl<>ry> how muli the heart, enamoured of his infinite 
€XCelieocies, cry ©tit in the ecHatic language of the pro*- 
l^het, H^jo g.r^at U bis gaMlnef^ I Ho%u great it his beau- 
$y f / Thus gazitiig ©ii the Sun of righteoufiHsift, (Mning ia 
Ac full fylendoftr of hi^ i»finite attributes^ what light,- and 
beat, aiKl joy, aauil he^am upon their under Aandiugs and af<r 
feftions ! What venerable ideas of his geerkfs majefty i 
Wha^ ^vt&Af!%. fefitimel^ts of hi« confunfmate wisdom £ 
Wha/t cofdiaT i^^obation of his perf^6i juilice and holl^ 
eefs ! What grateful refentmeuts of his boundlefs love ! 
And what a ooioplacfential> enlivenit^, tranfporting fcnfe 
^f hifi favour, muil pervade through all the powers of the 
fiiul^ dilftte every nerve of the heart, and raife the fpirit& 
lo a pitch of joy and gladnefs inconceivable by the Chrifliaa 
|U his Kappkft moments here ou earth :— Now, where thi«^ 
fcve of God prevails, there is alfo^v 

2. Union with God*- 

This ca«ie$ our ideas of t;he ftlicity of the heavcnl/ 
^orld ilill liigher dian has been reprefented. For it is one 
t^ing to perceive the beauties of an objciSl, to feel an affec- 
tion for it, and to be happy in the eXercife of fuch affe^lion^ 
and another to be united to the object, and become one 
with it. 1 acknowledge, indeed, that we cannot at prefent 
form adequate conce{)tions of this union af the faints with 
God •, yet it is a matter of which Scripture fpeaks, and is 
capable of fome kind of ill uft ration from experience. The 
refufion of the foul at death into the anima mundi^ or the 
Peity, was a notion that obtained much amwig the ftoical 

philofophers 
* Exod- xsjuti. i»> f ^ech. ix. 47^ 
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philofopicrs of old. And there have been thole fince, wfi^, 
though by no means of' ^at abfurd opinion, yet have fpo- 
ken of a certain Bkpfe by which the divine efienee falls in 
with, and, ae it were, penetrates, the e&ncc of th« bleficd* 
1 his they have attempted to explain, by telling us, ** That 
** as a piece of iron, red hot by reaibn of the tr»nsfufion of 
** the fire into it, appears all over like fire 5 fo the fouls of 
'^ the bleffed, by this illapfe of the divine eflence into thein^ 
*♦ are all over divine^" Whether any thing at all iimilar 
to this is fk>f&ble, I pretend not to determine* Yet there 
is furely a peculiarity and importance, inexplicable by u» 
at prefent, in thofe amazing word» of our Saviour,—^^ 
tbou^ Father , art m me, and I in tbee^ that tbey aifo maj 
be' one in us * / 

But what I here mean is » kind of union with God, re« 
fembling that of friendftiip among men, only in an infinite^ 
ly greater perfc6lion. Wnere friendfhip is csurrkd to its 
utmoft height, there is fuch a clofe intimacy, fuch a com- 
munion of fentiments, fuch an entire mutual conSdence, ami 
fuch innumerable reciprocal endearments, as produce a one- 
nefs of interell, temper, and, I had almoft faid, nature, that 
is fc arcely to be conceived, but by thofe who feel it. And 
the happinefs which refults hence, next to that which fiow» 
from communion with God, is the mod refined and noble 
the prefent life affords. In how lively a manner does Da- 
vid exprefs this union of foul with his friend Jonathan, an(^ 
the rapturous pleafures of it, hi thofe paflionate words he 
uttered at his death, My brother Jonathan^ very pleafanP 
hafl thou been unto me i thy love to me was wonderful j paf' 
Jing the love of women f . 

. Now, to apply thefe ideas to the heavenly ftate j how 
fweet, how ravifhing muft be the blifs which arifes out of 
the union that fubfifts among the bleffed fpirits above, and 
which is attended with none of thofe ckcumflances that 
weaken, difturb and interrupt the deareft intimacies, the- 

mofL 
* Johnjivii. %u f 3^ Sam. i, 26. 
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1ft»& cardial frkndfliip? on eart^ ! Arid' H<?xv mUcli more^ 
^jxalted ftiil muft be the blift whiob is the itofeparabie Qon- 
if0t»it»at of Tioion with G^ ! lo haiv^feihm/hip wiib the 
Father^ and with bis Sen Je/ifs Chrifi ♦-*-to h^a partaker 
%J the divine muure f — to be {q joined to the Lor-d as to be 
%ttejpirit X ; this farely is joy unfpeakable, and ftill of glo- 
ty. For the object to which the foul is united is infinitely 
perfed, and the foul itfelf is caf)able of the moft perfect 
union with it^ its powers and 9%61ions being enlarged and 
leiiHed to their u(9|o(i extent.. But I forbear attempting^ 
to cxpUin ^ fobjeft fo fat beyond our prcfent comprehenfion^ 
%^ which> if it can hav€ any light thrown upon it, is beft 
capable of being illuftrated by that experience which ha$^ 
been the diftinguilhed pnwlege of fome few ChrillianSy 
t»ho at certain ^aibns* ha^?e been fo overwhelmed with di-^ 
vine coi^errtplati^ns, as tp b^ in a manner ablbrbed and 
ftvallowed up in God.-^-rX am^ bo^rever^ frou» hence led to 
^ak, 

^. Of that Lihtmfs which^ refults from this love of God^ 
and Union with hxm^ and which is a farthet eminent expref- 
£on of th£ blefisdnefs of the fain^» 

Frieadihif)^ indeed iuppofes fome prior fimilarity of 
tempec and ciycwnftances : for how can two walk tcgetber^ 
tsuept they he t^ted || P Yet there may be a real affedioiv 
between perfons^ who* are iit fame refpe^s unlike eacb 
efthcr. As, however, ^eir familiarity incrcafes, and they 
eater farther into one snother^s fentiments and difpofitions, 
tkeir mutual rcf^mblance will become more clear and flri* 
bmg. So, the likenefs which children bear to their pa- 
2«nt«, and that in sefpe^l of their manners as well as their 
perfons, ufually ftrengthens and improves as they grow in 
years, and are 4)tOTe and more fufceptible of impreffions 
Inmi inftru^on and example. And thus it is with Chii* 
ffians, in regax^ of the ble£Ced God. Though their refem- 
X 3 blance 

• I John \i %^ t 2 Pet. i. 4* 
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blance of him is in the bcginTung very general and xmper^ 
fte6l, fo that, like the features in a new-bem infant, it isr 
ftarccly to be perceived 5 yet, afterwards, as they grow irf 
years, and their intimacy with Heaven increafes, it becomes 
more and more vifible. There is in the countenances of 
ibme |;ood men, I mean dieir tempes and deportment, fucb 
a mixture of fweetnefs, beauty and dignity, a^flnkes almoft 
every beholder, puts their relation to God beyond all dif* 
pute, and obliges even the enemies of reUgion to ac» 
knowledge that they have been with Jefus. Beboldtmg tu 
in a giofsy the glory of the Lordy they ar^ changed into the 
fame image^ from glory to^ghry^ even as bj tbefpitit of the 
Lord*. 

But after all, how very imperfe£^ a refle^on of the di- 
vine excellencies does the brighteft character on earth ex- 
hibit, in comparifon with his who is the leaft m the kingdomr 
of heaven above ! While the glory of the one reiembles 
only the pale light of the moon, that of the other is com* 
parable with the fun (kining in its meridian glory. Admit- 
ted, as thefe happy fpirits are, not only to the immediate* 
vilion, but into the intimate embraces of the blefied God, 
O how is his radiant image enflamped on all the faculties 
of their mind«, and on all the difpofitiona and affe^Hons oi* 
their hearts! Contemplating the tranfeendent glories of 
the omnifcient and all- wife God, how are their underftand* 
ings enriched with inexhaudible treafures of wifiiom and 
knowledge 1 Conv«r{ing with the moft amiable of all ob* 
je6ls^ the Beauty of Holincfs, how are their tempers mould* 
cd jntb an cxa£k conformity to that perfeft pattern of trulb 
land reditude, bencvjilence and love ! And feeling, if I may 
fo exprefs myfelf, their foub united ta the Chief Good,. 
how are they flUd with all the fulnefs of God \ I They 
know even as they are known J. They are pure as God 
is pure ||. They arc perfeEi as their Father who is itt 

heaven 
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heaven i^ perfeB ♦• So fair, fo deep, fo abiding an impref* 
of the divine likenefs, mud furely difplay beauties to the 
view of every beholder furpailing all imagination \ while 
h diffules through the confcious breall pleafures too refined 
and ecilstic to be defcribed. 

God has even in this life, on focne extraordinary occa^ 
fions, afforded fenfible manifeHations of his glory \ as wit* 
nefs Sinai of old and Tabor afterwards : and the effe^ was 
truly great, fiat what was the luftre which diftingui(hed 
the countenances of Mofes or the apoAles^ overfkadowed, 
as they were with the excellent glory ^ when compared with 
that which is now reflected on them from the immediate 
prefence of God above ^ And what that holy ^eal and fer«; 
vent love, with which thefe amazing tntercourfes with the 
great Father of fpirits infpired their breads, when com* 
' pared with what they now feel and enjoy in heaven } It is 
truly beyond conception. As for me^ fays David, exuhing 
in the profpe6^ of that world, 1 will behold thy face in righ* 
teoufnefs i 1 Jhall be fatisfiedy when J awake, with thy like^ 
nefs\^ And though it doth not yet appear what we Jhall 
be^ yet we inow^ fays the beloved difciple of Jefus, that 
when he Jhall appear^ we Jball be like him ; for we Jhall 
fee him as he ie l^.— -And now from this ardent love of God, 
this intimate union with him^ and this perfedl conformity 
to his likenefs, there refults, 
4. And laftly, Satisfa6iion. 

So the p{aimiil expieffes himfelf in the pafiage juil quot- 
ed, " I (hall hcfatisfied^ when 1 awake, with thy likenefs." 
And this is the fubllance, the quintefience, the perfedlioa 
ofhappinefs. In the prefent life, love is often attended, 
with painful and reillefs defire. Pleafure produces fa- 
tiety, and of cbnfequence difcontent. And exceflive joy^ 
by the unnatural ferment it raifes in the fpirits, deprives 
us of felf-pofleflion, and fo in the ifiue makes us unhappy. 
Nor is it to be wondered that this is the cafe, fince there 

is 
♦ Mfttt. V. 48. t Pralm xvu, 15. % i John iii. a, 
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k n manifsfi inequality betw^ea the paffions of the btuas^ff 
liearty and the means which niea ufually have recour^B tcp 
ft»r the gnrttfi<»taoii of tbeuik CHir defures art pxapor*.^ 
lioacd to objeds of the lafgtfA dimeRdoaa, and of end* 
Icfs duration : but the things of the prefcot life arc lit- 
tle, vaiw and tranfitory. Wherefore, if we poffieffed all 
the world can gitre, we fliould no^ have enough, there woul<i 
ftill remain fomewi&> to- be ^tified*. Asid with this ac* 
eount of the matter, our own cootinuai feelings aod expcri^ 
encc well agree. For^ whatever may be the ffatteriugpre- 
l^n^ons of wealth, honour and pleafi^e, by ji^hich, when be^ 
held at a diflance, they impofe upoat^e fancy «hd captivate 
the heart 5 we no fi[>onar enjoy them than they loudly tell^ 
us, that it is not in tiwir power to make »s happy. Nay^ 
though we have the Chief Good for our fupueme ob^e^, yet^ 
inch is the irregularity of our pafEons in thcj^^fent imper^ 
h£k and depraved ftate, that we find fati^fa^iw, in the- 
kigbefl: and nobkil (enfe of it, b abioluliely un3ttaiRable. 

But it is otherwife in heaven. Thei« the afie<Etions o£^ 
^c foul", which had treacherouily forfaken their firll kwe^ 
and fruitlefsly wandered aftor ^idfe delights^ anoong the crcs-i^ 
tares oi fenie,^are brought back to God, nm&ed to him theii^ 
centre, and made completely happy in the fuU: enjoyment oS 
his favour and prefence. Compktely happy 1 f^y, for ther«: 
being a perfe6l agreement between, the capacity aiKi the ob-. 
je6l, that is, the defires of the heart being bonndlefe, and 
G^xfinfinite, there muft proceed from the contemplation 
and fruition of him, a fatisfa£iion that is entire^ fubflantial^ 
and perpetual. Hove has there none of the languilhmentS' 
of rcftfefs defire. Pleafure none of the difguils oi fatiety* 
And joy none of the tumuk which attends ccftafy, Thcitt. 
15^ no painful divifion of the heart between God and the^ 
creature, no tremblings of the paflions through falifc attrac-^ 
tions, no hankering of the mind after inferior bliff. No ▼»• 
cuity in the foul, nor yet oppreffion of its powers. No wi(h 
denied, no cxpcftation difappoiated. tappy fpirits ! they 

we 
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sre eYtt contemplating the chief good, yet never wearied 
with their contemplations. They love, and they re/! in 
their /ove *. They poflfefe a fu/nefi of Joy f , yet arc not 
iatiated with their joys. Bleflfed fatisfedion indeed ! This 
IS the hrghefl felicity to which a creature can attain, the 
utmofi perfeflion of human nature. God is all in all.— • 
And now I have only to add. 

Fifthly and laftly. That the happinefs of the famts is 
eternal. 

The fhort /Inration of all lublunary blifs, has ever been 
conHdered as a flriking expreffion of the vanity of the world-; 
Nor can wc, amidft the pleafant enjoyments of life, give a 
glance only at this plain truth without feeling fome kind 
of emotion. The belt antidote, however, againft the un- 
due influence of fuch a refle^Hon, is a cheerful hope of thiir 
happy ftatc I have been diefcribing. Butj if the like idea 
were to ftart up in the minds of the Bleffed above, or if on-* 
. ly a jealoufy were to arife in their breads, that at fome dit 
tant, very diftant period, they might poffibly be difmiffed 
from heaven, or ccafc to exift 5 how would the thought in* 
ftantly caft a damp upon their pleafures, and confound all their 
joys ! And the effect would bethemore confiderable, as the 
pain would be proportioned to the value of what they poflefs,' 
and their high relifh for it. Indeed were fuch a circumilance 
pofHble, it would rather be kind in God to moderate their 
pleafures, and fuffer them to ficken upon their enjoyments, 
that they might be the better reconciled to part with them* 
But it is not fo. As God hath, of hk inSnite bounty, 
prepared i^nutterable joys for his people in the world to 
come, lo he has affixed no other term to the duration of 
thofe joys, than that of his own exiftence. He is himfelf 
STERNAL, and fo h that life he gives them through Jefu» 
Chrift his Son. Amazing goodnefs ! And this faft, fo ex- 
ceedingly important, (lands as firmly eflablifhed as the rea- 
lity of a future ftate of happinefs itfelf. For it is fcarce 

«ver 
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jev«r ipoLea^ in StrijptUrc, but icuiie epkliet is smiatxtiXd 
it, that (bould convey this idea. The perfoos, habitationv 
^ofleilMHUy honours, zod e&joytneBt^ of tht fakts> ace all 
eternal. 

Here, the tetm -of our eitiftence is fhort. The beaut/ 
and vigour of youth quk^kly decUue^ and the Snnnefs aiKt 
experience of riper years, quickly yield to the ailkults oT 
fiickjMrs, ag« and death. But in heaven the faints never 
die, nor are they fubje£k to any change or declenfidn, but 
Hl3in their jcapacttk^aud endoivxnents, bolh of mind and 
))odyy perievt and entire. for ever^ Her-e^ one generation 
paffeth away, and another cometh y fockties are diflblved,. 
^r elfe conip^ed of new naientbers^ But co iuelx revohi* 
tiiHis happen 'm the g^aersd a&mbly above f the company 
«n€e met never part. Our dwellings ^on earth are at bell 
but tabernacles^ fet up for the coav^nience pT the traveller 
em his way home. Nay, this globe itfelf^ ftately and beau* 
tiful as the edifice iis, mud (hortly be diSblved, and, ^' like 
•* the bafelcfs fabric of a viiion, leave not a wreck behind.'*' 
But the h(»u& which God has built £01^ his faau^y above^f 
the palace 'wh«rm he refid^s, the world wbe^ he difplajs^ 
tfce perfeiUoa of his glory, that is eUr/§a/ ta 4h€ heavens *. 
Our iaherltances here we hold on a very uncertain tenure ^ 
they are fometimes fnatchcd from us by avarice and oppref- 
fion y 9X^ if they efcape the hands of violence, death quick- 
ly comes, turns us out of poflfeflLon, and puts others in our 
XfimEi\ But the heavenly inheritance is as durable^ as it i«- 
&ir and extenfeve f . The treafu^ey laid up &r the fiaints 
in that better world, moth cannot ^wrupt^ uwr thieves break 
iibro4tgh andjieall :■ it is an enduring fitbft/ince)^ and afar 
more exeeeding^ and eternal wiight of glory \^ The ho- 
l^ours of the prefent life, however they may dazzle an am- 
bitious eye, are preokrious and fleeting. Princes who ihinc 
m pomp and power, are, in a few yeacs, obliged to defcend 
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irtmi {heir thrones, lay afide tlieir robes, afid rdigti their 
fceptres to their fucceflbrs. But the rrottwi which the^ 
Lord, the nghteotrs |uxfge;, ptits upon the liead of the coti-^ 
quetittg^Ghriftianj/tfdVj" not away^y the kit^dcm he gives' 
^b Httlc flbcfc, is never tnovedj'. In fine, whHe daily er- 
peneixce teaches, that fenfual ple«fui:rs are «8 tr anfitory 2Lt^ 
thcf are unfatisfying, yea, that the mod refined enjoymeVit*' 
^f the prefent life, have their continual aHays and interrup-' 
^on^, we are affured, that the joys of heaven are not only 
^inutterable but eternal. They who poffefs them, know 
tliat they are perpetual^ nor docs the inoft drflant fufpicbn 
that they will be interdicted or diminifhed, ever glance up*- 
.on tlieir happy minds. The fun that Kghtens that World 
jiever goes down, nor is one ray of its glory ever ecHpfed 
by an interpofing cloud. The capacities of the faints fuffer' 
no decay, nor does l^eir relifh for the pure atid fubft^tial 
pleafuf es of paradife, in the leaft ^abate. So that when mil- 
lions of years have rolled around, it may ftill be truly faid 
.*of them, that they are but be^nning their blHs. T^he end^ 
the period of the Chriftian's exiftence here, is to him the * 
^commencement of everJafting life. 

Thus have we taken a general and tranfient view'of the 
lieavenly blelTedners 5 confidered— after what manner good' 
men cxift in <hat ftate— the perfeftion of their nature— 
their employment — the pleafurcs which refult thence«— and 
-their eternal duration. 

But, amidii all the light which Scripture has thrown up- ' 
on this important and animating fubjedt, how faiiit, inade- 
-quate and confufcd are our ideas of that world ! Indeed 
the mod exalted defcription that can poflibly be given of 
it, falls infinitely (hort of what it really is. So he hath af- 
fured us who was once caught up into paradife, and felt 
awhile the tranfporting joys of that blifsful place J. Eye 
haib not feen^ fays he, nor ear heard^ neither have entered 
into the heart 0/ man^ the things which God hath prepared^ " 

for 
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aj^ TBC FINAL COMSUMUATIOlf 

for tbetn that love him *. The cy^ may have fecn a^reat 
deal, the ear may have heard of more than the eye hath feei^ 
and fancy may reprefent to the mind fcenes far mote beaur 
tiful and glorious I than eitlier the eye hath beheld or the 
ear reported. But the uto^oft efforts of imagination, af« 
fitted by all the light which Scripture and experience fi^- 
imA), fail in the attempt to give us a true idea of the glories 
Qf heaven. , Let us now then clofe the wholo^ 
. Ill* With fome improvement of what has i>eea {aid« 
And, 

I. How great, how iuexpreflibly great, are our obliga- 
tions to the grace of God ! 

This eternal life I have been defcribing, is the gift of 
God through Jefus Chrift our Lord^ as we learn from the 
verfe following the text. Benefits conferred on the 
miferible and undeferving, ^ and benefits conferred on 
thenfat a great expence, call aloud for gratitude. So we 
commonly reafon upon ads of benevolence among meo« 
But O ! what is the debt of gratitude we, any of us, in 
the moA extraordinary inftancc, owe to a fellow- creature, 
when put in the fcale with that we owe to our Divine Be- 
nefaSor ? The gift he bcftows is, as you have feen, im- 
mtnfely great* Its value cannot be computed, all human 
meafures faiL I£ the fum total of worldly blifs and gloiy 
were to become the patrimony of one man, that man would 
be poor, abjefi and miferable, in comparifon with him who 
holds the lowed rank in the kingdom of heaven. We arc 
not indeed at prefent in poffeOlon of this large and fair in- 
heritance, but we have unqueftionable evidence of its real- 
ity. It lies beyond the line of time, but it is not'faroflF. 
The earneft of it is fometimes afforded the Chriftian in his 
way to it, and the enjoyment of it is fecurcd to him by the 
promife of a God who cannot lie. Thefe are cheerful 
confiderations, and may well difpofe our hearts to thank* 
fulnefs^nd praife. 

But 
* X Cor. ij. 9 
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<«r-RBLIGION INiJEAVEK. 2^7 

- "Stit liow IS our wonder heightened, and ottr gratitude 
inflamed, when to the greatnefs o? the gift, we add a reflecr 
tion OB the demerit of the receker ! Had wc, like the ^m 
^els, prefejrved our innocence, the, good news of this farther 
acceflion to our happinefs in another ft ate, would doubtlefs 
•have been joyfully received and ingenuoufly aclauwlc(iged. 
fiut. what (hall we fay ? how ihall we exprefs our ^ftoniih- 
ment ? when we fee 4iuman guilt, impotence and wretched- 
nefs, become ohje6ls of divine pity, frieadlhip and. love* 
Surely that grace mud be admirable, which does not only 
relieve the miferablc ; but makes them perfe^ly and eter- 
nally happy !— -which does not only bear with offenders, 
and^unifh them lefs than their deferts; but buries qH their 
f^uilt in oblivion, and accepts them as innocerft ! — ^yhich 
does not only hold back rebels from the hands of pr<^ke4 
jailice 'y but exalts them to heaven, and crowns, them with ' 
unfading -glory ! Admirable grace indeed ! which, of its, 
own pure good-will, pours a profuSon of bounty on (bme,- 
whllft others fuffer the jufl confequence of their fias.---But 
is this all ? No. 

There is another -oonfideration, which yet farther mag- 
•ifics the goodnefs of God, and gives it a luftre almoll too 
bright and dazzling to be beheld by our weak eyes ^ and 
that is, the prodigious expence at which this free gift of di-; 
vine love is difpenfed to us. God /pared not bis own Sorr^^ 
but delivered him up to death for our fakes, that through 
kirn we might thus freely inherit all things *. Go, Chri*. 
ftian, to mount Calvary, there fee your Saviour extendi 
#n a crofs, pouring out his vital blood as the price qf your, 
ademption 5 and then lay, whether the eternal inheritance,; 
received as the fruit of his death, is not the noWeft expr^f- 
fion of love which Omnipotence itfelf could give ? Nor can; 
I help obferving here, that as, on the one hands ^^ naie^- 
furcs which God hath taken to provide /or pur cverlafting 
happinefs, reflefl the highcft honour on his goodnefs \ fg, pn 
.Vol. II. * Y "the 
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the other, A^y' fetvitf td"fe<ftghten aifd ttiagnify' our cfmdiep- 
tions of the heavenly Meflfedn^is kfelf bej(Xi& afty'dttngthat 
fcath bctftt, oi'can poffibfy be, fold c^tie^mn^it. Foe boit 
great hnift tMt blifs^Snd gidry be, whkh k dbtained f i^ ui 
at fo ihimenfe an experiscc ? ^he Sun oi God becomes a 
man, and dies, that i^Hi ihay beM^&Ase the fbm of <]k(d, and 
Jive for ever I*— Be ydtit hetftts then, CliflftiitiSydJffoWed 16 
gratitude and pYKife ! fiftd begm fa«fe oti ffattk the feog^ 
which you will «Pt loitg^Hrtg itt oofi^eft with mgeh tthovt^ 
WoNky is tbt LaMulMt iMFs fom, 10 recefmr Jmioer^ md 
riches^ ttnd ivififdmf tmd flr^ngth^ ami bonmur^ and gioty^ 
€tnd hii:0ng'^. 

±* li Wt have fu^h glorlows^ pt-fl'^'efh as tl^fe beloreoi^ 
how fiiould our atfe^ions be hioderated to the World, kM 
dl lts^6aoefns ji^^ijaym€liA&;T 

Nofdbdr ^^iA,^^a«thiflk9^ ^ett -^otigh we i)at id%l6B 
dot of »tbe gaeftiim, can kelp belftg aillftea and frarptiftdl^ 
'«v4i^n he l<i^6k^ a¥ou)id fiinA, a|id o4}fe7te^ what a prodigious 
efie^the littkHhingsijf lhki}f« have iipoh the gtfiveralitjF 
of mankind. jpn:the generaKty, did! fayf 1 nlay add^ 
oil evei-y lAdividjial in agreatfcr or leis^dc^ee. Ah ! h6w 
eagerly <fo W catch ^ Ihadows ! and how Iniferably are* 
we affrighted at t^fet eafinot hfurt us' I How do we fpchd 
the fife of dur'pa0ibn< in the uncertain purfuituf that which 
difafpoints, if fiPot torments 5 white the feebleft efforts ta 
acquire tlie gte^eft.good, Jjuicfcly tiy oar ftrcngth and ex- 
hauft our fpirits ! Strange! Will not reafon and refic£Uoa 
convince us of our folly ? WiH Hot obfervation and Experi- 
ence bring us to our fenfes ? Shall twoof the^kincft truths 
that wert ever reported in the efiar of man^ and which we 
dare not dieny orevcti difpute, that the vforid cannot fetisfy, 
mid that, if it could, a few years tvill deprive :us of k j fhall 
thefejpiaih truths, I fay, be difregardtd arid defipi fed ? Yes. 
So it is, fo ifwtlllye, V>hite w« walk by light not by faith j 
while we look to the thiYigs wliix:h are temporal, and 'torn 
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sHWjroat fffts itsm ibofe wikk t»i:e eteiriwd; Faith, and- 
fiiith on}y,wtlVbjie^k tHe cbar«i, foafe us from th^ deljifion,; 
WMljr«ft5fe-«5 tQ Qttf Kftfoji* y Uic ija^pite utility Mid ixa- 
portance.of ft di¥ii>« liiith ! 

: it isyQi^4iappHirfs,;p|ftMiai>,topoirefsUJaif^^ Take' 
up ^ gliift tb€», ^fgpty H 10 tl?e gr^t obje^s BHavt been-i 
defcj4l»i»g> ?ad tell 44« the effe^— y^oOrW tl« joys of hea- 
ven. TheyK^r^ *»aU Tiiey arc ne^*^ Tliey are yours. 
-r-And now, fatis^ed thpoiigh grace of yxnirintereft ih the. 
feygujr of God, apd flruck with, the f tofpe^ of thefe great 
epjoyai^Q^s before -yoi^, what think^yojit of the world ? Is it 
l^lut in^uiH'UHvt tl>M)g the gener^i^t)^ of loankitid take it to • 
hfi ? Ah ! 99* £t 9pf^i^ little^- vaia a<nd ti iding. . You- 
iKpQder k ft^MjUd h5»?e i^. ipng ^ig^ffqd your hear-t. Yo«r 
paffioo fcr it .«b|i^^, y^W i»diffor?l»pc ^ ^ aiH>r<afes. Itai 
firwfejr .^ift kfokiffa^ • 4t w mwv i0p-»fiicble % ^hi*^ u> ^bdue 
yWJrx:anfi3ief»3«> m p^^im i^f^tH'i?^^ J^iix ^y^ Y^t hap-*. 
fiwfe.»«aloifig«r%s ^ rt0 iPf^^-pjF4jtife'de^eitC^l^nd pre-r 
fW»Pi»|>tpinift$»i W^htib yiftu^^liftk 4lh^ jcopafi^'ts aj[ Hf^^ 
«od;h»r^« jttftjftpif #f 'tb|:ir vi^fte s ym Srfitch ivot every 
i^vjQ itQ p(&fe.<i\:&^tBr,.ivO!r tja^ftrd y<HHr qioft eflfen* 
liaS. ifUjercfts ibo i^jqwir^ lownneirfary ^>life. Ai§id while yoj^t 
feel die :di6ip|KAitn5€»,l»*a|Ki-4iif^lcft .gf Jife^ ypu f^l nolb 
V igofij»ipi^*f*<:*ififte ^ t.Wr «:$ge, i>#jt pr-efeve a coin-* 
pafiare wid ft«adio6& of wind* JJruly ^r-ofc a^d/exemplaryrf. 
H«pj9y tejoper fehi§ J aa ^^^ifition fv ndore ^ble ^nd im-. 
po«ta»t tfcip fchftt of tiie ^a1§ world ! Well ! fuch is the 
«^e4t of ft JivcLy feith> aiwj oJwwful h»?e of eternal life^ 
O let OS tlj^p,. wife0 KXQhfiirf vf G(^f andji^inl heirs with 
jfxfn/ Cknifi^ fee periUadpd /p. givfi diligence to muh our 
cailing and eLEiion fur^ ; and more frequcatly to ireali^Q- 
riiefe ^PCfet and gl©rioiiSN9bj©<^5. So ^laiU we be fuperior 
tp i^\^ fro>¥fiS ftnd fxatteries of this vaiu world. So fliaU 
TT« be quierJien^ t» y>e w^we^itd d^fcharge of our fevers! 
4ttUes^ And fo (liall we adorn our Chriftian profeflion 
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i^d- THE FINAL COlWtnmftAtitW 

W!t!i tlie amiable fruits of patknce, c6ntcntincntand^cB«cr' 
falnefs, of purity, love and obedience. Once mere, 
' 3. Andrlaftly, What infinite importance does tbe co»fi« 
deration of heaven refled upon religion in general ! 

Eternal life, it is true, i« the gift of God.. But it is Hot 
tb be enjoyed', unlcfs we humbly and thankfully accept it' 
ih the way he ha« thought fit to beftow it^ and arc p?fcpa- 
red for the final participation of it by the gracilis influence 
of his Spirit. Hif tbnt beKtvetb and is ho^i^^d^ fbalt be- 
faved *. Except a man be born again^ be cannot fee tbe 
kingdom of God ^^ They are the words of him, through* 
'^^•hofe hands, and* at the expcncc of whofc precious bloody 
the ble(^ng5 of grace and glory sre diihibiit^ to guilty* 
ihen* And can you be content^ Sirs, to forego the joys of 
heaven>, for tbe momentary gratifications of fin and fetde ^ 
Or if you can, is there nothing dsrfniDg ia the tteaiettdoiis^ 
confequences of your exelufion frcAn that world, I meanr 
your fufieriog the torments of hell ? Vor, if we will^ believe 
the Scriptures, there is no medium between thfefc two? 
ilates. Awful confidet^tion ! Let me therefore eotreaC 
you, by the mercies of God*, by the bowels of Cbdft, hp 
fhe terrors of tlie law, by the grace of the gofpel, by the 
debt you owe to your immortal fouls, in fhort.' by every? 
thing that is dear to you both here and hereafter j ieriouily: 
to confider thefe things. Behold^ now u tbe accefnted time » 
behold^ now is tbe day offaJvation J. Ki/s tbe Son^ iefi b&^ 
be angry ^ and ye perif) from Ufe way^ if bis wpstth be kind* 
led but a iittie ||. Caft down the weapons of your hoilility> 
at his feet, and be afTured^ that, as his heart is made of gen- 
tlenefs and love, he will ia n^ wife rejc A die humble re- 
turning penitent. 

Here I might, yet farther to conciliate your regards^ 
with the bleffing of God, to thefe interefting marters, lead 
you into a pleafing view of the nature of religion^ lay be« 
, fbro 

* Mark ivi. itf. ^ f John iii. 3. 
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: OF RELIGION IN R£^£N# 26§ 

•fere yoil tte evidence of its truth, and delineate its rariouf 
-excellent propertiesy^and important ufes. I might tell you 
whence it comes, through what channel it i^' communicated 
to us, the mean» by which it is improved' and preferved^ 
the comfort it affords in the hour of death, and its happy 
confummatioQ in heaven- Animating confiderations thefe I 
But as 1 have dweh at large upon them in the preceding 
difcourfes, it (hall fufEce here to call up die leading ideas 
.of the feveral di&ourfes to your viewr 
: The kingdom of God is not in word^ but in powtr ♦; 
Religion confifts not in appearance and profe£ion only, but 
in the cheerful and prevailing fubje^Hon of the heart to th^ 
dominion of God, exerted over the foul^ through the mild 
and gentle adminiflration of the Lord Jefus Chriil.-!<-Itf 
reality is capable of the cleared proof, from the nature of 
the thing itfelf, the teftimony of Scripture concerning it, 
and the confent of the generality of mankind in all ages : 
{o that their madne& and folly is inexcufabk, who deny the 
power of god/ine/jf f .--And^ however, as to external cir* 
cumflances^ it may ^ume different appearances, yet It is 
-one and the fame thing, in all who are fo happy as to pof« 
fefs it J for, in regard of that humility, cheerfulnefe, purity 
and love, which the goipel teaches and mfpires, good mett 
iave #// of them, in their degree, heen made to drink into 
4mefpirit J. — Nor is it a matter of trifling confequencei 
It is the one thing needfnD^.: far more important than any 
other concern whatever ^ that without which a man flands 
expofed to every kind of danger here, and to the jufi wrath 
of God hereafter. — DifBculties do indeed attend the expe- 
rience and profeflion of it in the prefent life : for he wh<l 
will be a m^ of religion »uft der^ himfelj^ take up his 
erofs^ and follow Chri/l }.— -But thefe difficulties, of what- 
ever kind or degree, (hould not undaly difcourage, much 
lefs alarm and terrify us i for they may be furmounted. Mj 
•c yoke^ 
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j^e, fey« Chrift^ is eufy^ mjimrdgn is J^ *. lie te^mrem 
nothing 6i us hvLt it » Durdutj andinteiefl to-oo«i{^ witiu. 
We 9tt Qn^er SMitiite obligattons to his grs^ce. He has pro^ 
iMifsd to aiM and &|^ort us ^nudii all dur^tsri^. f^pe^ 
rieooe has eonfirtaed tHe triidi of fan ponufes. And a&er 
aHy baitd as fab iervice may feem under icane particdbu: oir« 
^mflanoes, it is nuscfa caiier than tfac 3^ko of iin.-»-J3iit it 
is not the only ■cogunendation af eeHgion, that it will do a 
man no real harm ) for it wili'moft certaii% do htm, ercQ 
in this* life, the gxvatefl good;- ^6^ vsays tif wiJUont 
Mre ways af ^Uofanuufs^ smd oil her fiaibj arv ptstee f . 
it fimiiihes the bed antidote i^ain^ tfae^^Hfiitcipal cau&s of 
uneafinefs and diilreis. it irauts the vicfatfft comforts and- 
jaf» in^o tlie i»eart. And theye is £alid peace ami fatis&c» 
tion in thefQ^ios of its fevendidutk&-i^A«d9aalbe cheers 
luT pn&dice of the duttesTof idi^on^ a&rili'tfae «aodl: fub^ ' 
ftasitial* ani'indeod^the only iu&ieote^enee «tf iiuvdcd^ 
piatj^ So he whso ihns^^iutiiJ^it/rMiinio^ba/inf/s:^ ttkoH 
lc7ea rigbteoufly, fofsesiy audi gjodMfy i« this .pnefent wpi^. 
friil ast fail to :bc£9aaie troly vmierablt^ andeKtcBfivdjr vic^ 
fid. .... 

Xt is slio a &rt&£r pcoef of At .« jxx^etaoe pf religian;;, 
tl>at it k/r»m mbeve ||» the tSt&. oi 2l divine- infllitQce or 
energy « ei^ested <m the heacL So it {hai|14>'&em, from a tse^r 
view of the ^nanner in W^ch k nfuall^ Hfes into e^iQencc» 
A cofifideratiota, hovwjucr, ^ the d^>i:«¥«4 ftate ©f ijuffiafi 
nature, tiie- infinite di^ulty attcrvfc^g tiie g«eat wpdj. of 
ixncwiug tiw hearty asd the^ckwr w4 eas^vtisteiU^aony of, 
Sctiptuce upon theidsafiter^ I.iky^ a^fpaffionale ^niicUrar 
l4oa of *hefe- things, »i*it iltfcly- put .the fueftiesn J>eyon4 
difpttte,-w:ith a truly feri6»«Jiii«d*— Jn like inai^ej:, tie, rer 
fpe^ \vhidi rc^iigion hath to the Xioird Jefup Cbrift, who 14 
l3>e :gr2Bd; medium «f it, ieiie£l5 tJbe.pe«teft.irftp0i?ta»<j« 
tJj>on . it, W?,.artf crettirdiabim J . It i$ iUije Aruit. of 4i#- 
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tftttSadptif qcifinwmcatcd to us by bUSprat, produced, nou>p 
^iftic4/and iwpfoved by tbe feith of his gofpel, andis itfelf 
tbc impreft of bi*; image ©n our hearts and lives, — Nor hw 
the great Axuboc of this, the nobkft gift»evcr beftowed mi 
t}i<2 cMkiTCfii of mcil4 i^iUd to ptf^vide means for our im^ 
proveiaent ifvroUgiofi. As he buth eicborted us to grotv iti 
-gtufe *, fo to that end be has irtgcd upon ik, by vthe mod 
preflktg motiyAS, the general duties of watchfulnefs^ felf- 
«i£aminatioa Juid'^otidderatlon, .and the mote fpecitl dutiet 
©f i^eadidg the Sctiptutesi, attfendaig the worfhip •of God# 
'Chriftkfw fellotvflfiip, and ^ay er. — -And fince tkefe menm 
wll of themfelveis prove ineffe^ual, he hath eiKouragcd us 
-^ look for that Influence ftorn above, 4vhi<2h, /th the dc^f 
th^t falls frbto' the lieaven^ gradually, imperceptibly, fira-^ 
fonably, and femetiaaes iu a very large degree defccnds on 
the Chriftiah, ^d fo refrefliet hisheert, tonfirms his faith, 
toafces him fwiitfiil, and renders hitn truljr amiable*— Nay^ 
£ith is his concern for the wd&re of his people, that he 
cotl verts their afflt^Hons into bWfiogs, tind makes them ai 
^cmce the (bccafioas of trying -the gcnuiswaefs^of their rcUf 
gion, and difplaying its utility, 3eJHU, is his languj^e, 
Uful knew tiat I apt^Gvd X • *f<> excitii^ them to patievcQ 
.^d conflancy, by a con^eration of the cxiftence, perfec- 
tions, providence and grace c?f God, as they are held up to 
«ur view in the gofpel of jChrift,— 'Andj thus uejoicing in 
tribulation, we are animated to perfeveranec in<our profef- 
fiom Th§u^^omaiAmt^/amtjyetj roufed l^a juft appre* 
heniipn of the treinendous coniequences of yielding to the 
enemy, and infpired with refokition by a firm .perfuafion of 
the goodnefs of the ^caule, ihe eflFeiftual fupport promifed 
us, and the glories of th\e approaching <wft.ory, we pvrfue)\^ 
•—Nor will divine grace fuffer the real ^<3hrift»an to fail of 
the happineft he hath in profpeft 5 f^vjbe wbp hath begun 
M good work in him^ will perform it until the day of Jefus 

Chrift. 

♦ ms. xt. f Dis. xtr. 
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€br^*» Trom the nature of religion itfelf, and tlie pr6^ 
tnifes tnade to it, its fuccefsful iflbe may be certainly con- 
cluded.— —Kdigion, thus traced through its vatious plca- 
fureSy duties, exerctfes and trials, appears aflftiable, ufefiil 
And important. But, what additional ^^ories ^oes it exhi- 
bit in the countenwtce of the -dying Chriftian, who, walking 
through the vaihy of thejhadow ^ death ^ fenn no /vf//.. 
And why? Tie Ltrdh'u Shepherd is with him, and his rod 
andjfaj^dekndznd comfort him f.^-^ And though we take 
our leave of him st the borders of the Other world, and are 
not pern^tted to enter with him, and Cee the glories with 
which he is there crowned 5 yet from what has now been 
faid, "we may, we muft conclude, that that, of . all otter 
things, is mod interefting and |«iportattt, whicli hath iot 
its end^ for its final rewird, e^tiafiing life %. ^ 
X And now, is theare a man who, amidft diefe Jtonfidcra^. 
tions, can find it in Ws heart to treat the giiat ^ottcems of 
teligioh with tndlfierence and contempt ? If there Is, all I 
can do is to mingle-compaffion for his madnefs and follyi 
with the refeKtaftQixt I feel at hfe pro^enefs and impiety 5 
and moft cameftly to deprecate the Tengeance he is thus 
dramng down on his guilty head. But I hope hetter things 
of ^lou to whom I fpeak, and things whirh accompany fa l^ 
vation ||. You, my friends, have, I traft, tafted the plea- 
sures of religion, or however arc excited by what you have 
heard, to an eager purfuit after them. While, therefore, 
I affeftionately command the humble enquirct, to the far- 
ther influence of di^c grace, permit me, now at the clofe 
of the whole, to congratulate you on the joyfui profpeft 
before you, of the final conlumtnation of your hopes, in thtf 
realms of light and glory above, 

♦ ihs. XV. f i>is.:kvi. '" 
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